‘began,i hni ‘the Republican

Dbotind'and determined to

tragic Sunday morning. It was,

“rs¢, ‘necessary for them to do so,

4y .were openly engaged in an ef-

3 pm the blame for the catastrophe

nklin'Roosevelt and his Adminis-

‘$ration; and, whatever else Mr. Roosevelt

ay have been, he was not in Hawail
en the shooting started.

If the Republican Investigators had

‘been content to rest with charging the '

Commander-in-Chief with some part of
the purely military responsibility for the
fiasco —such as his alleged failure to
warn the commanders on the ground —
‘#he investigation might still have stayed
‘within reasonable bounds. But it scon
‘pecame clesr that the failure to alert
$he Hawalian command. if there was
wuch = failure, rested with the War and
Navy Departments and the late Presi-

- Thus 1t has been necessary, In order
-89 carry out the preliminary indictment
®f Mr. Roosevelt, to investigate the en-
fre forelgn policy of the United States.

Bnd, although they have tried diligently, .

@eys, to fix the blame for the whole two-
gontinent war on the Administration,
‘$he Republican members of the com-
fmittee have only succeeded in restating
the old Isclationist argument that di-
‘wided American opinion before Pearl
~Harbor. To those who believed, and be-
Heve, that the United States could have

evidence correlated by the Pearl Harbor
Inquiry can be used to prove that the
late President deliberately involved us.

< )uz to those who are convinced that the
was not that we got into

ihe war at Pearl Harbor, but that we
managed to stay out as long as we did,
the inquiry has proved nothing except
degree of military unpreparedness of

which we were all painfully aware by
noon on Dec. 7,

It is small wonder that Willlam D.
Mitchell and his entire legal staff have
announced that they would withdraw
from the inguiry. They had agreed io
participate in an orderly and limited
investigation of the military aspects of
the Pearl Harbor disaster, but before the
public hearings were two weeks old it
was clear that the Republican minarity.
on the committee would not rest without
an investigation of the life and times of
the entire Roosevelt Administration, an
irrelevant procedure that would certain-
Iy consume months and probably years.

Even if the Republicans were not mo-

tivated by a blind and unreasoning ma- -

lice, even if they were in good con-
science- trying to plot the diplomatic
course we followed in those troubled
vears before Peart Harbor, it is clear thal
such a task would be bevond the
capabilities of a Congressional commit-
tee, In their present role of vindietive
prosecutors they have succeeded only in
nullifying the real good the inquir
might have accomplished.

And this is tragic, for, in between
rounds of purely political sparring, evi-
dence has inadvertently cropped up that
proves, for instance, that army-navy co-
ordination was virtually non-existent at
Pearl Harbor. There are many other mil-
itary lessons, of immediate value, that
mighl have been derived from the in-
vestigation, lessons that would have
served us well as we set out to overhaul
our entire military establishment. They
are lost now, submerged in the disre-
putable partisan effort to discredit the
civilian and military leaders. who, de-
spite the mistakes of Pearl Harbor, fin-
ally brought us {o victory.

‘When Mr. Mitchell and his colleagues
walk out on January 1, we recommend
that the Democratic members of the
committee follow them. There are too
many other pressing matters at hand to
waste more valuable time on an inves-
tigation that has no higher purpose than
the desecration of a dead President's
grave.

A Shameful Memory

A few days agg the new Al Smith
stamp issue, that remarkable tribute to
‘man who never held Federal office,
ent on sele in North Carolina, and
the famiillar face, staring up from the
‘heavy holidsy mafl, brings up & host
‘of memories of 1028, the year of the
.miate’s grestest shame,

-
t 1s fitting enough that the homely
tures of the Happy Warrior should

envelo'p:s besmnz Christmas

lieved in peace on earth and good will
He had smiled his way

Mansiondn Albany, tresding lightly and

Tammany politics and keeping hisown
‘giirts clean and his honor bright. And,
until 1928. there had been mno reason
for Al Smith to suspect that the United
Btates was not tne land of "hope and
glory where the humblest Irishman
pould mount the throne,

Nobody could censure him too heavily
when, in his declining years, he hung
his brown derby alongside the silk hats
in:the foyer of the Liberty League. He
bad had a shattering experience, one
ortumately unique in the annals of this

A Basic

In the latter days of the war it was
‘§enerslly believed that the physical ex-
&amination provided by the average draft
‘board consisted largely of feeling the
prospective draftee 10 see if he were still
warm, but, cursory though they may
have been, these examinations were, by

North Carclina’s white registrants.
“The average rejection for Negroes stood
&Y 53.28 per cent.

Exemining these latest rejection fig-
wires, the University of North Carolina,
furns up some other findings as startling
#s-the high overall percentage of phy-
sically ‘unfit. The variation beiween

unties, for instance, indicates that life
on the:farm is far Jess Bealthy than life
in the city, popular theory 1o the con-

ry; Furthermore, there were fewer re-
ctees among farmers engaged in sub-
sistence farming than there were among
hose - éngaged . in commercial agricul-
are. The highest rejection rate in the

sebuﬂm'; snalyzing the figures
he University. News Letter remarks:

relationship between phce of resi-
nnd occupstion s obvious.

It g5 interesting to
r'laotnime 100
5. {han 75" cénts ‘per
P“lﬂk: hmﬂth service
1

nation’s politics. He had been defeated
as a candidate for the Presidency of the
United States by the bigotry of millions
of common men with whom he had ai-
ways identified himself.

The nomination of this pious and
humble man was the signal for a wave
ol religious intolerance the like of
which this country had never seen in
all its checkered history. Throughout
the South there was no discussion of
Al Smith's public record: liquor and the
Catholic Church, %o which he belonged
and of which he was proud, were the
sole issues in the campaign, and in the
end his honesty cost him the Presidency.

s In North Carolina 348,992 Republican
votes were cast, carrying the state for
the G.OP. for the first time since Re-
construction. A maximum of 250008 of
those voters were honestly following the
Republican Party, line; the other 100,000
were motivated by bigotry.

Well, Al Smith was & punster, and we
think it fitting enough to point out that
the 100,000 who licked Al Smith in 1928
now find themselves licking him again.
We trust the sharp taste of the glue on
the back of his memorial stamp will re-
mind them that history has a way of
vindicating the men bigots so readily
condemn.

Problem

lective service, to turn up figures like
these, Virtually every theoretically able-
bodied man in North Carolina was ex-
amined by competent physicians, and
perilously close to half of them (44.68
per cent: were found unfit. If this isn't
sufficient to Irighten us into some. sort
of co-ordinated health program nothing
ever will, and the. time tg get it under
. way Is now.The problem is basic —
schools and roads and courts mean lit-
tle to a people whose heaith is such
they cannot pick up an army rifle and
walk ten miles.

Asiatic statesmen, says an onlooker,
spend much of their time trying [ figure
out American policy. Darned. clever —
those orientals—but not that clever,

Mr. Attlee would dearly love to hand
us the Pajestine problem. We believe
Clem ought to be told that rates for
baby-sitting are everywhere on the rise.

The absolute limit in futility has nev-
er, perhaps, been ascertained, but pass-
ing a law against the atom bomb would
be close.

‘Twa shootings by mistake in one morth
woods hunting party are traced to over~

indulgence in the bottle and not know-<: ..

ing the gunner was loaded. e

I ‘mgencies’

to Japen, despite
evious - -den:

Hull for s’ moral

against
s:mng lirplanes
m lhe .J ps. 3

o[“cia]

transaction
V. E. Bertrand-
ias, later promot-

ed to be m ma- 4
jor general inthe .
U. S. Army despite reprmncmom
by the Justice Department point-
ing to his past record of co-oper-
ation with the Japs.

This column is now able to re-
veal further evidence regarding
the pre-Pearl ‘Harbor co-operation
of Douglas Aircraft and General
Bertrandias—a_ letter from Ber-
trandias to Mitsut & Company,
arranging for_an inspection trip
by Terauchl, prominent
Jap air commander, to the Doug-
ias olant at Santa ‘Monlea. Calif

Tiis was at a time when Douglas
was making mmonam military air-
craft for the U. S. Army. It was
also 1wo months after the war
in Europe had started and when
many U. S. Newspapers were re-
porting that Japanese entry into
the war was Inevitable. The letter

follows:
“October 23, 1039.
“Mitsul & Company, Ltd.
350 Fifth Avenue
New York City
Attention: Mr. B. Kohno

Gentleme:

wish to acknowledge your
letter of October 17, Engineering
department — M. Sasaoka,
to the proposed visit of General
Terauchi and party. Your Los An-
geles office has already contacted
us in régard to this matter; and
we understand that General Ter-
auchi and party will visit our fac-
tory on the morning of October
30.

“Please be assured that we shall
do- everything possible to make
General Terauchi's visit & pleasure

truly yours.

V. E. Bertrandias
Vice-president”

OUTFOXING MACARTHUR

Here is the inside reason why
the far eastern advisory commis-
sion is going to Japan by boat
itistead of by airplane.

When _the commission cabled »
General Machrthur for permission
to come, he cabled back that he
could handle the delegates only
on or two al a time. MacArthur
said there Were no accomodations
for the visiling diplomats. so he
wanted them in driblets.

The ten nations on
mission figured ihis waf a dodge
to get them split up into small
groups 50 they cowldn't function
as a unjt. The ten nations on the
sdvisory commission, therefore, took
over a ship which they will use
as headguarters anchored in To-
kyo bay.

the com-

MERRY-GO-ROUND
Jesse Jones is reported looking
around to find a big banking job
for John Snyder. the reconversion
boss, who so many Truman advi
ors hope will so0n leave Washing-
ton. They don't care where he
woes. whether hack to Sl Louis
or Wall Street, Just 50 his fumbi-_
ing hands are taken off the deli-’
cale job of reconversion . .
President Truman may nol
member. but one imporiant rum-
pus in the early deys of the New
Deal was when Chesler
then boss of the Agricultural Ad-
Justment  Agency, purged Jerome
Frank, now Judge of the secord
cirenit court of appeals. for pro-
hosing that the big meat packe:
open their hooks to the public in
order to ascertain how much Gov~
ernment_subsidies they needed
today, Truman is. proposing a far
more revolutionary step—opening
the books of automobile companies
and other big industries. Simulta-
neously, Truman has brought Ches- .
ter Davis back from St. Louls to
serve on the important reconver-
sion board, and rumior is he may
step into  Snyder's sll-important
reconversion job ., . , . While the
American aufo industry is bogged
down. the French have buill 40.-
000 trucks since Jan. 1. ... The
French have also increased their
coul production 101 per cent com-
pared with pre-war days. Their
present fuel shortage is «due to
the fact thdt before the war they
tmported two-fifths of  their con-
sumption. Thal importation, larger
Iy from Germany, is now cut off,
JONES HIDDEN HAND
time  President Roosevelt
0L sore at anyone waswhen
he fired Jesse Jones ns Secrelary -
of Commerce and Federal Loan
Administrator. Ever since Truman
came Into office, however, Harry
hn\ mum one eye to the fact that
nes, unofficially, fs runn-
ng ® e powerful
Administration by
Jones sils in
Statler hotel,

Federal Loan
remote control.
room 450 of the
keeping iwo phones
50 busy his wife complains she
¢an't talk to him, And since no
one has been appol to replace
hini, Jesse can do almost anything
he wishes with the headless loan
agencies. This mlse means that
he has a lot to say about sirplus:
property since it is largely hand-
Jed by the RFC, -
Me&nwhﬂe, Stuart - Symington,
though -given the title of surplus
property . administrator, setunlly
hes little to:do with its disposal. So
Symington, fed "up “with getting’
the blame for the surplus:property
L ﬂnnlly went . to ‘reconversion
at

ington didn't say'so’ in:those words, :
but . hgjs tired of “having: ‘the se=
cret:hahd of . Jesse Jones
‘surplus: . property :“and ‘ithi

while - te “gets: “all
hendifches. -

Smdcx, as um.)’, -

D 7 i B S
~Inm-a scenario. which ‘we ‘are cooking

up-=if . Hollywood " cares—the  romiantic

o
rangers: meet. via %o waikle-talkies i
beam. © b

“will not fail

[

The People’s Plotform

A City-Sponsored Club For Juveniles

By DURANTE W. PARKER
Charlotte

Herewith, an open letter to be
read to members of City Council
at thelr next meeting:

No doubt you have read in the
newspapers, and heard in many ra-
dio broadcasts. the increasing ten-
dency of a natlonal ail out crime
wave—{rom which Charlotte is not
immune, Now, let us analyze just
a few of the causes of such a len-~
denc,

First, there s a psw.hologlcz\l
let-down after months of tonsl
about the war. People under !\\cn-
1y were concerned Just as much
as those older. Most erime-sport
which has the nation's police and
other authorities :
gaged in by
than )
younger than (\\ent\' years.

Second. money is gradually get-
ting “tighter” for the average

“usually

small family and the family purse-

strings just won't stretch like they
dld when the war was going on
and the younger members of the
family could have extra money for
the asking. Today. and later on
when things get even tighter, these
teen-nge voungsters will begin to
resort to other sport since they
can no longer lead the life they
nave led for the past few months
So. with nothing better to do, they
ram the streets . And’ that
means troubie. Omly i a [ew
parents be in contral
to preveni  violenve and
crime. Many times. it s
2 v crimes that begin an
otherwise innocent oy and a good
boy at heart. on a fong career of
erime In which he finally winds
up in the grave on State-os
property, or in the penitentiary.
Now. Gentlemen: vou'e the
guiding Infuence of the youth of
Charlotte . . . whether you know
it or not {and I think vou realize
it fully) it is vour responsibility
to be guided only by your own
good judgmeni. The people of
Charlotte are good people and the
harlolte Obsetver's Fresh  Alr
amp each Summer proves that
they are in favor of helping un-
derprivileged children because con-
tributions to this endeavor are
heartily submitted.
And so, as to what is
thete are many
would like “parks, bet-
T tion) hulidbiss, Sevatificetion
programs for the city. enforced
fruant Jaws. . .. and many others.
It is plain that sl of this will
take some time and even so. it
won't ease the immediate probiem
before us. Therefore, I have the
following idea which, 1f spplied.
This ides has been

needed,
lhlm,a which

tried and has :uccesa(ully worked
in all of the principal cities of the
United States. The Army employed
the same idea overseas, and it
worked, The City of Chicage went
all-out for the idea of a Service
Men's Center and the result was
a gigantie five story buiiding con-
taining a ‘mass of entertainment
and craft rooms, games, social ac-
tivity, and other occupying activi-
ties. As a result, lhe Army's re-
port on provost marshal cases in
Cmr:‘gu lists less  cases  than
n. A town of 5.000.
tion:
snirallv located place
bdsement of the City
ther building.  or
@ hutldi'!g from an individ-
In this building. establish
“US hobby center,
properly supervised, {ully equipped,
well advertised, with hours of 3
P. M. to 12 Mi(lmghl. and con-
taining  classes  in | instruction
“trietly  informals on . ditferent
crafts. hobbies, ete.

Now. that's going to cost some
money. But what have we done
with the huge revenue from park-
ing meters aione?

Such  erafts  as  woodworking,
complete with 2 Jarge shop con-
taining smail power tools down to
the last serewdrlver, with adequate
instructor.  Leather craft, compleie
with an instructor and materials,
Photographlc darkroom. ithe Char-
lolte Camera Club would probably
assist on this), complete  with
equipment.  Art center. with in-
sructor o teach useful commer-

irawing. and a place for

person lo work on

ideas.  Music  appreciation.
iwhat about trying fo get a Cars
negie  Foundation music library.
Weaving facili with  instructor
and apparatus, Metal craft, with
instructor and metals. tools  to
work with, Clay modeling. paper
dalls. model airplanes, wWood-carv=
ing, and a multitude of other

The ldea being to keep
young people busy ang provide
a plac& for them ta go, and things
for them to do.

For vour information. every piece
of the equipment needed to in-
stall the kind .of center 1 have
just described. can be had abso-
lutely free from the S. Govern-
ment, provided the full purpose is
outlined in an appiication letter to
Washington. The up-keep will

be the responsibility of

and in certain cases, the
individial can asked 10 pui-
chase his matertals (o work with,
sch as silver for metal wark el
said materiais being sold &t
the Superintendent of the

mmg

Let me remind vou. Gentlemen,
without efficient supervision, the
Center will be a detriment. On
the other hand, it can be the big-
gest asset ihe city ever had. We,
here in Charlolte, can set the ex-
smple for hundreds of similac
citles . d very ltkeiy result
in abolishing much of the delin-
quency and crime which is so prev-
alent. and becoming more so.

Now then. one can sit down and
figure out many excuses for not
doing a thing, enumerate ail of
the hardships, blame aileged sear-
cities of items and even pass the
respousibility on to the Churches.
knowing 1t would et Jost i an
endiess squabble about leadership
ele. Or . . . one can face facts
as he was elected to do. apply just
a litde Ume and energy. and ace
complish a lot

We shall see where our city lead-
ers sland

Gentlemen, the matter is entire-
Iv up fo you. And may Ged give
Yo the wisdom and courage to
see fit 1o launch such a program
in order to help preserve our youth
and guide them to a clean life—
rather than let them grovel in the
filth of alleys and the darkness
of sidestreets at night,

Over-Sold Propaganda

By B. H. EIDSON

Charlotte
A few days ago your Miss Dor-

othy Knox told about the
ployer who was having trouble
“holding”™ veteran help. Hid™ com-
plaint was to the effect that -the
returned service men were rest-
did not report for work after
the' first few days and were ex-
pecting much more salary and
wages um\ the rates Lhat obtain

in_general.

11 tms employer were smart he
would ask the Natlonal Associa-
tion of Manufacturers to return

his dues and also give him a re-
sund on the traveling’ expenses of
Capt. Eddie Rickenbacker,
A THOROUGH JOB
TOugh  advertise-
ments, ‘lecturers and propaganda
did a very Lhorough job — they
dld it too well and now It is
catching up” with them. All dur-
ing the war they waged a relent~
less campaign to impress upon
the mind of the service man- that
while he was risking -his life_for
fifty ‘bucks a monih; . the
loneer” work at _home . way hv-
ing off Lhe fat _of the land and
earning: a “week. (For . some
\mexplamed te-san it was alwms

The

Tesented  the Cof
‘which' he Was | mbj:cud by Repu 1
‘bers:of the Commif

thl.s eﬂort even- when it is ovaus that
has fired and even: When ' younger::
bers of their own party

stumdlty of this approach.

At the very time that Marshall: w
gling to build up America’s armed.
the face of the peril which confro
country, Republicans in Congress
ing against even the rudimentary measure(,
necessary for our self-protection. Both Rep:
resentatives Keefe and Gearhart on the Pearl
Hzrbor Comniittee voted against lend-lease.

Represenlative Keefe voted against. ex:
tension of the draft one month befor!
the Japs struck at Pearl Harbor, Exten-
sion of the draft carrled by only a single
vote. although its defeat would have been’]
an announcement to Lha world that we ined
tended to remain powerless.

e had followed me lead of those: whe :
are oW determined to find s scapegost; %
America would have remained unprepared:
and helpless. As it was, our preparatiom
was faulty and uncertain. Most of the
moves that were mede in 18940 and '41
wete fade ‘mgainst a wall of 1ndlﬂerence,
if not active resistance.

* THE GENERAL'S DEBT
'ow. once agaln. we are in General Mars,
shall's debt. In going to China as Ambas:
ble—out of his great
prestige, his quality of fairness and jus-, {f
tice. modest desire 1o serve wjthout
thought of personal ambition—ta help solve -
the Chinese puzzle.

The President's statement on policy in

China would seem to leave the-new Am.

n 10 insure the surrender of the Jamnwe
iverated China to the cnly government
hat we recognize.

e President made clear in his states
not armed intervention i

i war. Even if we would fns

1o 1o end that war, we are not equipe
Yet. at the same time, We
obligation ta use our good ofs’

0:t & peaceful seitiemen

hat Generai Marshall can d

anL has sent him’
cur di

ls ® piedge of 1
w & hmiled China,

to bring peace

Samuel Grafton

Labor And A
Third Party -

NEW YORR
()RGANIZED labor has broken with the
UV Federal Admimstration,  for the firse
time in almost (hirteen vears: and this 15 &
situation so nmew that it
will take months. perhaps’’
more than manths, to ars'j
vive at its full poiftical’]
meaning. We have beconts:
30 used to s labor moves
ment which had complete ‘g
faith in the head of the
Federal machine. which
was willing to go where he '8
went. to do as he bade:
that we had aimost ceased,
to question this relation®

life. as a standard operat- g
ing method. To wake up and find most:
tabor denouncing the President of the United
States s like waking up to find that some-
oue had repainted all the bulldings in town
overnight, and changed the street H{ns fre
Wl take us a little time to learn’our way.
sround.

The results may be striking. and may o:&
deeper than is expected. even by experien
practical politiclans. The first: effect heg:
been to throw the dtsunited branches: of the

Green and Mr.
al noises, for the nm time in Ve
ars.

“one -group lgumt the ntl\er. thcv
and

‘working :ondmons of - the
worker And now;the refurned vet
eran:is: disappointed. He . is’ smart

enough (o kno“ that ‘nothing: has

wnr ;

end: of the wnr to: have wartantéd:

a:drop’ i’ salaries $130. . to

om
_ abot:the: 430 which bh&) are. be=
the.

ing: offered: on:




