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* Continued Nazi Efforts To Keep

North Tunisien Initiative Seen

5 o

VICTORY!

arlotte, N.C:

Ten Warshxps Included in Toll; .
Triumph Costs Allies:Only 4 Planes
ALLIED HEADQUARTERS IN. AUSTRALIA—(AP)

—An _entire convoy of 22 Japanese ships, including ten
eruisers or-destroyers, has been virtually rnnihilated in the

Bismal

rck Sea and 15,000 Japanese wartiors bound for the

battlefields of ‘New Guinea have been wiped out “almost to
a man” by airmen of the South“eat Prcific: Command,  an

*- Allied communigque announce
proudly today. .
The . amazing victory, the bul-
sald, ~was achieved at the
cost of only thres Allied fighters
and one bomber, while 55 Japanese
planes protecting the ‘powerful -ar-
mada were shot outiof the fight
and many others damaged. Thirty-
three of the 55 were listed as cer-
mnl_v destroyed and 22 as “prob.
ables”,
Jar s:AMl:‘l DIE
* In ‘addition to-the 15,000 ground
troopa -kiiled “or drowned ‘in the
furious . Allled onslaught several
. thousand Japancse naval person-

War Undersecrela

nel probably lost thelr lives,
spokesman 2al

The daring and ‘persistent
two-day atrlal attack—one of
the great us-ship
battles of the war—'"completoly
dislocated™ the Japaness cam~
palgn, . the communique " sald,
It ebviously reduced the threat
ta_Australia.

‘W. have .achieved ‘& vh:wry of
such . complefeness - a - fo - assume
the proportions of l mu)or disaster
ta .the enemy,”

Nazi Bastion
Of Orel Is
Menaced By

Soviet Drive

Pursue Germans
From Rzhev

By EDDY GILMORE

MOSCOW — (AP) — The
Russians said the Red Army
continued today to :pursue
German forces which  fled
their defense citadel at Rzhev,
and . under ;appalling -weather
conditions:Soviet troops plow:
ed : forward iwest -and.north-
west of “Kursk : to heighten
their i menace: to  Orel,-: the
hinge:bastion between: the
centraliand southern fronts.

(The : Berlin': radio . yeported ; that
Russian:férees  had - made’ !
breaches”;in’the “Axis” positions an
the flanks of the fropt around Ofel;
300 mlles’ souath ‘ot Moscow.y
Besldés: eni Orel, oper-

Se¢ JAF CONVOY ‘o page’ 12

atlons tiorifivest ot Rurskl80
lles south of  that' ey polnted

loeal | :

: IS 'SCREEN. OF FIRE PRQTECTS ALGIERS: FROM. AXIS: PLANES’
fassed "Allied batteries of anti-aircraft weapons:cut a:protective: pattern of flying
“ateel ‘against 'Axisiplanes :attempting to “raid the
port of - Algiers;:French Algerla.

important - American - occupied

b spear, towlrd~Br)'lmk. ‘which:has{
0 :

ry Pauerson Re-

views Good Néws From Battlefront
WASH CTON—(AP)—Japanese Plans “for thecom-

ing campai
the smashing of: their 22-ship

i8°in‘the South Pacific’. have been’ distupted by

convoy in the Bismarck Sea

hy General:Mac¢Arthur'a airforces, ‘Undcrsecretary of War

Robert -P: Patterson said today.:

Australians

Give Cheers

House Applauds When|™f,

" Jap Disaster Reporicd
CANBERRA, Australla—#)--The
cuse

the past ‘week of the
wa¥, Patterson told hia press: con-
ference that continued good ‘news
from all fronts was-climaxed by
the - brililant -victory - that Jeft " all
22 enemy ships sunk or alnking
and 55 enemy alrerajt shol down
i s teo day, battle,

On other . fremt, -he ™ had these

;AR Tunisis:. cona
favorable with the
Axis thrust in central Tunisla re-
pelied and the Germen -command

tives broke into prolonged ctheerlng
today when Prime Minister John
Curtin’ read General MacArthur's
communique announcing the Fout
of & 22-ship ananese convoy en
route ‘to New Guine

On behalf of the Commonwnauh
Curtin expressed ride  in the
achievement of MacArthur's afr-
men and declared the Whr wullld
not be lost because of
ficlencles in the Allied llahung
forces or mck of sk} on Lhe part
of thelr len

The Prlml: memr said  that
never _before on so many fronts
had there been such cause as now
for confidence in the final out-
come,

By ASSOCIATED PRESS

“The. battle of the Bismarck Sea
in which the Japanese lost 22
ships sunk or left in a sinking
-condltion, apparently regresentsthe
greatest victory this wer of
. lnnd based pianes over surface ves-
el &n Assoclated Press tabula-

tion showed. |
One. of the closest comparable
actions was the destruction of the
.two Britlsh warshins, the Prince of
nnd Repulse— which  were

‘bunk off Malaya n 1941 by Jap-
anese planes.

over the vigor

of the Allled counter attacks,
Allled airmen have second strik-

ing successes.in the Mediterranean
with repeated attacks on - Axis
positions in Ttaly, Sicily, Sardinia
and Tunlsia,

BLOW AT AXIS PRIDE
Round - the - clock  bomblng  of
cnemy installations {n France and
Germany climaxed with the raid on
Berlin, hos been a hard blow to

Axls pride and prestige and une

doubtedly has damaged civilian
morale within Germany.
Stiffened erman has

wca( of Kursk:end 63 mllea :outh-
west “of tOrelit i
Konotop, one’ of the German

stronghelds Van'; the palh i te
Klev,: already’: 5. threatoned by
- Rusolan i advanco’ whlel: dar-
rled - wost of  Bamy, .70 : miles
~coutheast  of

“The - Russian noon communique
sald that:German : counier-attacks
and ‘attempts to .set up new . de-
fense lines - southwest of Rzhev
were being - smashed by  Soviet
troops, and that the Russlan ad-
vance continued with the capture
of eleven more towns.

2000 NAZL DEAD 7

"Rear Admiral Land ‘endorsed leg-
is)ation /deaigned ¥ to' eurb i absen-
feciem by réqiiiring T shipyard fore-
man: {o report 'to local ‘draft boards
thie namés of [Worker ‘absent with-
out FUTHIGIERT T Calse, ¥ With a view
¢ induction i bito © the

Hits festimate. that 100 cargo ves-
s6la’ could - be’ bullt L in the  Ume
urineceséarily : lost - dusing 'a  year
was ' based,” Lalid “told the  House
Naval - Commitiee, on R _survey
made during November and Decem-
ber of 1942 and January of this
year. o
MAN-HOURS LOBT ~

Man-h lost 1o . cach.of three

The Russlans declared that 2,000
German dead were countca after
Rehev fell.

Izvestla, the Government
newspaper, sald that veteran
Axia troops had been Neolding
the city and that several rings
of trenches, a sirong ryatem
of plilboxes and miles of wire
fences, diiches and les walla
ha@ been set up by the garri-
zon behind fortificd villages on
the approaches to the eity,

Stmultaneous assaull were
launched by the Russlnns from the
east. south and west, Izvestia sald,
to_recapture the city.

The newspaper asserted  that

slowed the *Russlan advanccs on
the central and southern fronts;
but nevertheless
retains the Inittative and s likely
10 be stopped only by the Spring
thaws and not by the force of
Axls arms,

In southern China the Japanese
have suffered severe losses  in
fighting which resulted In heavy
casualties on both sldes.

The victary over the “for-
midatle flotilta™ of Japanése
ships In the Blsmarck Sea,
Patterson sald, wan “an indica-
tion of what alreraft' con do,
and of the Increasingly fmport-

--ant part-—they are - gotngto

raflway Ve-
likie Luki, 150 mlles to the west,
would soon be resumed and that
by Spring the first ships would
begin ta operate on the Volga,
whieh - euta through the city and
Tuns to the Cesplan

weeka surveyed, he sald. ranged
from 2372000 in the week ended
Nov. 15, and 2,373,000 for the week
ended Dec. 15, to 2,389,000 for the
week ended Jan. 15,

Of the total time lost, Land sald,
84 per cent was ‘“unesplained,”
and “thal means 100 Liberty ships
per annum.”

Emphasizing that his remarks
were aimed mainly at absenteelsm
among ship workers of draft age,
Land sald "illegitimate absenwy
ism is & first cousin to slacker-
ism.”

or tight order wilil help
hie added.

‘A work
malcrmll)

ers had given “considerable co-
operation™ m curtailing  unneces-
sary absenteelsm,

Land ecstimated that about 40
per _cent of . the 1,000,000 smpymu
workers were of draft age.
same percentage, he said. pmbably
applied to the estimated 1.000.000

Relense School Kids

To Go Fishing Some?
ALBANY, N. Y. —®— A meat
shortage may have its advantages
believe young New York rod-and-
reel fans, casting a hopeful eye
ol the state leglslature.
Assemblyman  Elisha T. Barrett
has introduced & bili which would
veleasa -pupils -over.15-years. of.. age
from 30 days of school each year

Seo DECLARES on page 12

to do some commercinl flshing.

By WILLIAM R KING
BEJA,  Tunisla—(@—Britlsh  de-
{enders have withdrawn four miles
stronger positions before Sed-
Jenane in the face of Gorman at-
tacks from the northenst and south
againsl. defenses on the Tabargha-

E Matenr !

Observors expected continned: Ger-
lTl:‘t‘l efforts:lo. maintain the In-

Stories’ of - herofsm  ‘catite

theilast to fall iback to ‘new
poeitlons,

0. flesoribing ¢ ‘tha wmln, one
lobr S eald:

"It was lke n man crawling
through & hatrbrush. Sometimes It
was so thick all.we could do was
put our backs against the under-
brush and push our way through'

The German drive toward Sed»
Jenano- was the only remeining
serious ‘threat from nH the front
azspults :launched by mu Crermnns
in:Northern Tunisia
though active X!ghung sb.lll \% 5 l.n
progress: yesterday at Ksar Mezoun,
on tlie Mateur-Beja

dnva the Qer-

ern claw of & plneer slmed at Befa,
niong the Tabarka-Mateur Road. .-

German Infantry had attacked
Ksar Mezoua again Tuesday but the
heart scemed gone out of thelr
drive which had pierced down from
Slal Nelr last week n a grave
threat to Beja.

The attack began at dawn and
petered out by mid in the
face of determined British infan-
try and- continued pounding by
artillery. ©

Meanwhile, an additional threat

the
mans have used infantry and - tanks
Rgainst hard-pressed Britlsh troops
. holding sgeinst what iz the north-

farther north where Ger-
man préasure wes belng exerted

workers fn occupations
necessary to keep shipyards oper-
ating.
“Preventlve
gress” Land

medicine by Con-

tled, would

tlons from a Governmental agency
such ns the War Manpower Com-
misslon.

Land sald he believed leglslation
should provide that the cases of
draft-nge..men. guilty_.of..unreason-
able absentecism should be handled
by local boards, while those
men uot cliglle for the dratt Soutd
be handled by some Washingten
ageney, presumably the WMC,

In the latter cases. he explained,
& rorale boosting program might
by effectivo and might provide,
wmong other things, for posting
the names of habltual nbscn!t:a in
local post offices.

Westminster. Archbishop

Is fmproved Considerably
LONDON--(#—The Most Rev.
Arthur_Cardinal Hinsley had a
“yery good night snd hL‘ mprove-
ment was malntained,” s bulletin
on his condition satd tods
Cardinal, whp 15 Archbishop of
Westminster and primate of the
Roman Cathelic Church Iri Great
Britnain sulfered & severo heart
attack’ Saturday

Hooause ol his improvempat. it
whs sadd, dadly reports on his con-

8eo- NAZI EFTORT om page 1%
A

dition will be discontinued,

Land sald rnponslble lzbor lead-{-

Flying Fortresses
Attaclc Nazi City

&aylwht Raid on Hamm Made After
RAF Night:A

(AP —U S, Flyi

doclksiind  warehouses o

&1 the : German ‘¢ity “of ‘Hammi by daylight today

g Fortres:
otterdamiand’ freight? yards at

Axis Gain in North atAHeavy
Cost, Not Conmdered Serious
y WES GALLAGHER

ALLIED HEADQUARTERS IN NORTH AFRICA-

(AP)—Umted States patrols were'in-contact with
mans today three miles.from Faid:Pass;:the

point for Marshal Rommel's;

abortive: Febriary: off

:1and his surviving armored. units: were reported

the Mareth Line.area:to:the: south” ‘against’
threat. from the British: Eighth Army.
Allied airmen:turnéd their bombers a;

and fortifications: of the Mareth - Line-ares i

which also embraced attacks
OfGe he A
Tman and Itallan striick

anew st both ends g!wvbie Tu-
nislan front, seeking :to-delay. the
closing of the Aliled. plncer, and
field dl.spalthu said  the - British
r u y‘nunc was ‘foreed  back
four miles the Sedjenane ‘sector
of Northera Tunisla,
BRITISE COUNTEE-BLOW

However, authoritics  sald " the
Axls gain
cost of
failed to- threaten -Allied
serlously - and 3 thal ux
Isunched a . amall || ot
Snthammaolsun:’scupmmx-
;:Ia‘tzoz{ Beja, l town Fhichis:1t.

heavy -casuslties, ; that-: It
‘positions|
Britih

‘an off
upon six’ Tunisian'?

heavy RAF attack last nighten Hamburg in the round- the-

- trols  were bacl before Fald

clock air-offensive.

Officials ennounced that five of
the hevay bombers lailed to return.
but at least fourteen enemy plancs
were  destroyed. . Results = were
declared good, ‘desplte  adverse
weather conditions.

The Allied blows were disclosed
in the wake of two Nazl night
ralds upon London. The British
bombers failed to return from the
assault upon Hamburg and asso-
clated  forays ngainst other targets
in western Germany, which marked
the elghth successive nlght attack
on the continent,

Thls was the first  Amerlcan
ratd on Hamm. a six-way junctlon
polnt for the German rail network.

he German clty, howeser, has
been the target of 84 RAF ss-
saults, all ‘but two of them during

d

the dark days between June an

November, 1940, when the 1nvasion
threat hung over Brita
‘The  Rotterdam. rl\ld “was the
third by the U. 8. fliers and the
85th Allled blow" of the war there.
Other targets in western Ger-
many also were hit by the strong
RAF force and ten of the bombers
laﬂed m relurn it was announce:
ack on Hamburg, hca\ﬂ)
bsllcrcd slnce the beginning of the|

See U. 5. PLANES on page 12

Cities Asked To Work Out
Hours To Stagger Work

WASHINGTON —(™—Joseph B,
Eastman, Defense Transportation
Director, today asked all citfes of

British Subs
Blast Ships

7 Craft Sunk and 9

Others Damaged

LONDON —(#~ British submar-
rines in the Mediterranean has
destroyed seven enemy vessels and
damaged ninc others, the Admiralty
announced today.

One of the submarines, 1t sald,
surfaced in the Gult of Genoa near

the: Italian. Coast. and. fired .on ay..

shipbuilding yard, reporting that
she “scored several hits with high
explosive shells on two vessels RO
the docks.”

Another  submarine  operating
closu ln shore shelled a train on a

‘In “sdditton lo these tmo suc-
cessful_actlons* the  Admiralty
announced, “His Mruestys subma~
rines operating_against Axis supply
lines in the Mediterrancan have
dest‘roud seven more enemy ves-

sls.

“Ihse tncluded & large supply| 4
ship, & medium-sized supply ship,
two smoll supply ships, & mines
sweeper and two tugs.”

10000 or more
develop programs  for mggm-xnx
work howrs to Increase the poten-
tlal * servics of existing transit
vehictes.

Ea"mnn Wmle 1000 war (mm-
portatlon

Germans Executc

Two ‘Saboteurs’
LONDON—(M—TI\C executlon’ of

them to work with regional n(ﬂccs
of ODT's divislon of local trans-
to work out adequate pro~
These adminlstrators have
appointed by mayors to;
cO-! opcmtc with ODT,

director Teported the

rtment. planned to
qukra L5 cantractors 1o study v\orun
hours with a view to nd)uslmcnls
norder” 1o SLAIN grealer utiliza=
Kiun of mass transportation factl-

5.

tizens on charges
of sabotage, Tead mg illegal Com-
munist groups and distributing in-
citing pamphlets was announced
today by DNB, the German news
agency, In a  broadcast recorded
here by Ancta, the Netherlands
news agency.

e German broadeast sald the
men were Hendrik Molenkamp of
Utrecht and Pieter Franclscus Van
Kam of Delft. It reported that
they were sentenced to death by a

German court in the Hagus Feb, 2.

Pass, that ; Marshal
Remmel  was all
his gains at the center fa the | in-

terest of security o the wuu:.
followed an

the pearby tawn of Sidi Bﬂaid
had beem re-entered by U, 8.
forces witheut ' sppesition:
Col.-Gen.  Jurgén™ Von' ‘Amnim’s:
forces galned ground:in:the Sed-,
jenane area only ;at:the\expense
u! very heavy ctsaumm and ; “at-
tacks in other  were i all!
sucessfully mpulsed )y wd &' com-
munique from Allied Headquarters.
MARETH AREA"CLASH

same it . was - announced &

At the
that light armored forces .of . thel

Te,

infantry striking . cast -of Mmth

am anchor of . the fortified - line:
outh Tunish

bombed. . Yesterday :osr bonb-
© et attacked air: ficlds af

and  made ralds on
landing, mndl I uu bee-
arca, were ea -atl
the umu ltlleked partica-
carly amesg :sircraft’.ca. the
ground.”

Allied - miedius ' bonibers ‘attacked
Axis ground targets and fighters:
destroyed. a . number of
wehicies, the comm ue said.
‘mre Axis mircraft were npun
estroyed In air combat

mm Allied planes are missing.
Reconnaltssance patrols proceed-

Sce YANRE on page 12

Just Passing

On Through
CHICAGO — (B
stockyards, where cattle, hogs and
sheep predominate, had some une
usual animal - vistors yesterday—
but not for butchering.
Three camels and & small don
key wcre taken to the yards mere~
fed._The. grouy
were bclng taken lmm Now York

to - South Dakota, presumably . for Iy

show engagetnonts,

McNutt Says Local Boards Still
Under Orders Not To Take Fathers

WASHINGTON—(—Carrecting
an earlier statement, Chairman
Paul v, MCNult. 0( the ‘War Man-

power Comm oday sald local
draft boards arc slﬂl under orders
not to draft mea with dependent
children untll  they receive au-
thorization from National Belective
Service Headquarters.

press conference Monday

MeNutt sald he knew of no such
restriction on’ the local boards and
declared “quite a number” of fa-
thers of children were being taken.
ln o clarifying statemeny lasued
oday, MeNult sald. the only. men
“llh chitdren now belng Inducted

are thoss whose -depondency was

acﬂulmd after Dec. 1841, or at
& tme when draft selection was
imminent,

“Thess registrants
wivea and chlidren, or chil-
dren enly, with whom  they
malntaln a bena- fido | howe,
and who were married befere
Dec. 8, 1541, and at A time

having

the bana. fide - fanilly *relattonship]’

a5 long ax possible” to’the “extent
that ¢ - ia . practicable’ to: do this
and | stll . meet i the ; requirements
of ‘the ‘armed “zervices : for 10,600,
000 - nien < by - thia’ year s and e
supply the manpowsr niceds. of . war

when selectlon was nel lmml-
nent, may nel. be Inducl
through Seleclive Serviee until

chcm, nmc prll

wil
Chicago's

with' other : uepu
shoitld ; result in: the M

[s Now Leglula!or
TORONTO— (P = Mitchell
resigned ‘a3 &

urer, the portfollo he
or leuing the
Premier uordon Conant.
restgrinl

lhen is a dircel E
atlonal  Headquartors,”

Mc\ul(l statement sald.
regulations, have been -de-

" The
signed, McNutlt aaid,

Usted™
month: will ' have :30:days. to
fer to :esscntial: gﬂh’n& to:

|with the U, 8,
“to profecti;




