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Sy mwre
A Victory
Big Hospital Appropriation
Cheering, but Not Final
The message of Governor Broughton's
Advisory Budget Commission to the
General Assembly recommending an in-
redse "of ‘more than $1,000,000 for the
Btate ‘mental institutions brought the
long campalgn In behalf of North Caro-
lna's -neglected - wards  at” Morganton
‘near to a climax. Such generous increases
for all:the’ hospitals 1s cheering proof
that the Governor intends to press re-
form as he has'In.the past. The report
represents the fulliliment of his promise
o the ‘people.
~We read the report with gratification.
ce : Tom * P, Hmison - {irst befa;‘_:he

eries of :
state into actioh as no_previous investi--
gation; private or officialhad done, We
. have held sweeplng réeform of ‘the State

in the campaign against Russia, But, by
now. all three nations have lost thelr
taste for the struggle. They have become
convinced that Hitler will not dictate
the terms of post-war settlement in the
Balkans or in the North, and they zre
ripe for attention from America. .

Barking Dog

One-Man Dies Committee I's
Ready for the Junk Heap

The life of the Dies Committee prom-
ises to be short, and henceforth it will
certainly be hard. Representative Dics,
it appears, gave.up investigating un-
American activitles In 1942, and turned
exelusively to the un-Dles field. His re-
port for the . year brought a stinging
xebuke and a denial of faith from Mem-
ber, Jerr: rhis,.and
complalnt mu louder than the Dles re~
Tport itselt.:

Perliaps Dies lias niot oumved his day
as:a:Congressional : bléodhound,” bt ‘kis

on:allisides:ar
Hause : reaction’: to hls7 ¢oniliig  Fequiest
for:findsto continue hisiwork i 1silikely
o be iviolenit Vice-President wallace s

on‘record ‘As havifg said thit tHeerfect

on:Anierican morale Woilld be 1658 damy
aglng lt Dlek were on the) Hitler pavrall
i

“inattention! mistreatment,and ithe
lck of human feelirig which have existed

no’ painediexpression’ s

n Fnsdst minded 1solauomse caught in"

thé spotight;

His sweeping charges of. dlsloyalty T
treason within the Government liave tio
been substantiated:: many have
shown 06 Be  abdird i gments
Dieg imagination; ‘Apparehtly the.

latiire /ot stop i with
Ione’ as  a: basis? 10F

mmns pititaliplight Wil not ' be icor<

brotight ‘under complete control:
valslons for postponed permanent

for.
(to the number of 238);and for the most

1lam Diidley Pelley: Father Col
Frltz Kuhii So'far as We're cony
thie fiids Heretoftre spenit by o4
Ing watehdog might béiinéluded.
non-essentials we dim 1o cut out
biidgetifori1043;

Omission

Com rkrkl‘uniily be})crly Benéﬁta -

Would Add to Reveiiue Bill

Governor Broughton’s:tecord-breakiny
revenue bill; calling for more than $104;=
000,000 /in": taxes : in the Tnext’ blentiiim,
should “call : forth - general - approval ot
the : State,: regardless vof ;:ihe : steddfast
stand : taken = by = minority - groups. To

that. Committes . .

legtoti and the™

[ END-LEASE is up for further sppropriatiéns to
4 finish out the present fiscal year. Then §t will

be up again o litle later on the question of ex-
tefiding the TeinTease-Act-itsel{-beyond_June.
This insures fhat the Lend-Lease Administra=——Sefer

“tion will be subjected to a thorough going over by
committees of Congress._The_Administrator of Lend-

ase. Edward Steftinhis, will carry the burden of ex-
plaining and defending the operations, which by
now amount to about $8,600,000.

But the real farget will be Harry Hopkins,
Fince Leon Henderson was driven oot of the
Government by polltical blackjack methods, the
heat has been turned on the President’s most In.
timate friend and adviser. The story of the
Jewels, the emeralds that Lord Beaverbrook wag
supposed tc have presented as a wedding gift
46" Mrs. Hopkins, hl.l been denled by him ns a
tale that the Axls likes {o have circulsied and by
Mra. Hopkins as "bnlnney. on the ground that she
has no emeralds and wasn't glven any. At the
White House, Secretary Early says Mr. and Mrs.
Hopkins are ready to sppear before a commit»..
tee of Congress It an investigation of their per-
sonal affairs is deslred.

The gosslp sbout the fewels, and the rtorles
about fancy dinner partles, the use of Government
fimousines for driving to social affalrs, and the
printing of news pictures showing clearly the lcense
plates of some high officlals with low numbers, is
giving this Winter in wartime Washington an un-
usually venomous tone.

These personalities are the safety valves of
War pressures, was Iimpossible to get rid of
rationing, so they get rid of Leon Henderson,
polltical opponition in trying te_ justify its extst-
ciice sees that drastic war Medsures are neces-
sary so It finds that the men in charge of them
are to blame for all of the inconvenience.

Looking Over

The News Publishing Company, Inc.
W 7 Dowd—dr—President Bur vis; \ Likewisa with Lend
and General Manager Editor

8. with_Lend.-Lease, " We can't let rld of
it. Everybody around here knows it is. e
lhat it has been a fortunate - device !nr (umlshtn:
d to those who were fighting our enemies,: Lend=
l.ense hus solld Justification as a meuum of national
it an effort will be made to show that: lt
has been loosely or unwisely AdmInistered; and-Harry:
Bopkins Is the natural suspect who i3 to be.worked
on,-although-he.is.not technically. head of the Lend-
Lease organlzation and officlally hu no. place in it
Mr. Hopkins is chalrman -of the commlties
that supervises the fulfliment of schedules under
e Russian protocol, But the Russian schedules
call for such a large proportion of materials that
the servicing of those reqnlremenu affects Lends
ase operaifons, Because of his position at the
‘White House, Mr. Hopkins (m:vlnhly has large in-
fluence over Lend-Lease through guldance and
counsel sought by Lend-Lease officials.

Most of the Lend-Lesso cost will- never. comé

back in-terms of dotlars-or -even-in-terms-of goods.—

It is part of the price of winning the war.. We are
getting some of 1t back in various ways, . Ships are re-
pajred in British shipyards. - Arriving . American
troops are transported and quartered in England, Aus.
tralin is supplying part of the food for-our forces, and
both Austraila and England are going to help out with
replacement uniforms for American troops. So thére
is something coming back on Lend-Lesse, although
it 15 only a fraction of what We are putting out— —
Details of Lend-Lease operations can hardly
be made publlc currently, House and Senate
commltices are entliled to know the whole story
confidentially. There is no reason why Lend-Lease
officlals should hold anything back and there
Is no reason to think they will

Unless_there Is_discovered some appalling stu-
pidity or bad judgment involved in the operations, it
is not likely that Congress would take the responsi-
bility of refusing to continue that phhse of war aid.

the Situation
~-By Herblock

dvariced methods of . )
Jong way toward “solving:the pruh]em.
“but:not all the way. We trust the Legis-
aturewill: ot - stop . withithese - gains,
ot eveii with the formation of n single
board ‘of ‘control, but that it will insist
UHoT Y medical-direction- of -the -highesf.
iype, revise our laws for commitment of
the insane, and that it will not rest the
caseof  the-people -of - North Carolina
ntil the unfortunates in State hospitals
i cared for by the tmder law of
human|

Small Fry
The Time Ilas Come to Speak
Harshly to Hitler's Vassals

‘Aside from a pair of war declarations
and the clinging o & shaky peace, the
United States bas taken no recognition
of “Hitler's three potent little allies,
Hungary, Rumania and Finland, Yet, in
the field of wartime diplomacy, the
‘“vassal states offer a remarkable oppor-.
tunity for us to hasten the breakdown
©of -the military machine of the Third
Relch.
i The wcrld has given ton little thoupht,
spparently, to the importince’ of the
little trio as fighting nat in W
ccamp . of the enemy. Withont th
darmies, certainly, Hitler could not hav
fought 50 long in Russia. With the Gere
man Army robbed of, say 30 to 50 divi-
sions, Hitler would have lost numerical
superiority in Russia, and his two big
offensives would not have been possible,
“zThere {5 no definite knowledge of the
Tumber of troops the little Hitler allies
“‘have furnished, but the mass s amazing
in:itself; Rumania alone has sent 25
divisions into battle. And the morale
and bravery of-the-foreign-soldiers.fight-
dng.a: German war against * Russii
ey haye no will to fight has been
remarkable, especially In face of their
Féfilitation as. poor soldlers. in the first

and . Rwnanians have

alight ‘and ‘died :in ‘great numbers as a
tie among : themselves, tn order to
With' Germany for a post-war
“Finland; until her front be-

ial-groups-favorir e
of sales:tax,.income:tax:or. corporatfon

tax, the' Governor's message was  that .

these were no times for major revision,
either upward or"downward; now is the
time for conservation of North Carolina’s

resources,.a tight grip on the status g,

insofar as major taxatlon is concerned.

And in that connection, we are sur-
prised at the omission of any mention of
the Community Property Tax, by which
taxpayers of cight states are still sav-
Ing themselves & great deal of money
on Federal taxes, at no loss to the
states themselves. The Governor had
studied that plan, and commented fav-
arably upon it, but did not sce fit to
recommend it at this time. We continue
to" urge its consideration; “that North
Carolina taxpayers may be given the
advantage of using the money-saving
returns so long as they continue to exist
with Fedceral approval.

The retirement of the State from
callection of intangibles taxes is to be
welcomed, not only because it brings to
an end an unprofitable experiment be-
gun in 1937 and kills a raging contro-
versy. but also because it seems to us
that local and County governments are
entitled to ril the revenue to be derived
{rom that source.
sother, wnd perhaps more important
chunge i the tax machinery act, pro-
vides that real property indircetly owned
by the Federal Government may now
be taxed by counties and municipal gov-
ernments, If it §s only a technicat
change because the Federal Government
has long since permitted such taxation,
it s still of impertance: In Mecklenburg,
for  example, the Federal Housing
Projects wiil soon be taxable by the
City and County.

The Governor's bill, we believe, should
be enacted inte law with few changes.
It is to be hoped that efforts to sus-
pend payment of State income taxes (or
giving credit for deduction of Federal
income taxess will fail; that wiil cost
North Carolina a great deal of money,
ang the big budget will not bear such a
Ioss. For the major sources of revénue,
we would leave them as they stand. The
stafus quo will not be upset, however,
il Communlty Property benefits are
passcd to the people of North Caro-
lina. That 13 the one addi-

v;lnyry‘ Cohgréss

More Bark Tham Bide

By Samuel Grafion

NEW YORK
don't often venture prophiccles, but I am now
prepared to suggest that the bitter

wHl proceed along other lines, creeping
ever tloscr. on catfeet, to what it wanis (fke an
its

expected of the present Congress will not materialize
on the predicted sale. The reason is that the
oppositien does not know quite what It wants, or
where {t s golng, and it will therefore have difff-
culties deciding what to ask for and where to go.

as I have before, -

the methad of ‘at least pari of the opposiiion
Is the method of obscurantism, the method of
facing eeveral ways at once, as when it declares
that the time has come for great persanal sscri-
fices, and also that the time has come for
Washington bureaucrats to atop pushing people
sround.

You cannot write that obscure attitude into bills
and pass them. It Is ail very well to shout on £5-
day that the Administration s not tough™ enoiigh,
and to clamor on Thursday that it fire Leon Hen-
derson for belng too tough, but you cannot enter
that sort ef thing into the statute hooks. What lega)
phrascs would you use. after the first “whereas”?

On the lecture platform, and fn -press releases,
you can be an enthusinstic admirer of our brave
allies, and you can also pelnt out, with fltting
gloom. that food §s being taken away from Americans
for fecding foreigners with. Bu can hardly
draw that up as a bill. A bill either helps our allies,
or it hurts them: you can add up whatever is in
R blll, and strike 8 sum: the intent comes clear,
The clearest Intention of the opposltion, nspcclally
the lsolationlst opposition, is not to let intent
come clear. Therefore it will not write muny bills.

Visidin® Rommd

So That's News, Ts It? R
(Reedy Creck item, Lexington Dispatch)
Mrs. Elmer Younts ls still up and going.
How'd You Say You Get To The Myera Place?
(RFD item, Lexington Dispateh)
Mr. And Mrs. Seager Payne are very happily

located at the “Uncle” John Myers place which they
pirchased some tlme ago. They are making somo

DRt

in
{imll) but never quile getting there. Nol lhln
haul

Thus [t ~will,- quite likely,

him heans ahout lease-lend; it will try
to dirty up lease-lend; it wlll spread the fne

_alnuatlon of frregularity or Incompetence
about the expenditure”of lease-lend funds: but
it will not offer to repeal lease-lend, or to keep
it from ‘being re-enacted,

‘That would be too clenr a move for tlic obscur=

e in the middle of my homewor]

_State. 0)' Fhe Ui

Platform @F The People

prce, me T M Re i & 4T, o7, 1213

“Will 'yoii spealk’ to:Dad,” Mother? “Just when}: get
-he throws:me 6it:hy
answering those - quiz - programs :out :loud!”

ll(l'l

FDR Is Right

By Dorothy -Thompson

WASHINGTON
HE President’s address to the new Congress on the State of the
Unlon was lhe speech of a great war leader, and the most con-
i o hu - Lips slntc the bcxlnnmg of.
i s o & planc thet HIed” T
8 factusl report of a year of war It did much m put thmgs into cor-
sect perspective. For the way to get a true picture of our war cffort
is by an over-all and comparative view: not by observing the thous
sand and one gmnng dc(ccls but by measuring where we stand now
by where we stood a
And from such n \low (hn American war effort nndoubtediy over-
shadows cvery other, Alited or enemy, considering the (me into which
it has been telescoped.
we started out wilh the greatest industrial patential,
But !o “Shir the greatest industry to a war fooling Is not easler, hut
harder than to shift a small one, The preparation of the smaller
tut still great German indusiry took six vears and fotal diclator-
ship, We are not a mllitary country, and thus the announcemsnt
that we already have a miltion and half tralned troops sbroad fs
atupendous.

Their tralning,

their transfer acrass the seas, with the Immense
equipment nocessary to modern warlare. the gathering of shipping for
cuch a project. and their convey through submarine-infested seas is
‘86 tantastic that Dr. Goebbels has only one answer to the Prestdent’s
report: It is not true.

Again_we sce America lNving up to the slogan. “The poor fool didn't
know it couldn’t be .50 e went ahead and did . Neuther
Hitler, Goebbels, nor Tojo has ever had the faintest notion of what
America is like,

The President’s good haturc, his adision of errors. the gencrosity
of his spirit toward all Americans und all our 15 410 & cause for
conlidence, for it Is o symptom of his st . \Vlmn the Presi-
dent is worried he I5 most {rascible—a quality which he shares with
all men. In his address to the Congress he was a Happy Warrior.
And since he certainly knows the bases for hls confidence, the whole
country feels more elated.

In projecting » future for America of full employment and
much greater secatity, § helicve he will be backed by the averwhelm-
ing majorlty of Americans, even though the applause of Congress
seemed a litle Umid.

In doing so. also. he appealed above partisanship to good will.
Speaklng of the aim af achieviug Frecdom from Want., he resected a
~post-wRr America which suffers from under-nourlshment or slums” or
“the dole.” as be rejected a repetition of the “bogus” boom prosperity
which followed the last war, only to end in geners] breakdown. B
cxpressed confidence that full emplofment can be maititained. nnil
that the major economic risks can be insured agatnst for cvery fam
In this he is following the objective of the Beverwdge Plan i Britals,

But instead of presenting the alm dogmatically, he pled that
all Americans of good will should concentrate on the abjective. lie
made it clear that he belleved it could be accomplished inside
system of private enterprise. Qur war cffort ltaclf proves that it
can be, He maked that it achievement be “regarded not as an dasue,~
but as a task, fo "be worked oul with constant regard for the
attainment of the’ sbjértive, with fairness to all and tnjustice ta
ne." He (heretore ita 1o the
process of public deliberation.
This column.has 10iig; aihtained that if the nation would concen.
trate upon the achievement;:within specific _time periods, of clearl
defined objectives,- universally to be destred, we would be able to tran
out the differences as'ta means, and the contlicts between public and
private enterprise, Iabor and capital. Actually, the President’s appeal
5 a challenge to the industrialists, the labor unions. the economnists,
and the Congres e post-war program. which wiil assure
continulng employment and a universal system of Tnsmrance.
What the President sald about the length of the war fx ake
impertanl. He wisely made no prophesies, but he did indicate that
we are gearing ourselves (o a_shart war, and shall {ry to get it
aver & noon as possible. He (ndieated that to the best of his belict.
it 1a not gong i be an indefinitely protracted strugzie. e said
that the present Congress may possibly muke the peacc—and that
suggests a time Bimit,

o1 the ‘subject -of that Pearc, e ‘was, necessarlly cautious. Yet, he
¢id make cortaily deflnite and clear stutements, and it scems to me that
this part of his speech Is the most debatable. But to comuneni on it .
will require another column,

{To be conlinued)

antist strategy, which fs the strategy of
to everybody's discontents simultangously,
making the smallest and vaguest record . possible,

(And, Indeed, a number of the - oppositioniats
hnve put it Inte words. “Sit quiet,” they have coun-
seted - each . other.. Ucritieize, . but..start._nothing, and
let the ~Democruts tear cach other apart. Thefi
we walk In, fn "4 Could there be a clenrer stale-
ment of the obscurantlst approach to politles, the
programiess, negative appronch, which capltalizes on
the wounds of war, without assuming responsibility
for the afflemations of war?)

Oh. I know now Lhe onpnﬁltlon will call Mr,
Roosevelt a skister enemy of the Amerlcan way of
Iife, but it will not ofter to impeach him, as it
should it he Is all of that: It will scttic, ob-
scurely, for firlng some of his hired help and

wihile

Can’t Be

Editors, THE NEWS

ure
as long as we
enlivened by such gems of stales-
manshlp a5 that one that caune
from our own’ Representative H.
1. McDou,

McDougle
in the General -Assembly next week

Dome

n. counly..where . only _beer_and. 5o~
called wine are sofd?  Certatnly
it could not be hard MNquor, be-
cause our counly “outlawed”
hisky, and, it could not be that
Is oW necessary to “outs
te cffects . product that
Itself has already been “outlawed",
How well I remember those big
posters, to ihe effeet, * pun-
fsh the poor man and arrest im
for drunkenness? Al you nm:rl

These weck-ends without pleas-
driving will nol be so bad
can lave them

gle this week.
Tt was to the cffect that Mr,
“wili Introduce a bil

for the right to use those same epl-
thets In the clection of two years from now.
Only u few dreamern of the exiremo right (and
the extreme tight has Its feverlsh. types, as has
the left) will really declare for a policy of tear-
fng up the New Deal, statute by atatuie, like an
ecntatic child ripping fhe pages out of & mall
order catalogue In a hollday of destructlon.

¢ game is murkier. The obscurantist polltician,
npcclauy the lower order of isolatlonist, wishes,
precisely, to avold any such clear showdown.
me s to recrult a Coxey's army, enllsting
some Amerlcans becawse they are opposed to high
wages, enllsting the-reclplents of high wages becatise
they are opposed to o gasoline shortage, enllsting
blg farmers beonuse they don't lks Government
credit for small farmers, and enlisting Toiall farmers
Because they don't ltke questionnaires.
And then to lead this vaguely marsbated ‘atmy
a meaningless, unclear political fng

Int

Loutlawed

e do is remove: the curse itself,

This 15 hecoming too- lnvnlvm
and I am getting to _sound llko
a Renubllcnn on the Senate Fore
el Aty
rayway, "% 5 hord fo nrticulata
when you have to hold your sldes
from Taughlng.

Mr. McDougle Is making &
bid for  everlasting  fame.
Wonder wh; e - else. ever
thought af - “outlawing drunke
enness’ before, SUIL 1t may
be a good Adea If such a bill
wenl through because i would
allow the pleasure of wrltlng
you another letter inext year
and enclonlnx » elinpine_thint
in alinost ce appear in
The News o hat time, - that
“sincp dnmkumm has' been

Me. McDougte,
arrents ‘have inercascd 101 por
cent” L hAs _been
about/ the average (nerease
since ihey pul drunkards . in
atocke up i Salem, Mass, 300

years .ago,

~H. L. KILLABENDL. ;'
Chatlotte. . /"

Ihlnle The ughl /

i There is grcut unnxer ln ven:.
turlns. but . they: who lack:: the
courage nevcr arrive;at:a lmpﬁ




