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. WASHINGTON

‘OWEVER the confusion that has arisen in North: Africa
over the person of M. Peyrouton may be - zolved, there
are lessons to be drawn from it. It was not difficult to fore-

rise to differences. Though

A unique enthitslasm surrounds his

fortunate for us were this not so0. No other French leader

has_stood firm from the beginning for the deliverance

of France; none other hes had the opportunity to reach

the people for three full years. .

Had he falled fo establish a popular following, it
would have been sad proof of the degencration in defeat
of the French natlon. General de Gaulle has the advant-
age of having been right before the war, during. the
war. and afier the war, He has drawn the political con-
sequences of military observations, These facts .give his
person autherity,

That he s & stubborn and obstinate man; that he la not
surrounded altogether with the wisest advisers; that the
Free French movement is shot through' with dissension—
these are also facts. Yet, as far as personal B¢

There
integrity ol
that

standpoint

‘sround a frusted Jeader' and:a:cloariset

General de Gaulle -may have
but he has no sdvisers: who fliried : Fasclsm:: 16" {a beside
the potnt to say that Mr. X g
Bo for that matter, I8 Mussolinl This {8 niot s 'war:in bes
half of goo’.c'i administrators, hl‘:t

e

1h

senting : diverse , viewpolnta ‘croates
tlon  of ‘such a  committee

1800 “choice ; to" ba ‘made between'
! Giraud and de Gaulle.:No one:
he spent the . yesrs (when: de :Gaulle” was:: In

1 rhich - him

choloes, unt
of principle.

a8 nable s

: {purity and
“can- ‘accuss: Giraud .
obilising

Bleo 8

France, In prison, -escape  from: wi 5
national hero. Yet it is also true, that. however advised, Gen-
eral Giraud made unfortunate ortunate : from the

e Phiion
some  incompetent ® advisers,

1 behalf ‘of

o
General de Gaulle s not unique in thelr posses- n asking

Great Unknown

Pacific Myateries Unansicered
_4i Great Battles Loom Ahead

There ‘is a double mystery hanging
r the great Pacific battle zones this
lorith: Now that Attu has been cleaned
\ip; thers 1s the probability that fighting
the Japs, wherever we meet them in the
fatire, will be like battling groundhogs,
diig:Into_the earth. And the lull is
Bomething is certainly brew-

fighting on Attu

use it seems that

tre’ titture 'struggle -against Japan wil

onié against men who burrow them-

vés 0, and  drag’ in - their weapons

1 them. Almost im-

& to:alr action, the Japs on rocky

ttii had to be footed out by infantry,

4} the bayotiet playing  a . prominent

{ole; The tenatity of the enemy, cling-

& to his nests:in’ the cold ‘rocks, sur-

o5 anythlig yet reported: from: Eu-

* There 'was only:one’ encouraging

actor. . The Jap' soldier ‘did not -make

? teliigent: use /6¢ his” position: that
might have.

for, thelull," that ;12 perplexing.

“well" tinider ; way, and : Guadal-

“gafely’in’ our hands by :the

of March;: cleaned ‘up’ifor : more

. 1t'was in'early Spring that Aus:

shiiddéred  with the ' prospect of

vasion’ from the ‘string’ of :out-

'fha aspects -of the

y strength’ in aur-

‘Yaps, followingthe

tegy; aug In,  went

the defensi ince: thien, nothing.
Te 568" possible’ double’ answer
able mystery. :

posaible that ar Altied blow of
‘proportiony’ s i’ the makirig,’and

Al stréngthi /157 belng’ husbanded

that blow:: Tt 15" also possible: that
ere: Hias been major action ini the Pa~
{fic; and that we:have:suffered:more
v 10888 There ican’ be only sym-
‘for the makera of combined strat-
‘andoperations’ in: Washington,: for
‘the Pacific: tasks’ are’ huge,” especlally
en’ fitted ‘into  the Toverall [picture of
‘war. s But’ bécause ' the : high : com~
yeand: Kas i been ; something less i than
ompletely frank in the past in the mat--
ot our;own :losses, . it may be sus-
pected  that' unreported: doings have
taking:place’ on:the great Pacific.

Harassed
OWPs Enemies Atiack,
But Davis Is in Clear

Probably "t was inevitable that the
fice:of War Information shouid be
ttacked A3 a propaganda agency. For
‘one teason, because it is the appointive
ereatiire of the party in power, and as
giich it is natural—if not fair—game for

& opposition. For another reason, be-
‘cause .the OWI has made mistakes
which have provided ammunition ' for

ial, ‘At other times he has stood bel-
gerently . behind releases that were
tinder “attack. X
“It:would be easy for Mr. Davis to
vold i such troublea. He could confine
his“Sutput to humdrum factual state-
ents, full of exhaustive and exhausting
tatistics ‘on war production and mili-
tary ‘activities. 3
‘Most ‘of his troubles have come from
two gctivitles that go beyond this pure

nor bulldozed Into discontinuing such

In ordinary times, newspapers could
and vould make such surveys for them-
sclves, and would keep the public in-
formed about what 5 being done. Unfor-
tunately, there are enough war sccrets
inveolved In most such subjects zo that
newspapermen cannot perform, fully
and satisfactorlly, thelr function as
watchdogs for the public.

Mr. Davis' staff has not proven an
acceptable substitute for freedom of the
press to pry into misfeasance and non-
feasance of governmental agencies. No
Government agency, responsible to the
same executive whose appointees have
been remiss, could be expected to swing
from:the boottops against bureaucratic
inefficiencies. g

Nevertheiess, . the " public knows . in-
finitely more about:the weak spots of
Government, because ‘the OWI .is doing
what it . can as:an agency:of public
enlightenment,::than ‘if the :office’ Hiad
avoided that. fleld. :

The O@ther Foot

Italy, Entertaining Bombers,
Can’t Stand This Kind of War

:Italy,” whose  ill-starred. leader. was
once pleading with:Hitler for:the "privic
‘lege" ot # sending  his bombers’ on' the
Lornidon’ Tun: with: the  Luftwafte, 18 ery=
Inig for ] het': 11£€, . Bhie Wil be ‘Answered
only: by the irain of ; bomba; uniil the

final: swift’ thrist “of | {nvasion comes,

The s homeland ‘will | lie in’ riis b

the’ Burimér ia véry old;/and iis peo
will‘beout of the war Enghshm
and: ATericana can't hear, someh

pléa’ that Ttallan’ cities are sacred, and
that thelr bombing amotiits to barbarily
“uwhereas: the bombing of ' Britl

iwoiyears ago was only a mild form of
s ,

No, the Itallan Boot ls o be glven
to tinderstand this war tirst hand, that
theiahoe st 6ften’ be made to fit on
theother:foot. With'thé African’ Em-
pirei’gone and  the people’ swarminig
North; out of ithe path of the relentiess
botibers and  the : coming : armies; 1taly.
is ‘saddened by this’ war. ‘It has more
:6lts’ 10 store. There Milist be only mrim
laughtet: In: the  control centera’ where
British “and ' American’ plaiies ars dis-
patched ‘onthe:fiights over:Italy; it'is
worth ‘a’good laugh:to héar thé Itallans’
beg, throwing" theméelveson * the:mercy
of .anenemy :who:was ‘given no mercy
In’the early days: e #

This:Italy has'learned:too much" from

;:the riotous of war
in' time - of jeasy triumphs §a not war.
The dogged, damnable days of hanging
on, of conserving strength, and trusting
in tomorrow is thé victorlous way of
war, Italy knows nothing of that, nor
does Germany, Now that the time for
defeat has come, she whimpera as Ger-
many is beginning to whimper. Before
the end, somewhere, she wil try to
drop out of the struggle, pleading inno-
cence of any evil intentlons. It Is our
hope she will be shown no mercy at all,
not until the bloody end.

Stade Guard

Indispensable Agency Needs
An Increase in Ite Membership

‘The North Carolina State Guard, com-
posed of men who are making real sac-
rifices to their communities {n order to
scrve with an agency for public pro-
tection, has made A frank appeal to
able-bodied men left at home by war.
This appeal should not go unanswered.
The Charlotte unit, having undergone
rigorous training, has admirably substi-
tuted for the departed National Guard,
but it has lost men to the service at
a rapid rate. It needs more men, im-
mediately.

As its officers point out, there is a
chance for service for almost all men
at home, and an opportunity for those
who will eventually enter the service,
soldiers may gain experi-

3 of prop-
ganda - for the benefit of ememy nml

ence in the State Guard which will be-
come to them once they enter

eirtral . In this the obj
as:been:to play up those facts that

emonstrate to neutrals that the far-
tay away from the Axis, the
ey will be about 1944 or 1845

‘based ipon: fact~finding surveys in con-
¢ :with : often . controversial mat-
the tubber situation, for cxample;
pertrmance of American warplanes;
eifig;: the tood production and
utioi breakdown.

the Army. Intenslve iraining in-many
phases of the milltary arts ls a con-
siderable offering to young men, but the
QGuard offers the opportunity also for
unexcelled service.

The former dities of the Natlonal
Ouard have been taken over by the
younger outfit, and at least for the
duration, the 8tate Guard wlll remain
on call for service, whenever called by
Governor Broughton, the commander-
in-chief. The Btate has, in the Guard,
an extremely valuable agency, operated
at low ¢ Its appeal for new mem-

slon. Mr. Churchill and Mr. Roosevelt are also stubborn and
obstinate men, and not everyone agrees that they have
the best possible advisers. All men of stature have the faults
of thelr virtues, Joan of Arc was an excessively unpleasant
and stiff-necked girl, heartlly disliked by the diplomatists
of her days.

armed forces,

1o sen : the
to be relieved -of
he has :done

open.

The Voice of Experience

"TAKE ATP -
TROM ME, SON,

SAVEIT)"

By Raymond Clapper -

—By Dorman Smith

England Is Stll Grim .

5 i LONDON
ON Tevisiting London after two ycars I am reminded
of :the proverb:that: the more things change the
more - they : remain’ the Jsame, - When: 1 . was here.in
the : Summer of : 1841, England 'was stili'shaken from
the i blitz,; People ;: had : stood - Up : through - the . most
" terrific: mass - punishment  that ever :had . been visited
on:any: popuiation over so:long a period.. And they
‘were dreading:the expected Tesumption of the blits a8
“soon ax’thelong Winter nighta returmed.

England was still standing alone, and asking
rrixlously whether America would come into the
war. Chirchill and Roosevelt were flnlshing their
Atlantic meeting as I Janded here, and I remember
a. scnse of letdown on thg pafi:of the . Britlsh
public when the Atlantle Charter was announced.
Hopes had uncensclously been rafsed, and when
only a plece of paper emerged from the meeting,
noblc as its language was, it left » sense of dis-
appolntment among a people in need of muscular
rather than inspirations! assistance,

London seems hardly changed from those days.
Buildings knocked down In the blitz are sull knocked
down. Rows of damaged houses stand vacant as they
did two years ago. There i§ no manpower nor mate-
rial to divert to reconmstruction. But there has been
no damage of consequence since then. The Nazls
have been sending over lsolated planes, and there
have been alerts ten nights running in London, which

offices I have

of 1941, as if I

friends just

been rather heavily hit in recent weeks. But on the
whole England has not felt German bombs on any
scale comparable to that of 1941, Antl-aircraft guns
ars bristling now whers there was nothing but
vacant space two years ago.
Ratlons are even lighter than iwo yrars ago.
In the fancy hotels the service and the silver-
ware are silll elegant, but- you don't ‘get very

island some,

can stlil get Jugged hare or plgcon you are
lucky. The tea is almost undrinksble, and the
coffee Is not much better. Milk has just been
ioosened up Lo round oul the diet—and high time,
because I have noticsd thst some of my (riends
seem drawn and pallid. Visitors Joss welght here.
The fare is certainly frugal by any standard, and
tor ons Just In from Bwedlsh smorgasbord ‘it
seems hardly encugh lo keep A sparrow up lo
normal welght,

One surprising thing s that in a dozen or so

visited there have been no changes

whatever elther in persannel or In the location of the
offices, Wazhington wouldn't belleve that possible,
ecause there they move out on you while you ars
at lunch, and every time you call you must make
the acquaintance of & new crew that has taken over
slnce the week before,

Here the war organization seems to be shaven
down and stable. Everyhody In the same groove as
two years ago. I walked into the Ministry of Infor-
matfon and picked up where I left off In the Summer

had been away only & week,

The big change here is the Americans, Thia
is & little Washington. American unlforms and
American clvilians are everywhere, You can
watk Into & hotel lobby or Into the nelghborheod
of the Amerlcan Embassy without seelng old

can't

in from the Siates, They have

brought along a Iot of planca slso, which makes
England quite a different place, and abont that 1
hops fo write later:sfter (raveling around ths

Although I have been hers only two days I
scnse a calm confidence in place of the anxlety of
iwo years years ago. It ls curfous, though, how the

. British are taking it in thelr atride, You hear no
boasting, and no dramatic language of the “dirty
hun” type: They seem ta be still going at it with

much food with It. It you sit down to dinner and quiet,

Abont The Enemy

No Comment Required

more cullure, mote beauty —

these our race must have or it

dies.”

Richard Tregaskis, American re-
porter in the South Paclfle, de-

From Yank, the Army Weekly

On the eve of a bombing raid
over Kiska & group of AAF fllers
were addressed by their CQ. “Men."
he said, “tomorrow’s job Is one of
the toughest we've ever tackled. The
enemy has received reinforcements.
We are using older planes, There’s
& hell of a storm bréwing. We'll

Bible Thought

ever gets back alive,
Al 7 sharp. And if any one of
you is 30" seconds late dammlt, he
can't come with usi”

A Naxi blucprint of post war
Europe In the event of a Ger-
man victory, as described by
Robert Ley, leader of Hitler's
Labor Front: “A lower race

you help God by obeying him.
Just obey and trust God for re-
sults: He that keepeth the com-
mandment kcepth kis own soul.
~Prov. 19:16.

You may need some forglve-
needa Ieésa room, less clothing, ness yourseif and some patience
less food and less culture than from athers: Be kind to .one

her race. The German

Ve
another, tender Rearted, ]argv-
eannot live In the same fash- M as God

ing one anothér: even

You help ‘yourself more than

scribes & pow-wow that took place
recently between & Navy officer and

cannibal chief In that area. “1f
you see American soldiers come
down from the sky in parachutea”
aald the officer, "please do not eat
them. They are here to protect
you from the Japs.” The chief re-
Plied: “No eat white man—too bit-
ter,

In a recent atticle In 1he Ber-
Mn weekly “Das Reich,” Propa-
gands Minisier Joe Goebbels
teard” Into Nasls who eritfelse
German workers for slesping
on their way to work in the
esrly morning. “Whal should
thens workess do to show. thelr
taith In the Fuchrer?” asks Joo.
“Should they shout at éach ata~
ton threo times Hefl?' After
all, what do you expect’ from
L =t hava hants kani un

the Hmits of s
secret that Giraud and . rot s, Tiod experte T
de Gaulle was the American. cholce, and thai Peyrouton

; freedom. . M.

post. assigned - to - the
his:country : his: first political
service. That resignation is -s.real:-step on‘the way to unity.
The lesson we have' to draw: trom ' the  situation in
North Africa is primary, It 5" to - know
our power. It i an

le ‘and nt”“
e ‘and : puppe!

ught s, éah: only
turns: the peoples

be -maintained by force, which - Insvitabl
agatnst It g : ‘
o

Silly ﬂepbrters? '

" DeGaulle’s Nature

By Saimuel Grafton :

NEW YORX©

I STILL have the feeling that General de Gaulle's supposed : dirogarice
haz been ridiculously over-emphasized in the:- Ameriean: press.. Our
reporters sometimes seem (o be. 50 many Emily Posts, more concerned
about the General’s manners than about his politics,
o De Gaulle i3 just as poiite fo Giraud as Hamiiten and Jefferson
were in thelr tussles mith each other, If we were to- recail the
bitter angers of our ewn founding fathers, the alulant nolses which
marked our own constitution debates, we might be.a little . less
inclined to ask the French fo manage themsclives according . tlo
the etiquetie that governs les. For it ia & de-
bate that iz geing on in North Afrlea.
Certaln’ commentators ‘on the French business seem  deterinined
to prové themselves as bare of political understanding as an egg is of
whiskers. They wept for months that poor France was dead. Now that
ﬂ:d’ion’;}: 1o lite ;";?r:pem again, their verdict is that she talks 100
L ey wanl nce to be free. Ind
i ependent. resolute, mi;hty.y
Some form of de Gaulle-Giraud coalition is vital is
ot France. Bat It is child-like to assume that this mllﬂo‘nhedm
on de Gaulle's -porsonal regard for Giraud, er Giraud's personal
regard for de Gaulle, or thelr manners In dealing with each other,
er on » deliberate declsion not fa have hopes and ideas. It depends
o ‘L'nm.; need for each other. That fa strony, other bonds are w< 'k

It is their need for each other which has brought de Gaulle an
Giraud together, and through them, the liberal and ':onnmuve wlnpd
of French opinlon. In spite of all contrary impulses, they have been
brought forcibly together, by thelr problem, by Ritler, and even by us,
who acted as brokers for the conservative view in making this deal
Centripetal forces. sweeplng Frenchmen toward a common center,
l“ln\'e 1l:vl:l’r.:oi'rm the centrifugal forces which once pulled them sway
rom it. .

It degrades this mighty and meaningful drama to argue that ds
Gaulle could have speeded it up by dropping his opposition to such
ance-Vichyites as Peyrouton, Bergeret, Nogues. That is how one builds
a fake coalitlon, This one is not & fake. This one is real. B

1t Is de Gaulle who haz made n real coalition pessible, by forcing
the other side to come Into It on the baals of conceding the reality
of French democracy, making concesslons to it, sdepling its ainis,
punishitng (1a enemies. It would have been no cealitien had the
Fasclst structure in Northi Africa remalned Instact; that would .
have betn o mere of cenvenience, a mere mixture, a
mere arrangement. The contending partles would only have been
drawn up in a slightly dlfferent battle array.

But now, because of de Gaulle’s Insistence, something genulnely
new has been created; French political life has reached a higher level:
French conservstlsm is golng to try to get along without French
Fascism, That is new in France, That Is true coalition.

What & mouse's-eye view it {s. to suppose that the same resulta
would have been achieved, had de Osulle merely kept quiet about his
hostility to French Fasclsmi And to some of our observers in North
Africa, whose chief passion in life it is 1o persaude de Gaulle to keep
his mouth closed, It must be sald that they were not {riends of coalition
at all; they were merely in favor of a convenient and unprincipled
Ppilitical deal, which is quite a different thing. + v

For e coalition does not merely by-pass quarrels, so that »
doleful equilibrium can be established, True coalition s dynamic; ft
profoundly alters the exiating situation, It is not a mere amelloration.
It is & creative act. It releases new energiés which did not even exist
before. This cannot be done by mere surrender. You cannot have &
resultant of forces on the basts of a demand that some of the forces 4
involved keep qulet, or ga home, or dry up and blow away. 3 1

Visitin’ Around
oh, Wéll Its Toa " :
Hot To Worry
iNorth Wllkesboro -Hustler)

Last Wednesday way the [irst closing afternoon of atores in N.
Wilkesboro, 1t was about 1 P. M. before clerks were entirely gone. A
few remained to do one and another needed arranging of gooda In
clothing stores; or shifting of perlshable foods to refrigeratora Other-
wlse B Streel appeared Jittle though more active than Bunday.

Side Glances
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'The" city kid's ' homesick, all righ
spunky——said he'd work fourteen hours:K

L by
day on this
backwoods farm if it would help wipe otit:thoss Jas



