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Quaint Sysiem

Georgia’s Unit Vote Made
To Order for Demagogues

Georgia Jeltisoned Gene, !t looks as
‘this is written, with the haggard AP
‘bureau in Atlania sull tab-tab-tabulat-
z and still tearing its halr at the
owness of the returns from the out-
lying precincts which Georgla is full of.
The declsive manner In which Gene was
refected shows up in the total vote,
hich is running nearly 60-40 in Ar-
nall's favor, and for a wonder it shows
even more in the unit vote, which
15 . what counts.

That unit sysiem is worth an aster-
18k, inasmuch as it helps to explain
Talmadge's three previous terms. Geor-
gla, like North Carolina, is a state of
many countles—159, we make ‘em—
ranging in population all the way from
metropolitan  Fulton (Atlantay  wih
500,000 or so inhabitants to tiny Echols
with its 3,000 souls. Between these 150
counties are divided 410 unit votes, ap-
portioned according to their population
6! halt a century ago, with no county
having more than six unit votes, no
county less than one.

Thus the voters in half a dozen
sparsely inhabited countics may can-
el out the expression of a hundred
imes their number in the urban coun-
Hes. And thus it is that Gallused Gene,
itching his appeal to the backcountry
»oys, has been able Lo hold sway. Thus
00 it is that the unit system, being the
arbiter of the unit system and disin-
slined toward reapportionment, has
been able to perpetuatle itself. .

‘When any man, no matler the size
of his popular vote, wins Georgia's unit
vote, it can safely be said that hr was
the choice of the whole danged state.

A Fumblo:
“‘Meat Rationing Plan May Be
Price of Pampering

Meat rationing, now out in the open
after months of closed-door planning,
3 receiving a loud natlonal chorus of
protest. The step, dealers insist, would
not have been necessary had the Ad-
ministration acted courageously in the
beginning and pegged livestock prices
¢arly in the OPA program. The looming
ghortage is caused, spparently, because
packers, wedged between: high prices on
one hand and retail ceiling priccs on the
other, are refusing to buy for marketing
at & loss.

And many a big herd In the year of
record production still wanders in pas-
ture, awaiting a day of even higher
prices for the farmers. For months, the
CGovernment has been taking (for Army,
Navy and Lend-Lease! from 40 ta 60 per
cent of beel and pork, and instructing
dealers that with the remalnder they
ust care for civilians and. Army camps
their territory.

For the year, the country will produce
er 24 billion pounds of meat; but the
emand will go over 27 bilion pounds,
ence the shortage, and henece ration-
ng. The suggested rations of Scereta
Sckard are not severe. Two and a haif
pounds per week ls the 1930-40 averape,
reat Britain's ration 15 a pound prr
eek, Germany's twelve ounches, Italy
ree to four ounces.

But comparisons and figures will not
Hsfy the meat dealers: they
tsfy consumers when ratloning does
me. - If there Is a suspiclon tand there
are grounds for 1t here) that the first
food rationing program was necrssitated
By lack of foresight or will to acton the
riof the Administration, 1t will be
Doorly recelved.
The populace, plainly cnough, will net
alk “at sacrifices, but
e kind of sacrifice the people want to
e however, 1s the kind that will
p i winning the war—not to cover
forithe Adminlatration. This may
1 be the final provoking blow it takes
stir ‘protest against Washington's un-
ted  pampering of farm Interests.
use this one, after all, strikes In
dining room, and at madam’s pock-
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Holy Smeokel -
Congress Gives Priority to
Rallots Over Bullets

One bill that Congress appears dispos-
ed to put ithrough slam-bang, come heil
or high water, is that which would al-
low men in the armed forces to vote on
November 3 for candidates for Federal
office, which is to say for Senators and
Congressien. A goad deal has been
safd against the provisions of thils bill
permitting soldiers to vote “notwith-
standing any provision of stale law re-
Jating to the rcgistration of quallfled
vaters” and without meeting the poll-
tax requirements which still obtaln in
seven Southern states, South Carolina
among them.

But not very much has becn sald
about the bill from the standpoint of
the mititary intelligence which it would
give away and the further burden it
would place upon an overloaded Army
and Navy.

To men in the service, lnc}uding men
averseas, would go an tnvitation:ts vote,
Back would come post cards requésting
a ballot, and these post cards would bear
the names and military addresses, which
is {0 say the identity of outfits and their
location at home or abroad. (Such in-
formation is expressly forbidden to be
published. and has no business in any
case, on a post cardi. The sceretaries
of the 48 states would then have in their
possession a compendium of information
about our troops overseas, about the dis-
pasal of air squadrons, paratroopers, ar-
tillery, naval establishments and 50 on,

The secrelaries of the 48 states may
be honorable men all, and disereet, There
is in the occupation, however, nothing
which suggests that they should be de-
stgnated by Congress the repository
of military intelligenee which the Army
and Navy are at pains to withhold,

Passage of this bill, as the War Depart-
ment has pointed out to the Speaker of
the House, "would impede military func-
tions  and might  result in divelging
seeret information” of the location and
strength of our o . Bul Congress
deterred? Not a bit of it. This Is one
bill the boys are going to ram through
before election in hopes of picking up a
few votés for themsclves.

§ondact

There Will Conte the Rub
In Ruce Relations

Sometimes, when racial feeling Harves
up, we almost shudder at the nature
of the problem which the South has to
face.

Take the dispraceful incidents on the
Southern Rallway's through train en
route to Memphls, Abeard were a num-
ber of delegates to a Negro Baptist con-
vention, some of them oceupying & spec-
Jally-chartered Pullman, others in day
caaches The traln was made up in
such a way that botween the Nepro day
and the special Pullman there
v coaches for whites, and when
the Negrors would visit from one car ta

the other, pashing through the white
cars, it made the white people angry,
After awhile two white men rose up
and aulted a 76-year-old Negrn, a
doctor tprobably D, D+ [rom Hartford,
Conn. They struck him in the face,
soeyes and lips and breaking

Another Nemro  preacher

flram Washinglony w
as fie v

s Ukewise slruek
on hls way (o the dinlng car,
where, aceording to a elear-cut Supreme
Court rullng, he had every right (o go
In the lark of separate facilitics “for
Negraes ouly, - -

But it is not the whites who are likely
fo be found in dining cars from whom
tment of this kind will come,
¢ place, as in this case, in the
eoaches,

And the issues that will
cerbate relations between the two
accs in the South are not those aca-

demile oncs of equivalent facilities for
Blgher education, fustice for the Negro
In courts of law, or even, unless both
races are stupider than they have any
right to be, the franchise. No, the white
race, as a whole, Is willing, even anxious,
to the Negre along in hls own
sphere. Tt will be from personal con-
tacts on trains, b streets, i plants
and stores that trouble may come un-
Iess, with reasonable hope for the fu-
ture and regpect for the past, the two
TACES act to provent it.

et

The Army life makes the young man
aver. !
the glrl, and has ta be redone,

Then he comes home and marries

Flole Card

C lnoue Of Words

By Paul Mallon

WASHINGTON

JF. ROOSEVELT did not submit his wage-prics
progenin to Congress as planned, All he sald to

Congress was «n effcct):

ou repeal that shnoxious
farm-price Intlating law within
three weeks, and allow me freely
to move agalnst our rlsing

(hreat of Inflation disaster, or 1

wHl put my program Into cltecl,

regardiess of your restrictions.”

Something happened the last few
days before the messnge to cause a
change In White House plans.,

The President’s trouble-campro-
miser. Judge Roseman, had sub-
mitted to Mr. Rooscvell several rec-
ommendations for Exccutlve nction
without Congression approval. These headed up (o-
ward inauguration of an overall economic control
bonrd, made up of varlous Governmient chiefs (M-
Nutt, Henderson, Davis, Eccles, Nelson, Wickard),

Mr. Roosevell, tired of creating super-bonrds on
top of fallures, and mindful of some jnner criticlam,
then scemed to awerve toward naming a chatrman
of the board with such strong pewers that he cotild
be popularly known as a czar over prices and wages.

For that job he possible had decfded upon a man
not. (oo much of n laborite, ar farm hlor man. la be
uspected of favoritism In administering wages and
prices.

Precumably he wanled someone wha woulkl
lish the confidence of the country (Haruch

and
Lehiman being mentloned In most of the newspaper

accounts, although seme threw in the Nimes of JJuse
tice Douglas and other left-leantng New Dealers who
did not (i the requivement, or McoNutt, who is
slready running for President, In 1944,

LWhen Mr, Roosevelt tried this program out en
Congressmen in advance, he ran into obfections,
mainly from (he farm bloc. Some of them, like Sena-

tor Norrls of Nebraska, spoke out publicl
A tay or two before the Prestdent was scheduled
(n speak, Narvis openly warned him Congress would
ine hell” Af he thus ttampled on its coustitutional
prefogatives.
%0 the President decided ta glve them three wecka
to do it the regular way, their way—if they coukl
s threat to do 1t anyway by October 1 implied

his awn doubl that the farm bloc would relent and
let him do B

No one now doubts the wisdom of freezing wages
and prices. It should have been dene nlne menths
ago, when the war started, as Bernard Baruch (still
ihe falrest and smartest economist in contact with
Mr. Roosevelt) then told the White House.

The part of it that Mr, Roosevelt did not tell in
his messnge, and the story with which the farm bloc
men have jusilfied theibselves for their own selfish
polilies, is that Mr, Roosevell was not holding dewn
the unlons.

His varlous laber boards let xome union wages
ense up higher along n cast-of-living yardstick—and
in the pending Geneval Motors case a laboer board
panel even went beyond the cost of living justifica
tion far a further wage increa: The farm hloc

fou are letting the unlon get theirs; we will get

‘This weakness in the President’s position still pre-
While his prescutation nf the
ges and pilces §s stratghtfor-
and his plan (o act carries
open-handed tone, he did not sy
he whl “stabilize” nnlon wages.
sificantly, aps, he does not use the words
SR o “fre i this connection, but only in
connection with prices)

Al he sald abaut wages
stabiltze” them himself,

His program, (herefore, rannot be analyred

yet. While bls objective lx unansweralbty right,
the most lmporlant questlon of whether his pro-
gram will work, or even whether It will e falr
And firm, can br answered only aftee I bs an-
nounced,

ciase against.
ward and non-political,

rislng

the same honesl,
hiaw, or how [y,
I

was (hat e propotes 1o

People will Yook verv closely for the wording of the
Iabor provisions especlally to sce whether he will
tenve enough loopheles threugh which unlons can
edge heir particular stipends still higher,

Alro {he character of the man he will appeint to
do the fob msy be more revealing as o the real
extent of his program, which is now being prems-
turely christened by the headiine writers as s nge-
price freezing” device.

S0 far it ‘O\Ill(lﬂ maore llkn wage “slabilization”
and price "freczing.
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Action Vs. nghtsf‘

By Raymand “Clapper

# WASHINGTON
I‘t would bs most’ unfortunate for the war effort if Congress and Presl-
dent Roosevelt fell into another bitter controversy like m: one over

‘the Suprema Court. : No good and much harm would result.

Naturally ‘many members of Congress feel thl&
Mr, Roosevelt s pointing a.pistol st them--to
the frequent description on cmwl Hil—and it u
natural that they should resent if
Yet what do we need most? An argument ‘aver
who has what power? Or actlon to hold the war.
economy under control?

What do we need most. an argument ove
stitutional powers, or a drastic tax bill? sp:eches'
Or control over food pricca?

at can be g by an mrgument 2s to who
1s wrong, who mmd 1t, who didn't do what he
should have done?

People want this war fought hard and efficlently to the earliest pos-
sible victory, The sweep of public support behind Kaiser nrises from
that sentiment. The complaint at the sluggish bureaucracy here arises
from that sentiment. Complaint at Congresa arises from it. People know
we are in a flght for our lives—that it 1s either us or the Axis, Our
instinet for survival la aroused. It Is the moat elemental instinct of an
individual =nd a natlon.

In such a time there is llttle patlence with argument. Words be-
come secondary. Theorles of government become secondary. Results
take precedence.

Guessing as an observer, 1 belicve that it a showdewn came be-
tween a Cangress that was nol acting and a Prealdant whe wanted
to act, the majority ‘sentlment of the country would back the Presi-
dent who wanted to act. I would certalnly want to take my stand
an that slde,

“But to permit such an issue to develop would be a grave disservics
to our form of government, Only by a gross lack of self-restraint and
by distorted judgment could Congress allow such an issue to arise.

This reminds me of the situation In which the press of the country
1s placed by the war. We agree to m voluntary censorship, We agres
not to print certaln informatlon that might be of value to the enemy.
But the Constitution guarantees freedom of the press, Suppose the
newspapers tried to take cover under that guarantee to print miiltary
informatlon that might help the enemy. We would have the Constitu-
tlon on our side, But how long do you think the people of the country
would tolerate such a thing? Constitution or no Constitutlon, & way
would be found to atop It mighty quick and the country would approve.

Newspapers know that it would jJeopardize American lives and ald in
bringing about our own defest to exercise thelr full constitutionsl rights,
It doesn't make sense and every newspaper man knows it. So we agree
to the voluntary censorship. There is a better chance of retaining free-
dom of the press in that way than in trying to stand on constitutional
rights that have no reality in the midst of a war because they menace
our natfonal survival.

‘The same goen for Congresa. Wictators In Furope sprauted out
of the decayed rulna of parllamentary governments that had lost the
capacily (o act. Pollical parties and factons stood upen their een-
stltutional rights untll they had wrecked thelr countries. Thus far
we have been more practical,

Theorista and doctrinaires will try to whip up an issue between
Congress and the President. Some practical politictana will try to do it
for politlcal reasons. Realists will stick to the main fact, which {s (hll
the war must be won, and thev won't aliow that vital purposs to
frustrategd by legalistic arguments,

We have been  reallstic people. When the Electoral Coliege proved
{0 be an unreallstic device, we lust left it standing there and rode on
around . Wn got dircet election of Premdents {n fact and retalned
the Electoral College in theory. And the attempt to blow up s blg argu-
ment between Congress and the, Presldent now will break down on the
hard rock of American reallsm, If we haven't suddenly run out of coms
mon sensc,

Visidin® Aroumnd

The Crownlng Blaw
North Wilkesboro Hustler)

J. Q. Triplett sald the other day that he had more erop which would
soon requlre pathering than he had help. Allie Tripiet, his ‘son, is in
the army: one of his daughters s to bepin teaching and the smaller
chiidren wil attend school. Though deprived of his farm help—and
he on the jury—yet with stern content safd he guessed it was Alright,

Reading, In This Case,
Maketh An Exact Man
‘Rutherford College item. Morganton News-Herald)

A rorrection, please! O (he write up of my birthday that sppearrd
in some of Ihe papers 1 wish to state thal in <ome way my daughter
ot the number of tmes that I have trad the Bihle through wrong, 1
don't sce haw we could have madr the mistake, for I am sure that I
haven't read the Bible through 80 times, for that would mske me a
veader from the eradle. [ have forgotten how many times I have made
the reading in consccutive order but it )s somewhere between 80 and 85.

U It Stopa Running.
I Aln't n New Deal Clock
tDavie Recard)
Sremx like the rlork In the Mocksville temple of Justics hax gona
New Dealish. You can't depend o it When {L runs it Is elther 100 fash
or 100 Alow,

Coolidge Wasn’t First

The Columbia State
IN years to come Mr, Coolldge um probably be best remembered for
bis “I do nbt choose to run.” But. expressive though tha terse
statement be of the New Englander's paucity of words, he was nofy
it turns out, the first fn politics to use “1 do not choos
On January 1 1783, the following letler Was Wwritten by s Bouth
Carolinian refusing a seat In the General Assembly:
The Honorable Speaker of the House of Representatives
Honorable Sir
I am elected A memher of the House of Representatives for the
parish of St. Pelers and as 1 do not Choose to Qualify would beg
leave of the Houze lo decline.

I am,
Honorable Sir
Yr, Mo. Hble Eervt
CHARLES DUFONT.
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“T thought ' bring - my :publicity - idea: divect: to " you
how .about “announcing raises :for-all :ithe nldt-r pmployeel
80 lhcy can buy more_ war.:bonds?




