BENJAMIN ‘PROULX

The News {oday beging the siory of ‘Benfamin Proal, -Cana-
an Naval Reserse officer who was captured by the Japaness at
ong Kong, esxcaped from a prison camp and made hiz wey
rough China and Indla on foot, by boat, truck and plane,
roulx, born in Ottaws, of French Canadizn blood, is 41, ia five feet
x and welghs 130, He lived In Jspan snd Hong Kong for 21
ars and was a broker In Hong Kong when the war started, He
came 2 sub-lieutenant In the Hong Keng Naval Reserve and took
et In the fighting that preceded the city's surrender. As a gentle-
an Jockey fn the days before the war, Proulx got up cvery morn-
£ 3L 6 {o excreise his home. His consequent goed physical condl-
on enabled him to pull (hrough the privations he later suffered.
oulx had planned lo retive and spend the rest of his life in his
me_overlooking Hong Kong Harbor, Now he plans to re-cnler
e Canadian milllary service, Carl B. Wall, to whom he tells
s stery. Is a New York reporter.

* * *

By BENJAMIN PROULX

(As Told te Cari B, Wall)
VAS a Japancse prisoner of war for 34 days, i
1 made the break to escape from the North Point: mil
- prison on Hong Keng Island when I discovered that
d easily encircle the wasted part of my left arm 'above
elbow with the thumb and middle finger of my ‘right
d. T knew then that in a short while T would either be
1 or there would not be enough life left in mg to care
ther I escaped or died.

I wanted to live because my wife and {wo small
ms were in the Japanese civilian internment camp in
ong Kong. It would be stupid and fulile to die of
ow starvation or disease behind barbed wire. 1 would
ever be of any use to them that way. I knew that
hen you try o escape from a Japanese military prison
il fail vou are not merely captured and put back in
ison.  You are put to death. There are a variety of
ays in which the Japanese can put you to death. But
did not care much which way they would take. That
as how it was with me.

In the eighteen days of the hopeless fighting at Hong
r. T had scen what the short, sauat men with the long,
tling arms and blank faces could do to the human body
& bayonet, I knew what they did to women. 1 knew
t they did to men who tried to protect those women.
\TH, HORRIBLE AND UNCLEAN
I was all the same. It was death. But it wasn't a
v death, It was dirty. You died with a stench in your
or your eves filled with nightmares or vour ear drums
and bursting with sound. Or vou died with your
13 hound behind your back that yvou could not even
hat your howels as thev spilied out.” Or when You were
ured as a prisoner’ of war you were lined up and
hine-gunued in the back.

That was the wav the fighting was al Hong Kong.
1t T will tell ahout that later. There are many things
at have been told so far that were ulterly wroeng and
will tell the truth about those.

That was the way the fighting was, too, sl the Repulse
Hotel and I will tell about that also. Of the 200
en, children and infants whoe were captured there by
Iapanese. O the men who went out to meet what they
ghx( was certain death so that theze women and children
1t Hive.

RBut 1 think fi

i

T sbautd tell what the inside of a
nese military prison is like, What kind of treatment I
ved. What T gat to eat.  Every defail of life inside the
n camp that T ean remember
AT ALL PRISONERS ALIKE

I suppose that the hest way o tel) this is {0 starl with
urrender of our forces to the Japanese at Hong Kong,
it can be seen exactly how the Jananese act toward the
e they have conauered. " T do not think it makes any
rence whether the people they have conduered are
sh, Canadians, Kurasians or Americans, They do not

& little gauge by which {thev measure their amount
atred. It is all the same with them. So I think the
ment T reccived would be the same as that siven to an
iean boy from lowa or New York or anvwhere. And
tld not make mnch’ difference ecither if you.were a
el or a private, The Japanese are great levelers,

The day of the surrender, T was getting ready 1o
down for Christmas dinmer at the military garrison
Aberdeen which is on Hong Kone Inland and was
ut five miles fo the south of the British headquart-
in Victoria barracks. There were ahout twelve
ndred of us stationed there in a. large reinforced
erete | building.... There were _Indians, Middlesex,
nadiang, . Men . who ranged .in age from sixteen to
inevenivii: There “were volutiteers.. some regular
ny fand naval meniiAnyone, who coald hindle -5 gun,
Che “faps “had been: shelling us i fron: evary
but:thirty spéeicant:of .the ‘shells" had been ‘duds and
Hiidiheen: tiaing A hree:inch: shells which  made:a lot of
but haidn't-been"able {o da more than nick and aplinter

tangle. for
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Fighting
Rages on

GENERAL MacARTHUR'S
HEADQUARTERS, Australia
— (AP) — General Douglas
MacArthur's airmen main-
tained ceaseless vigil over the
waters northeast of Aus-
tralia to prevent Japanese
reinforcements {rom reach-
ing the Solomon Islands as
the battle for control of
vital bases there entered its
eleventh day teday.

While Unlted States Marlnes
were belicved to  be  extending]
bridgeheads already won in hard
fighting in the Solomons, actual
developments in that theater were
hidden by official stlence both
nere and {n Washington,

No refercnce to the situation
was contsined in the dally com-
munique from A ‘s Head-

After Pa

- By EDDY
MOSCOW—(A

United States generals and
American pliots flew the Prime
Minister and hls Anglo-American
party of twenty to Moscow in
three blg Consolidated Liberator
B-26) bombers. They arrived on
the safternoon of Aug. 12 and de-
parted yesterday morning.
Communiques issued here and In
London this afternoon, follawing
Churchill's departure from Sovlet
soil. sald that the canferences had
resulted in a number of declsions
on the conduct of the war and
that the exlsting understandings
between Russia, Great Dritain and
the Unied States had been re-
affirmed  in - an here  of
“cordlality and complete sincerity.”
MEANING OF TALKS

A source close to the British
Pring RImsteT, “When asked what

British Premier
Leaves Moscow

" Secret Decisions on Stopping
And-Beating Nazis Made

P)—Prime Minister Churehill of Britain

has coneluded a four-day trip to Moscow in which he and

Joseph Stalin reached secret decisions in conjunction with

defeating the Germans, it was disclosed officially today.

rleys

GILMORE

statesmen on stopping and

the conferences were about, re-
plied:

“Aty chiid in the sircet
rhould know the answer ta
that” .

The fact that the U. 8. Britain
and Russda were In agreement on
the urgency of establishing a sec-
ond front in Europe this year was
announced this Spring following
Sovlet Commlssar Molotov's trips
to_both London and Washlngton.

Twenty persons — {ncluding six
Amerlcans—were fn - the -Churchill
party on thls first journey by s
British Prime Minister to the
Soviet Union,

They - fncluded . Genersl

Seo CHURCHILL ‘on Page 24

Sir

STALIN.

quarters, which was devoted to a
brief cport of a new Allied bomb-
Ing sttack on Japanese-occupied
Timor snd 1o contlnued  patrol
skirmishes In the Kodoka area of
southeastern New Gulnea, 60 miles
from the Allied base at Port

CONFIDENCE IN AUSTRALIA

There was evidence, however, of
guiet confidence In Australlan clr-
cles, whose attitude was reflected
by Willlam H. Hughcs, a member
of the Pacific War Council, In a
speech at Sydney  yesterday  In
which he acclalmed the Solomon
Islands offensive ns “a revetatlon
of the strength of our olly, Amer~
lea.

“It has been ahown” he
sald, “that man for man the
Japaucse are not equal to the
Unlted States Marines.”

The Japanese radio continued to
broadeast sweeping clalms of vie-
tory In the Solomons, which ft
fafied to reconcile with the ad-
mlsslon that “the battle (s con-
tinuing between our forces and
American  Marine: vho have suz-
cecded fn landing
JAP CLAIMS
Relegating

backgyound.

this morning

this  tact
a Tokyo hroadcast
made mueh of an
Imperial Headquarters communlque
reporting that Japancse subma-
rines had sunk ten Allied vessels
totallng 50.000 tons In Australian
waters durlng the Iatter part of
July and the fIrst part of August,
(There was no conflrmation of
the Japanese claim from any Al-
led source.)
he communique. the Japanase
announcer sald, made t evidont
that Australin ' has "became  the
orphan of the Paclfic and the
possibllity of launching a counters
aitack against Japan with Aus.
tradle 85 n base of operstions i
absolutely gone "

The Allled nnnonncement of the
alr stack on Timor vesterdsy sald
merely that large fires had boen

to the

Light

In

Dover

oats Clash

Nazi Patrol Craft Reporied Sunk
And 3 Others Badly Damaged

Russians Fall Back From Ruins of
Maikop Oil Fields in Caucasus

- MOSCOW—(AP)—The German offensive’ in: the
Bend flared to full force today in.a.powerful:new: dr
toward Stalingrad while in the Caucasus the:Rissians fel
hack from the ruins of the Maikop oil fields: toward:
next petroleum producing area at Grozny. 2
A Russian communique reported:
a terrific toll of new Nast man-|
power and material thrown into the
assault southeast of Kletskayn and
northeast of Kotelnikovskl against
the flanks of the fortified linc
guarding Stalingrad,
HELD ‘AT FLANK
i Battlefront dispatches : sald i the
rmans- relled --forward - at . tre.
‘{mendous - cost the , Kiletskaya
Saltent, 15 miles northwest . of Stal-|
ingrad, but were held firmly at the
flank, 85 .
| west of -Stallngrsd. ...
. In'" ths” Cauensus, extending
Axta  Hass hecked

No Evidence
Black Mart

Charges of Higgins .
Investigated

Straits

sunk and three others were severely dam.
clash with British light constal craft in the Straits of Dover
Iast night. the Admiralty announced today.
o T STThITRAY an

§E§§g® Losses
Upto427

LONDON —(AP)— A light German patrol boal was
aged in & spirited

All the British craft engaged in
the olash returned to their base,
but there were a fow casualties
aboard, the Admiralty sald,

The German ‘force consisted of
“five or six enemy R-boats” the
communlque sald,

The Britlsh set ome afire and
saw it sink, The German com-
manding officer was killed and
fitteen German satlors were picked
up by the British,

Another enemy boat was ram-
ned and so seriously damaged it

American Merchant
Vessel Sunk

By ASSOCIATED PR
The sinking of a United States o

* WASHINGTON— () —Investiga~
tion into tha charges of Higgins
Industrics Inc, New Orleans ship-
builder, of a “black market” In
steel has developed no evidence of
black market operations “as the
term is commonly: understood
this country and ;England.” the
compliance branch’ of the War
Production Board reported today.

) ol
on the Krrspedar flank:whers
the

Getma -
rd " the . port of - Novorosatsk,
but thoy slretohed over farther
to the southeast along the rait
and ol glpe Hne foward
Gromy and the Casplan,

The Russlans reported fighting]
sautheast of Mineralnye Vody, . 140|P0:
miles. from Grozny.

In scknowledging the loss’ of
Malkop, they said that the valusble
oil installations of that sres which|
produced seven percent of Russia's
petroleum  had  been blasted to
worthiessness.

“The German Faselsts,: who
expected with the capture-. of
Malkop to enrich (hemselvea
at the expense of Soviet oll
have miscaloulated,” the com-
munique said.

“They did not get “Soviet ofl
and will not get #.” s
Russl plenty of time

“The branch, tnd-
ings of a hastily-ordered investi-
gation, sald that Andrew J, Hlg-
gins, head of the firm, “presented
no evidence that scarce matertal
has ‘been diverted from the war
program, and 2il of the dellvérles
cited by Higgins were made pur-
suant to high-rated defense  or-
ders.”

SOME VIOLATIONS POSSIBLE
The lnquiryidid: indicate, how-

‘The
to destroy the ‘tastallatlons at
Maikop and an officlal’ announce-

here to mean that
typically thorough job of de-
struction had been' performed, (The
Germans claimed the capture of
Mafkop Aug 9 i
Army’s most  eritical

e Red
front seemed to that -in the

merchant vessel off the coast of
South Amerlea, ofticlally disclosed
today, brought the Assocliated
Press total of announced sinkings
in he Western  Atlantic  since
Pear] Harbor to 427 after A week
in which losses dropped to thelr
lowest in sixteen weeks,

was believed to have
reach base.

Two more “"R-boats”
verely damaged
Admiralty added
COAST GUNS FIRE

were
by gunfire,

falled to,

n
ever, that: somgsteal warchouses| D0

may : hava :viclaled WPB quota
regulations “In¥addition to the 22
penaltzediilasii iSpring. In other
cases,” ;B HEdnch declared.

In additien;kome dellveries of
steel ‘o the i Hlggins Company ap-

sector, where the
applying extreme

ermans
se. pressure

the

center of Stalingrad on the
The

northwest of - Stalin-
grad, especlally In the Kletskaya

and day in an effort to reach
important industrial and - strategi
Volga.

were
aight
the

pedo late
hundred mtles from land and sank
wiihin three minutes.
were
gunners, and 36 were brought (o
an_East coast porl.

In Germany, sald
submarine surfaced lts men spake
with A Hamburg accent.
the lnjured merchant ships trew

The ship was struck by one lor-

Coastal batterles engaged in the
in July while several

action, the Admirally said, ex-
pleining thr mystery of guntlre
heard in the Channel the
cross - channel duels of German
and British heavy artillery lam
alght.

The “R-boat” the Brltish ex-
plained, is & German motor mine-
sweeper, which usually s larger
than the motor torpeda boat used
by the Germans in the Channel.

Eleven men

lost, Including  two  Navy

One of the crew members, born
that when the

Two of

Ree SOLOMON on Page 1

LONDON — (7 — Celmyn
Speight, the London Star's cor~
respondent tn Sydney, Australa,
aald today that despite the can-
tous tone of United Natons
communigues “i secms clear the
Allirs  have

the greatest
achieved  against

victory
the Japanese.

—
Note To Readers

Dispatchea from Bertin, Romo,
Toliyo and other enemy couns
Srien aro published.by The News
with the caytion that they fre-
quently contain false statomonta

poses.
tate cansideration whon reading

seurces,

.the . storles | credited to  Axty
\

See “I'WAS A PRISONER™ on'¥Fags 3
: d

were taken abofird the submarine
for_treatment of thedr wound

Says Greatest Victory
Yet Won Over Japs

Bear,” he added.

The designation was adopted from
the German “Raumen,” meaning
to clear awny.

Shocks Registered in

Birection of Caribhean
NEW YORK-—(#—Fordham Uni-
verslty _reported today that fts
selsmograph had recorded  t w o
carthquake shocks vesterday, about
2.100 miles from New York Cily in
e direction of the Caribbean.

The shocks were timed at 4.14:08
\EWT) and 4.19:14

WEATHER

Altribullng  Washington  re-
luctance to give detalls on the
Solomons actlon to security rea-
sons, Spelght sald It was “rea-
sonable to assume” that the
U. 5. Marlnes have achleved
thelr major Initlal abjectives,

“Thiz has apparcntly been
done By selslng  control of Seattercd
Tutagh Harbor and of tho big | thundershowers
air base on Guadalcanal Island this
which was nearly ready for use afternoen;
by the fapanese when it was coaler
taken” He sald, early
When American and Awstrale tonight,

fan Hghtng plancs wre able to
operate from that ffeld in sub-
stantlal numbers the Japaneza
will have lost an of
¥

Today’s Temp.:
- 1Sunaet- Today _
unrise Tomorrow . 6:45

slage may by

squadrons.

peared Niaves: been  mnade it
prices ; higherihan the Offica of
Price ::Adminlétration  celling for
warehouse isales and  others ap-
prared i to” KV  been evastons of
OPA: regiilatiois In order to obtain
the - premiliinii Price on less-than-
carload rdelivéries, the WPB branch
reported:; THES: s possible  violations
are .now iiinder: Investigation by

OPA.
Bestdes - the” posalble quota vio-
lations by warchouses, further in-

midnight communique re-
ported “fierce defensive cngege-|
ments with the enemy" there,
Northeast of Kotelnikovskl, on the
southwestern approaches to Stal-
ingrad, the vaders wers lkewis
aggressive, but thelr attacks were|
reported repulsed with the routing.
of a Rumanlan reglment.

WORSE AT YORONEZH

The Russlan position mt Voro<
nezh, on the Don some 300 miles
southieast of Moscow, took A turn

Ses NO EVIDENCE on Page 2\

See NAZIS MAKE o Page A

Win Spurs

CAIRO— (# —~The star-in-n-cle-
cle of:the Unlted States Army
Alr"Force Is almost ready to put
on - its own fighter show in North
Atrica’s skles.

The dress rehearsal—days of In-
tensive traluing. of Amerlcan pi-
lots as flylng comrades with des
ert-wise RAF squadrons—ls over,
FLY NEWEST SHIPS
When the Americant go  back
Into combat. they will fly the pew-
est Amerlcan pursuld . planes, with
thetr own inslgnia,  in . complete
United Statea Alr  Force . fighter

USAAF  bomber . xquadrons
ready are in action, g

als

and bllter, - were ; shared

Amerlcans &nd . their : Britisn  and
South  Atrlcan “malea’:oin ;i cknips
pitched - togeth for ; the': tihal

Additional U. 5. Weather Rureau
dnta will be found on page 2

fighting-tralning  partnership.

U. S. Fighter Pilots

In Desert

Two firsts ab the Anémi's’ ex-
pense  wers  logged for Major
Claremont E. Wheeler'of 8w Jose,
Callf, and Capt. .Glade .B. Bilby
of Skldmore, Md.

Wheeler (flred ‘the" firat stiat
at an-Axis. piano -and : Bilby.
who flew. a’ fighter-hombor : In

blz. shaw  ab:dsan: Friday
against the:alrdromeiat: Fuka, .
dropped . (he tirst : Lamb,: e

Second : Licut “Jack | 8. Wilsan of
Benton : Chty,: Wnsh.:: may gl ér
It for halt.a’ Oerman  plane; ;i
Wilson : waa :; the & 1rat 'Amierican
fiicr _shot - down :but i1} he etepprd
out;of :hid: damaged Uhier: i
the Brilish’ lines’ the. r;tll
14




