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By WES GALLAGHER

ALLIED HEADQUARTERS IN NORTH AFRICA
(AP)—A battle rivaling the struggle at Stalingrad

in bitterness a

nd intensity—with Field Marshal Erwin

Rommel and Col. Gen. Jurgen Von Arnim threatened
by the same fate as their Nazi counterparts in Russia

—appeared in

the offing today as the British Exghth

‘Army made exploratory stabs at Rommel's forces in
‘the Mareth Line.

This 15 the -tonclusion reached by some military observers in
tlose_touch with the African fighting. They agree that Rommela
fadturé to crlpple the Bighth Army In his week-end attacks wes &

serious blow and declare his heavy losses in men
fod material mean that the Axis has resched the
peak $n Tunisia and is now orr the down rad

fafter foar. months of fightng tese. facts
were.becoming evident:

1—With the Royal Navy controlling the sea
and Allled afr forces holding the whip hand in
the sir no Dunkerque is possible for the Axls and
the only sliernative is that Rommel snd Von
Arnim fight to the finish in the manner of the

“Nast army trapped before Stalingrad.

2—-American bomber sweeps over the Mediter-
d—surd Q 1

Great Ruin-

Heaped on-

Germany By
F Attacks

Pictures Show
Devastation

LONDON — (AP) — The
RAF’s ceaseless bombing of-
fensive, now showering Ger-
man Europe with fire. and
explosives at the rate of more
than 10,000 tons a month, has
already wrecked morexthian 2,
000 . German:: factories . and
left ‘mo¥e than 1,000,000
Germans : homelsss, Air :Min-

oday.

{cutting heavily into Rommels strength while

GALLAGRER'

slgantic Alied convoss arrive safely, pouring in
roops and munitions.

hig vlu}ent struggles, Rommel is still in an esposed

FoDaslte o]
smtnsee pes%é}on facing : the experienced

hth

Army
with the newly -battle-tempered Brittan./ Ameﬂc.nn
Azmy oniihls flank ever ready to slice hisislendsr . thread:of

jestions south from Biserte to the Mareth line,

ALLIES MUST ACT QUICKLY

st be cmm g giibkly Tor the - whols Altied
tmetable atigbl: Buvdpo. thrown

m iy Lﬂl (nu {engily they
in;:that the Garmans will fight with sl the ennsity
- £k Alles - aro Fpoling o TRdiTer
of thyfae.

st Btalingrad s8d thit
weliis Irfoa

hukybﬂbs

hoaty rehss

Bieaten o 6h overy Bids] the Gersan penstals ca
only fight {s¥ thine 166 "keep -the Allles too mupkd 5 iwirike
Farope HotM, 3nd #t'ls considercd tertaln that Bitler has given

arders ta beld Africa right up

ta the last company.” This s

borme eut ia the'sppearance of the German Army's latest tashs,
plaate snd:eqilpment on thls frent.

187155 s8I evldént, hawever,

that the Germans are  growing

Bz GRAND BCALE en page 8

Trap On
Sealed

ommel

3y French

French Forces in Contact With
Other Troops in Mareth Line Area

By AGSOCIATED PRERS

Bocretary of War Stimson sald
foday that Flghting Fyench troops
hed made . contact with ather
_French leglons i a flanking move-
ment_around the southern end of
the Mareth Line I Tunisfa, there-
by zealing the trap on 250000 Axls
troops under Field Marshal Erwin
Rommel,

Stimson_said General Le Clorc's
Fighting French columns. who hed
driven more than 1200 miles across
the desert from Lake Chad in the
heart of Equatorfal Africa, closed
the ting_around the Axis by con-
tacting Gen, Henrt Honore Giraud's
Prench forces.

In northern Tunish, Allied mil-
ftary quarters annownced. Col.-Gen
Jurgen Von Arntm's Axis forees at-
tacked Britlsh First Army lines in
the Bedjenane sector with dive-

r suport yesterdny but were
ydriven off with heavy losses.
SQUEEZE ON GAFSA
Allted
closer
to the German base at Galsa, on
the central Tunislen front, and
Prench troops were reported closing
around the strongpofnt.

Stimson's disclosure was Jnked
wth statement  thnt  Allied
forces i the Tuntslan batile thea-

¢ *had much the better of the

fighting last week” but he said
hat losseg on both sides had been
substantial,

The War Becretary told news-
men In Washington that -the
Allics had caplurcd .more than
1000 German and ftallan pels-
oners and destroyed well over
160 tanks.
‘The heaviest American losses, he

sald, occurred i the week of
February 14-20—the perlod of the
American retreat and inittal couns
ter-attack on the central fropt—
when casuaities were 59 killed,
wounded, and 2007 missing. Most
of the missing, Stimson sald, prob
ably were taken -prizoner, but ft is
possible some of them mignt fet
return to the American lines.
GERMANS DIE

Reports indicate that a number
of Germans have been kiiled eud
wonnded the Sccretary said, while
British and Prench loases I the
recent fighting appear to have
been velatively lght.

Durtng the Jast week, ho sald, the
nlghly mobile forces of Marshal
Rommel have been extremely ac-
tive tn Southern Tunisin, but he
called the net result of their ace

Seo L TRAP on page &

Declaring : that : photographic : te=
connatssance sliowed | tiat thie” rald
on " Esse,:»home . of ' the
ATSeHAlSon the nlghti ol

5467 “probably” wan the hen
bldw CBtFiCE Al German

!dustry i the 'whale ot the bomw
GEfanAlve. Bineliir

|ty ¢ 000 tonis
drippad on

works rat ;Rindhoven, Hollan, ‘east
the . Géritians:: the ot of smilllony
of radie:tubesannualiy;iateritlcal
iosa in mod.a;&owmrnm, haaddded;
GREATEST MONTH
.. ‘The /4,000 :t0hs  of  bombs dropped
in’ the" rising : offensive
compared with 10,000 tons droppad
in the short month of February
greatest month yet for e RA
when 1000 .(ons of bombs ' were
dropped on {hree different nights,
Promising even greater exertions
by the RAF. Sinclalr added &
statement which scemed an indi-
rect amwer fo eriticlm of Cthe
United States Army Alr Forces' day
bombing polic;

“The Americans
hearted, skiliful fighters” he
sald, “Their methods ara 2
camplement o our own. They
are precious and weiceme al-
Hes,  The more Amecican
bombers come to take part in
the alr offensive, fhe better
we shafl be picased and {he
saoner the malignant power of
Germany wilt_be broken.

Sinclatr, in

are  Hene

introduclig_an Air
Ministry appropristion  biil  also
announced the creation  of an
RAF Transport Command.

The new command is expected
to be a counterpart of the United
States Transport Command whose
activities In bullding a round-the-
world alr system  have caused
grave concern in Britaln over the
British post-war position in com-
merelal air compelition.

Chinese and American

Pilots Receive Wings

WILLIAMS FIELD, Ariz—uf
East B0t Enat and West ot
West  anyme: th
United” front the Amcrl forees are
inroving inta the

This field gradueied the first
clnes ot advanced tein engine pi-
los from Chine yesterdsy and
on the game program n inrge class

American pliots received thelr

ings.

ister - 8ir ““Archibald ; Sinclair j:

In-: March |

Freshmen Riect Presidemnd

How’s Henry, I. R. Asks, When

WASHINGTON ~— (@) — How's
Honry?

That hamely query, attributed to
the President of the United Statex
s he bade rdieu to the most-

“talked about freshman member
Qongress. typified the social “at
bome" held last night by the
Chiel Exbcutive for 117 new
slocted Benators and mombers of

the House.

it . waa . thé ™ Prasldshl's . parting
resarrk, rald ‘one Congressman who

wsg within carfihol, to Representa

176 “Glare . Beothe Luge  of Con-
Bestlont, wits of Henry Laies, edxwr
maghsitie

;mmnu as

they left the Whlte House, il the
freshmen, Democrats and Repub-
lcans alike, got quite a kick out
of being received by the President
and eampling the beer, cheese,
crackers, clgars and clgareiles set
out for them In the State dining
roomm.
S0CIAL GATHERING

T was strictly the “soctal” gath-
ering Prosidential Secratary Siephe
en Early had sald 1t wax intended
to be, and, to quote Republican
Represontativa Rowa of Ohlo, no~

dy was converted, but' I'm coft-
cned up. 8 bIL”

Just hew ‘softencd up” sema

Mrs. Luce, Others Leave Mansion

of the freshmen were I lliely
to be demonstrated in o prac-
tieal manner before the House
adfourns today, for topping the
leglalative program is a bill to
the Presldent's salary-
limitation order of last Oct. 3,
The reception left some of the
freshmen  sufficiently  speechless
thet they déclined to comment,
but ihe general bl-partisan reacs
tion was something like this:
‘The President appears to be In
fine Kealth, i mure ol himsdlf,
has no doubl.about the outcome

s NEW SOLONS.on pags 8

told the House . of : Commons|
ko

toithe  Fhillips mxm,

|Plan Fails
Farm Worker I

Beaten in House

WASHINGTON—(P—The Senate
réfected 49 to 32 today * Propos

fedsure

by Senator OMshoney. Democrat;
Wyoming, for the diaft deferment
of farm workers and apparently
cléared the way for eariy Dassogs

Encir’c’iement

IOf City All
\But C@mplete

Germans Left Only Narrow Corrldo
Of Retreat Toward Smolensk

By EDDY GILMORE
MOSCOW—(AP)~Red Army troops all but comiple

the encirclement of Vyazma

today and . left:the’ Gerta

only a narrow corridor for retreat:toward: Smilensk:

that stronghold 125 miles west of Moscow: &
The pincers about Vyazma was tightened by the

ture of Isakova, fifteen miles southeast of the'city o

‘| Vyazma-Kaluga railway, the

Rusmans sald.

dvencing _westward . along " ‘&

'wme ‘Teont. west of Grhatdk. the

Saviet - forces . were pushing _for-

Jward with the utmost speed. Field

observers sald the CGermans. werd

/| talling back- upon prepared : posi-

“{ tions ~around —various

digging in their tanks as pill-boxes
and forests

HALL DAY FIGHT

oisted by & Cotist Guardsman

with other vessels of a-foreign-

becauise :iof

he'submarine

put_the nation's

of another measure directing the| DA

deferment of  workers
“substantially full tlme” on faras,
The O'Maheney bill, supported

largely by Admuds(muon Iorrcs

employed |

1 Republican Leader Martin of
Massachuselts, reported the Com-

mittee sunmrtad the Ruml plan b

ol pave {on!
the. present Jaw und:x wmth loeaJ
draft boards are directed 1o excuse
cssential agricuitural workers from
serviee i no repiscement can be

It would have preserved, however,
the so-called “unit system” by
which the amount of farm work
actually done is taken into ace
count in determining whether de-
ferment should be granted.
JOHNSON PLAN

Rejection of this left before the
Senate & proposal offercd by Semn-
tor Johnson. Demecrat, Colorado,
which would erase the -
tem” and liberalize the deferments
for -these engmged. in producing or
harvesting commodities held by the
Secretary of Agriculture to be ese
aential to the war effort. The list
of such commoditfes is wide in
range, covering Mveatock and most
of the food and fiber crops.

Overtime Pay

Not Affected

WASHINGTON —i/m—The War
Labor Board said today that an
employer's obilgation to pay or not
pay overlime rates is not affected
by the Executive order establishing
& minfmum wartime work week of
48 hours.

Board approval Iz not required in
order to pay overtime rstes after
40 hours, tho board said, providing
such payment i5 in accordance with
provistons of the wage-hour act,
any similar Federal, State or loeal
Iaw, a collective bargaining agree-
ment or b\ the past practice of
the employ

Otherwiin overtime pay m
hc' given al more than EtPalaht. mme
vates to hourly rated or salaried
employees without prior  approval
of the Dboard, the statement ex
plasned.

The board asserted that-an em-
ployer: “ts “under the rame -obliga-
tlon with reapect to overtime pay

¢ had adopted & 43-hour
wogk before the order waa lssued.™

“units sys- [PAY-

. and re

Trocly by Repabiicans that
sumcimc strength-can- be - mster=
vd to pass the “skip a year” tax
proposal- in the House.

Martin, in  whose office the
Steering Committee met, sald “an
oversticlmingly mefority” of his
party’s 209 members would vote: for
the Rum! plan, and the Comumittee
arranged for a perty caucus Mon:
day to mobilize for the floor bat-
tle on the abatement fssue.

The House Wava Means
Committee has turned down . sl
proposals for canceling any: tax
obligations in the transition to &

-you-go basis.

Martin told newspaper men that
“unless everybody In the country
is golng to pay more than ‘one
vear's tases thiz ¥ear” the plan

rested by Beardsley Ruml, New

banker, and embraced in
b by Representative Carlson, Re-
publiéan, Kansas, §s the only an-
swerto the problem of putting ine
COME LAXPAYErS on A current basls.

However, 1t was not expect-
See GOP GROUP on page 8

Red Star sald a fight raged ‘all

{Although “hampered - by - German
and - of

bridges, Rusalan forces were e~
ported to have cap

settlements and wiped : out - pre-
viously blockaded Nazl - garrisons
south of Bryansk.” Red Star said
the Germans launched - numerous
counter-attacks, paced by planes
and tanks.

KO, DRIVES.

“msates ; by :mere.
ee.nt adding mhshn&k!mh

Steering Gmup Gives Unaninious
- Support; Predict Proposal Can Pass

; WASHINGTON—(AP)-“The House Republican Steer<
ing Committee laid plans today 1o align the party’s st
‘behind the Ruml plan to:abaté a >
44,000,000 taxpay

rength
ear’s income taxes and
s on a pa ou-go

Solons Buck

On ?Eaﬁmﬁng

Congress To Write
Own Ticket

WASHINGTON @)~ COngress:

gave cear-cut signs today that it}

fritends largely to ignore Executive
planning and to write its own for-
muls for the settlement of poat
war cconomic problerns
Adniinistration leaders were re-
ported to have piven clearance 1o
@ proposal by Senator George.
Democrat. Georgin, to establish -8,
nine - member  postwar  planning,
committee and George tod report-
ers he would ask for & $50,000 ap-
propristion to asscmble a staff and
launch sn tmmediate, inquiry.
Tentative  arrangements were
made to refcr to the Rroup a report
the National Resources Planning
Board sent to Congress yesterday

Sce SOLONS on page 8

Another sector in which  Red
Army troops were pressing heavily
upon the invaders was south of

Ilmen, the Government
newspaper Izvestia said.

Izvestta announced that Mar-
shal Semcon Timoahenko's . forces
driving along - the - highway - from
Demyansk had taken Staro-Ra-
mushevo and were now within

Ses CLOSING RING enm page §

Amerieans: Slap

Back Jap Raiders

WASHINGTON — {#)<Américan
fighter planes slapped: back a- Jap-
anese serlal sttack by ten  dive
bombers and twelve fighters In the
Solomons, the Navy reparted today,
while. {n. the North Pacific_bombers

ply situntion, ‘Brown sald,
ing that- the inerease:;

- 'plifiea one - of {he-
ciples_of OPA policy, i
relaxinig - ratlonlag
wherever and jas a8 o
circumstances permit” g

e A

Prefers Being
Broke .to Defeat

WASHINGTON -l Reprosen:
tative Burgine  Democrat, s Notth
Carolina, ; profers:;a : bankipt Bt
free America to subservicncs

hit hard-at Japanese positions on
Kiska in the Aleutians.

One_Japancse dive bomber and
three Zero fighters were shot down
by American planes which inter-|®
cepled the enemy raiders who pre-
sumably were en route to nuack
Henderson Field on Guadalcanal
n the Solomons.

Over 500 Women Seek

Cargo Carrier Service

SAN PEDRO, Galif. )
James Drake, business agent - for
the CIO National Maritime Union,
srid today that more than 500
women throughout the United
Statea have signed up with the
unlon seeking service on cargo
carricrs.

Many of them have had pre-
vious experience on passenges Ves
sels, sald Drake, and all that i
holding them back from helping
to man cargo boats is officlal per-
misslon from  Government  au-
thorities,

By CHARLES MCOLONY

WASHINGTON—(f) — The Na-
tional Rescurces Planning Board
called on the country today to
steel itself for n continuance of
wartime restrictions  for month
after hostilities cease, but held out
beyond that hope for a life of
unrivaled abundance.
Simultanecusly, 1t I\rol)mrd ®
socfal Insurance stel designed
to assure all Amerlcal\-\
want from Birth to death snd an
cconomle structure dn which the
Qovernment wouwld bo a partner in
certaln major Indusities rnd labor

would share In -busiaess- manags-
mant,
P

against|"p

The board’s far-reaching recom.
mendations were presented by Pres-
ident Roosevelt vesterday for “full
cansideration during this session”
to a Congress which thus far has
rejected A Presidenttal request to
give the board funds to contlnue
its planning work after nexC June
30,

. “They were covered in two weighty
ccuments. an 81-page, 50.000-word
plan and program
g pal.e 00.000-word report on
“seurity, work and seMef polloes.”
The latter expanded.in detail upon
sbundant Nfe aspesta sketched in
e former.

- The - pestawar " plai’s - ehlef * foar

Abundant Life Will Follow Post
War Trials, Says Planning Board .

tures  included
that;

Dremobilizatlon  of
forces, civillan

the
war workers ~and

armed

the vast industrial machine built]”

up for war Dro(lucnon be Kmdu-
ated “over a pariod o the.”
o Astmiler alod i oourse M

taken 45 relaking price .
reds, ihe. mucnl»‘ B(
;ma, REQ; the nens

trols nm ‘alletation:iof istaree

)

recommendations |

Tojo-or-Hitler:
During sn’nddreds in the H

on_ extension of lend-lease. mm
An “Ea1d A W4T

reply.”
that |t we Rave 1o €0 e
win this war,, we potter
bankrupt than have o go:on
hands and knees:and g Tol
Hitler for peace terms.”

in Washmglon

WASHINGTON (@=-Lig

Sea i apuien
Also_fn’ the mission,

hore, from New Chulfiesy

Geen. Richard X, Sutherland,
Asthur's chil of staff,




