‘progressed beyond the ele-
ogy of “Ten Nights In a
. but they have. in fact, dis-

bill ‘would, in fact, have created some-
thing close to natlonal prohibition.
This, however, was but one phase of
their unrelenting program, and “their
failure is almost offset by another great
sucgess achieved during the war years,
when some 12,000.000 young and un-

to the

: prohiibitionist organizations which
_Hational strategy in Washington

y won a great victory in

‘@bniorma! election in 1918 through

tal asssult, shutting off the na-

oi's Nguor supply in one fell swoop.

‘have not limited themselves to

@ forthright approach. Their over-

ng defeat just fourteen years

laker did not dampen their ardor nor

their moral armor, but it demon-

ed that the adherents to their

lsr cause are & minority, and prob-

always will be. In order to en-

their will upon the nation they

to choose between the long, heart-

cing effort to convert a majority

the' citizenry through emotional ap-

‘aind a method of legislative in-
*“ﬁbcﬁnn. They chose the latter.

AWith Representative Bryson of South

ne, & pious and persuasive poli-

“of “marked agility, fronting for

.in Congress, they attempted t&

siip through & plausible little war time

e that would have outlawed the

2 6f slcohol within a preseribed radius

any military establishment, and they

succeeded before some of the

enlightened members realized

with military establishments in

every sizable community, the

SV ic men were out of circulation;
in communities scattered across eighteen
states they used local option to rout
the Demon. In only one state, Massa-
¢husetts, did they Iose ground;. the
Puritans dried up six communities, but
26 others voted for the return of
liquor.

We have long ago learned the futility
of pointing out the unpleasant odor
that emanates from some of the usual
prohibitionist methods, and from most
dry propaganda, for logic bounces off
dedicated citizens: convinced that their
holy end justifies the .most guestion-
able means.

But, as & purely practical matter, we
have an idea the prohibitionists have
outsmarted themselves, and will scon
meet the fate of most pressure groups.

Twelve million veterans are on their
way home, and they will not take any
more kindly to the effort to tamper
with their personal privileges than their
fathers did. And they will soon be or-
ganized, represented by a2 lobby in
Washington and one or more highly
vocal groups in each community, They
represent enough solid political strengbh
to start the tide running the other way
and, if {6r no other reason than irrita-
tion, we expect them to do so without
delay.

We wouldn't even be surprised to see
rock - ribbed old Mecklenburg finally
teeter over that 600-vote hump, and
become legally as well as actually wet
within the next twelve months.

Another Door Is Shut

a.strange and inverted way, the
 Nations - O which

Administration’s spokesman on UNO
matters, is now on record with this flat

‘only & few months &go as a sym-
“our hope for international co-
tion, has become a substitute for

: I don’t want world govern-
ment, ever.” Senator Connally’s state-
ment was intended as & rebuff to Sena-
tors Ball (Republican of “Minnesota),
Fulbright (Democrat of Arkansas) and
Taylor (Democrat of Idaho), who have
concluded that & world state, with real
power to enforce its decisions, is our only
hope of survival in the Atomic Age.

It might be wise to have the UNO
begin its career as s debating society,
capabl: o! nothing more positive than

ibed ssd -powerless as-ihe
of the San Francisco Confer-

to regard it 85 a starting point
' 'we could move toward some

‘ty in the cause of preserving
w Truman was indulging m

‘for: Senator Tom Connally, the

No Check,

9hat vaunted system of checks and

v ce comes under the general hcad-
“‘the right hand’s not knowing
_the left hand doeth.

“increasing reports™ . that
e manufacturers are holding up the
of goods until after the year
have expired, and with it the excess
tax. It is all perfectly legal, says
8nydey, but he does not add that it
‘entirely preventable.
withDecember thrusting around
eorner, the horse is gone ‘and there

tt1e point in locking the stable. But, -

on , but certainly
Lhe American people did not intend for
this to be its ultimate end. But Sena-
tor- Connally has,.on behalf of the Ad-
ministration, slammed the door fo the
UNO’s future, for there can be no con-
celvable growth except in the direction
of & world federation.

Benator Connally's words should be
engraved above the entrance of The
.Chicago Tribune Tower, fol they mark
a great and overwhelming isolationist
victory. The UNO has been reduced to
the status of & sounding board againsi
which we can voice internationalist sen-
timents while we continue merrily down
our nationalist path. It will not fool
the rest of the world, but perhaps it will
1ool the people of the United States, and
this, apparently, was the intentlon of
some, at least, of those who sponsored it.

No Balance

for future consideration, when other
Itmitations on production, such as price
cellings, are finally abandoned, we ad-
vance the theory -that the inevitable
procrastinators could and should be cov~
ered.

The legislation repealing the excess
profits tax, for instance, might have
had.a section like this:

“Profits of the curreni taxablé year
shall be computed on the basis of the
profits which would have been realized
by the customary sale and delivery of
merchandise in finished or finishable
form.” .

Full. of lcopholes? Perhaps so, and
we recognize that such = device would
bring on a good many arguments. But
it would also brifng & good many goods
onto the market.

rom The Louisville Courier-Jousnal:

.71 Her health was not good,

> never needed money, or knew
ivation of the comfort to which she
ustomed. . The impulse which
her to write, In’ some of the best
country has produced, a total

eEsays: md &n autobiography as
published, came from an uncon-
ble tmpulse within herself, an im-
has analyzed, without mock

5 the fundamental attribute

Southerner in spite of the

The South

tragedy.” And, again.
where, discovered a reason to deny Tho-
reau's profound saying, “The mass of
men lead lives of quiet desperation.’”
‘But neither was she a believer in or a
sympathizer with, the newer and rawer
school of Southern realism.

“One may admit,” she declared, “that
the Bouthern States have more than an

"1 have not, any-.

CL.IAR!'-B’I‘

slont was. vaicad ¢ week In & it
by . the ex-wnnen Hs  atrest-swee)
Willlam Gallagher. = Wi
hesmmon e pinned re

where 1t belongg-~-oa the leadershi,
tmportant . House ' comimittees. o

Gallagher, 8 member of four com
mittees (Census, Indian Affairs, Mines
and Mining, and_ Pensions), ted
out that only the Indian-Affairs Com-
mittee has been at all active. ¥

“I might Just as well not be on &
committee at all.” he remarked.

The bent. white-hamired former
supporter of Henry George cailed for:
an end to the long delsy in slnﬂmg -
off the St. Lawrence Seaway projec 3
He called for action on the Full Emb]oyment Bill, the
65-cent Minimum Wage Bill, and other important meas-
ures bound up with reconversion.

Reason for the long delays in committees, he said,
is that “leaders on both sides of the House do not trust
the members. {. they are not in complete agreement
on .the objective of these measures. at least they should
permit them to come before the House for 2 vote.

“Why should we sit here day after day doing nothing
but talk, talk, criticize, and fight battles that are past,
in place of having our eyes to the future for the benefit
of our country and for the benefit o! the soldier boys?
.. I went action and sane thinkin;

It was one of the sanest <PPe(’hEs Congreﬁ has heard
in weeks.

NO as reactionary Southern Congress-
men are chaitmen of committees thel can bottle up legis-
lation and prevent its coming to a vote.

Lewis Comes Home
Officials on both hld€_< publicly deny reports that

«John L. Lewis and his United Mine Workers Union will

vejoln the American Pederation bf Labor.
privately the deal slready has been mad

Towis will be returned to the fold af the next AFL
executive council meeting in Miami, Jan. 21, Further-
more, the tempestuous mine leader will be granted his
No. 1 demand. 2 seat In the executive council for his
600,444 mine workmen.

Details of the reunion were worked out in a series
of secret confabs between Lewis and AFL moguls,
cluding President Green, carpenters' boss “Big Bill" Hut-
eheson, and others during the labor-management con-
erence

However,

B immediate barrier 1o be overcome was
the lack of vacancies on the executive council. However,,
Green and his associates have now worked out a neat
little plan to remedy this—the ouster of Harvey W,
Brown, president of the International Assceiation of
Machinists.

Brown has been in hot water with AFL bigwigs for
= long time because of non-payment of per capita taxes,
growing out of 2 dispute between him and Hutcheson
over unionization of millwrights. Only about 5000 mill-
wrights (they install machinery in industrial plants)
are involved, but Brown and Hutcheson have

5 Brown's answer

s-arrears in the payment of per capita

eral’ month: the | boss
ll)y to “get the L\!xe! on the ]ln!" or fag c lusmmlm.
is

“th :
pay’the back: taxes.only after mmwngm mnu was
settled by the AFL cxecut ive cout meanm;, of coufse,
settled in his favor

‘There's .no chn nce or thh while the potent  Hi

- son {s sitting -on"the board. But~even shoult Brown re-
the ‘gate: at-the

pent and kick in, he still will be given
anuary meeting under an AFL regulation providing for
the suspension of any union which is three m o

‘assessment
rown’s Temoval will be a double yictory Ior ‘Hutche-
son. Not only is he getting rid of an Yy and thus
making it possible to put the full might.of the AFL be-
hind his drive or organize the millwrights, but hB 15 !ho
getting a close crony, John L. Lewls, & ‘seat at t]

council table.

N John L. and. Hutcheson are strange bed-
fellows. Once bitter foes they slugged it out \’-‘ﬂh their
fists some years back at an AFL Convention. Such is
the fleeting character oI Gnion politics.”

Russian Red Tepe ,

Mershall McDuffie, deputy to overseas property
liquidator Tom McCabe, has just returned from a trip
through conquered Europe. Anxious to go from Warsaw
to Prague -early in October, he checked with TU. S.
military headquarters to see if an Army plane was sched-
uied to cover this mountainous route. one was. He
was also advised he would be wasting hls time if he
tried to hitch & ride from the Russians.

Next MecDuffie checked at the American Embassy,
wliere he was told it would be useless to.go fo the Rus-
sians. Even If they were willing to help, he was told,
Russlan red tape would take him ten days to get
starte

However, lunching with an Ametican UNRRA work-
er, M¢Durfie revealed his piedicament. Lunch was over
a about 2:30. At 3 P. M. McDuffle received a call from
Red Army headguarters offering him & ride on a plane
e‘xpecled to go to Prague from Moscow the next morn-

Tne Moscow p‘ane was delaycd however, so McDuffie
was put on another R n plane. with a crew com-
posed of two Russians and three Poles. He was charged
265 rules for the 400-mile journey over the mountains.
and wag permitted to pay in Polish zylotys. Thus, the
total trip cost him 97 cents in American money.
m_Prague, McDuffie drove to Bratisslavia and

Vienna, thence to Frankfurt, With his Russian-Czech
pass and an American flag on the car he had no trouble
so long as he was in Russian-controlled territory—being
stopped only twice for a reading of his

Between Vienna and Frankfurt, howeve* McDuifie
was stopped six times by American GIs and finally was
arrested and fined by an American military policeman
for speeding on an eight-lane autobahn, or highway.
‘With no traffic in sight in-either direction, his chauffeur
had been traveling at 55 miles per hour.

Won't We Ever Learn?

John L. ewis Is Bidding For Powe gai.n

By Marguis Childs

WASHINGTON

SO far 28 one may Judge by surface indications, the
General Motors sirike will be ‘on Indefinitelr., An
trresistible force has
‘The longer the deadlock continues

met an immovable, bady,

hecomes the
will  act.
d pri-
hit manage-

in Detroit, the greater
probability that Congress
While that_action will be aime
marfly at labor, it will
ment as well.

e unions are oppesed lo any
form of compulsory abritration, - So
are the employers, as represented in
the National Association of Manufac-
turers and the United States Chamber
of Commerce. But compulsory aibi-
tration in some form or other Is what
they will get if the war in Detroit
goes on. While the gun will be aimed
2t labor, inevitably both sides will he

Behind the deadlock, with is dire consequences for

“ will _be' able to_ignor

he founded. and then repudiated. of putting Iabor in s
Government straft jacket. You can hear now the old
orator ringing the changes on that theme. =

According to current rumors, Lewls will soon take
his unlon back into the AFL. With his half:million
miners, Lewis will be the real power no matter. Who-may
happen to be president of the federation.
he wlil be in a strong position to bargain with ‘the GOP.

To Blame Southerners

For polmcnl pumascs it will not be:hard to make
1t look as thougl Suumer were

utchew

nths " in*

In‘thay role,:

n20

“It's about time they cut down the pension agel_Af
all, a man who's been baffled for 20 years. deserve!
a pensxon

Scientific Goose-Bumps .

By Semuel Graften

NEW YORK

OME to think ef it, there was
something odd about our de-
struction of Japan's cyclotrons. Cy-
clotreas are not flcboﬂes for mak-

ing the nature oI

the atom. To d

stroy them hl!ks

destroying log-

arithmic tables, or

perhaps micto-

scopes would he

s better illustra-

tio; snd  thus

there was in the

act something

like a touch of
intellectual vandelism. I am sure
Do such motive consciously entered
the hearts of our military men
wien they ordered the destruction:
but, after ali, it is the whole point
of our atomic policy that, con~
sciously, It makes us fear knowl-

is a kind of splendor in
the manner in which Ameritan
scientists have risen {o protest
the destruction. Professors John-
son, of Chicago, Stome of the
University of California, and Bu

, of Notre Dame, have protest-
ed, and so has the Association
of Oak Ridge Scientists. These men
are hardly pro-Japanese (many of
them worked on the atomic bomb
which killed so many Japanese!
but semething about the sight of
soldiers pulling laboratories apart
gives them the. goose-tRamps.

A HOBRID VISION

The action was unlike us. some~
how: it was unllke America: and
it raises horrid visions for the
future. While, for example, we have
not vet made a bonfire of books,
it would be only & logical follow-
up of the destruction of Japanese
cyclotrons  to  destroy  any
Japenese book on nuclear phy:

i the one is justificd, the other
15, 100. And then what ao you do wih
the Japanese phrsicisi? You can't
very well lmvc a sergeant blow him
up. Do you make him sign
pledge not 1o think?

Our action was a kind of wild
pitch; and a characteristic
of our atomic bomb policy that.
instead of giving us a real sold
feeling of security, it makes us
fearful, and it makes us pitch wild-
y. For President Truman, hardiy
a week before,'had carefully drawn
a line between theoretical atomic
knowledge and mduerml atomic
techniques, of d  which
makes it possible &0 bulld fission
bombs; he had sald that while we
would keep the second & secrel,

The Paogie's Platform

‘re increasingly
m

we were not greatly ~concerned : ¢
about the first. Then we go on
to destroy cyclotrons, which are
run by quiet-type characters who
can rarely tell a factory from a
mine.

SENTENCE TO IGNORANCE
The greatest value of the hiei- ¥
dent is that it shows us exactly
and in the clearest form, what
is worrsing American sclence; our
policy sentences almost everybody i
outside a selected group of offi-
cial thinkers. to ignorance concern-
ing a vast fleld of netural know
edge. It means that the enem
will not only be deprived of fac-
tories for making steel and niuni-
tlonsy wiich is one kind of prob-
lemi but that he is elso never
now the trutl about the ne
tron He Is to be officially

his ignorance 1z necessary (o
u and that is a new kind of
hing in our world, almost a new
knd of worid for us. Yet it re-
minds us of a very old kind of
corld. 100: of bygone civilizations
which once tried to tirive and
prosper by forcing algebra under-
ground, or whatever
Some of us are pitching wildly in
another department.
w of the comments which
cropping up in
13
the effect that it is anti-America
to guestion our atomic policy. Heve
¢ griing into some- 3
for not only do
hate an otficial selonce. for
first time in our natienal history,
1s0 have sx;meri; pa

. that

d
\s frightening some
best 5

scient

egal autho
nationalism,

appears 0. our ¥

thing  sirange,
perhaps irremedi- o
ably, reactionary; and it seems
to me that those of us who are |
more familier with the lssue of I
freedom as it concerns the press, i
etc, must begin to think now
about freedom and the sclenust,

r omuch is wrapped up in that
fasue. And the worst of K 18
twe always come back 1o this)
that the kind of security offered
by these dublous new developments
in American life does not even

ke us secure; it ls the kind
of security that makes the guar-'
disn jumpy, and causes his hand
to tremble, and when he throws,
to throw wide of the mark.

compacted,
scientlsts  as
#nd profoundiy

“A Stmkmg Savor”

By C, B, MANNING
Spartanburg. 8. C.
“Dead flies cause the ointment
of the apothecary to send: forth &
stinking savor: so doth a little folly
him that Is in:reputation for wis-

dom and honot.” -Eccl. 1011
Yes, . we - have  Tvery:i:broad-
minded Prasident of the United
States. . He broad-minded
et The can have dinner Saturday
night - with -~ Methodists, - Sunday
n g, and

dinner: with: Baptists: Sunday  night
and.thendrink his' bourbon’ whisky
at other. tables according: o’

ol Cct.

entirely © the “anti-lab P
resentative . Eugene Cux of  Georgia und others !n the
Hause : are “working hl\rd to make . that case. John

e fact that:the: hostile leglsll-
tion ‘was. put over w m \he help - of.

A

churchies and:‘a

devil Insp!red brewers
fooli

think: Hke: Cox

Lewls knows full well thkt the magic of Lh! ROOM\'ER

name-and
1048,

the : Roosevelt : voice” will -mob’ be present i
1t:is hard to see how ' anything less than that

the future, you can begin to see the Dutlme of ‘& political
drama mklng SthE The:hero of that drama==or villain,

equal share of
tion; but the multitude of h:.lf«wlt.s and
whole idiots, and nymphomaniacs, and
paranoiacs and rakehells in-general that
populate the modern literary South could
flourish nowhere but in the weird pages

of melodrama, There is no harm;in the.

fashion, one surmises, until it poses:as
realism. It may be magnificent, indeéed,
but it is not realism, and it is ?ot pars
‘ticularly Southern. 3 i

It was not, certainly Ellen Glasgow's |

brand of realism.’Without any. of the ob-
. vious.stimuli, she disciplined a weak'body.

and a“self-trained i mind .into becoming

et thful interpreter of her time and

0w you happen to feel about it—is none
other thun that fumhlax' ‘Thespian:-and -~ time=Honored
tragedian, John L.

Lewis, with W moaratle. fisir fof the dmmatic. hus‘

been sulking ever ‘since the  OIO deserte
bolted- for - Wendell - Willide in 194
chance to come back, and’in & blg way.

A siresid polftician: he
time that there ‘is nothing” mote
the D For :1948; he hy
‘Républicans:

ThaL ha= a]wns hren his pmt v,
‘down '§i i

o be gained from

In 1936 he plunked

out o]
AL help l -eleci Frnnk]ln lesevclt

exception o
through ‘the years,

g b
old-arg also,napumlc

pla
\ugclme nlto agreat artist md one: bn
regie the

- tiaf mua e
Such leaders ;wﬂuum Huwheson of the Carpm TA!

Union' hlt‘l iVM" devial ‘ x
abtlionion Iegisation s adopmd,
}lu blame on the CIO, H

w he aces B

Iixm on the:

Spl
of; onurae. the Repub!lcans manage to throw. Lhe ele
-wny gain.

ese possiblml in" ‘Washibgton lodly
‘strategy is at present in what:: mlx
tail stage, wnam of Lewis' admirers’ within th GO
are takinz comp]!!b! seriousness. 4

been’ convinced for sorn:'~ “eit]

Lt A0 labor’s ‘ranks; unless‘

America when he says "ﬂﬁvrcs
nothing wrong.. with-'me; .
little whisky wouldm't'cure
Boy Scout leéader denounges whis!
and our President upholids 18.:
President: leops fm‘r{i “his' high'of
*_fice :and - his e
great evil rorce.'
‘The Warden of N.

8ays 85 per-vent. of.
becalise  of . whisk:

Reud whn, Oénerﬂ

évery: saloon
press
ment lo the




