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ang less than genuthe en-’

for the b}l designed to Hbver-
‘North Carclina’s divorce laws. The

T “INatidivorce be, grafited upon
iye&r's separation haes been attacked
‘biow at the. sanctity of marriage.
ents are pressing, .in fact, for an-

: of ‘the present two-year walt-
od to three years. The longer

‘We'can recall a study offered by H.
L"Mencken some fifteen years ago, in
which he sought the worst American
state- on the basis of social, economic

d—cultural—factors—In— mauwd;uc_“

that, where divoree rates were

high, wealth and culture generally

bounded—and where they were low,

ndices of culture were likewlse low, We

jon’t “know "~ what that proves,” if any-

thing, or whether it has any bcarlng
‘upon soclal progress.

But we do know that North Caroling,
by national standards, hias o low rate
of divoree. In 1940 one out of every 1,000
Tar Heels obtained a divorce—but the
natlonal average was twice that high.
“In the same year, however, there were
3.7 marriages per 1,000 In North Caro-
ling, so that there was roughly one di-
vorce for every marriage, even so. Fur-
ther, the marriage rate In the state fell
sharply after 1938—{rom 7 per 1,000—°
due to stringent marriage laws. But di-

< ‘vorces gained slightly in the perlod.

It the statistics mean anything, here
they are:

In 1940, of North Carolinlans over 15
years of age 62 per cent of the females
“and 60 per cent of the males were mar-
ried. Five-tenths of one per cent of the
males, and_nine-tenths of one per cent
of the females were divorced. In num-~
bers, we had 6366 divorced males, 1l
064 divorced females—that under the
present laws demanding two~year sep-
aration before divorce.

By comparison, South Carolina, with
the most stringent divorce laws in the
country, had 1848 divorced males, 3.-
295 divorced females. That worked out
to eight-tenths of one per cent of the
males, five-tenths of one per cent of
the females. The rate In the Palmetto
Btate, where divorce Is “lllegal” except
under the most unusual circumstances,
4z almost as high as North Carclina's,

In light of the state's moderate rate
of divorce, and despite a slight Increase
4n.rate, the proposed onc-year slash in
‘separation requirements does not scem
to threaten home or family. Though
divorce In the country at large has been
galning, there are still only 1,150,000 dl-
vorced citizens, as against well over 60,~
©00,000 married. And only 1h Nevada,
where divorce has become a scandzlous
form of tourlst trade, Is the rate out-
Tageous. In that state, 1940 saw a di-
vorce rate of 47 per 1,000 population.

Opponents of the new bill apparently
have some such vislon in mind at the
moement, but from the record thelr fears
are groundiess. In many a° state with
divorce laws more lberal than North
Carolina's, the rate of divorce Is no
higher,

Ba;k To Reality

It's outmoded, we suppose, and by
comparison with Federal fiscal practices
it looks positively antediluvian, but the
rule of the State of North Carolina is
still to spend ho fmore than it takes in.
Not even with money lying around loose
is this policy to be altered. Governor.
Cherry spoke sharply on the pnlm to
the Legislature.

“It is the policy of this z\dmlnistm-
tion,” he sald, “that all appropriations
made for current services be provided
out of the current revenue . .. It Is not
sound business to pay current appropria-
tions out of an accumulated surplus
of former years."

‘There is an old conflict In North Caro-
lina between wants, pn the one hand,
and ability on the other—ability to pay.
The State Is progressive enough to yearn
to enlarge and lmprove its services. 1t
iz conservative enough to insist that
this be done within the means of a tal-
mystem which s not excessive but whith’
bears down all the zamie 6n our com-
parative poverty. The compromisc be-
tween these two basic qualities of pm-
gresslveness and conscrvativencss is
wally reached with mote or less 1m1.

eability and takes the form of zpendlng
$o the }tmit, but not beyond.

And so it was that when Governor
Cherry stepped into the situation of
$148,120.406 in requested appropriations
(for the blennlum) against estimated
revenue of $130,275.028, the chXs!nmre
sighed and began to lower 1ts "sights,
‘The Governor will get his way for the
reason that it is, fundamentally, North

~Carollna’s way.

The First ‘ltem

Those who look with appr

amx
.« the basis of conditions in 1930, He used every

firstor
‘withal :a " plessant,
But ‘what du we know . about . oUF - ity by con
withiothers of jts sine? :

By delvlng mw the Statistical Abstrut of|
and- E. L. Thorndike's Your Clty we have asl
n “few answers m that dangling queztion. Theyr
terms of easily

nctors of evi ryday . tell you
rl&ht off, placed Charlotte as oné of the worst citles
ong 300 he studied (of over 30,000 pcpulntmn) on

cefvable Index of social, economie, morat hnd 1nullcczuu
significance, ranging feom the number of telephones

and radios to deaths from. syphilils and homicide and
chlld labor, flliteracy, Income and -birth rate.

. In his. statistical analysis, Pasadena. Ca]ﬂomln.
turned 6ut as the best city in the country, with a
rating of 62..Charlotte was only 21 places from the
bottom. Above hs were. these: Southern citles, among
others: Tampa, Baltimore, Asheville, Roanoke, Rich-
mond, Greensboro, Nashville, Lynchhurg, Nnrmlk Bira
mingham, Atlanta, We were on a per Littte Rock,
Ra.lelgh Memphis, Below us were Knoxvllle, New

toward thé unknown Black Sea port

. where Roosevelt, Churchill and Stalin

now $it in judgment on the .uture of
our world are*prone to forget, we fear,
dark years just behind us. A look
Vérine shoulder batkto-Teheran—to—
Casablanca, should be cheering, reas-
suring. Today Drew Pearson ls lament-
Ing the fact that Mr. Roosevelt faces his
partners across the table at n greater
disadvantage than ever before.

It is his thesis that we should have
made demands for concesslons from’
Britain and Russla long ago, when the
enemy was standing at El Alamein, and
threatening at Stalinprad. Now, the
story is, the President sits without a
trump card, with his only plea one of
idealism. The intimation is that he can
only beg the boys to behave, to renounce
selfish ambitlons, to sacrifice for the
péace of the world. But who is e accept
this theory as it stands? N

Are we to belleve that, in the hour
of Britain's trlal, Mr. Churchill would
have agreed to limit the British sphere
of influence? Hardly. For in that very
time the stout old warrior was proclaim-
ing that ‘he had no intention of M~
quidating the Empire. And at that time,
too, Marshal Stalin had already begun
his accumulation of men-in-exile-Ger-
mans, Poles, Lithuanians, Cicehs and
Hungarions. With these, he already as-
saulted the coming problems of ruliv
Gggmany and the lesser Jands. To ad
HiS ans to the future prepared long
in advance, as di¢ Mr. Churchill.

We must expeel (hat the Big - Three
neeting will offer same comprom
some perhaps dizappointing o Amert-
cans, But we cannel afford (o fank the
whole enterp Tor want ol
tion, If it develops thal Ru
Dumbarton  Oak: and  demands
power i the matter of aggression-—that,
15 at least propress, Awnd 30 the Polish
problem Isn't resolved to our salis
tion, there are compensations.
and foremost, and of utmost imporl h)
us all, Is the questlon of Germany.

Bhe, after all, is the common enemy.
And If the Big Three, as indicated, can
come to an agrcement that she must
hereafler be watehed over by powerful
combined forcesizthen the future of Eu-
rope is by 50 much the safer, We can-
not afford to look upon Drltaln and
Russia with the same suspicion that we
have for Germany. We have only the
record to scan, and the common pur-
poses to examine, to understand that,
however we may. differ in detail, the
United Natlons took with one eyé to the
future. And the vital factor concerning
that futurc is the control of aggres-
sion. That, so far as Europe Is concern-
ed, comes down to the practical matter
of keeping Germany on the stralght and
nzrrow path, Beyond that, anything clse
Is gravy.

Famous 4-F's

It appears that Washington’s harassed
Selective Service officials, whe must still

_wrestle with all manner of medical de-

ferments in this time of manpower crl~
sls, took time out for an appreclative,
laugh the other day. The late Dr. Logan
Clendening, pondering the modern 4-F
in the-light of history, turned out a list
of the world's great soldiers who would
have been lost to us, had they been alive
and eligible in this war,
His rejectees:

George Washington, falsc tecth.
Von Bismarck, everwelght.
Napoleon, stomach ulcers,

U. §. Granl, alcoholism,
_Julius Caesar, epilepsy.

Lord Nelson, one arm, one eye.
Kaiser Wilhetm, withered arne.

That done, General Hershey’s crew
turned back to Its tremendous task, This
litile bit of poinicd information, per-
hips, led S5 to a new appreclation ‘of
the abilities of the 8.00006-man pool
of 4-F's, and they attacked 1t wlth a
new relish and fewer inhibitions,

Statesinen At Worlk

(Serious,

R HOFFMAN ¥fichy. Mr. Spoker,
section 240 of chapter § entitled “Fe
eral Corrupt Practices” of title 2 of the

United Siates Code reads as follopr:
e, 249. Promises or pledges by candis
&ate. )
1t Is amiawful for any eandidate to directly
or tndlrectly promisc or pledsh’ the appoint-
ment, er the usc of his Influence or support
for the appelntment of any person to any
pwblic or private position or-employment, for
o purpese of procuring support In bis can-
sdacy.
Boction 1b of itle 18 of the United States
Oode, entttled "Criminal Code and Ciiminal
“msocedure,” Tesds a5 follows:
See 16, . Politloal activiy—Fromize of
sisemteCompensation or other benefit.
¢ sl e madawfsl for any person, dirécte
4% fndicectly, ts premlee sny employment,
gentibon, . sompensatien, or other benee
RS provided for o made possible In wholo
& h poat h; ssg sot ef Congress, to A1y

faccttous and camte czcerpts: from the Congresstonal “Geeord).

persan an « or, or reward
for auy palifical actislty or Tor the support
ol or uppusition {0 any candilate or any
politieal party in any clection,

In his letter to Jes
retary of Commeree, w ) Junuary 20,
3945, the President frankly stated that he -
Wi appolnting Henry Wallner Secretary of
Commeree in relurn fox b paliticnl services
during the Inst eampaien: that as his reward
for_political serviee Tendered, Mr. Wallace
could have almast uny Job he thought he

was qualified 1o hold.

“The only remmining muestion 15, had the
Presidentout any time prior to the_clection
promised Mr. Wallaco that he wolld give
him a polltical Job if Mr, Wakace supported-
~the Admintstration during the pending eam-
palgn?

Now, does angone dauht
e Chicago convention v

the then Sec-

‘bt that after
. Mr,

b od, the Pre
Mr. Wallace dutlng the coming campaign?
X think nto

orl t lem, Columble, High
Foint, Eharloston.

So much for that, By these combined indlces, Char-
lotte was. In 1930, n comparatively poor place in which
1o live. And thie chances are that our place In Ameri-
can municlpat life_ hasn't changed much, On the basls
of 1940's census, there ore these things to conside

With—our-population-ofjust_over 100,000, we_were
the 91st city In the land. We had grown far more In
ten years than any other city in the category between
100,000 nnd 111,000, Most of the others in the table
below (chosen arbitrarlly for snke of cumpnnsom had
jost population, but Charlotte had jumped by 20 per
cont. Roughly o third of the populstlon “wni. momeliie
—meaning Negro 1o this ense. And that is the largest
pereentage in the 1lst, challenged only by Tampa's
23,000-odd Negroes. That, of course, colors all ather
factors involved.

Charlotte doesn't put much store by votlng, having
fewer segistered voters than any olher city in the
group cxcent Knoxville, Note that Duluth, Minn, ai-

How We Stack Up

Nonwhites

.1940 pop. rank
No.

Haoxvllle, Tenn.
Cambridge, Mas:
Reading, Pa.
New Bedford,

3.

Mass, -

Canton,

“Tanipa, .

3 mmm. Cal, .

knm(nﬂl(‘. M
Lowell, Maks, ..
Sonth Bend, Iml. ..

m Dulnth, Minn,

4»1 Ghanlolte, N. G,

@2 Uttea, N, Y,

"By Brew

WASHINGTON

DIPLOMAX’H wha studied Lie agendn of the Big Three
Conference i advance, say thit Franklin Roozevell
nc cruelal conference of bls easeer. Out uf
ik \»m.( me either world peace and an ordered workd
for the next 50 vears; or the carly
weeds of another war
Toorevelt’s problem will be to pe
ade Stalin and Churchill to go alou
on broud unselfish pedce plans, includ
inir Dumbarton Onks, at_n thne when
most of tlie. tramp cards o Jonger
are n )m hand - §
cenrs ngo, Just
fel), Lh\ucmll wonld hvo ghy
thing, nny kind of broad pence
chinery, any reasonabie part of the s
emplre o lean support. i
TFadsy he wil not even promise L
- reiurn of Hong Kong:to Chlua.
Fhree_years ago when Russ
fighting hack ta the wall at
have glven far-reaching pledges for z: ml peace plan,
Today he wil not even aceept DumbiFlon Oaks unless
Ktussia has n veto of the councll of the Unlted Nattons
to Dlock any dlseipllnary actlon against an . aggressor
natlan, N
FDR hos to face the fact that both Stalin and
Churehilt now have most of 'what they want, ntd Roose-
¥olt §5 left; with nlmost no trump,cards, excepl the
humaitsrinn appenl that the Allics must not sbandon
the goal of pesce for which mankind fought, plus the

1, Stalin would

ite
erens i the average ‘city class has abbul: thres
or. lour per cent of ity houses with more than:1§ parm

to the room, Charlotte has 11: per:cent.:: Here; we' re
suved n-nm the bottom place only by Kn: xvms. :
r schools suffer by comparison,’ f umuu
expendmu-e of sss'looo was the lone ﬂxure w4l
‘That, however, i3 counter-balanced by:the ‘fact
thnc Charlotte’s agulls of 25 years of age oOF.more have
had -an average of 92 years in Sehools . That was. the
highést average in the iot, excepting Sacramento..:The
other two Southern towns; Knoxville and Tamp,: had
averages of 8.6 and 8.4 years.

Charlotte shines in the matier of emplbymem' 8P+
parently our Industriel condition was noteonly ve
sound—but, people hereabouts-liked to work (this ca
us some surprise). e had more persons employed thm
Ry of the other cities, far ‘outstripping cltles very near
our own population level,

‘We scored no better than falr In the number o.t
manumctuﬂng plants, indicating, of course, that th

ue industrial center, Wages pald by Chmowe
TRDRIaclurers, HOWEYer: compared {avorably, rosting

over $8,500,000—ns against $5,695000 for Duluth, Whlch .

boasts ten more plants.
There were s number of other items we had mo
room for in the table, which might be of interest:
Avernge monthly rent in Charlotte was $27.06, falrly
low by comparison;. there were only 19077 radios, the
®_smalle: y city; the.average monthly elec~

st 1
tric bill was $3.70° (scve n*cluvs were higher): there wero ..

112 Infant deaths, & figure exceeded only by Tampa and
Knoxvllle: the gross Clty debt was $3.101,000 (only six
eitics had higher); the number of City employees, ex=
cluding schools, was T04—and only two clties had fewer,
There, on the basis of these facts, does Charlotte
stand,  Her living, breathing spirlt 13 not i thess figures,
perhaps; her municlpal soul may yond disseation,
But o5 o place to itve, by comparison With other cities,
her size, she must bo messured by such means.
the whole, we'd e doesn't do badly, But the table
below wilt mmcm “hat she has got fo do @ wholo
lot better.—B.

With Cmes in Our Class

Pct. Units
Expend.

et Es

2476,000
1,490,000
1,580,060
1,092,000
1,581,000
1.041,000

837,000
1,642,000

UBAIR

Pearson

Perhaps the toughest nut Roosevelt has to crack fs
cure Stolin‘s nceeptance of the Dumbarion Ouks

e machinery without crippling emendiments.  Firsy,
however, Jot’s examine the polnts on the sgeade which
shauld be o ‘There are five main ftams on the Blg

Thyee agenda, & follos

1. War agatnst Japan—Thiz was promised by Stalin
al Teheran as seon as Germany was defealed. It was
promlsed in return for the Allicd second front In Gers
many and there is no reason to befieve St&Hn will pos

keep this pledge.

2. Poland—Roosevell 15 proposing’ s compromisa
where Premicr Mikolajczylk, recently reslgned from the
London-Polish_Governtment, will enter the Russlan-In-
pired Lubln Government of Poland. The United States

Brita would then recogalze the Lublin Government,
The President fs alro proposing that Russia withdraw
some of Ms claims Lo old Pokund s u conciliatory gesture
1o tlie Pole : .

3. Fhé Baltici provinces—The Uniled States will now
recognize Lithuania, Latvix and Estonfs 5o part of Rus-
sia, Tlus Gar the. United States has recognised them na
separate cowritries, and stifl have bailic dlplomats in
Washinglon. But.as & gesture to Stalin we wiif now
formally recognize these sfates as Russian.

4, Punishment of war criminals—The. Big Thise mill
have o troublo tn ugreeing an the strongeat foint mea-

o puntsh the war guilty, fchuding” jolat Au(cd,

Postwar trade with Russin—Roosevelt i pmpos- h

ing = loan or credit of about six billlons for Russia ta”

threat that tho Ameriedn people, I will
become dsolatlontst as never before,

miy 8 amount of Ammcan goods o Testora”
her war-ton cconpmy.

. thance

Leonerseey mes sonvce, me YRR, W AT R

“She says if youw'll ircrease her allowarice: so ahe ‘tan ‘
.take skiing-lessons. she’s.almost.certain t voted
most accomplished girl in her tlass!”

Still An Air War

By Marquis Childs

IGHTH AIR FORCE BASE,

England — Becausé they have

ecome almost & matter of routine,
the public has taken for granted
the day to day achievements of
the U, S. Army Alr Farces that
three or four years ago would have
made 8 sensation.

A headline says
that @ thousand
or 1500 planes
hmc been sent

Germany.
What that means
in organization, in

lanning and in
discipline you ean .
hardly appreciate ¥
untll you've seen §
it. I have had a
to  ob-
serve & bomber
group in  actlon,
and all I can s fs~don't - take ft
for granted next-time you sce one
of those headlines.

This  unit—the 446th  Bomber
Group—is a world in itself. Blg,
sofid, Texan Colonel Troy W,
Crawford of El Paso s the com-
manding officer responsible for
getdog the planes into the air

The top planning is done by Li-
Gen. Jimmy Dodllttle, who makes
the final decisions on the targets
and the number of plancs to go
over, ‘Then orders are sent down
through divislons  and  wings to
bomber groups such as this one.

When the order comes lo put up
the masimum number of planes
that the unit can send up, the
first step I8 to- alert the ground
crews. Shorily after midnight they
go to work on (he bix Llveratars
*on line"”

The bombers scattered around
the perimeter of the field arc not
under sheiter, and nelther are the
men whe work on them, This
means that through the cald, wet
night the ground crews clamber i,
over and under the blg planes.
They test the thousand and onc
gadgets in this most complicated
of machlnes.

At 2:30 the plane crews are
wakened. Dressing for the Arctic
cold of high altitudes is a slow
and careful process that is not
completed  until  after  bricting.
First comes breakfast, and at about
4 otclock the crews are ready for
the main briefing. They crowd into
the briefing room. where Intellig
ence  officers explain the target

gators and. bombardiers. ..Bmalles_.

_groups huddie in corners making

careful notes on all important
inta.

‘While bricfings are as thotough
a3 possible and are based on all
avallable Intelllgence, to an out-
sider they have casual sound. &
‘What the 27-vear-old colonel with
the polntér in front of the room
Is talking mbout is how these men
may be able to save thelr llves if
they run into serlous trouble from
wheather or the enemy. He tells
them the signals to use it they
have ta take the course of last re-
sort, and again there is brief, ale
most disdainful laughter.

Toke-aff time 15 tlose to what
is theoretically called daylight over

ere. It is stilf dark outside when
the briefings are over. A thin mist
is blowlng over the ficld. From the
control tower you cannot sec the
planes Hning up for the taKe-off,

Now in the darkness ard fof, the
first plane Is coming down the
runway. To the right of the con-
trol (ower. a scarchlizht throws a
long shaft of light acrass (he run-
way, Planes wmust be in the air
before ‘they reach the band of
light, 'In order to clear the trees
invisible at the end of the feld
In the shaft from ihe scarchlight
you can sec fine raln falling.

The fourth planc off scems tied
1o the ground. We In ihe controf
tower are all trying to help it wp
B just clears the hurdie of light,
ke a horse barely over & Jump.
You breathe more casily when {t's
over. -

In his calm drawl  Colenel
Crawford says, "This fsn't really a
bad morning.  Why, somctimes you
can't even-see the planes as they
g0 past the contral tower, You
can hear them, but you can’t sce
them.

Now in the graying light the
last planes are leaving the fleld.
For the first time you can see the
prove of trees off at the end of
the runway and you cAn appres
clate how close a shave #t was for
some of those ships that seemed to
be carthbound,

Up above the overcast at 10,000
feet in ihe brilliant sun, hidden
from us, they arc forming up. At
other English bases, this same thing
has been happening. Our squads
rons in  formation will join athers
ta form a group, and ihat group ¢
will be ane of many In an are

and  enlarged and
maps
front of the darkened room.

It {3 a werions buslness. Ref-
erence to “comparatively light flak"
over the tagget area draws brief,
ironic langhter. These boys know
what “comparatively Ilight flak"
means cven In this phase of the
ale war with Germany, when most
planes get back safely.

After the main briefing there are
special briefings for pilots, navi-

Narrow

are thrown on a screen in

mada. for many, miles
across the frozen sky. They wiit
come back—those that do come
hack—slx ar seven hours later.
1t-1s-not Just-n- malter of gete .
tng men Inte planes and. plancs
off the ground. Sometimes upwards
of 15000 men are in the air. But
back of them nre long lnes of
trucks carrying gasoline and bombs,
and behind the trucks arc ships,
and back of the ships.are the great

industrial plants o(}u\cncz\.

Escapes

By Hol Boyle

WITH THE 83RD INFANTRY
DIVISION IN BELGIUM. Jan. 34
= iDelaged) — ) Narrow  cseapes

ay occcurrences at the
Tt gne drawling _sergeant
nges mnyone
e | i

front,

i sergoant smielled smoke
wna apping wildly at his
ieg

"A plece of flying metal bad
hit 3 box of matchrs in my
pocket and act them afire’’ he
arld. "It waa the hollest Hght
1 have even been int

bega

There am ‘l

ph* 1s one of the steadiest
souvenir hounds® in bis Infan-
try regiment. One night he was
swakencd tn his  snug  foxhole
Ly & thud on its heavil
Lered dirt roof. But he waa d
and .only” mildly. Intcreated
seon was droaming agam of
- - back on Flatbush Avenue.
_ When he climbed out of ths
* foshole the next morning he
found an uneaploded B8 sheil

woy
and
e

.. Infantry Regiment. geb.

embedded - in the togs.

“No souvenir for®me — that
ane” sald Mascari and mo¥ed
off to find a new home,

Adott Hitler wiil never get i,
but he has & vote of thanks com-
ing to hlm for helying the 3Mth
ita _mail
quicker. —

Without  hls  knowledge, Der
Fuchrer _recently donated a pers
senal car to the mallman
Permy Moffa, New York Ofty. It

o coplmed “Volkswagon- ‘
the future—-which
Moffa palnted ouve drab and add-
ed a white star. Now it ploughs
the  snowdrifts with mail  lor
Uncle Sam's nephews,

Stickiug his neck. out to dellver
fatlgue clothes to advancing dough-
boys did nol win any gratitude
for S:Sgt. Paul Keab of Long
Istand, N. Y.

He was taking up  jeepload
of ciothing when an artiliery
barrago foreed him,te run for
shelter tn' a dilch.” When the
shells stopped failing he climb-
ed back n and drove on, Ha
dtstributed  the clothing-—and
then complalnts hegan pouring
in,

“Lobk," satd a group of soldiers,
holding up palrs of .trolisers which
nad been tiddied by shrapnel-whiie
the supply sergeant was flatiin
the ditch,

“What can  yin o de—things
are laugh everywhere,” Heidald,
giving the old Army answe
But i meant anethér: rou
trip through  shelifive ta
some un)\'enllla(cd trousees,

i

i
)




