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satire designed to prove that
t4le to be thankful for on this

Day.
uncértain time, and any
ch to Thanksgiving must

hat we now have with what

uht ‘have had, the terrors of the
against the bright hope of en-

loring peace that bleomed and faded
1845, and on this ground he has found

reversed his procedure and compared the
present with the past. he might have
geen fit to summon Marley instead of

If we are not really at peace, we are
ot ‘actively at war; there is no occa-
ion today for the tearful prayers of 2
year ago when the Superforts were set-
ting forth to bomb Tokyo by daylight
nd the Third Army was inching its
'ul way toward Szarbrucken. Starva-
tion still stalks the earth, but another
season of violent and explosive death
as passed. These twelve months have
brought a great victory, and, even if we
gve no more than staved off destruc-
tion for another decade or two, this is
“sufficient cause for celebration.

Postponement

* There is no reason to. be surprised that
the United Auto Workers finally called
& strike against General Motors. ¥rom
the beginning of the contract negotia-
tion there has been & tremendous void
‘between the position of the union and
that of the company, and neither side,
despite all their protestation of sweet
Temsonableness, has shown any disposi-
tion to give an inch on the basic issue—
‘whether wages should be determined on
& basis of the employer's profits,

The strike became Inevitable when
young Henry Ford addressed his long
st of complaints to the United Auto
‘Workers. There had been many rea-
Bone to belleve that the Ford Corpora-
tion, which has always been a maverick
smong the sutoc manufacturers, would
treat with the unlon, thereby attaining
8 -great competitive advantage that
would soon bfeak the resistance of the
Industry as » whole. One of Mr. Ford's
first acts upon assuming office was to
fire or retire Harry Bennett, the labor-
‘baiting vice-president who attained a
dublous sort of fame under the founder.
And, in s series of Washington confer-
‘ences, Mr. Ford gave the union reason
%o belleve that he didn't consider a 30
per cent wage increase an insurmount-

ble atumbling block.
- ‘But when the Ford letter was publish-
ed it was obvious that the automobile in-
dustry whuld present 2 united front. The
jetter contained a good deal of sense,
and it touched the unions in their most
wulnerable spot—their lack of respon-
sibllity—but it went too far, and its bit-
ter tone was reminiscent of the elder
Ford who, as late as 1035, was taking
‘public oath that his company would
never sign 2 union contract.

Up until the point of the actual walk-
out yesterday. the union has appeared

sttitude appears to be that of the entire
industry. Bome of the union’s demands

But, beyond the simple fact of sur-
-vival, there Is good reason to mark this

day. Certainly our victory did not bring

us to the millenium: it is clear now that
we vanquished only Germans and Jap-
anese—fear, greed and ignorance, all
the ancient evils Jive on. But we have
at last come to realize that Americans
have no special immunity to these uni-
versal evils.

And this, we think, is progress indeed.
In the face of the split atom and the
distrust that marks our relations with
the Russians, there may be only a thin
hope for peace, but so long as we buried
our heads in the sands of isolation there
was no hope at all. We are fumbling now,
and uncertain, but the problems that
beset, us are the problems of all the
world. Our new sense of international
responsibility will not, in itself, guaran-
tee an orderly future, but it is a prere-
quisite without which we could have
guaranteed nothing but our final de-
struction,

‘There is reason for Mr. Child's gloom,
of course, but we have not yet lost the
hope for peace. Perhaps, in our new
humility, we have attained it for the
{irst time In our history.

And this. certainly, is reason enough
for being deeply and devoutly thank-
ful.

Is Not Policy

were unreasonable, perhaps, and a 30 '
" per cent increase certainly seems an ex-

horbitant demand, but from the begin-
ning the union has been conspicuously
willing to arbitrate, while the company
has laid itself open to charges of stub-
born stalling. The argument of the own-
ers that "profits are none of the un-
jon’s business” almost seemed to sup-
port the contention of the strikers that

-their pay coujd be raised without addi-

tional costs being passed along to the
public. And the owners have not yet
produced convineing evidence that they
did not, as the unions charge, actually
desire a show-down in 1945, before-the
excess profits tax is repealed.

If the strike continues at GM, and
spreads to the rest of the industry, pub-
lic support for the union will fade Iast.
Now that the automobile shops are ac-
tually closing the owners can, and cer~
tainly will charge that the delay in the
production of new automobiles is the
sole fault of the union, and their own
arbitrary stand in the days of negotia-
tion will soon be forgotten. The union
pickets will rapidly become a symbol of
selfishness to the car-hungry public.

‘We do not believe the Auto Workers
can win this strike, although if is dif-
Ticult to see how they could have avoid~
ed it without abandoning their basic po-
sition, They may emerge with a substan-
tial wage increase, but they are likely to
lose heavily in prestige. which is a more
important, if intangible, asset.

The great share of the Blame for the
strike rests with the Government, which
failed, or refused. to recognize that the
differences between the union and the
owners could not be reconciled without
outside pressure. The Government has
attempted to postpone the issue through
such well-intentioned gatherings as the
present Labor-Management Conference,
but positponement Is not, and never will
be, a substitute for flrm policy.

End Of A Pleasant Life

For most of his 56 years Robert
Benchley was & gentle voice in the ear
of America, remarking upon the foibles
of ‘the average man with a sharp and
Ppenetrant wit that never seemed to

make anybody mad. He died in New York -

yesterday, and there is no adequate re-
placement now practicing in the field
- he dominated.

Benchley concerned himself with the
eontemporary scene, and, of course. much
of his humor was fleeting, but there will

-be an impressive residue to endure as a
. monument to his artistry. No one who
read his “Treasurer's Report”, or wit-
ressed on stage or screen his tortured
effort to get a night's sieep, will doubt
at he dealt adequately with the iri-
mortal manners of men. .
. Benchley performed the remarkable
literary feat of creating authentic satire
thout bitterness, and he was accused
of uoldmg the pressing issues of his
tlfie; he derived his humor from the
life he lived, and it was despite the

From The New York Times:

shuddering of the planet. a pleasant
one. He did not allempt to deflate the
stuffed shirts nor lampoon the charla-
tans, he concentrated instead on the
confused fumbling of the litile men who
could never adjust themselves to the
streamlined age into which they were
born. His eye was sharp. but sympa-
thetic, for He was one of them.

He made his fortune in the era of the
wisecrack and the fast answer, and he
did it without indulging in the cynicism
that sold .so well in the bookshops. He
never broke a lance in a crusade, not
even against the minor annoyances that
beset his gentle and bemused characters;
he concerned himself with no cause
other than routing boredom.

It was good having Benchley around,
and we shall miss him. He was one of the
few literary men who could, without
reading a sermon, remind us that a tall
feather on a woman's hal can be a more
pressing problem than the fission of the
atom,

Negroes In Organized Baseball

‘Good sportsmanship alone is sufficient
rgument for seeing to it that Negroes
ave'a chance to play in organized base-

‘promoted _the appointment last
‘L Guardia. to study racial dis-
mon :An:professional baseball, and

8. quickly jnitiate' a policy under
ndividusls would be “treated

known that would keep him from be-
coming a good ball player—except his
color. Baseball has come to be, through
the years, something of a symbol of the
United States. It is a democratic game,

where the boy from a back lot can Tise

{rom rags to comparative riches through
skiil and stamina. If we are willing to
let Negroes as soldiers fight wars on our
team, we should not ask questions about
color in the great Amencan game.

The pattern left at Alamogordo. by
the test bomb was a° bilious green and
& -mile wide. Sounds like something
conservative In a new necktie.

Calling

the opposition's nrogr;m
J/grandiose”

means © we'll' be ‘along

‘‘presently . with . practically " the same:
’mmg. labeled & master pxm. 2 N

Soviet, 5
Davles wants Truman’ and Stl!
to sit down across from each’ other
and put all their cards on - th

face up.

Army investigation has shown that about 22 per
. centof. all goods being shipped to the Philippines now
inds its way into.the biack market.

. In September and October alone, military and native

pulxee were phle to recapture ahoul $1,000,000' worth of

S.-owned goods which black marketeers had stolen.

‘The black market absorbs everything from trucks to

fmmcam pens, from pistols to radios. Cigarettes, mﬂk,
lothing and typewriters all sell st premium. Theft in.

surance in Manila now costs more than any place i the

enemies—though they can be if cere

tain cliques in both countrles keep

stirring things up. Davies views the ‘
situntion as a hard-headed business man—feeling that
America. needs Russla and Russia needs America,’ He
feels that Truman is exposed to all sorts of anti-Russian
pressure, especially from certain Army-Navy big-shots
and Russlan-baiting diplomats. This explains the Presi-
dent’s confused drift,

Davies Is really alarmed sbout the danger of the
situation, and, unless someone gets to him, his book will
sound off in no unceértain terms, He has been heslbatlng
lest Jf he tells the truth he mey offend Truman, but it

ow looks as if he Js going ahea

Note—Truman recently e Joe Davies the Am-
bassadorship to London, but Joe declin

War Contracts Probe

Congre: man Andrew Jackson May of Kentucky has
been exhi ng unusual interest in a case before the
Mead Cnmmmee He has been urging Senators not to
proceed with their mvesugntion of the Erfe Basin Co.
and its lush war contrac

Senator Mead's invcstlgntcrs have been probing re-
parts that this almost unknown company received
$36.000.000 in war orders, though operating on a shoe-
string, At first the company refused 0 show its books..
Finelly. Mead investigators went to Chicago to examine
the baoks, probably will bring them back to ‘Washington,

Congressman May has urged members of the com-
mittee to lay off. The other day bis friend. .Senator
Alben Barkley, joined him in the request. It remains to
be seen whether Congressional courtesy or public interest
will win out,

The Daily Pacifican, the GI Western Pacific news-
paper, tells of one typical case taken from police files
which shows GIs and clvilians working together in &
black market ring. The Pacifican has done as much @s
anyone to expose black marketeering.

Haberdasher Truman
Eddle Cantor, ribbing President Truman before the
an,xanﬂl Press Club dinner the other day, let loose this
one

Ot 1a te, our President has been visiting the Supreme

Caurt Mch increasing frequency, People wonder why.
ig Government problems, they figure, Weil

I Iound out the truth—the real reason behind President
Truman’s visits to the Supreme Court Justices: The
President’s haberdashery store in Kansas City just got
in a new line of black robes and he’s trying to drum up
a little business.”

Capital Chaff

The War Department has finally decided to do
something about releasing thousands of surplus doctors.
Doctors with 70 or more points shortly will be eligible
for tmmedinte aschare, . .. The USS Bremerton salled
from Philadelphia on Nov. 7 carrying 71 enliste
overscis, desplie the fact ihat the will be. eligible for
separation on or before Dec. 1. . . . Swedish Prince Karl
Johan is moving to Washington scon because his father
King Gustav turned_thumbs down on the girl he wants
to marry. At first Prince Karl proposed ilving in Eng-
Jand, but,the British Minister to Sweden denied the
Washington is getting Tight back to its old pre-war  Prince and his lady friend visas. So now he 5 coming
cat-and-dog-fight social protocol days. When Chip to the USA, It is reported that the lady will come too.
Robert gave a dinner last week, there were Indignant . .. The NAM's Ira Mosher, Erlc Johnsion of the U, S
whispers about his error in seating the honored guests. Chamber of Commerce, phis John L. Lewis and Bl
He puts Mrs. Mavbank, wife of the Senator from South -Green of the AFL have been holding hush-hush meetings
Caralina, on his right. and Representative Claire Luce at a downtown Washington hotel. Other delegates are
of Connecticut on his left. Protocol, accarding to the curious aver what they are conspiring. . . . Friends think
dowagers, should have reversed this seating. since Mrs, Johnston will be an all-out GOP candidate for the
Luce s a member of Congress in her own right, while Presidency in ’48. . ., , Mrs, Truman will stage another
Mrs. Mayhank is only the wife of a Senator, . . . Supper party for girl reporters soon, But che still declines
Friends are booming able “Chet” Bohlen to be the new Lo hold press conferences. . . . Movie actor Melvyn Doug-
U. 5. Ambassador to Moscow, Bohlen speaks Russian  las. husband of Congresswoman Helen Gahagan Douglas,
perfectly, acted as interpreter for Roosevelt and Truman  has just been released from the Army, will do a show
with Stalin. However, the Russlans are suspicious, featuring GI veterans on Broadway before he returns to
Among other things he is a cousin of the Krupp von Hollywood. . . . Postmaster General Bob Hannegan no
Bohlens. famous German munitions family. . . . Sumner  longer makes  Sectet of his wartiot over Frimmn Smin
Welles may be out of the State Department, but his  Istration fambling on the Qomescis and farcian Sronrs.

After Victory

Merry-go-round

Thanksgiving

Scrooge es No Reason To Be Thankful

By Marquis Childs
WASHINGTON

“But you know they have a dictatorship in Russia, dont

you. They're to extend that dictatorship.. They

want to cnmml ‘Eastern Europe, There’s no democracy
in Bulgaria.

“Dont you think there's reason to be thankful that
ar is ended? Agter all, if it were still going ‘on,
the plans called for an invasion of Southern:Japan on

Nov. 1 and the Tokya plain in February, Thousands of

“'‘new casuities would be added to the list each day."

Saved for What?
“Perhaps & few lives were saved.
asl . what theyre saved for.

“HARLES DICKENS fn his “Christmas Carol” had
Scroge. that apostie of gloom and ill-will, converted
by s minor miracle on Christmas Day,
But Scrooge, it is sad to report, the
had a relapse. The state of the world S
and all the talk of destruction and
disaster seem to have put the old
hoy back Into a vicious frame of
mind,

‘This columnist, as we say when we
have solemn affairs to report, has had
an exclusive Thanksgiving interview

But ‘you ‘have to
‘ve -been savrd lm-

V@ms Chicog Tioes, fae.

“My but it's

nice to have the turkey and dressmg dm-

appear as if by magic, again!”

On A Dark Street

By Samuel Grafton

NEW YORK

W‘E ARE huddling with Great
Britain; thab is the net re-
sult of Mr. Truman's conversations
with Mr. Attlee.

Very 1ittle bew

yond the impres- >

sion of hudaling pfad.

has come out of %

;

by signing two .
names to a neg:
ative, insteed of
one, we could
make itlook more
like 2 positive. =
For on the Palestine issue, as
on the atomic bomb, We have
our hesitations.
We have entered Into a solemn
agreement with Great Britain not
to increase Jewish immigration
into Palestine in the near [fu-
wre, which is exactly the pras-
pect that prevailed before the
agreement. We have jointly de-
cided not to make any xmmsdl.\w
try  at  world  centrol  of
stomic bomb. and. agrin. that is &
case of 2 new decision which faile
to alier a previous situation. In
bolh cases we promise action at
some later date, that is we wii
try to increase lhe flow of

= the decision t it
’lso a decision nol to do

DRIFTING TOGETHER
Our two countries are drifting
together, but not for a comman
purpose; which is why It becomes
possible to suggest that we are
‘huddling for lack of purpnse.
mingiing our doubts. It 15 o
inion founded on  anxiety and
bazed on the proposition
neither of us has 0o clear an
ldea of what to we
have found each other's hands in
a cold world, so to speak, and are
walting now ta see what happens
thaps, then. there is gaing to
s firm and  lasting  Angio-
American bloc in world affairs
There are those who have wanc-

The People’s Platform

that .

ed 1t: and it came close to being
formally set up In last week's
announcements. *
SUDDEN PROTEST -
And vet ithis is so very strange!
suddenly, toward the end of lmst
week. there broke out a renewed
ripple of protest, in Congress and
out, against the granting of an
American  loan our  British,
buddy. One newspaper writer, who
has been talking to Congresamen
mmm that & well-prepared play
to fight any such lsan
’.he floor of Congress. Statistics
are being compiled 10 show that
Britain has some investments left
in this country which she could
liquidale. etc: one hears agqin
that Britain is not to ba trusted
because she intends to nationalize
her industries, and the headlines
sprout. What. so new a bioe, end
aiready under attack,
It seems e that the thin
Is 4t la’-ielched
enemt of world
chew’:ﬂly use an
: fec to break our
ation  with Russla, and that,
aving succeeded, they would then
urn  happiy against their own
wtrument.  breaking  the  bloc
that broke the warld!
TO DRIFT APART?
st me thst as surely
and we have
we shall 1
all over
e alternalive
Lamz{'f‘ world s not & stable bloc
svstem.  bul bitter nationalism
once e principle of unanimous
world. actlon is destroyed. the ce-

becomes
which made jt,
set free
Al th\ H prognosis:
we have vet
1

“ant i v

1 da nat
'cacner‘

x to the principle of
unanimity. we are going to find
ourselves alone. On a street that
i dark emnugh all men ara en-
ermles. and evers AOOTWAY A dRNRer
and no hand reaches out for an-
ther.

The First Thanksgiving

By H. L. Golden

Charlotte
Three (housandﬁ and eightv-one
voung shepherd boy
2 journex into the
wilderness which bprders on the
province of Negeb In Palestine. It
was necessary that he take this
most difficult snd circuitous route
because all amund him, in the
fields and in open’ village
were the pauc-Ls of the enemy:
patrols that had been ordered to
iake him captive. The enemy had
heard of the yolth from prisoners
of his people taken in battle.
They knew the Was  not
bringing a legion of reinforcements
for his hard pressed nation and
they were certain that he had not
devised any new weapon with
which lo scatter their armies, yet
thty were Impressed and perturbed,
they were determined . that
the {hephzrd should . not reach the
front battie line. . -Among: his own
people . this - eighteen. bﬂy
was - already scmethmg

The warrlors: of his trlble,

one. destined
tobe & kll’lg. ‘while “the
and _the .. scribes;  living:
cloistered solitude. of Lhe
whipered. to:one another th

with Scrooge. It was not off the
record, eithes. g R
It was very much on the record.
He wanted it known that he now fore-
sees all the direct consequences’ of
human  greed jmousy, hatred. and
matice coming tru
“The old fellnw put on a truly tmpressive performarnice,
He made professional gluomstcm such .as
and Dean Inge scem like. happy-go-lucky school ‘chil~ .
dren, » But to do Scrooge justice‘ it 15-best _to put: down’”
questions and answers. Here it {5,

her il
o You. think then, Mr. Scrooge..that the new Onited
Nations- Organization can't.prevent futilfe wars: after it
gets: golng -and gcts Lhc auength of . experience in o
p«:muon and in
Before he annwcred he gave tnls: cmumnmt 8
sof amo)utely witheritig .sco
“You're such s srmple surprised they Tet you
out,::
should “know, that the so-calls
zation'Is nothing but a ho:xx A toax, I:tell
5 Ahrottled . by :thos mers at’San Franciseo.
Wes there, 1 watched It happen 1t was stillborn. No
take that busitess of the veto power:', .. Oh well,

:United Nations gOrga

Questions ‘and Ansvers E

uwe'te going to celebrate: Thanksgiving over here:in

a few day Scrooge, and T wondered if you had some

Comment fo maker :
“Thanksgiving?"  His ‘sardonic’ lau:hhr mtght have
been heard in Hiroshima. “Thanksgivingl -You'e not
trying to be humorous, are you? :‘What' {5 there toibe

thankful for? .
found .2 way’ to. destroy themselves: altogether: = With
the weapons they now Havé, they've mannged to blow.
up half the earth:  Now, with -this: atomic -stuff,

they can do a’thorough’job:

“And’ 1, ‘for ‘one,: shail mt be tn. the least sbrry.

u mean; after. my cunversmn‘ ,

onsense;: 'm:happy’ to say.
back! I'm:mot: happy. I'm:never. ‘happy,

nnsWer to sour q(:esucn Jnist tha

““You can quote ‘that.’

i: s "But, Mr. Scrooge, the Alhes hnve won the
even‘though: it was: pretty
think would -hava been

:Japan had wen instead?”

m :
“You know,:or if you have n .otince  bf sense’ you
 spark_ of ‘greatness een

him.and give' way:
within: himsel;

scholars

singular happening, At first thy
shepherd thought 1t was anothes
illusion born sut of the fever of
thirst, but soon he realized thal
it was real. that- there before him
atood a man, & litle older than
himself but yet young. & han

youth richly clad and 5)30“?&1"
clean. He looked as if he had
just stepped out of the palace of
A king, yet the nearest palace and
the nearest village were in ‘the
Rreat distance, separated by many
miles of thick vermin - infested
wilderness,

The shepherd had  hardly re-
covered from: the shock of such’a
sight when the stranger. spoke,
spoke’ In. words - encouraging - and
soft and  full Fof .the det}wst afe
ection: M‘y i ﬂ]IaL
the: Gileaditi
food -and: drmk and th&e :Rndnla
for -your: fee! at
voung  stranger.leaned




