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u‘se; Then A Home

local builders and realtors. In- the
meantime, the community should be
bending every effort toward finding
some quick, temporary solution to the
growing housing problem.

» None of the propositions now being
— trailers, Government - built

talled upon the Home Builders
ciation to° provide & minimum of
w-cost home units in 1946,
Mr. Barrentine made a definite
nction between homes and houses,
that has -nothing to do with Edgar
és'ts Nieap of living. “You will
ice,” he told the builders. “that I
hot say 2000 housing units. We
homes for our citizens, a place
e they can have a garden and a
¢ where they can have dogs and
it they want them.”
ell, it's a worthy goal, and we hope

= home builders will shoot at it
Whether they attain it or not, is of
for the best-

benuuned speech in the world won't
eate scarce labor and scarcer ma-
or hold prices in line. At the

bility for any builder to erect a
ure that would fit into Mr. Bar-
tine’s definition and stlll be classi-
as “low cost.”
1t may be that some miracle will be
wrought in Washington to correct the
tuation, but until it is we are afraid
me mastter is beyond the control of the

‘There is a plausible argument against
‘President 'I‘rumans fact-finding ap-
proach to & settlement of the major
sdustrial war now in progress, and,
desplte his intemperate language, it was
‘weil-stated the other day by John L.
Jewis. When the Government steps in
dstermine whether or not an industry,
‘sn individual corporation, can meet
& wage Increase out of its profits, &
 great many of the fundamental rights
management are violated, and a few
labor’s.

‘But those who advance the argument
fer, as Mr. Lewis did, only one alter-
—to lef labor and management
freely for a settlement and to
it management, if it loses, to pass
additional costs to the public through
rensed ‘prices. And this, it seems to
aims every strike directly at the
making it, therefore, a threat
~public. interest, and a proper
of Governmental copeern.

-.-sh mdvanced by those strange
“the Mational Association of
whzms and the United Mine
/' would have made good sense
1838, &fd it will, we Lhink, be reason-

economy of the war years
v snepped back into place when

“While the shooting was going on the

’Tbcre were a good many waitime
. yanked suddeniy from ob-
ity and endowed with great power,
30 behaved as though they were try-
to demonstrate what had become

when we Joined several million
men and junior officers in
.eagerly forward to the day
In.a great shower of falling
“the upstarts would revert to their
nent . rank.
day is almost upon us now. On
uary 1.some 500 of the current 1,540
officers will lose their temporary
and another 500 will get the axe
- July 1.
good many, who have reached re-
t age, will be given the oppor-
to :slip gracefully into civilian
‘hearing. the title that is always
ssive when appended to 2 letter
editor of The New York: Times.
‘others will go bouncing down the
& few, according to the War De-
rtment, all the way down to first
5

Tﬁok New York Times:

omes early, these days, with
almost 9.7, the limit of its south-

I snow on “the hillsides.

Ine dusk without shadows and

tinnest glints of starlight.
come {6 the - Northern
ractical caleulation; for

and - the -bud ‘waits” on
nd maple’ twig, waxed

P ’I'he legis]lmrs lstened, but were;

prefabricated houses, or the c
of Morris Field barracks
ments —are competitive with Mr. Bar-
rentine’s program. He wants homes,
and we are convinced that about all
the City. or any interested private group,
could provide in a hurry would be
houses.

If the need for (emporary sheiter
could be met, then a big but orderly
program of home-building would still
follow, for few tenants would be satis-
fied to live long in the sort of cramped
quarters that could be constructed over-
night under a centralized program. And
none of these schemes involve any in-
vestment that couldn't be liguidated in
a few vears, thus making possible the
eventual abolishment of the temporary
quarters and the re-establishment of the
tenants as potential customers for
homes.

We are in complete sympathy with
Mr. Barrentine's contention that every
Gharlotte homeowner should be en-
dowed with an inalienable right to keep
a eat, but we hope that the effort to
provide 2000 home units will not be
allowed to stand in the way of the ef-

fort to provide 2,000 housing units.

A Nofe On Bedfellows

idea of any person, laborer or manager,
making & fortune cut of the nation's
tremendous sacrifice was repugnant.
For that reason limitations on profits,
through price controls and the excess
profits tax, were generally accepted as
sound and necessary. But now, the
same people who were taking spacious
advertisements to proclaim their pa-
triotism are insisting loudly that the
current effort to keep profits within
reason is un-American.

Yet the opportunity for quick and
staggering profits is a direct outgrowth
of the war; the big money to be made
in today's seller’s market is the same
tainted currency the manufacturers and
the union leaders were so righteously
shunning a few months ago, and a
heavy proportion of it is certain to
be extracted directly from the pockets
of 13,000,000 servicemen and women,
dollars that were accumulated during
long ‘years of personal sacrifice.

Free enterprise, under the circum-
stances, means license to exploit an
abnormal market created by war-born
shortages, a delayed but golden op-

rtumty to make a private killing out
of a public crisis. An extension of
wartime limitations on profits and
prices into the peace may, in fact, be
un-American, but those who agree with
Mr. Lewis' charge that the President’s
fact-finding proposal is a “vile and
evil-smelling scheme” have taken up
an extremely dubious moral position.

Descent From Valhalla

And somehow we find ourselves ree
garding the fallen mighty with sym-
pathy instead of glee. Those who de-
serve such a comeuppance will be bal-
anced by the worthy ones who, after
all, have just finished winning his-
tory's greatest war. They had & hard
and lonely job, charged as they were
with making the decisions that cost
or saved thousands of lives, and it is
perhaps natural that many of them
acquired an unbecoming arrogance.

They deserve something better, we
think, than such an abrupt dismissal
from Valhalla. Perhaps they could be
lowered gently, & notch at a time, over
a period of some years, being given
sufficient time _to become acclimated
at each level. It would be a kindness,
but we have an idea it would be prac-
tical too; we don’t believe the Army's
going to derive muchs benefit from the
services of a first lieutenant who was
a brigadier general day before yester-
day. He will be too engrossed in his
personal problems to devote much time
to the Army's busipess; it's stagger-
ing, you know, to rediscover that all
questions have two sides.

kaws from the hilltop, proclaiming his
owriership, and as the evening deepens
one can hear the insistent call of g
barred owl somewhere back among the
hemlocks. The silence ‘seems all the
deeper for the lesser sounds that ride
the dusk,

Day s short and night is long, and -

this is the time for

thmkins, long
thoughts.

8treams run deep and at

their own pace, and hills stand sturdy

against the sky.
steady flame.
turn.

Fires burn with a
The year approaches the
The season of the Nativity -is

the stars and search’ their hearts . for
understanding.

No sign appears of ‘any crack in"the
Navy's determination - to ‘Temain apart
from the -land forces, other ‘than Bull
Halsey’s tentative try at getting aboard

horse. © g T .

into apart-

‘close at hand, and wise men ‘look. to

nat over the " fact

that mey had not beer consulted  be.

fore all detalls were arranged. Both

Tom Connally and Walter George made this point. Also

they felt he had not won .sufficlent assurance’-that  in the RFC oes, t00, fo-get
Britain would end discriminatory trade practices.

What bothered them -most, however, was the idea
that the British loan might mean further large loans
to other countries.

“After this loan, who s ta be Dext?” Senator George
wanted to know. “Is Russia mext?

“Russia doesn’t need any large loan from us.” ye-
plied Secretary Byrnes, “and if they ask for it I cer-
tainly won't approve it.”

This prompted an impish question from Senator Van-
denberg.

s that the wav to foster closer relations with
the Russians?” he asked. 0" he Wwent on to remark
that it doesn't help matters at ail to open our Treasury

the goods mav-
has been functioning, but it is the organization whlch
think- it will

an
He told the committee that the smealler war planu
corporation would be kept in the picture ss a claiming
agency for small business and veterans, and talk at
length of the urgency of getting surplus property moved,

Trumean Trusts Army
Senator Harley Kilgore of Weat Virglnia interrupted
at qne polnt to remar
ut Harry, all this merchandising is & fine idea

s and then close it to the Russlans and o, r'you can ses to 1t that the APy will declare these
oods surplus.”
Kilgore and Senator Owen Brewster of Maine made

Trumen Listens

When President Rooseveli received White House
callers he usually did three-fourths of the talking, When
President Truman receives callers he usually does seven-
eighths of the listening. But sometimes he

the further point that there must be some assurance
that the Army declare commercially valuable goods
surplus.

“You're perfectly right abgut that,” Truman agreed,
but he did not offer any assurance that he would take

ple. Here are two recent cases where he u..ed wmely steps to see that the Army upnionds. His attitude seem-
varying techniques. ed to be that the brass hats will come around to it
veek Congressman Kopplemann of Hartford, shortly.

st
Conn., called at the White House to discuss strategy for
winning Congressional approval of the hill defining
our participation In thre United Nations, Six months
before Representative Sol Bloom and Senator Tom Con-
nally had introduced their bills for sending U. S. Rep-
resentatives to UNO Kopplemann had beat them to it
with e similar bill.

Mead never did get more than started on his re-
port of Army stockplling because Trumen did prace
tically all the talking. —Apparently, he felt he was
right back in his old job of committee chairman,

s the Senators left, Mead shook hands with the
President and had walked halfway to the door before he
remembered that he was still holding the special re-

The Presldent listened carefully as Kopplemﬂnn port in his hand. Returning to the President’s desk,
told him of GOP plans to introduce in the Hous: he said:
the same crippling amendments offered by Senator Taft “We made
of *Ohio, though finally defeated. might a5 well leave 1. em to know the story,

s Kopplemann was about to leave, Truman spoke  but anyhow the details are here.”
almost his_first word, As the committee left the White House, one Re-

“Mr. Kopplemann,” he said, “I'm glad you came in.  publican Senator remarked, “Harry never used to
I know of vour deep interest in this legislation and dominate our meetings as much as he did todey. Ive
appreciate your asdvice, I will discuss it with the never known him to carry the ball all alone like that.”
spesker and the majority leader. That's_the way FDR used to act when we'd call on
“Perhaps you noticed that I was making mnotes him. I'm worried about Harry.”

this up for you. Harry, and I guess we
You seel

:Ncw That He's Finally Acquired a Container

(
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in Reply To Rex Stout And Company

By Dorothy Thompson

NEW YORK
IT takes an equable temper to answer charges that dis=
regard or misrepresent everything one has ever said.
For months “The Scclety for the Prevention of World
War III” under Rex Stout. has sys-
tematically cnmnnlgned against this’
column, the latest shot being an at-
tack published in the New York Post.
1 have never—to quote Mr, Stout—
“attacked the princlples established by~ !

! kill-'em-all-boys are less motivated by aympathy for
Hitler's victims than by desire to create new victims. ©

Almost [solated .
‘When, months ego, I criticized “the Morgenthau~
Potsdam policies on.the ground that they would .create
conditions with which any Army of cccupation’ would
find it impossible to cope, I was almost t tsolated.
smce 1 ﬂr!t took & stand for wtal Gc"mxm dlsarma-
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“We must all turn our attention toward full employmentl

I suggest each of us hound the emplovment agen-
cies until they send us maids!”

- Rhythm

of Umfy

By Semuel Grafton

NEW YORK
TH'E first fact to notice In con-
nection with the announce-
ment of the new Big Three meet-
ing in Moscow is the rellel of
world tension that fellows the
news. We feel better Even the
grimmest of ed "
itorial pages crack
tiny smiles, As
always, during gi
and since the
war, the new that
the Big Three
are coming to-
gether againgives
us the feeling
that a period of
worry in inter-
netional affsirsis
being followed by
2 period of work:
that now we shall make, we shail
do. we shall arrange.

We ought, by now,
objectively consclous  of
rhythm, to understand, as a fact
of our lives. that periods of Big
Three collaboration are periods of
progress, or at least of hope, while
periods of Big Three breakdown
are periods of deadlock. if not
of actual regression. in world af
fairs. We have tested this out T
a dozen times. and the answer is
always the same.

‘When ‘the Big Three fall out.
we find. with the best will in
the world, that we have to make
our foreign policy speeches on
Navy Day, under the large guns,
and that we must offer ourseives
an unadorned universal military
tralning as the last best hope of
men on earth, When the Big Three
come together, two or three ad-
ditional possibilities open up, in-
cluding the not minor one of peace,
Subtly our mood changes, from
that of angry schoolmaster to the
universe, to the more relaxed con-
coption of ourselves as a partner
in affairs,

ODUTYOTING POLICY

But the last three months have
not been wasted. We have been
testing oul the policy of outvoling
the Soviet Union, as compared
with  the doctrine of unanimity
with her. Every refinement has
been experimented with, and tried
out,

We started with s five-power
eonference of forelgn minlsters in
September, submerging Ruasia four
to one. We then flirted with the
possibility of “leaving everything”
to the United Nstions Organlza-
tion, which would make It some-
thing like 40 to 1. Russia has coun-

The People’s Plaiform

Christmas

ELIZABETH SPRY, AND MRS,
IOLA FAULKNER.

Durham
We are writing bo ¥ou' as fellow.
:ltlzens in the hope that you may
be able to help make Christmas
= happy day for. many . children
and 4lso so you may better under-
stand the reasons for the shutdown
nt the Erwin . Mills: in - Durhant|
and  Erwid,; North  Car=

the War Crimes Tribunal” I have
raised questions regarding contradic-
tions in principles and warned about
the pit into which our concents of jus-
tice might fall. Mr. Stout might .do
well to consult on this matter  such
men as Chief Justice Stone,. Justice
Roberts, Justice Learned Hand,
1 challenge Mr, swuc fo produce - &
single line in which I have “defended
n murderers” unless e believes that all Germans
including children and. the ‘unborn’ are’ murderers, ex=
cept the particular Germans . who  are advising . him.
In this case, I must quote Justice Johnson's:indicte
ment of the accused war criminals:

“We have -ho" purpose: o inctiminate  the wholc
German people, We know the .Nazi
put into power by 2 majorny of  the tc.
We know it.came o -power.by anevil alliarice betweor

reme Nazi revolutiomsts and . the- most aggres-
sive German militansts’” .

me: agai
(exccpb ln f.hc hamework of 8 rwrganlud E\lmpe) pls-
and_d

to my defense.:The Colmer Report. by elght Democnﬂc
and . eight Republican .members of :our Congress; goes

Ci is - more T
Mr. Stout’s committee: :

e Siout wants ta ‘aitack all Who see what T
foresaw: months - ago,. he' must -attack ‘Mr; Bevin;:ihe
London economist, and our’recent: Secrétary of ‘War, Mr.
‘Stimson;: who RS0 foresaw: and pled:but. was averridden.
Hc ‘must. ulso utnck every’ pubucly utbered word on’ the

~ T shall nob defend my . patriotism: or: record before
Mr, Stotit: and . his sxmllmes or. guxdea
Dohcy

0 thé
ctp!es of democracy, the rurely practiced ethics of chﬂs
he :Jong-range  interests:‘of. America, and ‘an

unflagging. ]

Quut on of Ethics .
- But 1 ma: estion thie ethics of &
members of &é’“nme wr(wra n-uud who' ls mmducﬁng
& ceaseless campalgn of 03
and: radio ‘sponsors demnndmg ‘that m writmgs
falks. be “stopped. Noh once; ‘in: thig: campalgn;
‘atiol vanced: in answer to !

md

Dangerous I!Iuslons?

As _for my “dangéroiis *fllusions ‘about ‘the alleged
good Germans,” 1 apparently knew tife best” Germans,
who -were hanged: by . Hitler, fighting  for. the cause of.
decency, and whom X honor above Mr. Stout's Gcrman .
advisers who' have' confined tiielr” anti-Hitler .
to slantiering -honest " Americans ‘and all. Germans_ but Th
themselves at a safe’distince from the Gestapo.” =

Mr. Stout wm 1

at- 1. have e
wr:" of Hltlem Vlclh—ns
to that churge to Hitler

- ‘They know How

dency . rsonal” i ¢
- Castl T y18d to such prnuures T xhould . desp!
publlc\y one. by

Teaders,

find in my. wrlungu
x;sber TACE
minzly Apparent

i zandn in mvor ‘ot ‘the 1

I Mll pay: him handsom
‘What - becomes inei

8s far.as anything I have written: I believe a bipnrﬂsan

My eriticisms
arg! nmen

Dllrm

As -you'may ‘know ‘already, the
company: has_refused: to . arbltrate
the - dispute ‘ot “to join’ with  us
thréugh our: ‘Union. -in: a' piibli
earing. - The. Company .was: un-
willing - ta” slgn’ s new - contract,

~or to éxtend the old one In effect
the stretch-

ver the pi
Our ohiet p the s
out which ' the ccmpany~ 15 seel
ing toestablish whichi in effect,
would cu wa &8 below. the: present
For.

tered by reclting the history of the
war, and demanding a return to
the grand alliance of three which
won the war, If Russia had a blec
in the United Nations Organiza-
tion, equivalent to our zroupmx
of Latin Amemun friends, it
to be doubted 1f she would be
quite so cnnccrned with the theo-
retical purity of maintaining the
grand alliance: while coutrarsﬂst.
if we felt ourselves likely to
outvoted in the United Nauom
O—gsmuuon we might be just
ade less enthusisstic about
the parliament of man, the
“town meeting of the world,” te

use Mr. Vandenberg's favorite de-’

scriptive,
THEGRETICAL FORMULATIONS
Both sides have been experi~
menting with the theoretical for=
mulations which basically reduce
themselves to contrary voting for-
mulas. The last three months have
been a useful. and perhaps neces-
sary, period of fencing; they have
shown the world that the voting
question cannot be finessed. ur
sidestepped. or drowned in formu-
las. but must be faced squarelv.
That. too. is progress: as it is
always progress to lose the ilusion
of a false and easy out.

The fact is that Russia s not
ust another countr

us, and w
have our choice of two approsches.
We can, if we like, test out our

fear Communlam We

area of disagreement: this motive
shows up in proposals to throw
“everything” into the United Na-
tions Organization councils, to let
issues be batted out in a free-for-
all. to see how fir we can differ,
and still, somehow get by. (Some-
thing of the sort must have bsen
in the minds of the Republican
members of the House and Senate,
in their extraordinary policy state-
ment_of last week, in which they
took ‘the extreme line of actuaily
saying thal Uher prefer the Gener
7 ¢ of the UNO. on which
Thas o vetor b5 he Sor

ty Council. on which she has)
The other approach is to test out
our area of agreement, 1o ses how

for we can see eye to eve with
“Russla. and stifl get by, and
this approach calls for constans

Big Three communication.
INDIFFERENT DAYS

Tt scems to me there ean Be
no question but thal the second
is more constructive; for one rea-
son, because it doea not ruls out
the UNO, while the first Apprﬂch
does rule out accord,
have learned in three dark, if use-
ful months, 90 of the most Indif-
ferent days in the recent history ef
man,

For Strikers

A group donation. The money wiil
all be spent for -the children’s
Christmas treat of ‘candy and:toys:
A full account will:'be: mads: el
=il expenditures:

ntributions . may

fice;

D
911 -Onkland Avente:

dren: who'* will decply appteciate

your BUPPOrt.:

The H-gh Cos :
 Thirst. in Shanghai
BY. MRS. HORA

&




