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ey Were Expendable

- - By-W.-L White .

By W L. WHITE

Wounded Lientenant Relly
helds 1o post. Then goes to
bed and Nurse Pegry takes
hlm Iz hand. Cupld works fast
In tunnet hospital st Cor-

F. . . . Navy rescues
refugees from torpedoed ship
~in black night

CHAPTER ¥

“When the Japs cleared out.
- Continued Bulkeley, “Kelly
headed for and docked
aboul 3 o'clock, When we re-
ported, Commander Slocum told
me the Admiral was considering
sending our three boats on a ratd
off Lingaven, and were we ready?
We said we were rarin' ta go. S0
he sald to stick around a couple
of hours, and meanwhile to load
the boats with files, records. and
50 forth. because they were mov-
ing headquarters. 1t had cscaped
so far, but right here on the
water front it was .too vulnerable
—sure to get smacked. Through

n door we could see the
Admiral conferring with his' chief
of staff and haif a dozen other
high officers. On the wall was a
chart of the waters off Luzon, and

~'on it black pins which repre-
ted Jan boats :

*But Just then sald - Kelly.
“Commander Slocum looked down
Rl my arm, which was
sling, frowned. and said I should
get over to sec the fleet doctor.
The doctar .took off the bandage
and began to falk tough. Sald
he couldn't do anvthing. and that

1 was to get that arm to s hos- |

pital as fast as I could.

“I was dead sef on thal raid,
but 1 decided 1L wouldn't be
tacttcl to bring that up, so I
said, ‘Aye, aye, sh and
kipped-il.—We- ionded - the-boat-
with records, and then went
back (o headquarters, where
we were told that the Jap
convey off Lingaren Included
elght “transports and at least
two batileshlps (one of these
must have been the one that
Colin  Kelly later got), but

i:thal we weren't gofng to be
sent, They were saving us for

“digger things'.

- God! my Jjunior officer
said later, ‘I didn't know they
came any bigger! What do they
think “we Ere?’

- “Anyway the ..Admiral . patted|
Bulkeley on the shoulder
. sald, “We. know . you boys. want to
et in there and fight, but there’s
Do .senss sending you on sulcidal

5—just now.’

8o .that was that, and we went

our

“You might call the next few
days : quiet for us, 3

the .only other thing was routine

elly and T pe

omblngs_around the bay, but
from .our village in Sisiman €o
we_could seldom see the abjective

nly the massed planes return-
ng, always unscathed.

“Presently Bulkeley dropped fn
on us in the 41 boat, bringing us
some "stuff issued by the Navy to
replace eversthing  we'd lost at
our guarters in Cavlte — a shirt
cach, underdrawers, a few {ubes
of toothpnste, and razors—two for

ch boat, one for the men and

for the offfcers. But with|oy

each razor there were only three
packages of blades, sp we saw
beards in the offing.

"Bulkeley had heard abeut
my hand from a pharmacist’s
mate and asked me if I could
stk [t for twa more days
untll he could relieve me. He
himself had to be on calf for
consultation with the Admiral,
while they needed DeLong and
his boat for courler duty. I
maid ‘Sure’s

ut the next few days were

hell. The whole arm began swell-
ing. and.my hand was the slze
of a catcher's mit, The nights
were worse becsuse 1 couldn't lie
down for any length of time. Also
T had to keep my arm held up,
or blood running down Into it
would drive me nuts, and it
stiffened that way. The doctor at
Marlveles kept offering me mor-
phine, bu: I dido't dare. There
might  be cmergency  where
we'd have to get the boats out to
sen quickly, Bulkeley had left me
charge, and morphine might
make me sleep so hard I couldn't
waken for an air-raid alarm. The
worst_thing was the flies — they
kept buzzing around trying to get
Into that open incision in my
Iheld hand.

he gave me s big
# ke 16 chew, He
said T'd probably lose  the
whole arm because blaod poi-
soning had set In solid clear
te the shoulder, but he'd do
what he could, and In a few
minotes more 1 was flat on
my back with my arm packed
Heht tn hot-water bags, -

“But the thing that Impressed
me’' most — even then’ — was the
Army nurses, There were fourteen
the Rock, and re-
hadn't talked to a
white woman since we salled from
the " States. Heretofore, I hadn't
prid much attention o' women,

but somehow the war and every.
thing made a big difference.

“Or maybe 1t was Peggy hersclf,
because she was a very cute kid.
A brunette about medium height
cod very trlm, but mostly it was
ber green eves, I guess, and &
cute way she had of telllng you
very {lrmly what you had to do,
50 that you grinned, but just the
same you did It. She started right
in .bosslng me around while she
helped--cut- off my -shirt.

“But don't think I didn't have
competitlon, The Rock was buflt
to ‘nccommodate four thousand
men, but eleven thousand were
alrendy jnmmed in there, cach of
whom would have given his right
ear for even a look fromeone of
those fourteen girls. So 1f later on
she got to like me pretty well,
Peggy can't ever say she didn't
have a selection to choose from.
Competition was pretty stiff.

By the time T left that hos-
pltal, I think almost sll of
those fourtecn girls were en-
gaged. The head nurse, Ann, »
pal of Peggle's, was engnged
1 i Bat, Bul-h

saying_hell_no, we_weren't_licked| |

yet, and then what did they mean,
the folks at home had forgotten
us—of course they hadn't. Didn't
thes hear the radlo from the
States and what it was saylng
about our fight? I always had
cheesful angle on anything for the
girls, and they began calling me
thelr one-man morale oftfcer.”
"The whole Army was listening
n said Bulkeley. “Don Bell.
that Manila radio announcer who
they say was shot by the Japs the
first day they entered the clty,
was always encouraging. And even
more 80 was KGEI from the
American West Coast, telling us
we wouldn't be forgatten. that the
people knew we were puiting up
& magnificent fight.
“About this time,” nald Kelly,
“I began hearing rumoss that
the whole alr force had been
wiped out, but In tho face of
all this optimistic stuff, 1 just
couldn’t believe them.
“The - first  influx of “patients: we
had st my hospital were sur-

TS AND HER-BUDI

vivors from the 5 steamer
Corregldor—full of refugees, mostly
natives, leaving Manila. Shed'd run
smack Into one of our own mines
and sunk llke n rock.

know whose

the mine field. Maybe the chart
the Army gave her was Inaccurate.
Anyway we could hear the ex-
plosion even in the hospital.
came at eleven at night”
Bulkeley went on. I had my
three boats out there by 11:30.
Funny thing, that old ship had
been an  aircraft carrler in the
battle of Jutland—first hoat ever

finger. Y —up—in.
the air. And rlso I was running
a little fever—about four degrees.

“When Buikelev got back he
took one look at me and ordered
me to the hospltal at Corregidor,
But_when we got there they told
15 that beautiful big modern 1,000~
bed hosplital had been abandoned.
There it was, 1 don't know how
much it had cost, as useless to
us as a Buddhist monastery. The
patients had all been moved down
into 100 beds In one of the tun-
nels in the Rock. I wasn't so de-
lirlous ~ that X -couldn't figure “out
why. Because with no alrcraft . or
anti-nircraft protection; -that - blg

A expensive topside  hospital - was

just an.unprotected” target. s |
“The mext 1 remember & wai
down In the tunnel In the
Army hospital under . Corregi-
dor, the Army- doctor msking
me’ what treatment . 1I'd - had
as he eul . the shirt: off :my
back—It  wouldn't - come .. over
my han*-any more.. When:he
found . out -1 hadn’t * had . any

was attached to & ficld hospltal
Just back of the front, ao they
could only write. Then Stevie—
she was aboul 27—was engaged
Y an Army captain In (he
field artillery. He'd practicaily
followed her out there from the
States, Lucklly for them, he
ended up in the ficld hospital
himsell, fust about the time
Stevieigot transferred up there,
noiahie . saw him cvery day.

“Then’: thére was Charlotte—she
began .golng - steady.. with..an_anti-
alrcraft - Heutenant who was later
wounded,::: Stlll . another . girl was
engaged ::to . the  General's adjut-
aAnt--a: young - captain,

e ~was” th 1y naval
officer. i this*Army  hospital,: I got
to - be ia o king
nurses—I was ; thefr : curfosity.: An-
other ireason might have:been: that

I wasialways:trying to:cheer: them |

- The o> doctors o were iiall sires
servists,::gotng :: around  with:: Jong

Iaces,singing ; Lth blues ' aboiit 'the
way :ithe: war wis i going T kept

d :: of £ pet . with  the | 8

to lzunch a-plane-in Actual batile.
She survives the whole German
Tmperial Fleet and more than
twenty years later ends up on an
American mine halfway round the
world,

‘When  we got there, survivors
were so thick we didn’t have . to
zigzag to plck them up—just went
strafght ahead and we got all we
could handle, although there were
crles coming out of the darkness
all around. Finally our shoulders
g0t 50 weak pulling them up the
sealadder that we couldnt_lift
theiti. 'S0 we'd ‘throw lines out
into the dark—it was like casting
for . ‘trout—and haul them back
with . a dozen people hanging on.
We' ull them-on" In—scraptng
off . a.few ears, and now and then
nose and pleaty of skin, on
the :; side . of “our . bort—but * they
were i drowning . every.. minute _and
RS theronly - way... Our boat
TiBNRREd 10 restiie . a3 mANY a5
196/ Had 'emiying and . standing
every :place; i

“The passengers  themselves
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darkness had . almost - stopped, and —
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changed course, and presently came r ¥ : &

alongside _an . aviator. He'd been
blown way olt there along with
three tifebelts

X ad
third under his behind. Had his
hands comfortably folded on his
stomach, He thanked us, sald he
couldnt swim, s0 he'd been whist-
_{Mpg Just to kil time until some-
ona came ‘slong. Asked 1f there
wns anything hs could do. That
guy had plenty guts,

"Six of the survivors dled before
we could land them—exposure and
burns, .

“They began bringlng them into
my hospital before dawn,” snid
Kelly.” One of them was a Flil-
Pino boy who'd been sccond en-
gineer. He'd been burned all over
cxcept where his shorts had heen,

= . and he screamed horribly when

e they sprayed his burns, They'd put
T \\MM d him in the stff wagon. but an

5 OVERLOADING' /-6 Army doctor felt his pulse and

= sald, Hell, that mans not dead.
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Two Appointments Fill

Darlinglon Vaeancies
DARLINGTON. 5. C.—Miss Leda

Amick of Greenwood has - &

clected a member of the facully X

of Sl John's High School in ASh. %1‘

Darlington to succeed Miss Hattic : <R 4 v

Rigby, home economics teacher.

The lajter has resigoed to accept| TERRY AND THE PIRATES

Spabiion I her home town, TRE T e o ) [T ez
Mrs, Ralph Barbare, wife of the T SO N SR e WE S e 20550 oomT RO

Darlington County superintendent ASTOANGEE HERG MIMSELF, YoUR PRy Elaome !

of education, will Succecdy Mrs—Al- A e o loRE N A

len Capers as teacher of the fUfif y

grade in the local grammar school.

The latter resigned ta jolh her

husband at Camp Pickett, Va.

Only  Alaska and  Hawali are
territories of the United States;
its other Islands are possesstons.

You'll Locate. A Tenant
For Your Vacancy In Less
Time And At Less Cost if
You Use A News Want
Ad—Phone 3-0303,
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