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EPORTS from numerous sources inside Germany
agree  that  Hitler's” Tailire to'; taki
atter bomstful promitaes, damsged | his | préstige  cone
{2 slderably, and I for  the /first - time
brought open’ doubts ™ from i the
People on the’ Fuehrer's infslitbil-
fty.
T deteat st Stalingrad shook the
{German. publfc to a-limited -degree,
it must’ follow " that i'loss . of Tunis
and Blezrte is reactingmost un-»
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m goes the New Order with its tall®

Invincible above all:in
peue “its soldiers have qun.

ulpped ‘Yo make a fight
d.;When'the ;mnt test

‘ade his tigtce charges
Enrope. and has‘con-
h'q great’ maneuvers

orial’ soldier. He is the

: onu prlsoner of.war,

e signs of  coming invnslon are
it again; and growing by the day.
‘tbc suddencollapse of the Axis

advise

= ThesTek;

fusion. Al - men . In: both “camps . now
know that ‘the: thrusts cannot be:long
in'coming,” and both sides prepare with
all'the ‘energies at thelr command.

The Fssue
Judge Aiins To Make Toicn'
Neic Name One; We're for Him

‘ 80 far ‘as’ we're  concerned:ithough

- wersuspectithe: public;view  will‘be dif-
terént) sJudge Walter Siler:has picked s

plattorm’; for his: threatened  race ;for
Sécrétary ©of  State i that . is: wéllinlgh

pérfect. He's against changing:thé-name
of Hemp; Moore County, to Robbins He's:

been fussing and joking about the switch

- in"monikers almost from’ the' flrst; and

now that:hé's busy about stinglng Thad
‘possible; hi

-s¢ of ‘that incldentin’a’ campaign.
i The Judge; properxy We' think. i chal- ¢

lenged the wisdom of changl
of ithie" little town 'so that:

A Laadmg (,urmurlgpon
For the City of charlotlc ‘we would
€

It745 not every day that'a cammunny
1€ siandered by &~ curmudgéon; and: the

factithat e 15 the foremost¥ofhis:itk -
Anithis country snould niot ‘peimit Barold
“Hite hasty, fli-advised

Tckes Lo goad
action. We'nieed ‘time for a reply.: Often
before have we mused upoii’this Harold
and often -used < him®: badly,
belaboring - him :in -print.... Pertinps - the
community 'was.-in .a_sense, even with
him before he cast the slur upon us.

He :has - spoken, for the- benefit of
those™:who' have not followed breath-
lessty ‘his words, of Charlotte as a “plous
community” which talks s good game
of war sacrifice, but spends Ita time
beefing about restrictions. That in an-
swer lo the Btinging questions . asked
by Coleman Roberts—all, we are as-

.sured, backed up by amazing facts. We

wani to warn the curmudgeon that,
however he delights In exhibiting his
keen wit at a press conference, he Is
Tnow arousing the lre of one of America’s
toughest by the- history

‘& great: price for hammering
fenses; In' preparation for the

pper writes thit:the Germnns
attacks ir

book, Hereabouts, we've dealt with
tyrants and invaders, harsh critics and
low criminals. Taking on a récognized
curmudgeon will place no strain upon
the populace,

If H. The Ick really wanted to con-
tribute something to publle understand-
ing in the matter of ratloning con-
fusion, he might have attempted to an-
swer the complaints of Mr. Roberts (and
several Southern Governors!
tional basis. The Ick could
curmudgeon in him rose to the -sur-
face, he threw every consideration of
unity to the winds, and attacked fei-
low Americans. He who has often urged
understanding and. co-operation in the
fuel rationing program has abused us
with intolerance and a lost temper.

I Mr. Roberts' charges are true—
and he says he has new evidence
which makes an even stronger case—
then they.deserve an explanation. This
week'is no time for Harold Ickes to
try .and further develop his admirable

personality; now s the time for an an-
“'swer to the questions:

Is there a gas
surplus in the East, being shipped to
lighter-rationed states? Are gas com-

ipanies riding loads around, merely to
keep.up rates, and indulging in waste

for cusiall?

A mmrlcloul orasn-

AN genidne llncu ot mllucnl 10

must b withiin® 24’ Hours navigation’
to hold the hrldxehud—whlch in.
i

{-the- warrange—from-the
end 6f this ¥ear to the end of next year—which Is the
Jongest time anybody gives Germany.

There are many here with good contacts {n Ger-
many~people golng in and out ali the time, refugecs
escaping constantly from occupled areas, and under-
ground contact which. is continuous. So all shades
are refiected in what one hears here. Persons who
have recently come out Teport that people in Ger-
many no lenger cxpect Hitler 1o’ invade England but,
instead, are constantly speculating on where ‘the
Allfes will atrike,

German milllary people expect - Invasion of
thé continent mnd have worked on all possibili-
ties; Including .the Balkans, Norway, and Den-
mark, No paftieular grurbling . I8 reported
among the German people over fallure of their
air foree to retallate for Aliled bombings, because
they realire their alr force must be saved for
defense mgainst. Invasion. . There are supposed o
be several theusand planes held in Germany or
Poland, awalting tralnlhg to meet invasion lram
any directlon;

Persons - recently . inside Germnny Teport . that
Germln military experts -conslder the French™ and
Belgian coasts: the most :Hkely spots. They are pre-
pared for sutprise’ landings, and to hold for two or
three daya while s counter-attack is mobilized. - Res
parts from’ [nside Germany &re to the effect that, in
resisting- invasion;: Germany : will - count - hedvily : o0

used’ a3 pait’ ol 1L Rnd alne] ihe argumicnt. (8L
already ‘the: millliary  deadiock {3 oléarsithe  Russ
stan :and ; German’; armles  soon” wili’ have  been'

“ fighting two Summers and two Winters wllhant S

annibilatlng ‘each’ other.

"THere afe;many reports of the Germans mount-
ing a new glant: offensive’in’ Rusais, bit thess’ are

being more and more discounted, . It'is now-believed

that any such.German’campaign’ would'be: weaker.
than the one last year.
mans that they cannotannihllate’the Russian’ainy,
which was their real aim -

Stalin: brought ‘$uch’: German  peace hum to

A end with-his May’ Day. speech;  piédging wat

until . the - uncarniditional & surrender :of : Hltlerite
Germany.. Thin " now : 1éaves | ihe  Hitler  Fegime
standing  béfore  ths  Geriian  poopte 88’ the obs
stacle o' peace,:; Hiller ‘called in” his at

It 1s obvious ;to the Ger-:

Sora,spes S ta Seaviot e ¥ BtG .8 PAT. 7.

‘1: made these sergeant: siripes; for Sonnya unifor
while:he’s:been ‘alesping=:l: thought it wotl
nice;;way; for:him t.o please his captaml"

1 e B ar Ahead

few weeks ago and gave thém & grim pleture. Ho
“nald defes{ wa ‘coriain uiless the occupled couni -
tries took most Arastlc Medsured, Along with Ger:
many, for H6rs men &hd more productlon,

Such are samples of informatlon out of Germany.
‘To me such reports: emphasize that Germany 1s on
the way down. that’the war is slowly bui’ Inevitably
turning our way.- But every judgment I get is thal
we -must -not - underestimate : the - fight " still - left - in
Germany,

Anybody Sinell Somethmg Burnlng

kA‘nyéIic ([nalily

Charles The Stulibhorn
By Samuel “Grdfton

NEW YORK
CANNOT “get “avér the feeling inab: In “6iir ‘dal«
linnce with Géneral Gifaud we- are’ buflding up

within - the'. future French government - somethlng
like _ provinclal::and Xea:lionnry Interest wh!ch
has- made “trouble - in . the  Polish
government-in-exlle. - The - words
provinclal and reactionary - apply
with at Jeast Illr accuracy  to
Girand, and with absalute accufacy’
Mo nis friends.

{ . No soltd fact has yet come out of

{nvention
which we made up out of our own
heads.

Mr. Drew Middieton reporis in the New York
Times that when twin recruiting stations were set
up in Uberated Tunisia, one for Giraud and the Gther
for de Gaulle, de Gaulle obtained 412 recruits on the
first day, snd Giraud drew four. Observers report
that the people of this section of Africa hardly know
the name of Giraud, the man whom they were sup-
posed to prefer so heartlly to de Gaulle that any
other was ived to be

Giraud's leutenants in Tunisla find it neces-
_hary to paste coples of his speeches on the walls
and to scatier leaflets in order ‘to spread his
tame “smong a popul which “siready ‘knaws
(he name, nnd the face, ahd every tone in the
volee of de Gaulle. T4 will be sald that such com-
parisons militate against attainment -of ‘unity
between these two French leaders. :But i ls
those wha created this problem . of ‘uilly by
creafing one of these leaders, who' take : refiige
behind that argiment. 1If they . had . stood in
bed, thers would problbly have | been': no ;auch
problem.

ndlaw to-
ward de Gauile, hot GLraitd. We thast Judie by’ facts.

=By - Dorman  Smith

How Long, Jailan?

By ALEXANDER' KIRALFY
In Predictions of 'l'hln[l to Come
ll’ Gcrmany can be’defeated by the end of 1843, then'l Would eatimate.’:
that we can beat the Japanese by 1846 Should:it:take:longer to -
overcome the Nazis. this date would have te be.set back.:though:not 1o
the same extent, for In the meantime. we shnll hlve been wearing ;the
Nipponese  down.

‘This- {orecast - presupposes - an - all-out Dllcnshe ‘on-the part: of-tha

Unlled States, thé British-Empire and China—but ‘an offensive wlu:out
the undue expenditure of human life. It contemplates a’drive

Burma end China-to Manchuria-and-Korea.~1t-foresces’ the expuls(on —

of the Japanese from .the mainland. and many . islands of southeastern™
Atla.  The Iatter operation:is.regarded .primarily, not:as a:ltherating::
of the conqucred reglons, but-as a means of openln; our sea:lanes w i
Chinese

“This estifeate s hised anly In part sn whal T would call "combat
time”  We face delays: caused.not only by :lengthy: life-laes  but
‘aha by mumerots geosraphle. abstacten. . In.this part of the world
the arrangement of the waterways, the nature ot landing;besches
and pe-forth all favared an attack from’ the north—and that is:the
Qirection - from .which . the . Japanese . came. - Our ' offenaive . must
generally follow ; the .Feverse . and . hence -Jena - [avorable - dircetion
of advance.; It could ‘simost be sald.ihat’the ‘Japanese aggression
was rapid ; because .. they . were . tlguratively . running . dowrnatalrs,
whereas our_moves will have te be of an “up-slairs” nature,

Furthermore, bésldes "jumpiiig” our ‘alrields,” the -Japanese invaded

By the end of 1943, Tokyo will have hiad two years In.which ta “d
In.; Japan has:been’ Intrenchipg hersell in - China 1or ‘ovey -flve

and [n Indo-Chinaiainte 1940,  This enemy Has:Nad Toccasion ta; feal
the welght of our blows ‘and.is"undoubtediv tanking -such’ dispoiions
as he hopes wili soften the impact of our future poundlrgs.

Then again, once Germany .15 "ost ;of - the -war-pictuic, our  High
Command can ibink primarily of lives and ships, and last of the new
vial time . element. In 194142 “Japan :lurled her . men,- siips - and
‘planes into’batlle regardless of loss. because she . had.a- time-table. to
meet. Even now she [s expending llvés and treasure in'a’'mad scramble
to beat the ticking clock of retiibutlon. . Our time-table . would - be
elastic,

Befare considering “the “various fronta “en which ‘we ‘shall ‘ineet
Japanese . large-scate fighting,. it . may . be . well - to . ponder : the
Mgnilicance - of this ..enemy's - Armamenis. .. The. . first Fliem - that
comes to_mind s - Takye's ‘mercantile : marlic—i(s . sealgolng ‘me-
chanized . equipment. The :theory has - galned -ground .that .the ‘rato
at which’we are sending Nippen's freighters to the” bottom guar-
antees to end the war in short erder, - 1f ihis should:eccur, g n
1843 or 1944, then “there would be no ressen-to go any further.

According  to-seme “estiniates of (the ‘trcnxlh of Tokyo'r 1n:lghlcr
ficets and the losses they have sulfered, the T in the Paciic-would -
be over today...Yet:we find.the Japanese nendmg fresh  atringa of
ships—arid 'big ‘ones at that. into the Ironl lines. . It would be unwize
o consider : the ; Japanese . ignorant and stupid. . The - flerceness -with
which our fighting  men ‘have hnd o slmulc with Lhcm Ll proof to
the contrary.

Based on my ‘calctlntions,” Tokyo began ‘the war with' four million
“{otis- of -shipping -&vallable . for war . purposes.;, During :the. first year of
hostilittes - Japan :lostabout “a . mlilion . tons to our slrmen and &ib-

muke  for ‘London, ‘not. “Afrlc; Tt s Giraud, not'de
Gaulle, who backs away frem slahdlig on the same
platform with . the :other ; man -n - the  larger ‘citiea
of North Africa;;before aliithe people, and who' pro-
poses a- meeting - in " a " Kinall, qulet - place,

I the Gopular base of ‘de’ Gaulle's  posilion’ly
s bread in:metropolitan’ France. North “Afrlea’ s
notorlousty : France's  oulpoit - of  anll-democralle
sentiments. 1t was the ‘placc to which antl-demo-
crats ‘went for yeats, to:také’a’kind of ‘Vacatlon
ftrom” frecdom. S0 17 suggest,’ slimply,’ that the
‘Ameriean popular view of de Gaulle'has: perhiips
been distorted by tie appeais to him lo be niimble;”
and that the humblity fits?belfer on the ‘other
fool.

Giraud,” a brave and dashing ‘officer,’ captured
in two wars, was always:acceptable as’a’ military
leader for the Allied cause. . That is:the ’position
he wanted, - He has forever described himsell as by
preferpnce Hon-political. . But - now . the ' handkerchief

+, §s pulled aside by those who made him,’and. behold,

he Is in palitics ds dE Gaulle never was, abolishing
laws, creating Jaws, enfranchising  some, disenfran-
chising others, making himself {he father and mother
of French cltlzenship, as.if he were, unhumbly. the
republic $taelf.

Few heve hisst be unlty between the twe, now
that there -are two,” but one :would Jike : to' ses
those who have made the probiéin make’ the con-
cessions, Ever In the backgrouid,’ thers:ia that
whispering danger thatiwhat’ we' have: dene’In
North Africa, Is not to: bulld ubity/’ it 1a” plant
the danger -of ultimate’ disuntty’squarely’ at’the
center of French- affairs.’; Oneé: thinks of :Sikerski
and hls unhappy” wranglen with hiaown geven-
ment, a government based oni ' mlrrll(e of ki~
possibles. 3

I wrlte this plcct for; & speclal reason.: We finve
Tor,inree years basked in’ e aiiflighi of de: GRulle's
“:dasblred ! stubborniness agalnst the i Germans: . Par-
Tiaps e RAa 16atied TthRt Bome  of [us “Ehall ‘be:

marines, - but hullt ab(:ur. NAlSthis quantity leaving “her with s~ net =
deficls- of - 500,000 Lo In:the case of vessels damaged dut not sunk,
what counts 1s:the number ‘continually In’ the hands of vepair crews. In
1he - final unalyal Lhesc are’ the - equivalent; of -actual sinkings.
servatively ;1. wo teckon’: this - nt 350,000 :tons, glving & final annual
loss . above new. bmldln‘ o 750,000 tons. O this ; basia:Japan could
hold out - until:1948.

We ‘hext: come : Lothe Ustrlelly “naval front
marlly :bullt 1o beat the ‘enemy -on: the: highseas, - With : adeqitate
‘alp ;support i ean attack :and ; defend :: ouliying : posltions. ‘This
was evidenced : by 7ouir ; invasion of : the’ Bolomons ' and the -defense
of : Midway - Island.:: Buti until | the ; Japanese - malnland : has - been
dealt shatiéring: biows fromr the alr,/and:until :Nippon’s armles have
been : badiy . batlered,: we ‘cannot ‘expect :1e: repoal the Solomens in-
vasion an-the shores ‘of :the:foe's:maln’ Idands. >

Wanext come’ To” the | Japaicse  KIr force.:’ Our qualitative superls
orlly 11s an - established ; fact.: Whils : Tokyo - s - undoubtedly - deslgning
betler: types  of -planes:and: tralnitig its . alrmen : along : improved lines,
ve: should- Wave: no: fear ;of ; maintalning ; approximately - the-man-for-
Taan ; and - plane-for-plans - ascenadency  we' now ‘o “This  weapon .is

Bea ' power fa - pri-

‘Japan:for ten years or more:: Her strategle posltiorn -generally would ba
100 - strong. . According o : revised s estimates,: Nipponese alrcraft . pro-
duclion- may - be > 10-20.000 : planes:: per . year, - over. helf .of : them planes
going inta -front!line squadrona:

Last: biit < N6t - 1east ; we 7 shall :face ; an’;Iminense : Nipponese lrm)'
strongly ; intrenched : In : the “outer  islands and ‘malnland . regions. x
s an aimy . that . may ;rouster . 5,000,000 - men, - and ; one ; which opcnts«
relatively - close : 10 1ta “wn - sources . of “supply. any ‘of ; the :reglons
n-which 1t wili- have o {lght - favor  delaying : tactics which:cannot . he
s spectily defeated from'the air aa the normal: gperations; of European
nrniles, . We caught:a glimpse of these . tactles when: the i Japancse dug
i on.the Botomona’and: New: Guinea,: and :the manner; in iniwhich they
empioy - Inflitration : and~ -flanking ; moves ngainst i the : Britlsh . unita
facing -them . fn:the "Akyab  section of :Burma, However, a’ Jarge . por-
tion .of ; this” army . i5 - tled “down : i Manchurla with : a1 eve to. the
Soviet : Far - Eastern -Army, nnd many :divisions’ are eompelled to keep
on the ‘alert in- China.

fronts,
necessary :to: dlipose ef ‘the
By tiie end of {1948 " Geéneralissimo . Ghiang | Xai-Shek should re-

poaau}; his “southerh ; porta : from: Canton & to “Amoy. There : e ; would
heeL. oiir: eastern : piivcers : which  hind : worked : thelr . way : toward “him
from ' New' Guinea.:: 1f,:1n the meumlmc. ve had:been: able:to:improve
the - Burma: Road: Ifi ;" radical :manner, It "could: be: used by “Amotloast
and ;British:; expeditionary : forcea wnhmn Interferinig: With  the : flow.
of ;. supplies:: - together : with'/a - verltable! llood of Allied alr
¢ power - might : bring.; the ; Chinese : armisa to: Manchuria.:. The : use
‘south cmnese ports would further mssist, such & move.:
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