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“has fiot been due to chlcmery.
qagh the Legisiature has been ap-
shed by some pretty high-priced
on behalf of the loan sharks.
the face of it, interest running up
40,°50, 200% s usury doubled and re-
bied, and everybody s against It.
The al.m;mmene that deadlocks bills
‘tomes when the Lepislature essays to

gitimatize an interest rate in excess

Loans In small amounts to borrowers

‘ployees, keeplhg records, making credit
iavestigations, collecting the dough =
" $he 'game wouldn't be worth' the candle.
D1 a $25.00 loan, for example, 6% inter-
would come to only $1.50 a year. If
41 lender falled to get back the prin-
“pipal Zum, It Would take the intgrest-on
#score of such loans to put him where
e started from. .

The lenders have their side of the.
argument, and it is a valid one provided
you rzcognize the validity of soliciting
doans in_smail amounts. We don't recog-

We believe, on the contrery, that it

%0 catch up with thelr other borrow-
Aigs. If it 18, by chance, & firat offense,
- it will be an introduction to & vicious
d - habit-forming clrcle.
THe bill to regulate the small-loans
buslness In North Carolina evades that
dssue of public necessity mnd leaves up
the State Binking Commission the
formulation of- rules by which such en-

commission will have the kettls of fish
fry. We wouldn't like the job, For the
net 18’ that it 1s impossible to conduct
business which s economically and
morally unsound on any besls which
2 State could countenance.

49th State

Representative Joe Ervip, who 15 not
averse to dropping Important bills in
the hopper-of the House simply be-
cause he 1s o freshman Congressman, is
8fter making Alaska the 49th state of
¢ Unlon. Aslde from sthrring uvp &
dlckens of a lot of trouble for flig de-
signers, the move to induct this great
Teriitory nto statehood is & big busi-
sless deal.

It involves the transfer of 588400
#quare miles of territory (an area equal
te that embraced by Maryland, Virginia,
West  Virginla, Tennessee, Kentucky,
North Caroling, South Carolina, Georgla,
Florida, Alabama, Mississipp], Loulsiana
and Missouri). It Involves, also, the
transfer of over 72,000 people of a pop-
ulation which increased 23 per cent be-
tween 1930 and 1940,

Alaska 8 an undeveloped reglon of
‘only elght populated places boasting
Population of 1,000 or more (or was in
1840). It has only 23 Incorporated
towns, with a total assessed valuation
of something aver $45,000,000. Its terri-
tory runs from the Bering Sea, where
_Biberiz is almost within sight, to the
~ Arctic Sea, far out to the tip of the
Aleutians, and down the Canadlan coast

Alaskan resources are fneredibly vast,
and have scarcely been touched, thanks
to government control. In the coastal
forests slone, the annual cut from. res-
ervations iz about 50 milllon board
fest. The combined wild lfe resources
of the Territory are estimated at $100,+
000, The ennual value of {ts manu-
factured fishery products 1s about 86
890,000, The output of its.mining indus-
1y is valued at over $23,000,000 &,

scarcely begun, is rapidly Increasing.
tradé s almost -exclusively with lhc

Statesmen

{Serious,
Senator Vandenberg of Mlchl[nm

w was defeated for m- position of p

it pro tempore oI thate, le L\r‘cl‘ cd

n thusly
'X'hh rss\dt Bast cnlh’rly unv\'vtck‘d As
matter of fact, 1 nm used tg 1t TR

But-T hxve Ty

Conselation, 1 the good old days when

an sanlty and wisdom were in cone

68 the Benats, the late Benntor Plttman,

mbnquenﬂy was: prestdent pro’ temporo

\thy Besate for many years, was defeated

Haneh before, There was & Democratic

17 wmch finally elected him, and he

“say to-me o hia liter vic-

yeu-s hen he was the one who

under, wxmz for the fifth time."

e 1848, I give it to
%mhwy (Leughter)

this painless defdal I

ﬁa the very hesrtfelt sonti-

-mssessment,

publie servant in th
w-dear friend from
hope that his

‘W 8 {ifth, 5o thathe

United States. Its chlef :xports are gold,
sliver, salmon, furs and skins.

We bought Alaska rrom Russi in
1867 for $7,200,000—or & little ‘over $12
per-square mile, Rep. Ervin wants to -
cash In on our Investment now, to be
* ready for a period of post-war expan+--
ston.,

L Is Tlns The End?.

Today Dorothy T‘hompson; readers

“ will follow her words with a mounting

excitement, for she points -out i con-
vinelng fashion just how late is the hour,
and just how near the end of the war
in Europe might be. To those who have
followed her since she began crylng out
the menace.of Hitler at the beginning
o his black refgn, today's column will
be gospél, and will be accepted as glad
tdings..As we read _it, we_sensed anew
the significance of these days, and the
momentous Import of the Red Army's
progress toward Berlin,

We were struck, too, by the thought
that there has been nothing written
In this veln since the German - break-
through in Belglum. The public must -
realize that, from top to bottom, U. S,
offielaidom has been deliberately snft-
pedallng the good news sinee. that coun-
ter-attack. - Whereas "Presldent, Prime
- Minister and Chiefs of Staff- were once
given to predicting about the war's end,
there has not been a whisper of Iate,
Miss Thompson makes their caution
sound like over-caution, and brings us
to reflect that we may soon be facing
an histeric victory without having been
prepared for it.

‘We are not prane ta discount (hu N'wl
threat that resistance will go on to the
Iast, and ‘that battles will flare in Ger-
many even after Berlin has fallen.

But, though we have lately been pre-
pared for the extension of the war in
Europe, we have nol heen prepared at
all for the possibiity Biss Thompson
ralses—that it may end at my moment
or within & matier of a few short weelks.
And it {5 her beHef that, most Important
of all, the Western Allles are not pre-
pared themselves, elther politically or
milkarily, 8he s certatn that the R
slans are ready, and there 1 no reason
to doubt that. They seem riways to be
ready for anything, Are we all, civilians
and fighting men of the Western world,
abdut to be ambushed by history?

The Great Unwatched.

Cecll B, De Mtille, a rebedllous member
of the AFL unilon, American Federation
of Radio Artists, has glven up an Income
af $260,000 a year over & matter.of prin-
ciple which invoives the cash amount
of one dollar. Because he refused to pay
the unfon’s dollar assessment levied to
help fight the anti-closed shop amend-
ment in California, he, has been barred
from the alr and the weekly broadcast
for which he recéived $5,000 is belng
handled by others.

Here 13 a struggle worthy of note.

The unlon, holding complete power
over Its members, controls thelr right
to work. If they do not abide by its rules
~-down to paying its levied assessments
~they cannot hold thelr jobs. It is this
to which Mr. De Mllle s0 strenuously
objects. Perhaps the movie mogu} should
not belong to an AFL union anyway,
and certainly he does not depend upon
his radle show for o lvelthood — but
those matters are beside the point. This'
is an affalr (and a serlous one) between
the unions and their members.

The closed shop has become an ac-
cepted principle, though there is still
battle done in its name. Unlons have
assumed control over the right to work
In many industries. and their influence
Is spreading. Whether these unions are
well-behaved 6r not, right or wrong,
responsible or Irresponsible, there arlses
the guestion of whether- there should
not be some satety valve set upon them.

If unfons hold this power over the
right to work, does it not follow that
they should also be Hmited In the exerw
clse of 1t? Should not there be some
means of protecting the Indlvidual
worker “from arbltrary edicts? Should
every union member be subject to any
for Instance, whether for
political, charitable or nny other pur-
posg? Shouldu't the ordinary member,
caught In.Mr. De Mille’s predicament,
have some recourseother than to for-
felt his job and appesl to .the courts?
We think he should.

We don't know what the method Of

3

" control should be, or how it might be

devised without threalening labor's
rlghts, But there must. be «va way,
and we'd like to see' it tried.

At.

ork

facetious and comic ezcerpts from the Congressional Record),

- than lhc'(n,nnm ed Senalor from Tennes-

o member

ver rendered by un)
rhﬂ'nb(’r, it
Tennesser, 1
clccnun \\lll be m.ndu unang-
mous. A
Mr. Barkdey, Mr. Presddént, tn view of
the rematks of the Senator fram Michigan
Iam prompted to suggest that while he 3 muy
have been In the past opposed (o four terms
he is not opposed to four eandidacies or even

va ume appeared  in’ tha  pape ot it uh
highly ‘important nollclu reﬁrm:u titire: u'lnﬂnnl

~Japan

with ‘were -discussed
. Pacitie  relationis st Hot Spﬂnn, -v Most : important :

' of all was'm proposal zhuBnu.lhwrehlnmpemr
Hirohito and the leaneae ruun
* in_the post-war setup of Ji
Bir Peul Butler, leldlnl ldvﬂer to
+ the British Foreign Office, 1éd the ap-~
peal IOI' Hirchito,
Behind_closed doqru lt the swank
tead Hotel” Butier made - this
hlunt pronouncement; “No alternative
to a monarchial system, under the press
ent emperor or some other member, of
]lkely to provide the focus

# Sir Paul's tender concern for the
Japanese monarch brought = tart
ply from Dr. Hugh Shih, fotrmer ch]nna Ambassador
to the USA who suggested that Hirohlto be exled to
- London “glong with the ather discredited monarchs.”

Other Unitéd Natlons gdelegates also were vigoroualy °.

. sed to the British policy of appeastng the emiperor.
M 1 siznificant of all' was the position of the British
Dominjons—Canada, Australia and New Zealand—which
split with the delegation from the British Isles itself.
The Canadians demanded a complete house-cleaning in
Jap: the Dominien delegates from “down under”
.,reed with them,

Son of Lord Halifax
Lt. Richard_Wood, son of British_Ambassador. Lord
Halifax, lost hoth his legs in North Africa. A German
dive bomber atficked a motorized British” column, and
planted u bomb square in the lap of Lieutenant Wend.
Fortunntely the. bomb wns & tud. it 1t ervetied nis
legs, and they were immediately nmputated well above
the knce,
Wood has been In Washington for some weeks, with
his father and mother, at the British Fmbassy. (Inel-
dentally, his brother Peter was kifled n action, and the

Tiospl
A pital to kéep hi

Wndm

but veterani He hu
artificlal Hmbs, lﬂd has mastered N‘uﬂhlll m
: of walking.,
- . But his cir got sbuck on an ley bl the
ueuun. Y Wood wlnhd to get:to thg hos.

So he cllmbed out of the cu, I-m‘l bubble\i \!p the joy -
hill with the help 6f his cane, He reached the boﬂ-.
pital dnd gave his talk to’ the soldisrs,

Veterans’ Hospital

T Although the Army boasts of 1ts Walter Reed- Gen-

eral Hospital in Washington as the finest in the coun-
try, hundreds of servicemen come out severely critical,
exeepn of the actusl surgery performed,

Hesd of Walter Reed.is M-yelrﬂld Major ane]’ll
Shelly U. Marletta, General Pershing's close friend. and
pemznal physiclan. General Mnrleu X renowned

tor, but niot 20 strong as an administrator, with the
muxt of that thy oaplm morale is~extremely low,
especially among.erffisted

One, Talling 1y that t.he Armyu vaunhed rehabilita- -
4jon program has never been properly installed at Waiter
Reed. The only- serious attempt at rehabilitating yet-
eram is for men who are to remain in the service.
Thos to gt are ignored, ~

one result la ﬂllt W!rd attendants are dolng a thriv-
ing busincss selling llguor from fiva to fifteen dollars s
quart. Visitors have often noted that the innocent-ap-
pearing pltchers-alongside hospital cots contain - lgud
much stronger than Coca Cola, whils nurses have been
known to go through a ward dhlrlblllln[ ice cubes.

Recently the men in Ward:32,-most of them in trace
tion splints which require absolute quiet, drank so much
and became 50 nofsy that an MP appeared fo Testore
order and wns beaten up by the patlents. Several
patlents were set back several weeks in thelr recovery
as a result of leaving thelr cots to jump on the MP,

The Left Hand Knoweth Not What The Right Hand Doeth

" The %aﬁ‘ﬂe %ei‘ween Ameméns

By Samuel Grafton

. NEW YORK
THE President may have messed the “Wallace case @
little by not being_entirely frank.
fetter to Jesse Jones fhat he was
Wallace for hls work during the campnign.
the nomination on the lowcst possible level, It gave
the impression that the President was trylng to put one
over, that he was finding a job for a
friend and supporter, Many thought,
of comrse, that the President -had
furger reasons, that he wanted Wallace
to be Secretary ‘of Gommerce because
Wallace Is u liberal, and js determined
to work out n plan for full employment,
But by not mentining thes¢ larger
. the Presfdent made hls own i *
motives seem furtive and aloost, Sur-
replitious; ws if there were something
to bide: again, as It Do were trying
to vutone over,
i5 an ustonlshing performance,
brcatic the 35, In fucl, nothing to
Lide. ‘The President conld have sald,
auite candldly. that. he s Just made o namber of cons
servative nppojntments to the State Department, nelud-
g sueh siness men ns M Stetting layton and
Ttackeleller; but that there fter nll,-n huge Mberal
interest in A that (s Interest deserves yepre-
sentation us well ws any other, and that Ne was naming
M. Wallace to Coml in order to balance off an
round out the pleture, Thls would have put the wholo
umm on the table, where everybody could look at it.
ould have been hard te ohjeet to Mr, Wallaco
atter (i Hud of presentation, without conviellng one-

will-be i ha-posirion
a fitth uuum(. v on the
4mehu-

ERG. T I\c

hereafter ta oppose

part of anybody.
Mr. VANDEND!

Kentucky

or at any rate the 1 Lerpretation of ft.

am the Hving example.

Senator from

self of wantlng everything one's own way. and to want
cverything onc's own way is kind of unethical in a
democracy.

The candid, objective approach would have been of
educational value to all of us. It would have made us

. Lcomm.sses wb g atavier, v 7 mess 0. . pur: 7,

“Now stop fussing! Can Johnny help it if he hag a cold’k

Here’s his snow shovel and

they mustn't be dxsuppomted. so.see that you don't mias’
a singl

. The End Comes

By Dorothy Thompson

NEW YORK
¥, this very lste nour—much
later than anyone would think
from reading the mititary com-
mentators on the EUropean war—
ft s time to think. and to think
In the clearest most tough-mind-
cd way, For if we don't, we are
‘golng to be sreatly surprised.
The German war is golng ta be
over - in_any minute to some
weeks. The miiftary situation on®
the Eastern Front
indicates it. Even
i the German
Administration
St were intact,
and had the laval
following of Ariny,
feaders, -
the German
case
would be hope-
less. There are
N0 Teserves; man-
power s extiaust-
ed; and with the
capture by the

Russfans of Pollsh and German
Upper  Silesla, essential material
Tesources have vanished. Without

these, it would be impossible to
continue long to defend even the
best prepared fortificatlons.  And
no such fortifications are In the

path of the advancing Soviet
Armies,
But the Administration 15 not

titact, and the civillan rear s In
a_complete state of demoralization.
The communication system  has
ceased ta funetlon. The -movement
of troops easiward Nas become
most lmpossible because the rall-
roads are blocked by refucecs.
There are reports that the ration-
fng system has broken down over
large areas.

Before the refugees began siream-,
tng from the east, there were some
.thirteen milllon  people
been bombd aut. The stream can-
not_be checked. because the Nazl
prapacanda for twa years has con-
tinually warned the pccplc that
every . German. eavght by
Rusan Armtes will elthey by e
¢4 or deporied o Sibecia, There
arc reports nf clashes between
Votkesturm and S, S troops, There
are desertions from Naai
and even from the 8.

The Deputy Mavor
who_must have been a
ing Nazi. has been ar: B
Hitler. One of the inventors of the
V.weapons, tho robot bombs, the

Ale

;\! Bre:

an,

face the fact that conscrvatism and n Amer-
fea must'learn fo live fogether, 1t lsnt M. Rooserelts
fault that there is a huge liberal hloc In Amerlca, as
well as a great conservative bloc. He didn't Invent the
country; he has to work with it the way It

But by action rort of ashamcd that there Is & vast
liberal bloe, by humming & wordless tune and doing his
best to look ns Uf he were only waiting for a trolley
cur in making the Wallace nomina the President

1o commence {ts upronr. The conser
better than he does when is
instead of frontaly.,

whole question of wh:
Uberal apinion tn America ean
they Intend to square off for o £
In the Wallace matter,

The refoction of Wallace, the refusal to admit

he aepresents a lnrge and D of opind

hat

Wil b gage thtgwn dsswn for se battles in
the futare.

t Is something to be scared of. If we were an
m:rumv(l country, the Ailles might b
Istening to onr of the mom
golng o govern iteelf afu

sk, The country scems sph
seem (o want to copie tegethe
over even o moderate a political
will keep order niter the war cn

seleatlst Professor Hast-
. mnnn has fled to Sweden and
there to Moscow—ta join

the
German Commitice and nm “mtom -

of German Ofdicers’ there.

The *German  press makes no
banes about 1t: Panle s Sreeping
from east to west, and the nex
cight davs will be’ decisive, There
is such thing as o defeated
Army that can go on fightlng In
such a condltlin of natlonal de-
moralization, When a totalitarian
atate cracks, §t Is the Gotterdam-
merung—and that la the present
Wagnerlan ncene,

And nfter this—what?

The German situatton will not
be one that ean be handled ac-
cording to normal precedures. We

People’
Editors, Tue Nzws:
Writlng you as 8 manufacturer

of essentlal war materials in the

rlotte terrltory, I want to ex-
to you our appreclotion for

ranks, -

here’s his list of customers.

e one!”

must lmaglne that perha;

third of the populatlon withln the

pre-Hitler German borders will be

living In improvised camps. To the -
already bombed out will be ldded
the refugees. from

dc&eulnx

0 to or no possibility 'of reach-

lm; Tnor, A figure of twenty mil-
-lion is conservative.

This refugee population s mixed
up from all parts of Germany
©with all its normal connections
lost. Means of Identiticatlon
destroyed under such conditlons. In
this inchoale mass, anyohe, Inctud-
ing the most fanaticai Nasis, can
disappear. To organize a Govern-
ment, in such a- situatien, by [t~
eral or parlamentary means I
fmpossidle. And, In such 5 mess,
to create any sort of clvillan erder
by an AMG or a milary occupa-
. Ylon alone will be hopeless, There
must be authority, police, and or-
° ganization. There mus
who
where the sourcés of autharity can
be arganized. There must ba
carefully prepared program,

Tt extsts, But it Ls nn! an Inters
Allled program. It ix Sovlet,

The Russlans M\n\\' Mm they
want., They have not waited until
the WRF WAS OVer to prepare mn-
thodically for 1. 'nm have an
authority for Qermany, and a po-
fice. Two undrd . Sronanit pris.
eners of war have bren inductrl-
nated and trajned. togeiher with
officers the  Free . Gierman
Commtttee, but espechalls In the
Unton of German O they
have men whose names are known
to every Gevman

General Von Sexdlite,” the clilet
beain-traster  of the  committre,
bears a name honoted in German
mliitary history since the days* of
Frederick the Great, His ancestar,
another General Von dlllx. was
the min who won Tpper SHesa
for ¥ruwia from (JIL\ Austro-
Hunzarian neral  Von

ture of Germany lles in hand-in-
~gloye-co-operation-with—the_Sovlet .
Unlan, and Intends to carry out
that pot .

The

Moscow  agreement  made

and signed Bu Messrs. Hull, Molo-
tov, and Eden {n October, 1943,
contuns this passage:

“After the termination of hos-

tlittes they will not emp; their
Hary forces within the terri-
Stotles of other states. except

the purposes envisaged In this dece
laratlon’ and after folpt consulta-

o

Thls was, and can only be {n-
terpreted to mean—In the frame-
wark of the rest of the textethat
the occupation should be s, com-

mon sk for common  purposes

and be commanly ended. Rut there
15 nothing i the agreetent which
suee

concerns the  Germnt
Ifvone power cstablis
‘gion a real authority
succescor, and the M!\(‘H IMI
do so. who will take ov
Germany  when  the mnllm!lnn
ends? “And, for that matter. on
whom will all the occupying au-
thoritles have to depend o overe
come chaas?

@Eaﬁorm

8o priorlly could go to a Dog.

essats.

Two mastirl” hn\xnds. from Old
English , Tow;
By plane afe Slapatched over

by the natives.  Imagine them filling the night
aluls and s, gettitig all the attractive, givls and ram-
s whth otaff curs, thucks und jx»vp-; over the high-

« 100k b the war In Europe and thercfore tilik
renson for comlng over. Often theft reason ts flimsy
and thelr equipmest for the task, 1f one existed, is
O TThev dake U 1he i af biew nffictate Tt

up some

Service men
sprieve, -
Catch three posr devils sgog:

on leave with ne

N ble nwlstance you DAV e mervice Impeded, because
in the pubiicity you
: The Comrades-In-Arms (T Bty v e e s
of employment under the And Elitatt at, the bullum of this
i By Marquis Childs @ ciftieal condtions. affalrl . A
Bisour Bellef that your mewas
LONDON  when we would foel the deep conviction (hat the fee  papor articles have brotght  this op Fanklug Calancl. siarting
: as aiming at Brilain just as much as al AmFrica, rotd
T dotger X piny hero the more T become comvinecd Fatharmare, wir Aliles otd Lell v autte fraeie ey Tre Ciwdpain of e pabnie, i o EISY [ fhe midat of the Var:
it the wender O ¥ . v ¢ lonz and o 2T y Pay rall of the Natlon eciarrylng
o N N didi’t tike our conntsy and were only lonzing and PrsY- K s te be hoped thal goad ro- 4
tiveen the 1o, proples—Uie Brytieh and (e Amerio Ing Tor the day when they could g hack home. e W be fortheaming: _the wame. of & Malor,
bt (l]m ol fhe whole there has heen o little discurd. You can fm ome a1 Wi be In t y wnwn& "‘ atstinet Who delivers old “Blazs” to thelr
The American 1 long. sinee od ou g tong © wauid be i have ofe 5 .
on, wnd wilh It the hendquarters fnetions that at one  COMINE ey & hore are e o muwity o pub-
e ovcrflowed London's West End. But many Ameri- (e re Y T hanpe 3 retertsd 2 4 chain, we are {old, cant poa-
Leans, buth in uniforme sed ont, are . s the baste frlendtiness of the GI and the seeand fs - sty old
S v by S Trita, and busie goodgiill-of (he Wriisn.® The third f the funda- —E 8 DILLARD. More weight (han Its weakest — ~
espectally In jam-packed, London., “xlnul dere of Gen. Lisenliower to work i har cnmsione, O Dominion Box Co. Nk
hariotte. 3, .
To undersiand “what this menns, with oy / So s Ume we wwake, for our
Jou_have to laiaging what -it Fhe dmhression o ged tos hat co-oparation welfnre's at slnke,
would be ke It th shog were on he Is excelient at (he top between high officials and &t the  Ode To Aml &t rld of thia Roosevelt
other fonl mogine, {or ple, w hottom {be averige Anierican and the aversge xmunlwr ey Stinkt
ey of Dritiah Aflles areieing ~ T 2 . e o —W.C. NISBET JR.
Unlited States, would take over § of hecfing and complalalng goes on. This i the lxycr Editors, Tise Chiarlotte,
many  lotels, clubs  and  apartment Tof majors and teutedant colonels on the mMitary anc. N e htien from i
hatses I Washington, New York, Bose and suburdinate offlelala an the elvillan side, You hiad batier vefrain from Taking A Mi ]
ton il ottt citics, it Alten not TU Sl s Jevel that the numBer of Adiesieons U~ gr gl e i the St ixup in
oy ]‘l“‘hw Trlee as much money o Sate were brought bver 1, The deatn ol a-father fs, M wwe  Qur Animals
merls postponed when the war fn Europs o hl‘mﬂf E(nmr Tue Ngws:
cun, it oy Tging with thew tels was prolonged. There are lao rippers who want (5 have i i the i
deial foods of & quality and quantity not obtain- ‘e gates. mal’ i the “ploty

pnur- 7 A of Saturday's mtmi" 13 =
R carabao, not a cartbon. For YD\I
information,. , 7 caripon 44

U Ameriean T relhdegr;




