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The Navy Carries the Fight
‘o the Enemy’s Outposts

o task force it 1s but the U. 8. Pa-
‘Fieet, based on Pear] Harbor, which
plling -into Jap bases on the Solo-
joon: Islands. It s, plainly. an offensive
Mction which Admiral Nimitz has chosen
open; and of the kind which brought
gisaster to the Japs in their attack on
Seidway in that the fleet has to nose
{4 way Into position to attack under
blows of shore-based airplanes.

‘But:the Pacific commander-in-chief
apoears to have taken care to assure
fitmpelf ‘two advantages which the Japs
were uéktn[ at Midway. As & prelimin-
1o attack our own shore-based air-

‘in . Australia pounded the Japs

di and  installations intensively,

to destroy his planes and to

Yeénder his fields unusable.:And for the

otiier, Nmitz appears to have tsken the
shenty compietely by surprise.

‘Ax' to how the action goes (so far
% ‘sounds encouraging) snd what it
portends, we shall have to wait awhile
%o see, Guadalcanal, tip of the Bismarck
Archipelago. represents the extreme

-east position of the Japs in the
m‘l‘h. Lying athwart the supply line
$o ‘Australis, It was, in Jap hands, a

tilsance:in ‘ftself; and so worth retak-
ing. Likewist it could serve as a step-
ping. stone’to New Quinea and eym-
bélive ‘the:béginning of & campaign to

1 hack the Jap position by position.
Meanwhile; the country may well be

fitent :to pray for the success of its
forces -in:this prime undertaking.

Uneasy Lessors
The Law Makes Trouble for
Ovwners of Baiwidy Houses

2 landlol ‘conacience  must
fwinged uneastly in Charlotte last
‘when “Judge Burgwyn found cause

ts direct ‘that -the owner of a house
ted {6 prostitutes -be booked for &
hearinig ater: thia month. The offense

with ‘which he is charged has not, In the '

miich ‘contérned the Iaw. The sta-
itaelf 1 of recent orlgin: and has
fot: sa far .az we know, been Invoked
Nére prior to Judge Burgyn's summary

It remains to be established, of course,
Yhe man In question knowingly rent-
‘the house to prostitutes, and nothing
#aid here is intended to Intimate as
uch or to be In derogation of him.
tithe same time, speaking In general
tmis, .there are whole districts of
Mouses in Charlotle which are plalnly
ustd for purposes of prostitutton. Thelr
Jsndiords or rental agents may profess,
“the lack of specific proof, to assume
hat only sweetness and light rule these
wilssrable roosts, but they are bound.
{0 hiave a preity good ldea to the con-
frary. It they have some resson to be-
fiéve ‘the worst, and fail to find out
for ‘certain, it 1s because they prefer to
éeptheir houses rented even at the
¥k ‘of belng thus connected, indirectly,
‘Wwith the sordid business which the po-
Hice, the Army and the soclal workers
ri Charlotte are laboring to break up.
“The law holds in principle that it is
the . responsibility of property-owners
6t to let their houses for prostitution.

The Hard Fact

 Office of War Inforination
Conies Qut With the Worat

fiew and altogether commendable
iire In & government’s public re-
41§ undertaken in the Office of
Information's first comprehensive
ort’ oo 'what may ' be calied “the
on.” ‘In -this one readable docu-
b {4 Aufficlent proof that the Presi-
, acted wisely In installing OWI over
‘other press agencles which had
and: it naming Elmer Davis
, The Office . and the man
their spurs.:

clatity and complete-
oallence’ of the re.
thusiastic: 1eception

Eouniry, th

position to conslder that once the Ad-
ministration has overcome a difficulty
in its organization for war, it has some-
how dellvered a mortal blow {o our en-
emies. “Good old Elmer,” people will
say; “we knew he would get things
stralghten out.” Yes, ma'am; Elmer
is doing well, and his report is a beauty.
But it kills no Germans and Japs,
ma'am. What Elmer was trying to say,
without completely depressing us,- was
that we -were a dishearteningly long
way from dominating this giobal war
or any part of it, that at the moment
it was belng dominated In terrifylng
fashion by our enemles, while we and
Britain, the two great powers, stood by
powerless.

He was trylng to tell us that even
how, fn August, 1942, the bulk of our
armed force is over here whereas the
war is over there, and that it's a job
getting there. (It will probably we “well
into 1943 before we again have.as much
merchant shipping as we had on:Dec. 7,
hat
our lofty promises of serving as the ar~
senal of democracy are being  Impo-
tently unfulfilled, He was trylng to tell
us that 1942 could be a decisive year
for our cause—and likewise for the
cause of our enemies. :

He came right out and told us that
we could lose this war, and in doing
s0 he spared our feelings. Could lose
it? The fact is, ma'am, that we are los-
Ing it . . . losing hell out of it. Can you
take it in? - -

Antigue

Coroners of Limited Value
In Modern Law-Enforcement

Not only Mecklenburg but the 100
counties of the state and the State Gov--
ernment itself should be Interesied in
the report on the office of coroner and
coroner’s juries made by the Associa-
tion of Civic Clubs' committee, It Is &
thorough report, and clearly shows that
the office of coroner Is an outdated -
herltance from.ancient times, as Inef-
fective under modern conditlons as a
halberd would be agalnst a tommy gun,

What's more, present-day coroners, to
function as they take it to be thelr re-
sponsibility to function, would have to
be a combinationof the Mayo Brothers,
Tom Dewey and Judge Johnson. As the
committee polnted out, when sonmeone
has been kiiled and foul play is suspect-
ed, the coroner must—

13, determine the physical cause of
death, which requires medical knowledge:
2), mscertaln the circumstances and
flx the blame. if any, which requires

training in crime detectlon and prose-
cutlon: and

3), cvaluate the evidence and de-
termine 1t probable cause exists, which
requires judlcial qualltles.

The committee found the dutles of
coroners Lo have been re-delegated, over
the course of the years, Lo other more
modern agencies, and probably would
have - recommended the abolishment of
the office as useless, except for a clause
In the State Constitutlon which reads,
“In each county a sheriff and coroner
shall be elected by the quallfied voters
thereof . . "

It would nat be so bad if the office of
coroner were simply uscless. It can be
worse than useless, an actual Imped!-
ment to Lhe processes of justice, For ex-
ample, two years ago The News made a
study of 40 kiillngs durlng a perlod of
ten months In Charlotte to show what
had happened to the killers. Belfeve 1t
or not, ten of them were caught yet
never came ta trial fn “blg court.” They
were turned loose by coroner's juries,
memberas of which had served as many
as 27, 30, 52 times. One juror had sat 54
aut of the last 57 tmes a coroner's jury
had been empaneled.

Against all these miscellaneous and
unfounded charges that he is plotting
peace, Hitler can produce character wit-
nesses in twelve languages, including the
Czech. )

With $19,000,000 worth of press agents
in wartime Washington, we have atill to
see & publiclty shol of a jeep car with
a Country Club blonde draped over a
fender.

.
It ‘Would “be- far easier to leave the’

vitamin B-1 where 1t 1, instead of ex-
i iracting same, then putting it back. But
wotld uu‘.( be sclentific? ;

. ¢
- WABHINGTON,

JULENT periods in worlid history,  like
their casta of characters. Chroniclers of

&' play,’ Have
these .stormy -

years will have no trouble in selecting the villaln, for ‘Hftler'

claim to-the part is as indisputable as that of
over the veriest ham. And, the passing weeks
the role of buffoon is being preempted with

by the heavy-jawed plgmy of Rome. Benito M

Benite entered upen the world political stage nearly
twenty years ago with seund and fury, draping the Tegs
of the Cacsars about his shoulders and spitiing fire and

at the
him. For a time, it is true, the world took him seriously,
not only-the weak countries along the Mediterrancan.
whose iands he coveted, but even Framce, boasting the
greatest land army.in Europe, was a bit nervous when he
ot risk

the Duce to make good his conguest of the barefoot Ne-
sroes of Ethiopia.

equal certainty .
ussolinl. .

nationd” around .

But now, it seéms certain, this bbgus Caesar is marked to

Jeave the world branded as a charlatan, a fraud,
feated windbag. Today his chin atill juts forw:

8 poor de-
ard ke

Jib-boom before the breeze; his jowls puff and his stentorian

volce bootha as before, but even hls own

people know that

his words bear that once well-known Jabel, “Made in Ger-

many."

These thoughts rre suggested by a cable fram London
saying that Mussoliniérecently called a formal conference of
war at Gorizla, near the Italian-Yugoslav border, to seek the

advice of his Fasclst generals on how to

of the Axls,

Hitler, Il wiil be remembered, could not (rust his
Junfor partner to deal with Yugoslavia alone, after his
precipitate flight before the Greeks, and so assigned Ger-
many's own panzer divisions and Stuka dive-bombers to
blas the lll-armed valiant Yogoslavs Into submission.
But having downed Yugoslavia, the Fuehrer apparently
thought that Mussolini’s “Indomitable legions,” with the
backing of some German divisions, could keep.thelr feet
on the little nation's prostrate head.

‘The tyrant of Rome, it nuow sppears, was too fecble for
In recent days Mikhailovitch's moun-

even that light task,

b R deal with General
Draja Mikhallovitch's Chetniks who, like the ghost of Ham-
let's father.,walk the earth with war-like tread months after
they were consigned to milltary oblivion by the shocktroops

taineer warriors, with a:700-year-old ‘tradition ‘of ‘blood-tbought

* freedom behind ‘them, have crossed :Italy’s frontiers, burned
the barracks of the Itallan Army snd generslly made life
hellish for the Duce's men.

Can I4 be that my yellowed scrap-books lle when they
fell me that in the Summer of 1934, when Deilfuss ol
Austria lay dying en a couch In the Chanceliery in Vienna
trom Nail bullets ‘and a German Army walied at the
Austrian border o march In to selze power, that Hitler
was blutfed Inte Inaction becnuse Mussollni erdered 300.-
060 men to the Brenner Pass, ready to move fnto Ausitla
and dispute German soverelgnty over thls buffer state?

Do they He agaln, still more infamously, when thelr faded
print tells the story of Hitler's visit to me B year or %o
later? If not, the war lord of Berlin, then not quite sure of

Picture OF The I;‘ronté

The War Knows Neo Lines

By Paul Mallon

WASHINGTON

PEOPLE in this country do not get the picture of

the batle in Russia,’and consequently may be in-

clined to overlnterpret or underestimate what is hap-
_pening there.

There is no battle line such a3 you see daily drawn
on sketched maps. The German advance is not that
of a solld mass moving forward ngainst a retreating
mass a few miles ahead, doggedly dylng for every Inch
of territory.

Timoshenko's army has nol even fought a ma-

Jor batlle in fta’ Ukraine-Caucasus retreat thus

far. There have been no such acenes as waves of

iroops, miles In length, surglng and charging

againat & defennive line. It has strictly been a

fight of fluld mancuvering without a major en-

gagcment,

The German army Is broken up Into numerous
flsts, each an Individusl unlt of tanks and infantry,
eachh pounding forward individually from town to
tawn or place o place, Frequently one advancing
fist runs Into & Russiun unit and there i3 a scrap for
a position.

On the whole, the German campaign can best be
visuailzed as a thousand disconnected fists pounding
forward unevenly. X

‘The Russlans have not tried to maintain a defense
Hne anywhere, except on the east bank of the Don,
trom Vorenezh southwest to the big bend nenr Stalin-
grad. There they have established a fairly good de-
fensive positlon tnot as good as they can and may
have to take later on the east bank of the Volga,
much wider and Jess shallow stream). .

South of Stalingrad, however, where the
clashes between the fists have been more numer-
ous, there has been no scmblance of a tine, There,
Timoshenko has been Involved In {he desperate
and mai of
ing an army of 200,000 men from the tight pocket

in which Hitler caught them around Rastov.

11 anvone had sald ten days ago that Timoshenko
wonld get 100000 of these troops safely out af the
trap, he would have been considered an optimlst.

Also Sull Full

Tunisia, Corglea!”
ranting and pre-war -days: waited “quietly
Rome untll June:10, 1940, until afler Hitler's dive-bambers,
“Freach
military power,
struck . his dsgger “In
Since then the Duce, sz & political -fipive, has sunk’'to &
depth of nonentity even lower than that of hiz srmy. :His
ally, Hitler, has allowed him to send iy n few.divisions to
French sofi; he bas not been permitted to take Nice of Bavoy
or Corsica or Tunlaia ns spolis of wi TRinent and
his industry are run by Germans;
jokes in low Berlin music nalla
It he dares look to the future, ne must, If he is realistic,
see only two roles, equally bleak: the deposed head of &
defeated state or, at best, Hitler's Qauleiter In a German
province once known as'the Kingdom of Italy. Neither prospect

can be alluring to one who for two decades pictured himself”

as an heir of the Caesars and who, in hls secret heart, de-
spises the Germans as {he “Barbarlans of the north.™
Sic transit Glorial

Side Glaﬂces

Yet apparently this adroit Red general has succeeded
in sately withdrawing most or all of them.

You have heard no clalm by the Berlin radio to
the capture of any large number of troops in that
area, and it certalnly would have been made if Hitler
had sugeeeded in his attempt to cut off these forces.
Consequently, - Timoshenko's army s most certainly
so0 far stiil intact as this Is written.

The German enclrelement maneuver haa forced
him to move conntantly back Bnd back, because
it has pushed him Inle an area of level plains,
barren of good geographical defenses, (he next
good tine al 's back is the
of the Caucasus.

There and on the east bank of the Volga, to the
north, the Russlans certainly have better military
positions than they have occupled 50 far in this war.

Of course, if they have to go back to these, they
lose the Caucasus oil, all the industry and farm sup-
plies of the Don and Donets Baslus, but-until thelr
armies are beaten, the Red cause 1s not lost.

Their problem now therefore s one of generalshi;
and morale. Some auggestions have ben offered that
thelr fighting spirtt bas not measured up to the super-
1or quality of last Winter in some spots, but these re«
flect isolated cases of one or two trapped dlvisions.

Morale as &, whole seems betfer than you would
expect from a retreating, pocketed army which has
not yet been fully engaged, and as long as they have
Timoshenko they need not worry about generaiship,

To keep a proper perspective on the fluctua-
tions of this war, therefore, you must forget 2ll
the old ploturen of the clvil war or the trench
combat of the World War. No trenches have -
heen dug on the Russlan front from the Black
Se (o the Arctlc, cven in tight defensive posi-
tlons such as around Leningrad.

“There, defenses §if depth have been eslablishied
teoncrete piliboxes, camoufiaged machine gom and
mortar nests) &0 1hat the terraln constittes vast
Invisible forts covering hundreds of square miles. bub

o

| corn 12 1w hes nemmer . 7.0 g . .00
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“Take that goofy ldoking suit of wyours,. for instance—if
you don’t draw the line somewhere your parents will

make an awful sap out of you!”

Headed For The Axis

without walls.

of Bounce
~By Herblock

-

Sullen India

By Raymond Clapper

(‘RIM developments in Indla now are flavoced with the same air of
T unreality which I felt while there last Spring.

At that time Japaness {orces were striking inside the Bay of Bengal
They had shattered a convoy just outside of Calcutta, bombed Ceylon,
and selzed alr bases alang the Burman coast off the Bay of Bengal,

. Yet all of that scemed to leave the peaple curisusly unalfected
except for the fiight of thousands te the country. Political bicker=
Ing continued as before. There wax scarcely any indication that
the threatening Invader was already (nalde Indian waters, .In
Calcutta, one noted it by the complcte whsenice of Britlsh officers
from the dining room of the Grest Eastern Mote), where on normal
dayn they gathered in droves, by the hasty work of the Chinesa
Natlonal Airways in maving operations qut of Caleutia to s point
farther north, and by the qulel effort of American officials te get
American civillans out ef the country.

Yet at the very moment when American Flying Foriresses wer,

¢ 1185 Gandhi:obl
Tisk Invitinig:1t whila.
attof : Brithin Wit

golng after Japanese naval forces in the Bay of Bengal, one Calcutia’,
newspaper carried a sarcastic editorisl complalning about the “busy-
nodies from America” who were arriving to help defend India from
the Japs. It was the most depressing experience of m long trip more .
than halfway around the world through it darkeht backyards.
Gandhl doesn't see that India (s essentlal te ihi
Indix In taken over by the Japs, China will be c tely out
(hat it the Japs get Indls » base they will mennca the whels
Middle Esat and cover our route into Rusais a» well, (hat Japa-
nese use of Indla hases would be a blow more dangerous than any
(he Altles have suffered. .Or If he does see It, ha doesn't give B
damn.

Nehru sees 1t He was saying then that those who hoped to.win .
their freedom with the help of an invader were llving in. a fool's
paradise. But this Hamlet of the East ia unable to muster the strength,
of wlli to earry out his convictions, If ne had the nerve to de It, he
could spllt the Congress Party and prevent s headlong agt of
treason to the Allled causa that Gandhl threatens,

Yet when 1 saw Nehru at Allahabad, in his home next: door to U
Congress Party headquarters where the shameful documents wera
retzed by the Britlah recontly, he sipped At his little saucer of honey
and sald biandly that the Congress Party couldn't afford to have s
diyision within tta ranka, Four months later Nehru tlll ridea. weakly ‘s
aborrd this juggernaut which he knows ia headed to crush the hopes
of milllons whoae future freedom depends on Allted: Viotary.

The helght of the unrealliy that marks this whele bustness In
Indis Is Gandhl'n statement in the seised doocuments that If
Indis got her freedom the tirst things he would de weuld be s go
1o Tokyo to negotinte with Jups ta fres Chins,:. Desan't
Gandhi know ihat when (he United States demanded that Iapan
release China, Tokyo's snswer was to start war on (he United
Hintes? . .

Many Brittah péople” have long recognized -Lhat' Britain's' coirae
in Indis has been unwise and studded with “blunders.:: ' Democratie
victory wili brig a_ohange:: -Jhpanese victory . will:obly: Lnposs:on . the
weak;: poorly: developed country and .its pitifully: undsriourished - and
dinensed wpulxn lon & m«:rn bﬂruul master n;m Indi X
Jupan wants Indin's conl : ki to:develon ‘the Industéy “sha . bag
n inta:1o ‘control: Ind! tektile: industry, which l«hl’lﬂ:

;0o wanis to. use India as: an’enormnols: alave’ garden  trom

basen: she: cati:contra) :the whole Weatern World. o v

livious: o this orushing: realliy?::of 18 he' willlng' (s

trylng:to wring:a:phantor - immediate independence
hi the: blaek Jaek of - olvil disobedlence? - 1t's:alli:
e G

ird-uk-a ad drear

i his Gavel
and he is the aflly butt of -




