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‘The Elephantine Qutlook

striee problems, we take it that the GOP

pubiiciats are Uying o prove Lbhat Mr.
Triman's time is occupied exclusively
with trivia. 41 that they bave accom-

bhed, however, so far as we can see,
is 1o disparage as trivial three revered

o firmily estabiished American insti-
tutions, marriage, county fairs and po-~
ker.

’\Mr:«\'l, this is. perhaps, peg above the
arty’s recent efforts to prove that the
Lf* President Roosevelt deliberately in-
ited the Japanese to destroy the United
Statecs Navy Pearl Harbor. But; po-
lincaliy, 3t is unlikely to prove any more
effective for the simple reason that it is

at

cqualiy nonsensical. Whatever Mr. Tru-
man’s. shorteomings, he has shown no
lack of conscientiousness aboui his job.

The GOP is iikely 1o be no more
cessful i the future than it has been
throughout the past decade if it per-
sisls in sterile negation and a juvenile
carrying of the argument ad hominem.
The American people are looking for an
affirmdtive program.
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mander this country has seen in two
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Both parties are _considering
biood for 1948, GOP leaders are con-
vinced that. given a candldete who
can win labor vates t not alienate
the Hoover conservalives. they can
win. Obviously, Eisenhower s im-
portant Presidential timber.

Popular impression is that Eisen-
hower js a Republican. He was appointed to West
Point from the rock-ribhed Republican State of Kansas
by GOP Senator Joseph P. Bristow, And nobody in
those dags could get anywhere in Kansas unless he was
2 Republican.

However, though it may be news to GOP leaders,
Dwight Eisenhower put himself on record early in life
s a Democral. Furthermore, he was an energetic Wil
liam Jennings Bryan Demecrat, and in November 1909

nade @ speech at the annual Democratic banquet held in
Abilene, he other speakers were older and
feasoned Kansas Demecrats: put Dwight Fisenhower,
then only nineteen, was picked ta stand up with them
he crow

cwer's speech, hitherto overlooked by polie
nd celvers into the General's past, is prited in
swhile in the files of The Abilene News, then
the Demoeratic paper”of the town.
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I am indebted for this information to J. W. Howe
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craf, though he toois little part in politics. Dwgm him-
self was more active' than his father, but whatever pull
He had was with the Demoorats However, the factionsi
Republican fight helped him. , Editor Howe, the to
chief Democratic leader. advised Dright 1o g0 get the
endorsement of Phil W. Heath, editor of the Abileng
Chronicls and spokesman Tor the Square-Deal” Repub-
licans; also to get the endorsement of Charles M, Hars
ger. editor of the Abilene Reflector, spekesman for the
“Stand-Pat" Republicans.
ince voung Eisenhower was not allied with either
faction, Heath and Harger were very friendly, and
gladly gave him their support. Thus, he was able to
abtain not only the endorsement of the Democrats. but
ehl to

of hotl S
standlng in the community.

Eisenhowers first and only venture into politics
cccuirred while he was taking post-graduate work at the
Abilene High School, preparatory to West Point. Chief
speaker at the Democratic banquet was George

odges, later Governor of Kansas.
“The Student in Politics.”

{ke's First Speech

Two themes ran through the speech of the nineteen~
year-old future commander of the Allied armies in
Europe—preparedness @nd helping the under-dog.

“There {s an old proverb,” the young orator told his
audience. of Democrats, “that says ‘s the twig is in=
clined, so the tree is bent’ A man after voting the
straight ticket for several clections seldom changes from
one <(r’@ to the other.

H.

Dwight's subject was.

his fact is proved conclusively by the contraversy
now going on In the Republ art ne branch is
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o Europe's Mas@iieg

By Marquis Childs

WASHINGTON
HE relief and rehabilitatlon of Europe by the only

organization that can do the job—UNRRA—Is being
to ap-~

slowed down through the failure of Congress
propriate funds already authorized.
‘This 15 gambling with the future
of Western civilization. It ls gambling
that Europeans will be able to resist
cald and hunger for another Winter.
It Is sambling that Europe will not f&
Japse into gnarchy or lotalitarianism.

Altogether, it 1s the most shocking
example of the dilatory indifference
with which our lawmakers seem to

face the crisis of our tme,
The United States owes UNRRA,

an nternational organizatio

000.000 which UNRRA had Lﬂlll)ud Un

for use in the ‘early Winter. The
House look an unconscionable lime
over appropriuting the money—the authorization had

been approved once by both Senate and House. Now,
by slow motion, it is proceeding through the Senate Ap-
propriations Commitlee.

Jack of funds. UNRRA has canceled $30.000.000
in rehabilitation supplics that had aiready been ar
Tanged for through the Treasury. The money eft in
UNRRA's cashi drawer is needed for food to keep human
beings alive,

. Canceled Purchases

Included in the $50.000000 of canceled purchases
were supplies and industrial equipment intended to help
make Europe a going concern again. as well as clothing
and medical supplies. One of the chief alms of UNRRA
is ta gt Europe off the dale as quickly s passible.

But. that cannnt be done while the subsistence line
Is so close to actual st\‘Umn. In the most fortunate
are: in Europe, the dietary level is not much more
than half- what it should be to maintain mmlmum
nealth. .

Secreta¥y of Agriculture Clinton P, Andersan Rn
nounced fhe “other “day that foreign foad gallocations
would be increased by 50 per cent. That was.welcome

ews. ; .
1t Is good news, especlally, for the countrles {n Europe

that are now on a
Holland and N
total of about 700.000 tons a’ mon!

The Army Helps
The countries dependent on UNRRA—Tial
Albania, Paland. Crzechoslov
ones now being pinchrd by
wauld probably

paving hasis. France, Belgium,

supplies o a

the lack of funds
e at e battam of the list, but Italy's

plight §s nlmost s serious

Thanks 10 e U S At it has been possile to
e it il caris Wintor Ja hofare
£ ‘endt af Jonddoer. e At over $150.000000
in Jend-lease suppiies tor Ttalidn seliel,

This surce will be eshamsted by he fisst of the
year, Moreover. it will nol be possibie t help Ttaty out
o $550.000.000, when 1L apprapri; beeause thal
amount has already been committed glsewhere, talian

yelief must wail on aulborization and appropriation of
SLI0000. which I the second instaliment to some due
to Ul

Flgunw hiave sa little power to convey the hunger
that gnaws at IHalian bellies. The average consumption
of fats and oils in Italy is 45 pounds a person & manth,
That compares with 44 pounds » month in this country.
With the worst drouth i twenty years, even the grain
crop is dow

What mikes the contrast
TUNRRA Is gelting no. fats or
or December. AL the same

more startling is
olls for cither November
tme, qualas for industrial

v
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~'users in this country have brep pul. back to -within eight:

per cont of the jevel of 1941,
p)nV)"n“v and high cons

which was & ¥ear:of high
sumption.

And Further Delays
~The House. in approving the $530.000.000 appropria-

atided certain amendments,. One: providinig that’
American press representalives, shotld, have: ffec aceess,

" within countries in-which UNRRA.is mmmmm relief;

1o infortation aboit how relief Is being us

While that:may. be .a" desivable. nhjf Ii"i‘, there fs5
“danger that it might cause further delay aking fors
mal: press  agresmonts with . some ol ihe. eountrics,
UNRRAis fearful :that {hat, wauld: be: (he:resilf,
 have alrendy, had - too many delays.
wait forever,

Hunger will not
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Why Not A Ré?erendum? ;

By Dorothy Thompson
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The Peagie's Platform )
The MNegro Veterans
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