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BIG INCH IS COMPLETED—Secretary of Inter-
for Harold Ickes (right foreground) inspects the Big
Inch pipeline after the final welding of the last joint
in dedication ceremonies at Phoenixville, Pa. Behind

Ickes are W. Alton .Jones,

gency Pipeline® Tnd., "and Clinyles
man of the Reconstruction Finance (‘orpomllon. which

supplied sthe money.

ident of War Emer-
B. Henderson, chai

pre:

Hitler Wonders If
taly Is Good Risk
Mussolint Bcﬂimc;R To Have Ap-

pealed for Aid in Italian Defense
By THOMAS HAWKIN

RERN— (AP} —Informed

belief today that Premier Musgoling® hud made an urgent
for more help in the defense of
threatened country when the Axin partners me
Northern llnly-«nmhum Ve

appeal to Adoif Hitler
sravely
Monday somewlere in
Thrza souices agreed thal Im-
wedlale eventa In the Battle of
Blelly bad promptad the confers
ence, Which apparently was held ns
Amcrican bombers pounded Rame,
hut mest of them felt that the site
nation n llnh tteell waa the main
topic of diwe
T teaching (hin conclusion they
pointed fa recent AXis ratements
Tunting that both Germany and
Haly nlready regard the defence
of Blelly a3 n last eause
The observers reazoned
the Axiy han given up hope of
holding the isdand the next lae
. of defense must be on the Ttalion
maintand and that wave and means
must b found of withdrawing e
remnants of the Sicflian force and
reoraanizing ta resiat an o Allied
landing.

ARt FOWER TROBLEM

that 1t

b ¥
one of the big problems of effec.
tive reslstance to the Aliles 15 nir
power. They pointed out that even
the Axis press has ncknowledged
Allled afr superiority n the Stellian

| would

(liplnn\utix civeles expressed
his

ron.

vported only negligible  reslstance
to thelr reral ossaults

Milttary observera estimte that
the Axia hon 5000 to 6,000 planes
i combat on all Furopean fronts.
OF this approximately 1000 Lo 2,100
are wald tg br fighter planes, backed
up by o reserve of wiknown quan-
iy,

They agreed {hal If the Al-
Nes are o be nuarantlned on
Sicily and the Ktalan matntand
saved by an effeetive delaylng
actlen on the isand (his re-
seeve must be thrown inte the
Battte.

They pointed out,
the nuestion 5 a
Higler, since i 15 upon the Ger-
II\’ Air . Which §s  larger
ool better timined. than Oy Hrals
fan, that the brunt of the fighting

all,

however {hat
tongh one for

TWO SIDES TO QUESTION
There were two sldes to the ques-

tlon confronting Hitler, observers

belleved.  Firat:

Would Qerman |0t

Red Armies
Advancing

On Fr @m of

Capture Town
After Town

By WILLIAM McGAFFIN

MOSCOW — (AP)— Fight-
ing along the Russian front
spread to the southern Do-
nets and Mius River sectors
yesterday as Red Army
troops recaptured town after
town in their drive to encircle
the Germans at Orel on the
central front, the Russians
reported today.

Russian armies thus were on
the move on a front extending
some 400 miles south from Orel
to = polnt southwest of Vorgshi-
lovgrad, where the Soviet mid-
night communique said  Russian
forces had crossed the, Mius Riv-
er, tmproving thelr pasitions,
CLOSE IN ON OREL

Heaviest fighting  sthl  raged,
however, In_the vielnity of Orel,

¢ was clos~

around the German zupply
Advances of lrom four

six mtles were reported during the

day's fightlng which saw  the

sttacks 1 an’ effort lo halt
Russlan advance.

Among the townn eapturca
by the Russlans, satd a spe-
cinl Buitetin, was Misensk. 31
miles northeast of Orel. The
same Rusalan column was ree
poried pushing on o the west

e Red Army force operating
directly east of Orel meanwhile,
the “ulletin sald, capturcd twenty
villages in the day's fightlng, In-
cludging the raflway station town
of Voreshllov, On the aouthern
flank a Soviet force took ihe cly
af Malo  Arkhankelsk., 39 miles
fram Ore}, the communique sald,

Russlan advances were met by
Aubborn resietance al} nlong he
Hie, the war  bulletln  declared
Nazi  counter-attacks were launched
constantly. Red Army men routed
one only 1o have the Cennans
reform helr shatteved tank unlts
and Mgy for  analher, the
compuuniane rald.

Risslnna reported the desperate
Nazl thrusta were necompanted by
the zame heavy loss of lfe nnd
armored  equipment  wideh  has
marked thoe battle on the central
front shiee la beglantng  stxteen
days ngo.

KURNK AREA ACTION

The Russians nlso teported nc-
tlon nt the sonthern cnd of the
Kursk salient i the vickty of
Belgorod. Here thp Red Army has
been  buslly engiged erastug the
gaine - which the Qerman  Army
made In the opening daya of the
batlle,

The Germans were hurling ar-
mored forces al the Russlans and
the commuuique sald that In one
engagement  Sovlet troops  killed
400 Germana and  disabled zeven-
teen tanks and three self-pro-
pelllng guns,

e Russlans gave nnly mearer
details b the fighting o the
Donets and Mius River arens. ‘The
midnighl communique  minimized
the significance of the battles and
referred o them as engagements
local character”, adding, how-
ever, that "they hnve n tendency

theater, while the Allles have re-

Ber BIG PROGRAM on page 2

to grow Into scrlous battles

Germans hurl len. futile ccun\cr-
el

-AMI‘RILAN? TAKE OVER falLlLlAN TOWN—U. 5. froops who captured

the

Sicilinn town of Comiso received a hearty welcome from much of the popu-

lace, as shown in the upper phote, Below, natives of the town line up to turn their
guns over to the victors, (Photos by radio from Algiers.)
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Next Bridge, N@xﬁ‘ %zﬁé?@% Next

By DON WHITEHEAD
WITH 3 SEVENTH
ARMY IN SICILY, July 17—iDe-
Inycd)—{@)—Tne
the gray church
shaft of shiadow over
as we bounced over the cobbled
slrects In a jeep and turned down
the steep road to the plains
stretching below.
For a_moment,
the secne mede
. wretched | poverty
an thic fslnd and
in their eyes. We fomgot for a
“monient atout the war, the wight
of blond spilled on streets, the hul-
let-rlddled  bodles dving  In alde
roads and the tenrh of death

the grandeur of
you  forget the

peopie
the dull Jook

thet clings ta a land cut by, war. 1

LOVELY PLAIN
This plals below was a lovely

place, stretehbing o, the hills be-
youd. The flelds we with
that  pecullar  yello brightness
which sunsets somcilmes paint on
the Inndscape.  White roads wound
lazily through the valley.and dls-
appenred dnto the dark, serlous-
looking mountatns.

Tat the lliuslon af 3 peace-
tul countryalde lasted only a
momend, There was the thun-
der of rannan and clouds of
amoke, billowed up where lhe
abelin landeds

This was & battlefleld out there
today, A tank batUc had been
fought and the cocmy rcn\)ltzcd,
Now ft was our turn to atta
Alteck,  countersnttack, prives
L ogeemed thin bad  heen

an for weeka lustead of only neven
taya, Bub them, tme has become

g
Rolng

Town--That’s What Men Think Of

meaningless. except to the generals
In headquarters, whose thoughts
are on the broad mirror of war
and not fixed on the mininture bat-
teground below Maxzerino,
They ean juggle time and mark
the enlendars ms good  gencrals
Bui for the men In the
Une the hotrs runa it
the days into w
thoughts are on the nes bridxc.
the next valley, the next town,
Outlined ngainst the sky on the
rldge ncross_ the plain was (i
next town, Darrafranca. and stlll
further actosa the tidges was Cal-
tufsetta, one of the key fnland
oltien of Slelly. That's where our
drive from (he heaclien waa Tend~

tte caplure of Galtantselts vas
Hee NEXT BRIDGE on pago 2

Yanks Storm
Air Base
Tierce Baule Leaves

Many Axis Dend

ALLIED MEADQUARTERS N
NORTH AFRICA — 13" — American
troops storming the Bisentl  Alr
Thse on r A000-foat plateau in
soglheasiern Sleily  fought one of
the flereest battles of all last week,
delnyed reports «aid todny.

. 8. soldicrs smnshicd n
counter-attack by the Nazi Her-
mann Goering_ Division tanks and
armored cats, leavlng many eneiny
dead on the - heavily-defended
mountaln ros

AR T14 aflicers who were with-
Wy a wile of the fictd while tanks
sUll were fighting aftested to the
tlerceness of the fray,

Overturned enemy  nrmored
nlcles nud guns marked the en-
trance to the landing ground once
used by many of the German air
force's crack  flehter and bomber
squadrons opcrating against Maita.
MAPS FOUND

Stacks of Malta maps were found
in the enemy flight control head-
quarters where the operation board
had been abandoned undistubed.

airport is ten miles from
the pleturesque town of Blscarl
where life wns reported “continu-
Ing a5 if nothing happened.*

Byl the landing ground was pit-
ted” with 40 craters and wrecked
afreraft of many types were scate
tored on the edges, Mcluding 50
Messerschmitts, several Junkers and
Heinkels, Some were about o be
bombed up and bombs were lylng
next to them when enemy opera-
tions censed due to the Allied afr

Peunellled notlces on  the doors
showed that German Afr Headguaye
teras hand continually changed be-
cmise of the bambings.

| New Wave of Guerrilla

Fighting in Balkan Aren
e A NEW WAVE Of RUCT-
villa “flghting ts reparted here to
have broken aut in the Batkans,
with  patriot flghters taking  ful)
advantage of :oftencd Itailan me.

rale 1o strike sl occupation troops,

Liisenhower Sees
Complete Victory

General, However, Cites Hard
Job Fucing Eighth Army

ALLIED HEADQUARTERS IN
NORTH AFRICA —(#we Geberal
Dwight D. Eisenhower declarcd
emphotically today he was confi-
dent of a complete Allied victory
In Siclly but sald the task facing
Britith and Canadan forces was
one af bitter fichtlng with & gen-
eratly slow advance,

“Due ta the mature of fae ter-
rahy and the locatlon of the enemy
forces, the task facing the (Bri-
fsh) Elrnth Army, including Cana-
dinn_forees, Is one of bitter fight-
Ing with o generally slow advance.”
the  Allied  commander-in-chiet

verbsald

“The (Amrricant Seventh Army

iz making a more or fr:a rapld ad-
vance through weaker resistan
T over-rumning fahstantial oy
tions of the island and confining
the encmy o progressively smailer
arene "

“The German has attempted fo
eatablish & vers strong line, in-
clulng Mount Eina. on the east
and to do =5 hrough! ccrtaln fore
mations from the Italan main-
tand,* he sade

The commangec-in-cite{ made
his statements at first press
conference g month
when he teld correspondents’ he
had  requested the retention of
Gen. Henrs Giraud as the French
North African commander-in-chisf

Wreckage Piled Over
South Italy, Sardinia

By DANIEL DE LUCE

ALLIED HEADQUARTERS IN
NORTH TAFRICA —(®— aliled air
attacks were on 'a somewhat re-
duced scale yesterdny after the
previous day's glant effort by more
than 500 planes agalnst Rome. but
thera stlll was enough reserve pow-
er to leave vital enemy nirflelds
in southern Itoly and Sardinig
strewn with flaming wreckoge,

Six enemy’ planes were destroyed
and six Allled eraft were missing
from “ldcsbrﬂ\d nttacks ngainst
the alr Vibo Valentin and
Montg c o at the the of the
Talian bool. Aquino and Capodi-
chino near Naples and Declmoman-
nu_in Sardinia.

Two wWaves of Amerlean Marand-
or bombers struck Vibo Valentin,
studding  hangars, rud  blanketing
A npmber of parked airerafe wil
hot ‘steel.  RAF bambers from the
Middle East had attacked the same
atrdeome the previous night.

Americon  Mitchells  repeatedly
rakied Mente Corvino, setting at

feast twelve enemy planes ablaze
on  the ground. Cresmen sald
fragmentation bembs  splintercd
among twenty to 40 Axis aireraft
in the dispersal arcas and that
numerous fires broke out in hang-
ars, Lightning fighters escorted
both American missions.

Canadian anti *RAF Wel“n ton
bombers from North Africa heaﬂ!y
almckcd Aquino  Monday night.
of which six or elght were of huge
proportions. After getting  thelr
bombs away the Wellingtons re-
turned to shoot up the field and
damaged n number of grounded
planes,  Returning crewmen  suid
enemy night fighters and ground
batteries offered little oppwuo!m

Amgrican Warhawk o
bombers ritacking Sammmn tar-
gets destroyed five quemy piancs

pt. Ralph Q. Taylor Jr. of a1
Hallowny St. Durham. N. C.. shot
downt A Messerschmitt 109 and &
Macch) 202 for his fourth and fifth
victories, becaming the (irst ace of
his group.

s Now

point of collapse.

cially announced.
Half of Sicily now iz in

urposes. :

Enna’s fall cut off Catania from
western Siefly except for one long,
rough northern cosst

etaway.
wppeared  in-
tended for a last stand or pos-
evacuation i Mezsina
area of northeastern Sicily,
between Catania .and .Messioa,

ITALIAN COMPLAINTS

own Government ag well a5 the
Germans. The Nazfs, they de«
clared, were fepeating thelr Afri-
can tactcs of abandoning them
every time the situation became
hopeless, fleeing in all availnble
transport.

Thay asserted their own
Faselst Government had glven
them too fow'zuna and feod,
and lued obsslete tramuperts,
armor and ammanition,

The U. 8, and Canadisn troops
were speariug deeper fato Siclly
beyond Enna In a swift, powerful
advance. They ara only some 40
milea from the north coast of
Blclly and they are mpldly aplit-
ting the ksland in

iThe Itailan eommunlq\xa an-
nounced earller that Eunna had
been evacuated, snd the German
war bulletin sald that “In the
western sector of the &icillan
front, German and Ttallan forces
unmolested by the cnemy exe
cuted ordered movementa accord-
ing to plan’  DBritish attacks at
Catanla were repulsed, it sald),

With EHnna's fall, the enly
contacd between Catanla and
western Slelly Is by a single,
roundabout read from Falermo
and Termind on the north coasd
down naround Mount Etna
through Paterno, or By o still
longer way along the coast to,
Messina and down the coastal
road ihrough Trormina,

Paterno {toelf is reported already
threatened by British troops, and
the entire Messina-Catania coastal
road is vulnerable to aerlal and
ioa bombardment.

POWERFUL PINCERS

The American  and  Canadinn
troopa had  thrown a  powerful
pincers upon the town by advanc-
Ing from Caltanissetta, taken by
the U. §. Seventh Army unlts, and
from Plazza Armerina, which fell
ta the Canadians,

Enna Is 3¢ miles north of Gela,
and lies 30 miles below the north
coast of qlcll\ It 13 some 45 mlies
west of Catan!

At Catanla, Gcn Sir Befnard L.

See ENNA 18 on page 2

Japs Say Big
Dock Floated

By ASSOCIATED PRESS
A Domel dispatch from Shang-
hal, broadeasy by the Tekyo Tsdio
and recorded sociated
Press, said todw lhﬂt Japaneae
naval salvaging experts have suc-
ceeded in TALING the ;(mz Gcom
VI floating dock, sald 3
world's largest, in shgapore har-

“Terming it “onc of the grestest
salvaging feats in history,” Domel
sald the glant dock was ratied ln
three months from the e wetk
was undertaken Jast May.

ek, which cagid moomiR:

e
~ Italians complained against thelr

Half Of

llied F

By RELMAN MORIN
ALLIED HEADQUARTERS IN NORTH AFRICA:
(AP)—American and Canadian troops have seized Enm
defense prop of all central Sicily—cutting off large:nid
bers of Axis forces and foicing a general withdrawsl
resistance on the island weakened hourly almost ts.

To the east, British Eighth Army units hammered
the doors of Catania—last Bastion protecting the . én
east coast—shattering another Nazi counter-attact
heavy casualties and advancing on the seaport, it was

Ttalians Ann;buﬁce
That Town ‘Ev;'et:

of Stelly tn & erilcalph
Enna's losa to herd
American  and “Cansdlan
cuts Axis divislens in the
ern part of the fsland frown
contact with the German defs

of Catana on tho east coesd aiu
leaves the way open for possiils
qnlck collapse of all m&mm
in the west central sress.

RAID ON AUGUSTA

satd that. Axia planes repest
attacked tho Allled-held port
Augusta on the enst coas

Tha Itallans dech.md thas
Allled tanks had boen -

and “zeveral hundred™ otliesa

aged hotween July 10 and % B2
ndded that the number wey
addition to those lost by the
during landing operations,
Naples, Italy's  largest
Reggio Calabria, on the fee
the matnland, and points tn
dinin_have have been ralded spdd
byal\lllcd bombers, the eommlm&%&g

The Ttallan announcement
that German had

rald on Malta,
“The capture of Caltenisscits’ £

nounced by Alliad  Heasiq
Mnud

Purported Papal -Lette
Deplores Rome Bosil
Fy ASSOCIATED PRE
e adio

Cardinal Marchett!-£al
vicar general for the
Rome. deploring Moundsy's &

Rome.

“orhe brondeast; tn :
recorded by the Asshalatadl
t gave & Val

1 tican
of the Italian: ngenef

authority for s
i

cerning such .a- lghir
fmmediately frony &

i lnllé:ngla'la g 1858 anie s!svg;
in secllons to .Slngassre: dus
the following Sear. Ity hzs

dou in Bingapoer
tald, was intemfed 1o sk lag

ot Writatn'd "‘Gébﬂu of i
East. :

aate shins up fo BOSSH, oas was)



