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e Gaulle Threw
Monkey Wrenchlin

Invasion Phase
Refused To Let Several Hundred
Fremeh Officers Go With Attack

By JOUN M. HIGUTOWER

WASHINGTON—(AP)—In the final hours bofore the
slart of the invasion of France, Gen. Charles de Gaulle is
reported here (o have suddenly canceled the orders of sev-
eral hundred French officer chednled to land with the
first waves of Allied — — s
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Japs Admit
Attacks On
Mariannas -

American Navy
In Hard Blows

By ASSOCIATED PRESS
The Tokyo radio acknowl-
edged today that a “powerful
enemy  task force” had at.|-
tacked Japanese bases in and
around the Marianna Islands
in a series of operations be-
ginning last Saturdey  and
continuing for three days.
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WATER TO WOUNDED SOLDIER—LL. Margaret
a1 BRrse, G1Ves water to Hailand P. Braley, a soldler
A fractured arm during the invaston of France,
racdiotelephoto)
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To Hold Caen
Against Allies:

" Nazi Attack Follows British
Drive 23 Miles Inland

By WES GALLAGHER :

SUPREME HEADQUARTERS ALLIED EXPED)
TIONARY FORCE—(AP)—The Germans have flungi§i
armored divisions into fierce fighting to hold their a:
hattleline bastion of Caen, the Allied Command anno
tonight, and heavy fighting is raging at Montebourg:
Troarn at opposite ends of the 100-mile front withs bof
towns changing hands in the last 24 hours. ;

The savage German counter-action on the eastern fla
in Normandy followed a British grive 23 miles- inland: ot
flanking Caen from the west, and the armored:strugg]
rising in intensity i
The four Nazi armored divisions were hirled into
area between Caen and Caumont, twenty miles. southwast S
seized in the hard British punch. S
FIGHT FOR MONTEBOURG i

The U. 8. Fourth Division fought the Germans fie
for Montebourg, fourteen miles southeast of ithe atiates
port of Cherbourg, and the great guns of the British batt
ships Rodney and Ramillies thundered in:support: of th
British fight to hold Troarn, town seven.miles from’
taken in an outflanking drive oft: that bhastion to:the

Both Germans and the Allies have fought into wnk
thrown out of Montebourg and Troarn:in: the:last:24
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Fortresses—-battered {argets: in ' Franos and i
today in air-support of ‘the invasidf ;

Meanwhile in the Carentan: ares,south of the bi
Montebourg battle, other Americans of the largest U
force ever thrown into fighting'in this war chopped’d
gashes in the Nazi defense of Cherbourg Petinsula; L

American armored forces there smashed:ihe Germang'
back, and the Berlin radio #tknowledged a withdrawal o
veral miles west and north of Carentan, with doughbioys
thus apparently cutting half to two-thirds of the Wway atioss
the narrowest neck of the peninsuls. .
FLUID BATTLE

Headquarters said Americans fighting in the Monte
bourg arex had to give some ground along the road
the sea. 4
“In some areas we continued our advance snd ia

others the Germans had some locsl successes,” ‘the
Supreme Commangd said in describing the whole battles
front.

The four Nazi armored divisions plunged into batth

around Caen, Tilly-sur-Seulles, Troarn, and Caumont
cluded the 21st and 12th S. S. Divisions. It was not kno
whether all the armor of these units was committed i
battle. but all their infantry was.
5 The Germans said Cacn itself was in flames and weg
being attacked from ali sides. Berlin also reported -Allied
armored thrusts south of Caument, .

Gen. Sir Bernard L. Montgomery launched a squesss

N on Caen with his trusts reaching 23 miles inland intoighy

st of the bic anchor city. .
OLD MONTGOMERY TACTICS - S
Striking as he often did against Field Marshal Erwig
T in the African desert, Montgomery sent: A
bling south of Bareux along the central sector:of th
H They smashed through Caumont and Villers.
hen turned east and north to drive savagely into the:
flank protecting Caen on the west, :
Caen itself was under heavy naval bombardment
{rom Allied warshi A flier who flew over the ity
said i carcely possible for life to exist thereX:
stands athwart a main highway to Caen,
outhwest.  Caumont, seven miles wes
htiv north of Villers-Bocage, commands a secondary:
alzo Jeading to Caen,
itis truck with “great effect,” the Allisd
Command announced. .
s the old Montgomery tactics of attacking ‘on the
fo cut off a large force of Germans and take the!
r or destroy them rather than push them back, it
X coun broadeast said the Nazis had lost Tillge
1 eral times has changed hands, - TH:
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