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By HENRY B. JAMESON

LONDON—(AP)—Close to 2500 heavy hombers
hattered German and -

Italy and Britain
today with Cologne.and Dresd
American and Russian armies,

For the first time since
14 the German Alr Force came wp
in strength to give violent battls
on this nincteenth conseeutise Ja
of the giant Allied air offensive.
At least 62 enemy plancs were anot
down in Dbattles over Germaus
Twenty more were destroyed on
the ground,

The Germans lost 186 planes
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Ar ;
en, immedintely ahead of
as the th!(‘l turget

the

when they iart gave  important |st:
battle nearly two montlis age.
BLOW AT COLOG

The RAF amashed at Cologne
with 750 to 1000 pancs in the
sector directly ahead of the U, 8
First Army, and 1200 Fislng Fort-
resses mnd Liberatora hit a serfe
of targets In southeastern Ger.
many, Including Dresden and
Chemnitz, in front of Russtan
Armies tn Stlesfs,

Other Fortress  and  Liberatar
formations from Italy with Mus-
tang and Lightning escort, bombod
targets in the Lin: area of Aus-
trin,

Half & dosen key and rail and
ofl targets were Wit by the Amer-
lean formations from DBritafn.

GREAT TRAIN

The great
streamed  aeross
200-mtle tratn. It first made
felnt st Berlin, then brake into
rectionz  and  winged  southward
Berltners stayed in their sheiters
more than an

Amerlean  armada
the Reich.in a

Two siropg forcea sitacked
the huge freight yards at Drese

den, Just ahead of “the Hed
Army, and Chemnltz, also a
¥ital  traffle  artery to the

Eastern front,

Neses IE

& By THE ASSOC!

Germen  reststance  before  the
Rhine north of Cologne s eol-
apsing in the face of Gen, -
bower's great Western Fromt of-
fensive.  Some of the broken Nazt
Army has been routed, i
gments are trapped in
encireling operntion. It f3 exti-
mated ~that at least el Ger-
man Divislons have been destroyed

or badly smashed,

The Amesiean Ninth Army
haa planted Hself frmly on the
west bank of the Rhulnc facing
Ducsseldorl. it occupled
the German citles nof Krefeld
and Neuss (Noys) at the wesi-

cdgo the Ruhr.  The
Duteh rliles of Reermond nnd
Venlo have fallen fa the shat-
tere@ Slegfeied Line. And at
the morthern erd of the frent,
the Canadian First Army has

ha
has

advanced flve miles In pursuit

of Germans  wha © suddeniy

broke tnd ran In that scetor. .
third larg-

Cologne—Germany
est elty—1s being shelled by Amer

t Army artilers after
day light battering by 1,600 British
planes.

To the south, the American Third
Army has foreed open the gate of

the midale Rbine with the cap-
ture of the anclent fortr ty
of Tricrl In front of the Tatrd

Morelle Vatlry
to" the German clth
Mafnz and Frankfort on

Toule
Kablonz,
Maln,

&uasmﬁ Erone

In Northeastern

Army cavalrymen are
fng ® Russian drive to
Nani province of Pomerania.
cow dlipatches
gar oo

Germany, Resd

i
HL the
Mos-

ants and
Daltle he  German
Command  announced  to-

The 22-mile advance from Babe
iz, for all practical purpescs, cut

Danzlg off frem contact whh Ger-
many and  ssolas 150~ mile
coastal beit of Pomeranta
and Northwestern Poland fronting

on the Baltic and the Guif of
Danzig.

The Stettn-Danzig rafiway par-
alleln the Autobahn from one to

three miles nearer the rea in this
a

About 20 mtles southeas
penetration, the Germans sald, the
Russians also broke into the maih

German Jines north of Arnswalde
after croxstng the Ihna River.
The Ihna forms one of the
ehief defenses the fortress of
Stargartl, nineteen miles east of
Stettin,

Here the Russians were about
55 miles from £At Daltic and wor

o
threatening 1o drive on to the Stet-
tiner Haff, o 25-mile wide canst-
«1 lagaon, north of Stettin, through
the Oder River flows to the

oearealaggy

TATED PR

Un in an tmmediate threat to aever

the last overland enemy  supply
route between Germany proper and
Fast Prwsia. The Russhan -High
Command  declares that Germa
soldlers are dwerting  the  Nazi
Army in wholesale numbe:
The Pacific

In the Pacifie, the end of the
bitter campatan for Two s
St square miles defittely 13 in
sght, clated Press Correspon-
et Mortde Landshorg adtos from
abonrd Admiral Turner’s - flagsbip
ot Morioes v broken thisug
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Iwo Japs
Are Pushed
Into Trap

Marines Foree

thisd af the

e

enlidenee i the
come of the bitter hatte wi
 the halls of Cong:

eventual ont-
voleed

ington where Br
satd “the sttuation 15wl i hand,”

on the fsland mitex from

Yo,

Tok-

While galns Thuraday were Hmit-
cd against T opposition on Two's
castern shore, iwo divislons on the
west and conter struck ahead, under
alr cover and preceded by a shat-
tering ertillery and nneal arrege.
ATRFIELD SEIZED
‘Maj. Gen. Graves B, Erckine's
Third Divlsion occupied the weste
ern ond of uncompletea Motoyama
Afrfield No. 3. The Deviidogr al-
ready have seized Iwo's two other
cempleted airstrips.

Ma). Gen.  Keller
tank-led Fifth Div
forward on the west side to rout
the. Japancse from their few re-
maining fortilicd 1t positions.

On the oppostte side, one spear-
head on the plateau drove 800 yords
northeast to nssault HUI 362, which
iz less than a mile from the is~
land's northeast shoreline.

ockey's
on punched

Lae advance was mownnted from
captured  Motoya town, which
did not ¥ield & single civilian,

Aerial spotters among
porting carrier  mireraft
the enemy’s regrouping. AP Cor-
respondent  Morrie | Landsberg,
ahoard an expeditionary  flagship,
wrofe that the holed-up cuemy had
bogun to loh shells &t warships off-
ehore dngtead of Saving ammunl-
tion for land defense,

JAPS NEAR CRACKUP

“They  mny e
erack,” he reported,

the sup-
reported

beginning  to

Ocensfonaliy enemy mortars were
directed ot Marine heachhea bt
Adm, T W. Rin «
unloading of aupplics for the Sty
proceeded,

RTT

Cartler planes and ships’ ack-nck
drove off an cnemy it rald, one

of the few tn the U, S. controlled
waters, One Japanese bomber was
shot down hy N ack-nck  and

bembs which were umpprd renused

xm rhnm(;(v - communique
stal :

Morlaes, fhehiing downhill after
Wresting mnxt of the tsland's high-
londs, repulsed

vernd nighi coun-
In

ter-aftacky 5 Thitd cap-
tured seventeen more prizoners to
bag afnce Invaston day

bring the
.

3

RCOUs
It would mean the Japan
would have to giye up cortain pill-
boxes which otherwlse would have
to be emptid by Marhne flumes
throwers and machinegunners,
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American Heavy ﬁ%ﬁﬁ%@ry
Now Dominating The Rhine

NEUSS, Germany—(AP)—Lt. Robert Packer, a 23-vear-old former college <tudent
American company
ha

in two.

Amorwm guns now dominate the Rhine.
hour-a-day I
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Elements of the 83rd (Ohdor
fantry Diviston reached the Rhine
after fighting through Neus
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Allied Battle Plan
Worked In Reverse
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& ts along the b\nl»' of the hl“'l(
8 A 7 . and Maas
Meckdenbarg
. . T was assumed  thal . the
M < Ameriean Ninth  Army  under
Casualiies 1Lt Gen. William B, Stmpson
(Storiea  Enside) meanwhile wontd be  hattlin
—— atranger elements which should
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i+ PARIS—(AP)—The American Ninth Army wm l
'stand on the Rhine today and captured the western:eni
of the Ruhr with its large cities of Krefeld and : Neuss,

uesseldorf
eing Shelled
y Ninth Arm

German Strongholds Topple Be-_
fore American Blitzkrieg :

By JAMES M. LONG

the Iatter s suburb of Duesseldorf.

Germany's whole Western Front before the Rhine wls
collapsing.

TRIER CAPTURED
Far to the south, ancient Trier fell to .the Ameﬂm
Third Army which thus pried open the gate of :the:B
elle Valley leading to the middle Rhine cities of Cobknk,
Mainz and Frankfort.

Cologme, largest and moat important of ‘sl o

in the Rhineland, was placed . under: arlillery
again while the » American - First Army foughﬁ

than five miles away on - plaine ‘ns figt:

-Nearly 1,000 British heavy bombeérs

spfead
ble. in the metropolis, second only te "Berliy’
most bombed city on earth.

The First also beat within 15 mifes " 6f Bo 2 and
seven of Euskirchen, important Rhineland iransit centes:

The First, Ninth and Third Armll\es were w:;g'mz the
an

greatest all-American offensive

3 TY. 3c0!
the greatest victory since the Bnttany breakthrough. Th&

roken German Army was routed in sectors; gegments

had been trapped.
DUTCH CITIES TAKEN

Venlo and Roermond, Dutch bast;on cities on  th
t.

Mass (Meuse) fell with secarcely a sho

might trap thousan

The Ninth and Canadian First Armies were
within ten.miles of joining hands in a move which’
of Germany's best parachuts’

and tank troops.

Curiously,

today,

for refuge.

-|SEVED

At Krefeld, the Americans were within seven milss

af Duisburg, the great Rhineland post that serves the &

ldor{ already was being battered by artile

of the factory-packed mduatmd
alre&dy

GREA

Ruhr Due:
lery. as were other
region whose value to Hitler's war ma
|largel

The Américan triumphs had split-the Rhmy‘p!ain.

The breakthrough salient widened to 56 miles
from a point six miles north of captured Venlo tso'
Zuelpich, on the approaches to Cologne and Beam. At
Neuss, the Americans were 290 miles from Boghisg
the nearest approach from the west. Maximum ads

German
senhower
T ARTILI

A great ar
1 deep Rhine tonight.

The &3rd Infantry Division fought ﬂwiﬂly th
the bomb blasted cily of Neuss, which Hes o5 ihe

Sea ¥YANKS SURGE on pige 4

MILES FROM DUISBURG

part

ost,

ne trap already had snapped on whatever Germans
were left in the 21-by-10 mile strip between Venlo:and
nd. Escapé routes for the rest of Gen. Guatd
Von 7mwens broken 15th Army were being selled ‘off

35th largest city.

Among Rhme[ami conquests, it was second only
of Muenchen Gladbach and R

mnml veslerday,
refugees, they

vente
or his Russian Alliea,

JERY DUEL

the 11 “German Divisions . fighting. the:
Cansdians to the north stood- their ground- until- noon:
when they started frantically to cross the Rhine:

feld. & steel and rail center of 170,000 was g'reaw

formed a center of
of population eaptured byl

ery duel was in progress séross the
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