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By W. L. WRITE
Birutenant Kelly goes into
action  again. as Lieutrnant
Bolkeley leads crew agalnst
‘luckless Jap landing Dbarges.
Norrow cscape  from  own
Army’s shore battorics.  FEne-
nv “trap almost snares L.
oat  but Lieutenant
Bulkclu adds another sinking
e near-trageds,
CHAPTER 8
“That afternoon Bulkeley came!
over to tell me the story of the en-|
gagement, When ‘he was lhmus.h |
‘Ke]l\. he sald, ‘We nee
“‘Let’s get shold of um “doc- |
tor,” said. tell him
that This time ft worked. The!
: bole in my finger was stll almost
three “inches long snd about
inch -wide. with some of the ten-
don exposed .ibut in a month it
was hesied, except that I cant!
move my fingerjointsi. 1 had tof
promise them faithfully I would
show up every other dayv for treat-|
ment. but the point of it was If;
igot out of that place.
“Two days later I
boat out on my I
Cortegidor up along B:

took the :u‘
patrol from |
aan oy 1|

 squadron commander rode W bonte i
on patrol, of course was with me
It was & calin ghi~—and chil
Sweaters were comfortable o
our khaw mlumugh i the da
e we shorts or ir
The Teai of the men were barned
black as natives, but 1 was still
pale from the hospital,
“Everything was going well,
in facl §t was monotonsus. Bug
about 25 miles
hell  suddenty

Bulkeley explained to me that
was the main excitement (hese
days—to keep from belng sunk
by your own side—and calmiy
altered course to get ont of
their range, which we coutd tell
by the light of their tracer bul-
ets,

"'Ha\f the time those dumb
bastards - don't--know-friend - from
foe,” he explained.

Five minutes later we saw a
dim _light, Jow in the water, and
headed toward M. Was it a Jap
Janding barge, trying to get ashore

behind General Walnwright's 11nc<'
‘Then . It occurred to us
might be Ensign Plant and the two

s boat who

So without firing we

drew nearer, v\atchlng the light.
“Pre: it began to blink—
dots and dashes, all right, but no
message that we could read. Bulke-
ley; ordered general quarters as a

T
i

cny.
.{ Bulkcley happened to g]m\cc back.
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precaution, and the men

were

“As we got closer, sure enough,

crouching behind their machine|}t war another Janding boat, this

It was about 25 yards away
A _gueer-shaped boat, low iy
the water—and suddenly its light
seat ot
“Bulkeley siond np with the
megaphone. Baat ahoyl' he
calted.  Hr gof a quick answer.
Rr-r-r-r-r-r; They opened on
nim  with machine guns. It
Tooked like a fire hose of {racer

guns,

ing to head far shore. But we
were pouring the fire back nt
them.  Our  four  50-calibers
were  rattling  away, Bulkeley
had picked up an autematic
rifle and was pumplng it iate
them, and even the men dawn
in the engine room, hearing
the row, had grabbed their ri-
fies and come up to fire over
the sides,

w we could see it wns a Jap
barge, packed with maon
4 armor on the bow and the
. arud 1 twisting and turn-
VL o keep those thick steel
ed  toward us. Ol
maneuver was to come
Al der - them
couldn't take

l'u*r
e

o

i o
I nave i where they
. s we vireled them
i d been 4oing on for
{about thirty seconds when 1 heard
w ery nr pain from behind. It w
andicr. I've been hi]
lm mm A Jep bullet had gone
through bath of his ankles. We
putled him out of the cockpit and
latd him down on the canopy.
meanwhile circling the Japs and
pouring the steel down into their
vulnerable sides.  We could soon
we were geting them. The
barge sank lower and lower fn the
water and presently gurgled pnder,
winle we pulled off to lick our own
wounds. Rive first’ aid to Chandler,
and locate_any other boats i the
vic] Surely the Japs wouldn't
aitempt @ landing with & single
barge. Al we Rol, though, was
wore fire {rom our own shore guns

—a swarm of tracers and then
three-inehers began whistling over

ne o!\l i lriding two hundred

s away. Bul we didnt mind.
The Avmy stemed to enjoy 1t, and
it wasn't hurting us.

We fooled around until almost
dawn and were headed for home—
we couldn't have got  Chandler
through the mine ficlds xn the hos

pital until sunrise ans wher

“Through the half-light - he
cold see. bobblng In the swell,
anather low-iving  flat  craft.
Sheuld we go back?  Youwre
damned right we should, the
men said—to gel  even  for
Chandler by sinking some more
af them.

T ooked . nt his head ; wourid. When
to] Inta a: trap. Becatise: the Japs had

Ul“(' appatently leaving the coast
Buiaan, and we opened up on
nm with._every from

ere Expendable

“A queer thing had hap-
pened (o w3, “said Kelly, “We
couldi't be mad any more. Ten
minutes before we'd been pump-
Ing__steel, hating._every. Jap in

four hundred yards away.

“But their return fire was_curi-
ously light and spasmodic  So we
Icloscd to about ten yards, Their
fore had stopped. but their boat
woulint. Our bullets would hit
| armor and engincs—you could
jsee the tracers bounce off and
ricochel one hundred fect into_the
aw, but still it kept going. Sud-
|denly n tracer bit its Tuel tanks—
up they went in a blaze, the mo-
tor stopped, and now the boat was
{only drifting. But even as we
pulled alongside, those Japs, nervy
devils, gave her hard rudder and
tried to ram us, So Bulkeley tosscd
in a couple of hand grenades from
about twenty fect away, and that
took the fight out of them, We
went alongside, and  Bulkeley
jumped aboard her—into about A
foot of water. blood. and oil. for
she was sinking fast. We'd been
firlng  almost  diagonally down
through her sides and botiom.

“She was emply except for three
Japs—must  have discharged her
landing party and been
home. One was dead, two were
wounded, and one of these two wns
a Jap officer.

“Bulkeley hnd his 45 In his hand
when he jumped aboard. and im-
medintely “this Jap officer went 'to
his_knces and began to cnll, *Me
surrender!—Me surrender'!”

“He was talklng fast,” said
Buikeley  little grimly, "and
he had his hands stuck up very
high and stiff, and that ought
to stop the myth abaut how
Japs are too nsble ever to
surrender. I put a line around
his shoulders and we hoisted
him sboard the 34 boat.

“Then I.began rummaging around
In that sludge for papers, brlel
cases, and . knapsak: lected,
among other i things, - the muster
list of the:ianding party and their
operations * plan. . before the
sank hcnath mc—KcIIv pullcd me

headed |

bont | 1o

the world, Now we were sorry
for théss 1wo, thcy wers 5o
abject, sitting there on the
deck—lttle half-pint guys—the
youngest bay in our crew looked
Lked . fuli-grown man beside
them. Our crew all came up
to take a look. People had
been scared of these guys? It
seemed impossible! Any man
could handle two of them in a
fight, There they were, avold-
ing our eyes, and yet we had
to hand K to them—they'd put
up a damned’ good fight. And
our crew were very much Im-
pressed by how much a few
men can do It they're willlng
to dle, The little private who
sat there pulfing the cigarette
had five holes in
“Quite a few officers were walt-
g for us on the dock; they'd
watched our fight from an observa-
tion post on Bataan but couldn't
make out from the trancers what
wns going on or how it came out.
“We had quite & time loading
Chandler and the Japs nto the
ambulance, because ihe forecastle
was stippery with blood. It soaked
Info the sneakers We wcre Wearing
until we could hardly stand up, and
by the time the Japs were loaded,
it was all over our hands and

pants.

“The smbulance doctor, glancing
at them, sald he thought the Jap
officer would pull through. but tha¢
there wasn't much chance for the
little private pufling the cigarette.
Matter of fact, he died on the way
to the field hospital at Little
Baguio.”

“You never know when you're
golng to run into satd

BLONDIE

HM=YOL'RE, THE. TVPE —
BUT THE, PHOTO CALLS
FOR A GIRL WITH HER

Bulkeley. “A couple of

lnter. I was riding the 41 boat
on routine patrol off the West
Const of Bataan. When we began
get near. to Bluiptican Point,
the cntraee to Sublc, we cuc It

down

into his-b
“One of our:men. was stﬂndlng
guard over . the “Jap  eaptain . with
a 45, and the:captain: was:kneeling
itk -his ‘eves :closed. . waiting . for
what' hie “was: sure . would = be  the
tinal shot... He - would -hardly_be-
Heve :{t. wash'ticoming .ven; when:I
ped . the” oil out :of . his: eyes-and

he . found : we ' weren‘t : goln
shoot him, he got-a-llttle surly; Thc
t

the least s noj:

before 10 o'clock, I spotted a
Jap ship which- scemed “to be lying
to, near shore,...We called general
quarters and-begnn sneaking up on
her—still:;using . only . one . englne
until; we ' got ;. within i about - 2500
yards,; Then i we:gave : everything
the :giin:angd: roared:ins~but:almost
welomefor:.us,

prepared:a little

soldier ; asked & for: &' cig 3
when 1 - offered & the Jap captain
one, he shook :his: hedd:: Pratended
e didn’t . speak :Engllsh, butiwhen

i ngly:.the
bilt' tovaitrap-Stiiey ;lind i floating
ehtanglementa d i wires i the
water whie:mighitifoil:our. propcll-

target:for

they got-him : back ; to
ligenee - found thezspoke : plent
wouldn't: tell: them': ab¥ thifig

it

OUT:-OUR. WAY

By Ji R WILLIAMS

Tntels | evs’

I'M GETTING OUT
OF - THE:WAY -~ THAT
MULE INTENDS TO BUCK!
IS SHE  HARD TO STAY
ON WHEN: SHE

BUCKS 2

o, 5%

¥ acuf

ENQOUGH SO DAT

DE HARDEST FART.

1S TER STAY ON:WHEN

YOU KNOW HER IN-
TENTIONS

B THE. BEARD
oF THE PHARAC,, /-

~~ HOW COLLD THAT

SLIP MN MIND 2
—-—-—EGAD’ %uREL\!
IN 'n-\& Poc:\AET

DONT BLOW AFUSE,
MATJOR/~\OUR NOBE
HAS GONE AS PALE
A% A FROSTED LIGHT

FOR“THE- CLCKO00-

TO POP OUT OF

LAST SUMMER!
DLCK PANTS 2

HIS FE'Z’

(heif. bhtlenies. W saw themust
m i alia now: we saw ! they; were
trying to unbnlt the me—bccnuw
umr Di Shipwas ving s’ wake;
LD K Il ch undcr W&).
M A thounand . Yards. we
aiir. Hirst: torpedo, - and : it
)md Ratdly hit: the waier . be-
fore (e Jap sbip anrned up on
s withi a7 pomi hey'd
Voeri . plaviig | posum: wnlllng
for;usii Bul S what ; (he: he
we' wantéd (o helsure  we'd
atolen:.thie:balt:from  that trap,
W0 we went right:on’{n, ahc
of {our own ;i torpedo, - and . let
her'have:another .aL:four hun-
dred: yards:iThen" I gave hard
rudder and as we {urned abeam
of _her;- wesprayed -her decks
with _the 50 every man
on board picked up ‘a rifle and
began pumplng at her—just for
the hell : of .it—and. the Japs
were dishing-it right back, but
not for many seconds. Because
all of a sudden—Ram! It was
our first torpedo striking home,
and pleces of wreckage fell in
the water all around us. The
expiaston gave us our first clear
look at her. She was—or had
“been untl then—a modern,
streamlined 6,000-ton auxiliary
reraft carrier. Pretty expen-
alve balt for any (rap,

But, the Japs werent through
with us. A battery of about half &
dozen 3-inch guns opened up on
us from the shore—by the flashes.,
we could ste they were pumping it
to us a3 fast as they could load,
and they certainly took our minds
off our other troubles. So with
big splashes all around us, We
exceuted that naval maneuver tech-
nically known ns gettng the hell
out of there, swerving, weaving,
avolding those damned wire mets,
and trying to figure out where the
Japs would place their next artil
lery shots, to make sure we wouldn'c
be under them—giving her every
ounce of gas we could stuff into
those six thousand horse: unm
we ~wer1 - out--of - range. thinl
the Japs weve getting tred of us
MTB's, and risked exposing that
ship’ to rid fhemsclves of & nuls-
ance

Next -~ Chapter:
Bring News.

Submarines.

STARTLING!
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WASH TUBBS
THAT, AT THE TWE MAY

Mm,m Tb L!MNA T“OUSMID THINGS
SEEM FOOLIE] Youli, LEAW EVE Y THNG FROM HO\
DISMANTLE A NAZI MACHWE GUN TO THE LATES'

GERMAN SLANG AND THE GOOSE STE

POPEYE, | BROUGH
YOU & PICTURE, IT'
MI(JHT HELP

ey o chmts }
TE WD MUSTANG
rau'\als sms-

TS
BUCKED OFF s

GE Ty

WALLEY, THERES JUST ONE POINT

IN F£02 OF NOUR SCHEME 10 TAKE

1u1’ mws AN KIT) U5, WERE
€T & GRAND RATZBERRY

sz c;. #’_LOST OH TE DESERT.

=gy

Startling events : bring
thrills and suspense to
the action-packed comle
“Wash  Tubbs,” now
starring

CAPTAIN EASY

Read It every day in

FoR
STRIKE FOR HEHER WaAGes.

anr

WE_AIGH TAL 1T INTO
SIDI GAZOOK TOTA A
PRISONER WITH A COUPLE
OF BULLET HOLES ® M 1iiL
7| WKE THE EDGE OFF. THEIR
WELCOME.

WORRY,
IVE GOT IS
LONC-HANDLED

FOR M

THAT LITTLE SLICKER ! GHE
T BATH: WATER £ROM
ARD WITH. MY WEIST

AND T THOTGNT




