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By Dorollzy :Thompson

fool, on French ‘soll, was arreatéd,” court-martinled.” and’ cen-
tenced to death by Nogues, and escaped only because the order

WASHINGTON
JCOR dasy rumors have been circulaling as to who kilied
Admiral Darlan. The name on numcrous lips is that of a to cease firing was executed before he was.
yonng nrhmrrn who helonged to the roy valist “Action Fran- I, however, the mmamin wasa’ Vich
. y' man,’ the
calse” and can be presumed 1o have been scist,  All the natural constquence of such a scandal*would :be a great

“mall detatls about the person named chedk with the meagor
official statements about the assassin. He was In the eatly fhake-up In Rorth Alrica, and the removal of Vichy people

on:at all cxcept the one ol “Fre
indeed,: rio” stéps: Have been taken
to'now, he nu refused to see de Galle

Bome ;of ; the :men ‘arrested  weré: clearly: anu-l"nscls

twentics and bad an Itallan mather.
owever, the assassin eame from these circles one

from posts of authorlty.
of the ofticers Vichy men? Uniess ¥ am’wrongly Informed
the answer s no,

according ; to' | Giraud,’; they: helped Foitr; troops’ to
i others,: he’ sald,” were | pro-German; 50 there could not av
been : one : plot, involving ; twelve  men: ot ke minid,

The questlon :ls: :Are not most

Not more than:ten:per:cent of ihem

plots or ; the “susplcion  of . tWo:And-<{t  would see: i
Giraud canriot make .up:his'mind:onwhom:to rely; He
‘a.: political . vacuum=—sornebody or  something 'and : o
opponents move into’ political: vacuums:::

Obviously it cannot go ‘'on Hke this, Mﬂlhﬂl

wonders why the facts have been suppressed. The first ques-
tons, ef course, are: Are our authorities exercising the cen-
sorship? Or is it the French authorities? And, if so, who
arc the French authorities?

Amml'nnlly the initiative in the suppression came
E:

are, Nine tenths of them wonld follow :any:good French
leadership, Actually, they and thelr men-are fighting in
Tunisia, {n much Iarger numbersithan there are Amerl~
cans and Pritish, and wlth great bravery despite the lack
of modern equipment, s

news dispatches credited to 1t or not otherwise credited to this paper, and also
the—local N lished—t

Kuterec as sroond-class matier at the Post Ofix
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we aro
authorities ang our authorities, by courtesy, having a:rough tlme on the Tunislan front. The Axls,
tolhhara(cd 'lllc head of Ihe IV author! 2 pa
Atclea is General Giraud, But the General s a mew-
comer in North Aftlca. he Is
e depends upon the Restdent Ganeras Noguer and Geneml
Chatel, governor of the colonics.

Now, {f the assassin was a Fasclst sympathizer one can
readily see why Nogues and Catel would wish the fact sup-

It also seems that Lhc valﬂnatlon 6t .why  Darlan ' was
hosenfir tz ot T
We are told it was w save uvu. But the cease fire order was
made two days before we made the agreement with
Darlan. So Darlan was installed, as we belleve that things
would go more smoothly with him, and his sudden removal
was o great embarrassment. It was a proof that Fascists
not won over fust by winning over one of their lelder&—-ﬂ

Foste—ty
Behing onr unu, to mr ipthe native populationte vevol
The Axis was letlve ln North-Africa‘jears:before the: war,
even,

In such & sﬂtuntlon we_have {0 declde, either to'{ake
¢ governmerit-ourselves az an’occupying 195es, 5 e8! -
Hsh: in: power Prenchmen’: Who : politically belnng withiugzand

pressed.  For they were also Vichy men a short time ago, and

The Answwor

U.'S. dirmen Make Fighting
“Lulls” Pay Heary Tolls

Fxcept for the snow-covered fronts
in Russia, the battlefronts of the world
i might seem to be caught 1”& lull of

the great tlde of war: nowhere elsc
is there to be seen the stirring drama
of attack in force. But over Tunisia’s
barren hills and New Guinea's steam-
ing jungles men are fighting and dying,
our cause is being won. Hall & world
apart, new Amcrican airmen in new
. ‘American planes are answering a high
_ challenge and a low fear.

President . Roosevelt, revlewlng the
war:and:locking into the future, fore-
sawthe' flerce action in the skies:
SThe Nazis and Fascists have asked for
W and .they ;are going fo get it. We
and the British and the Russians will
kit them from the air heavily and re-
Tentlessly «vo-Now our aim is fo force
the Japanesc to fight .. This year we
intend “to: advance.”

. But:there have' been' fears as. well,
Lonidon's :Daiiy :Mall ‘deplored -the slow-
dowii i1 North " Afeica: . “If Spring finds
uz ¢l bogged down:in . Tunisia,

emy will -have won valuable time and

. considerable : victory.” - And . Repre-
sentative:Melvin'Maas wrung his hands
over fighting 'in the Pacific;. “Wé have
been ! fighting desperately o hold -a
beach-head ‘arid:have lost :a - pood-sised
Aleet in''the ‘effort.” : Those ‘were érles:
or & sidden world-wide offénsive; stop-
ping at'nothing.

In’ the past few days medium bombers
have torniat: Blzerte: and: Tunisiand
‘pounded * the fléeing | Rommel ; from’ the
rear; swift'Lightnings: have:blasted the

In neither theater are the United Na:
lons * winning: great:: victories,” but: in
each the enemyiis paying ‘a" terrible toll
for his' privilege i of : maintaining :con=
tact. i And i the pricepajd “in" Tunisia
and New Gulnes wiil” serlously * reduce

trengihifor deferise:of. the homas.

the

draft or a universal service act. but
rigid control of war workers to kill ab-
senteclsm of war workers, and a full-
seale  national  campalgn  to  reduce
fatalities and waste througly acetdents.
‘The twin dangers at ‘home are great,
and. growing.

The BPinch

New Gas Ration Edict Ansiwers
A Year-Old Warning By Ickes

The latest Impact of gas rationing
upon the Ilife of Amerlcans is obviously
no joke, it cuts too deeply. It was be-
stowed upon us by no fairy princess;
such restriction goes with war as does
death. It also came as & temporary
expedlent, a stopgap necessity born of
inefficiency or wilful neglect in:Wash-
Ington. This ' suspeision of ::all o=
essential driving is an cmergeney meas-
ure: it will pass; but’if will alse return,

Wae . trustthat it wﬂ‘l return in:an-
otherform,  for: the ipollcing iof. stréets
and rhighways @ Insénforéément’ of the
new "order,’ though' it compels ‘obediciice

“through fear,  seems  nelther the i best
nor;the Amérlean way toward dontrol:
Thie :public’ {8¥assured thal  the riced 1y
Eredt,: farithe Eastistiffers in cold¥and
isithis? constrained : to obey. ®
aremorally icertam’ thatiiheinewisyss
tem dnvites Sviolation;

get awayswithiilinbeading of. theé sul=
fering i Eastior  the nghung me
the’ world:

For ourselves, we welcome L]\n

ing.
ton; i there s in' Hesd. for:

Why," the: qiiestion’ sl was {hery
a%lapse i between Harold Tekes' vecogii=
tioni-of {the danger ol ‘an Easternishori=
age almost a’year ago. andifinal aclion
toirelleveithat shortage:

Whatever the answer to'that qucstion;

)L seems i ta i follow f that i the: responsi=

bility for inept imethads of ‘eontrol £l
upon’ Washington;:and {ihat: tlie rmcns
fhansas

But: we:

that thousands
williliidulge {intallithe: driving they can’ :

their is full of them,

Early In 1942 Petaln undertook a purge in North Africa
ousting every known Republican and pro-ally officlal.
course, some remained, whose sympathics were not so well
known; for instance, General Berthouard, who is now in
America as the eader of a military mission to arrange for
the transfer of more cquipment. But it is only hy good luck
that he is here, for he joined the Allles the moment they seb

o §d Ness

Push The War

By Samuel Grafton
NEW YORK
l DO not believe In an-intemmational air force to police the world after
the war. It Is & gadget. The world demands, speclfically, at the
moment. that the Fasclsts of North Afriea be put into jail &nd the
Democrats let out. For any of our Government war-
skip blithely over that spot situation, and to Jeap, wheceeee! into an
indefinite future and toward an indefinite intcrnational afr force is
another examplc of the old game called broadening out the ssue until
you Xese it
Better that one Fascist in French North Africa be rendered harm-
less now, than that a hundred be cowed by an international air force ten
years hence,

Toa Wuch o our war-aims thinking depends on this mysterlous
hen(al procest which might sl be ealled ship-the-present, A

acky e b i Fascists and pro-Vichyites surrounds General
Glrond i mimtte, Nten of simiiac mind o the day-ta-day govern-
ing . in almost every viliage and town (hroughout the area, They
have ; dismayed . our - American . llitary _officers and shocked our
forclgn corresponderits. . They represent-an Instant, pressing, horrid
threat-to our war, and lo our world unit

There' s no - alficlal plan.“so far ‘As-I.know, to do anyihing aboit
Ahese:ornamental idregs ;of . French :society... In the absence of such &
Platic 02 svaishocking @ instance ; of . skIpping . the nasty. controversial
Preseiity fid sgolgifor a’ joy-ride i the cool,ithe blue, the non-con-

alik?aboyt :an international :air force, later on, ta
- precisely those’ types about™ whom:we-are-doing.
ight new!
e nt American correspondent - (and particularly | CBS's
arlen Collin‘wnnd) Hins” beehiirécording : his - horeat iat ¢ Fnclsl
e of  the ‘léading eléments : Around - Giraud. . Well,
resident’ Wallace; talking abnut the pmhlem

tozIeave e present : pos:
tinictiohing i positions:of power in North Africa.
HpUEHEWe Te about: those ; unknown, . unborn  Fasclst - babes
e Iulum And 16w ‘ensy i werare on . the .well-known, middle-aged,
14 now actually:inour lmu(lx in the present|

1 admire Vice:President Waltace” hilénsely. -1t 15 -becausc. of ‘a
decpifeellngitor: him that i1 'Am ‘compelled ta call on him to consider
Whelher: this: pallerniof “escape’: inlo . the casy, non-controversial
tiituFi oes fiot ibég: e whole question of war alms, and come close
to7wiakiiig I linprobable: that:that tuture witl ever arlse,

1f we Tender Faschim hWirmlcss ns we come to It, we won't necd an
fhternational aif contro! it niter the war. If we do not. i
WLl [robably :be’ Inzafposttion o krep us from cver setting up such
wiforor/ ;1 sad piit Frénch: Faschan under lock and key right now; that
157 war aim;-but:1 defy anybody to call It dreamy, or to make u funny
Juke about 4t

Wemust wl(ch Ulr escape “to- the future as’ carcfully s we

hnda in:the:months:to: come.

Fewere Shoriage

Manporwer-Leaks Are 'at Homte,
And Are of and By the Worker
The natlon’s cocern over ‘its' man-

power..shortage.-has come upon new
days; the emphasis now is not on finding

Br-Nature-arsount
minor . factor. .. We .. welcome sLx'mpan
restriction .as“an - indication ” that . the
American public 18- finally being taken
into-war, but:we deplore- the cantinued
stalling,. botching :and. inefflciency.

FLast Strase

Despairing Farmers.
Handed Wi

LaborShy.

more »but on conserving and
- directing it, There was a time, not long
2go,iwhen:a New Dea! dreamer burst
out: with :the :wild proclamation that
Wwo were ' serfously short of men—we
Needed :about ten times our present
_popillatlon . to" fight this war. That
suggestion---passed - for what
:worth, and the world moved on.
Now .the National Safety Council.
studying the record (which
shows that six times as many Ameri-

it was -

pping New Quotas

You don't have to dream up a pie-
ture of the stale faymer on Farm
Moblllzation Day; the Department of
Agriculture’s War Board and AAA have
already passed out the quotas. The
hard-working producer will take time
off to listen with-a-solemn-face;- a-man-
devoutly determined to do his part
for the war program. But when he
hears the new appeal the farmer will
have to break out in laughter, or tears.

Cans Wefe killed Inhome accidents as
.were ost in battle betwecn Pear Har-
bor:and North Africat has maoved into
a’great campalgn to cheek the aceldent
toll, at. home and in the factory. The
goal ix the reclamation of those 450,-
000,000 man-days lost annually through
accidents.

On another front, there is no fight,
and waste and lost time continues to
exist.. At an alarming rate absentce-
Ism hds grown in the nations war
plants. - Time reported that 26 per cent
+of Boeing’s. workers were absent g the
@ay after Christmas. On the same day,
“one plant in Detroit was misus 70 per
€ént.of Its employees; 11,000 were
missing at Douglas Atrcraft

That criminal waste of American re-
sources Is not due to n ct, ar to lac
‘of . Governmental control. o
vital plants are simply not sti
their jobs because the war still comes
second with them; a poor second. On
the .day after payday, Timc says, al-
most every war plant sufiers from a
lack of manpower. In huniing seuason,

after holidays of nll kinds, men and
women forget their wurl

This:ls a responsibifity that Labor
leaders - have been unable W assume,

Thusfar, the Govermment has made
6 attemply to check the alarming trend,
%xcepti through pgushes of publicity,
triotic pleas and the like. The remedy
thé “manpower shortage now would
#oeni to be s0 much.a stepped-up

Government  agents  have already
asked South Carolina farmers (and the
message goes for the South as a whole)
to buckle down for 43 and Increase pro-
duction of crops by as much as 80 per
cent. At that, the consclentious man
of agriculture will either throw up his
hands and move to town, or It it pass
with a grin and go about tending his
acres as best he can.

Last vear saw records broken {n farm
production fover $4.000.000.000 in North
Carelina). and also in loss of farm labor.
The draft, war plant jobs and travel-
ing employment agents picked thou-
sunds of workers off the nation's pro-
ductive land. The problem of the
farmer sinee Summer has been to get
help. any kind of help, for harvesting,
In planting season, he must have more,
or he will fail far below the level of
10942,

And it's going teo scem to the hard-
pressed men of the soil that their Gov-
crnment, so thoughtful of them tn the
past ten vears, must have forgoticn that
war has fallen heavily upon the country-

side. IUs all very well. this call for
more and more farm production, bui
1t would make a sight more sense to

the farmer 3 someone could tell him
how he was going to raise 80 per cent
more peanuts and slhughter 50 per cent
more cattle with his sons in the Army
and his hired man off In a defense
plant. It won't make sense to him.

TR the future calls, with

a Fascist committed the crime.
But {f the assassin was an anti-Fasclst it la proof that
we_cannot quench the -hostllity .to . Fascism by enlisting
Fascists in our ranks,
General Glraud could not open alt the concentration camps
s long as North Africa is in the hands u! & Fasclst or para-
cist administration.

Apparently, General Giraud has no polltlcnl base to stand

thinkers to

are unquestionably reliable.:: What . we:cannot:tolerate, in:the
Jong run.-1s-so0 unclear a- situation.

.. Flnally,ali- sorts :of ;rumors :are  bound: to breed: in the
vactum: created : by ; the ‘outright : censorship "of  obviotsly: im<
portant political facts.:: There certainly ought:to be anAnglo=
American : agreement - reached i regarding po“t\cnl strategy ;in
North-Africa.:: But apparently there as yet has been:no agrees
ment :evenito come ; to . agreement i And : General sde: Gaulle's
visit to'America:has again been postponed.:

It;1s quite undersiandable that .

“Ir’s No ]oy Rlde Oul Here Euher,mBud"’

_.Ey Htrblack—

iren Tgong.- bed ir atd gonﬁn A
men who da nat agree on anything can agrec on. an internntional
air_farce, because when they do so, they are stll not agreelng an

anything.

515N he harsh, the ugly, the unappetizing now ‘that the decislon
1+rally belng made. There must be a clash of views, and there must
be astriggle, and one view must triumph over the other, or else we shall
be deciding nothing but our inability to declde.

Visitin® Arvommd

The Twleegood Swicegoods
(RFD item, Lexington Dispatch)

M. J, O, Swicegood, and one of her 7. varictles of beautiful dnugh«
e in the city shopping Wednesdny afternoon. These Bwicegood
folk are f{inc neighbors; always glad to sce them well and happy,

Side Glances

PR 1043 NY KEL SERVICE, e, T W, BEC U, 3. PAT. OFF.

“Would you mind watehing the children until my
husband gets home? 1 just received an cmergency
hospital nuxsuuz call, and you know how it is—the
war comes first: .

EHlow To Keep "'Em BDown

- By Reymond :Clapper

WASHINGTON
T IS n definite war alm"that the Axis shall be dis-
armed and kept dlsarmed. We may argue about
setting up & TVA on the Danube. The opposition
may try to challenge President Roosevell’s objective
thal thiere shall be johs nnd veasonable security for
men and women afler the war, but every thme any-
body says there must be no repetition of this war,
he s suylng that the Axis must be disarmed and:
must be kept disarmed.
President Roosevelt made that an emphatic
point In bls annual message. When he said we
had leatned that peace could mot be maintalmed
by good (ntentions alone, he was (alking the
practical common sense that the Axls must bo perations
licked by force—which he now regards as a cor- of Axis
tainty—and that )t must be kept from bullding uf In the c\cm Af Axis contry was enught violating
another - war -machine to make.athird try for prohibitions agalust disarming, . the Uniied- Notianta
world conguest. &;}vr hy. ﬂm)ld. oen e " ORI
od will Tequire eomeorted traffic and communication, sealing o !mnl(crs,
ncuon"b’§°i{1’e°'v’fuﬁ?ﬁn‘ii?f.‘3." gcrlumlyﬂln view of the Notlce would he glven of bomblug intentions ngainst
record only the United Natlons, co-operating, could offending areas. For instance allow one week, after
hope to keep Germany, Japan - gnd Italy frnm re- which bombing would begin.
avming as Germany . did fter the last war, No ona Ruthless methods will he necessary It the
can take the posiifon . that the Axls must be kept encmy I8 nol to rearm and make another iry as
disarmed and’ at the ‘sume tme oppose American Germany did before. We must Invoke them for
participation in the responsibility for seeing that the our xel!—delemr. As Mr, Roosevelt sald, wars
Axis does not rearm. Isolatlon will mean telling Ger- grow In sire, death and destructlon, and in the
many 1 come and take it frevltabllity 'of engulfing all nations In tnverse
Mr, Roosevelt did net go Into detall fn his ratlo to the shrinking size of the world as a
message but he has been mul over possible result of alr power,
methods. The Axis countries would be forbldden Jupans blow nt Pearl Harbor. Is nothing to the
to make alrcraft or tanks, for Instance. United blow that she would be able to Jay dawn on the
Natlons Inspeclors would be assigned o check Paocific Coast with the airplanes and carrlers of the
Axls industrial. plants to be sure that parts were Tuture, Weapolls now coming into exiatence are such
not belng made surreptitiously, Any vlelation of that we dare not allow them to be i the hands of
prohibitlons agalnst arms manufaclure in Axis dangerous nelghbors, Holding them I our hands
countries would bring guick punishment.” will nr;ThIel the lit‘\nﬁr;m‘)lc m\’l.;nns o police 8 peace
must _be a cardinal principle in any such en- -more firmly and with less effort than would have
rorcéytncnl that the punlsh’:m*nl. be quick and rure. been considered possible 25 years ago.
"That i3 more llkely to stop trouble thon A wavering, - Wheh we sy that the Axls must not be per-
uncertain course. Japan in Manchukuo, Mussolini in milted to rearm we are talking the practical seif-
Ethiopta, and Hitler " um Rbineland and in Aus- ¢ defense that the alrpiane has made possible and
tria an mbled on and necessary.

Quote, Unquote

uniforms’ and civillan clothes and

attempted o penctrate blocks oc-

cupled by our (roops and fire at

Red Army men from behind.

—Sovie" correspondent on capture
of Vellkie Luki,

Your efforts have contrlbuted
greatly to the success In many
actions of your submarine in

diviston among the other countries. Becawre of that
iChiesitation smong their enemies they got away with
thelr aggressive nioves.

fo the. (hinking now Is along the Une of 5
having an Internatlonsl abr authorlly, as Vice- K
President Wallace recently suggested, Interna-
tional_autharitles could be set up much like the
New Yark Port Authority. The Axis rountries
wauld not be permiticd to build or own or ope:
ate alrcraft of any kind. The lne between civil
and military craft s too nagrow. The Unjted
Natlons would turnish commerclal ale transporta-
ilon scrvice for those countries _because that is_
economically desirable.” But the air flelds,* the
opcrations, llle whole control would be kept out

L(eul. Chester W. Nimitx Jr.

W It was the world thac
hllcd ll\(l that the suffering and
war of Lhe past few years {a the
Depnlty It 15 paying for ita fallure,
~-Vice-President Henry Wallnce,

‘There is a deplorable ten-
dency among us Amerlcans to
cling _overlong (o youlh. -
anylhing .more futicrous than
the middlc-aged woman who
tries o act Kittenish or the
middle-aged man who dresaes
and acts ms college hoys nre
supposed to but seldom do out-
side the movies

You must nol forget  that
war Ix a matter of change and
hasard and thal what _ls. true
today may not.bs trie’ tomer-

—Dr, Frank il Terrls, Cleveland  sinking or damaging much ene- Loda
. my shipplag. —WPB Execullve  Ferdinand
The Germans donned Red Army  ~Adml  Chester - W. Nimlts (o Ebersiadt,




