Nazis Seek
'E‘@ Exg&mﬁ

Locked In Series
Of Bitter Battles

By WILLIAM McGAFFIN

MOSCOW — (AP Ger-
man and Russian troops re-
mained locked in a series of;
bitter battles last night on the
Belgorod front as attacking
Nazi forces fought frantically
to expand the slim wedge
which they had driven into
the Red Army lines two days

ago.

Dispatchies from the front said
today that In the past 24 hours
tome posltions In the sector at
the foot of the 200-mile Belgorod~
Kursk - Orel bulge had changed
hands several times in the course
of heavy fighting. 1In zoms sec-
tors, the Russlans. zald, soparaie
Red  Army  defachments  were
forced to withdraw cnly to launch
vigorous counter-attacks on the
arrival of fresh reserves,

The atlacking Germans wers
pasing for thelr lateat frensled
eficrt with tho zame recklesa
expeaditars of abmored strength
and manpawer 5 In pest mae
Jer offenstves, the Russlans
eak

Siatienary fsnks dog . fale
the Russlan plains and eamou-
flaged Inta  perfect  nmbush
wero reported to have hnocked
eut 40 German tanks, Include
Ing clgblesn of tho new E3-ton
Tigera In oo cector sz Ficld

NSRS
Gen. Eisenhower's Allied forces struck teday. at.the Itahan island of Sicily in
what was generally conceded to be the first step itr “the “Invasion of continental

Europe. Si¢

is enly two miles from the Italian mainland &t the narrowest point.

Strong Sea
& Air Units
Assist- In

Big Attack

Initial Details
Givendn Berlin
LONDON —(AP)— Mili-

tary circles in Berlin present-
ed initial details of the Al
lied invasion of Slieily to the
German people ai noon today
in & broadeast which said the
oyemtiun was launched with

“considerable forces” and
that it began with “the sup-
port of strong faval and air
force formations..”

By now Aliied forces have landed |,
in the southeastern part of Steily,
spid the broadeast, recorded by the
Assoclated Press. It added that
fighting was proceeding but sald it
coul mot be stated whether ot-
empls to land af other points on

|the tsland had beem mad

gﬁa‘@y Aiy
Blows Struek

American Liberators
Hurled At Sicily

CAIRO—(#—8lyiking at Bleily
and Crete In waves nearly 100
strong, Ameriean Liberator bomb-
ers yeaterday smashed the general
and “perve conter

Marebal Von Hluge
pushed Bla all-enl assault” bu-
to lts cluth cay.

The Red Army reverned usunl
battlo tacties to smash back the
Iatest German aftacks, converting
fta nrmored  divislons  into k.
Hke atrong pointa snd hitchlng ll.!
artilery to moblle conveyera so
that 1t pould be speeded from
point to point when the German
columns  threatened, Soviet  dia-
patchea matd,
AMBUSEH CREATED B
- The Russtan “flre bag™ tech-
niguo—nothing more than an am-
bush which haa trapped advancing
Nazt tank columns — wes 5
have been extremely successful on
the defense, At ono polat
ambush wan created to head off A
German  flanking movement and

. twenty Hacl tanks were set afire
in the first few minutes after they
plunged into the bag,

The' Russans sald that every-
where nlong the front the battle
was conlinuing on a large scale.
They sald the Germans had been
rebutfed as firmly s on tha flrst
day, but declared the Nnzix were
ptessing the attacks whth “crasy
stubborneas.” Russlan  de-
fense was fald to be charmcterized
by “high m:ﬂvl!y and maneuver-
abillty,”

of Axis Blellian  defense forcea™
at Taormina {n & mighty pre-ln-
vasion blow, a U. 8. communiqua
safd today,

In upuaual description of bomb
havoe, Lhe bullstln from e U, 8,
Ninth Alrforca declared that the
target ares in Taormina on the
East Coast of Giclly was “reduced
to rubble and left In zmoke and
flame.”

“The Ban Domenico tleted
in which the general headguare
ters wan housed and the gen-
eral pest offica in whicth were
concentrated  all  telephene,
telegraph and other comsaunle
t;\llonn fuclll(hn an chr-
plate) a con-

FR Foresees Fnd
Of Nazi Empire

Calls Attack qn Sicily “The Begin-
mnw of The End” of Hitler’s Em‘op

“’ASIIII\GT()N — (AP)

siders the Allied invasion of Sicily as virtually “the be-|ou
of Uitler's Burope, the White House A

ginning of the end”
diaclosed today,

The Chief Exccutive expressed
s reaction to the inveslon ot
a formal dinmer at ihe White
House last night for  CGeneral
Henr! Giraud,  He predicted con
fidently the llberation of Frauce,
reterring to it i n manner which
sugreated the posstbfiity that mili-
tary operations dealgned to drlve
the encmy from French soll will
develop  eventually from  Bogland
an well ps Slelly,

FOINTS TO PARIE

Teneral Glraud, satd the Presk]
dent, “can reat ansured that the
ulthnate objective—wa will do it
nad in the beat way—is to Mberate
the people of Fronce, nol merely
thoze in the southern part of
Prance but the people in northern

tcn(mucn ol dln:cl hlt:

“Wreckage and  debrly  were
thrown high In the alr and huge
{ires broke out. Bursts were olso
seen on Tallway tracks”

VERY BUSY DAY

Tn the bustest day they have
hed, the Liberators bared in the
Middle East rained more than 250,-
060 pounds of high cxploalves on
the Comlso. eirdrome In Sicily, and
plto_ visited the Maltme alrdrome
n Crete. -

Olmud 11 French commander in
Nur(l\ Africa.
resident  Reosevelt strongly in-
dlclwcd that the major moves had
been well plabned, for he- con-
thnued:

“And In this whole opera-
ton, 1 should say vightly that
in the chormous planning we
hove .had the compltle co-
“operation of French milllary
and navat forces, In  North

See FR HEES on page 9

What Sieily Fae
P@ﬁmps 450,000 Men And 2,000
Planes Thrown Into Struggle

By LEWIS HAWKING
LONDON-—-(@}—Gen. Dwight D.
Eisenhower has thrown nto the
invastoh. of Slclly a  formideble
foree_evenly divided between bate
tla-trled  Amerlcah  and  British
units with & hard-hitting Cana-
dfan forcs moved in since the
Battle of North Africa ended.
_ Thers were no Allled estimates
o the pumbers  bub ndon
sources estimated the Axls forcts
on Slaily as totalllug up to 400,000

men,
Beclin reports recelved via Swhia.
¢land gauged Allled strength la
‘the Mﬂdlwl‘ranaan s Including A.-
0 of them In the

‘s ‘ponntd-

gmmed fleet,” and &6

infantry dlvlﬁlom snd fifteen to
twenty armored divistona,
OTHER FORCES

In addition; these reports sald,
there were parac§ute troops of
two alr divistons, smaller armored
groups, and two Pollsh and. ase
sorted Czech, Yugoslav and Greck
units,

Berlln, according to theae ade
vices, belleved the Aliles would use
helf of thelr available troops . for
fnvazlon whils “the othera muat be
lefy for strong eccupation forces In
North Africa and the near eaat!

Thua it haif the Allled forcey
the Nazlas sald lkny-cﬂn:ldemd
nvallabld  wow wera in use
agalast Slclly, at lu.u( 39 divls
chone—involving perhaps 489~

£20 men—-have been thrown In-

to ths Invaston, togother with

2080 planes and heavy naval

supperi,

‘There was no officlal comment
here but the following are among
the Impressions emetging from a
round of talks with military men
in London:

Thers 18 no Inttication of strong

of CGerman  lang
forcea in 8lelly mand the Nazls may
not make any great fight zhort of
northern Italy, However, tho Ital-
fapa are in and southern
Ialy In considerable strength and | &
may fight hard

The tnyaston started o a schod-

Bee PERMAPS 450,000 on poge B

i .

< President Roosevelt con-

“The tnhvaston forcss were Imme-
dlnuly engaged in heavy fighling
which proved extraordinarily cost~
Iy for them,” one Berlin broadeast

sald, quoting a dispatch of the In-
ternatlonal  Information  Burcau,
German propaganda agency. “The
parachutlsts ~ were  encircled  and
rendered harmiess.

“Coastal batterics and Axis bom
ern sank a number of landlns
iransport menned with troops and
inden with materinl. Thirty-three
cnemy alrcraft so far have been
brought down In merlnl combats,

nemy parachutists who  batled
ou Jdurlng the dawn were wiped

'X‘Ilr (‘nrrmnn Migh Command {t-
sald m

Italians Say
Fight Flares

Asserts Action Al
Along Sicily Coast

By ASSOCIATED FRESS

The Mallan High Command an-

nounced todny that fightlng was
i progresa “mlong the routhcaat-
ern corst of Siclly” na the Axis
defendern engaged Allied Invaslon
forces apearheaded by parachut-
Irts and strong alr and sea for-
matlons,

The High Command com-
munigue, broadeast from Rome,
was recorded by the Associated
Press.

“Fighting s In progrens
along the coantal southern
and enstern atrip” the com-
munigue sald,

The
mary:

“Tne enemy sterted last night,
with sipport of strong alr and
sen formnations, and with dropping
of parachutist units, the attacks)
ngainat Italy. '

AXIS couﬂmn-n’rncxmu

“Axis armed forces are decisive~
iy counter-nttacking the enemy’s

action, Fighting {5 !n  progress
lonn tho coas southern  nnd
eastern ntrip.’

“In the course of valds carrled
out yesterday over inhabited lo-
calities of Sleily, Qerman and
Ttallan  anti-alveraft  defenses de-
stroyed 23 enemy planes; fifteen
of them over Porto Empedotle..
Elevon more were shot down by
Germnn fightera.”

text of the chemy sum-

Warships Afgaixi
Bombard Kiska

WASHINGTON. --{)— For tho
secand thme in three days, the Navy
reported today, American surface
whits have hombarded Japanere pa-
sitlond on Kiska Island in the
Alsutians,

raere-
y: "Oll l!\e night of Jul)‘ 2, the
enemy with the support of strong
naval and alr forces began an at.
tack on Bielly. Tho enemy Imm
dlntely encountered strong defen:

Hes USE STRONG on page §

Henweasionn
Riginligits

Glider-Borne Troops

avad Being Used

LONDON- (732 Reuters dir-
pateh  from  Washington said
today that “all indications here
suppord the Beltef that Gen.
Elscnhower la making the first
extenaive we of glider-borne
troops fo overrome bitter re-
sistance tn Sicity.”

It added that Allied invad-
ers tanded on at least three
arens of the Siclllan coast, as
hnd been (ndieated by various
Axis broadeasts.

Attack on Sicily
Announced by Berlin

LONDON.—#—The German
overseas mdio annouticed
mornlng’s_ Allled  Invaslon  of
Slelly at_1:30 A. M. t1:30 A.
M, New York Time)

The Naz! broadeaster, heard
by the Minlstry of lnhrma-
tion, satd:

“It has just been e(ﬂchll]

Sce HIGHLIGHTS on page 9

Grandest Amphibian Operation in History Ma(le
Ameriea’s Eisenhower Directing Attack

By DANIEL DeLUCE

ALLIED HEADQUARTERS IN NORTH AFRICA--(AD)

The armies of Gen. Dwight D Eisenhower — American

o
i

and Canadian — beat and cut atf: the Germans and Iali
night across the ancient plains of Sicily, plunging forwatd
cover of screaming air squadrons and with great British and

warships, at their flank, in the first campaign of

Europe.

the Battle

They landed in the early hours before the d&wn

what is politically and actually ita]y itself —

amphibious attack in

history, springing from shallo_

had been cast out from the convoys lying just o
gling with heavy packs.up the harsh and rocky
fighting then through the sharp and bl

barbed wire and guit pits foward the inland ob;

Among the first of ‘these objectives were Sicly
airfieldd — bases for the Nazis, as well as the Italxaif
throat of the, Mediferranean.

It was an operation in many respects without pre
all the story of martial men — an operatiom of many a
blue and varied banner; covered over by airmen from:
part of the Engllsh—speakmg world, carried forward -under
thin, proud and glistening guns of English and Ameriéan
of the fleet, thrust home by dogged and sweating infan¥y 3
shajled here from across half the circle of the werld.

General Eisenhower sent them forward —
liberation now assaulting the corrider to what the Naziy
“the Fortress of Europe” — after immense and defailed play

rect mention of the great assault, telling instead of the '
attacks on Sicilian airdromes and othér points im the Il
arc of defense, one of which bashed what was called by the
operating Cairo Headquarters the very “nerve cemter:of A
Sicilian defense forces” at Taormima. There, at g point o
Messina Strait separating Sicily frem the Italian mainland
band of water in some places no more than twe miles wide, &:
military headgquarters was blasted to splinters and the w
the target area torn apart dnd left in fire and smoke,

In the last series of air attacks before the ultimat@’°
fell upon Sicily itself, twenty Axis planes.went down in
while eleven Allied craft were being lost.

Tonight, exquisite suspense, and
the sense that destiny was un-
hunp over this headquar-
ters. Gen, Eisenhower, wha has
well along {n his plans ever before
the completion of his Tunisian tri-
umph on June 10, had realized
that’ amphiblous assault was one of
the hard, tremendous gambles of
all warfare~but in this case the
weather was altied with him.
His disclosure that the great At

Ses ALLIES PUSH en page 8

Y g
“ACCORDING TO PLAN"
LONDON — () — A radio

LONDON—(1—The Invasten
of Kurops now under way
through Stelly should wot be
cdcd as “the only landing,
Tor oven an the Tanding” plane
the Ales, & Peitish

be nccompn&ed
nt by co-erdinal
:laewhm slong the

st aay me-

s
strengthened by Gen. Dwi:m

He atso warned that “hard
snd prolenged fighting must .
Be expected” against the -
tand's total defenso forces, ci-
timated at 409,629,

Deployment | of the  Allled
striking power aleng tho wup- .
per const of Nerth Alrica sug-
goatsd & atrong posalbility that

the assaulh en Blelly right

s
hls porsonal

cast to Euvrepe that the “Eai-
tle of Europe” bad . mow: e

gun,
The tetal steeny
AlUEE forces in

oalar Broad-
casts reperted 84 m:mu—: ey
slons, fremy fiftesa fr R

Broad Hint Given In London That
Other Operations Are Img}endmg




