Can’t Beat
Reds This

Summer

Rusaians. Have
350 Divisions

LONDON. —(AP)— The
publication “Free Europe,”
an Allied review of interna-
tional affairs, said today the

Germans might drive farther Dr

into Soviet Russia this Sum-
mer but could not possibly in-
flict a decisive military de.
fent.

oplnion was expressed as
rmnb\u dlspll ches broadcast from
Vichy sald heavy fighting initlated
ursday by the Red Army still
aged near Belgorod, miles
outh of Moscow, on the Arctic-

o- m-cx Sea front .
Europe”  estimates the

Bledsoe Branded

Object Of Ward’s

Hallucinations

Hearing Ends Surprisingly When
Dr. Watkins Makes Revelati(_)n

By T. L. KLUTTZ

Charletie News

Bpecial Writer

MARION.—A legal attempt by Taylor Bledsoe, Ashe-
ville attorney, to get a patient released from the State Hos-
pital at Morganton came to a weird and surprising climax
here today when Dr. F. B, Watkins, hospital superintendent,
told that the patient, Luther Ward, vmnted to get out of the

hospltal s0 that he could kill Bledsoe:

among
‘Watkins, Bledsoe, and

Judge Will Pless broke up after
Dr. Watkins, addressing the at-
torney, eafd:

Do you know that Lulher Wward
suffers from hallucinations?”

“I've heard something about it,”
Bledsoe repli

“Ward's _hallucination s that
he fears & man s try-
ing to bresk .wp his family,
Ward wants te get out of uu
hespital -o that he can

Mr.

that man” the superintendent’
continued.
“Do you know who that man
157" the physician then asked.
Bledsoe shook his head.

“Ris name is Taylor Bled-
soe.”

Apparently confused by Dr.
Watkins' revelation. the attorney
asked for an opportunity to talk
with Ward, and Judge Pless post-
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Humhnl have 330 divisions avail-
ble while the Germans and thelr
Axln numm €An muater no more

said the Germans
-nuht be tuparlor in armored and
erial units but vast expanses of
erritory afded Russia.

Adolfl Hitler's spearheads knifed
)00 miles into Boviet territory lnt
but they would have to
100 miles further. {o reach me
Volga snd another 500 to the
Urals, where the war industries
ave besn concentrated,

FOULD PULL BACK

“Should the Germans succeed in

[llninl further ground thls Bpring
may withdraw beyond
.he Vol[l without engaging thetr

Japs Hard Hit But
Still Quite Strong

Ocean Battle Tide Still Unturned

And New Enemy

Blows Expected

WASHINGTON, — (AP} — Japan was regarded in
Washington today as headed toward eventual naval exhaus-
tion through such wearing losses as those in the Coral Sea.

reatrves, Lhc rvv\ Ad
In that 8 year's campalgn
rould mu!l in s military draw.
“For the Germans, however, this
uld amount to a milltary ddenl
or if they do not succeed in
troying the Russian .armles, e:-
ablishing themeeives in the Cau-
asus and gaining control of Tur-
ey they have Jost the war”
(However, a withdrawal of the
Red Army “beyond the Volga”
woilld open the Cluﬂlﬂllﬂ to the
Germana uniess & defense force
a8 established as well nlong the
ower Don and any ruch penetra-
ion would put Turkey under the
hreat of a Naxl pincer and

wrospects of & German-Japanese
unetion.)

Declares Heart of Red

Army Is Still Intact
LONDON — (™ — A Germ
ity commentator ws quated
s Raying “the real core of the
Russian Army s sl practically

Baltic Port
Assaulted

British Airmen Push
Bombing Campaign

LONDGN — (/1 — Big British
bombers  preased  home  attacks

tifrom 400 to 600 foot levels lnst

night 1o leave in f{lames the Gere
man  aircraft  works at arne-
muende, Baitlc port for Rostock.
tn heavy nlght operations which
cost mineteen planes, the Alr Min-
intry Teported todmy.

Tho low level attacks were made
In the face of "intense defense”
by the Germans of a target which
the Britt! declnrcd to be of high-

ntact” in the Berlin
ence of the Stockholm newspaper
Dagens Nyheters today.
“Not more_than one Soviet tank
n ten has ‘been destroved during
Winter,” Mnjor Otto Moxs-
iort. miitasy celtls of AN

est

to knock ou'. Lhe German  Alr
Force in the Wi

They followed b_\' a few hours

But observers cautloned that the
tide of ocesn battle was il un-
turned and looked for sudden new
Japanese blows—possibly a con-
tinuance of the southward thrust
townrd Australls.

In the absence of an offi
elal final summary of the
fight there was a tendency to
belleve that the JIa
suffered far heasler losses than
the American unita.

Many saw an Indication of this
in the Navy's statement last night
that “detalls of losses and damage
to our forces are not fully known
at present, but no credence should
bo given to clims that have been
ar may be put out by Tokyo.”
U. 8. CAN BUILD FASTER

If the Japanese had sunk even
ship for ship. observers sald, the
engagement would stll be an Al-
lied victory from the long term
vlew. The reason is that the Jap-
anese are helieved {0 be unable to
bulld fast enough' to replace the
major part of thelr losses. Amerl-

Ree JAPR RTILL on page 7

8ir hibald Sinclair's
fee BALTIC FORT on bage ¥

Zeltiing was quoted as saying.
USED BIG SCREEN

The rugged heart of the Russian
Army is Intact “because the Ger-
mana met Iast year only & gigan.
tie protective ncreen of troops of
inferior quality,” ho declared.

“The Bummer campalgn en-
abled the Germans fo pene-
trato thin screen and reach
the core, but Winter presvented
#ta destructlon and & final vie-
tory for Germany.

“The Russian tank reserves ex-
cteded all calculations and must

German Fighter
Pilot Is Lost

BERLIN.—(From Cerman Broad-
casts)—(A—The loss of one of the
German  Alr Force'a “otdest and
most successful lighter pllota” was
announced todsy by the German
High Command.

He wns Licutenant Koeppen. The
communique satd 'only that the
flier, whom f{t described as victor
in 83 Alr fights and bearer af the
Oak Leaves to the Knights Cross
of the Iron Cross, had falled 1o

See RAV NAZIR on page %

Hull Finds It
Hard To Keep
Elation Down

Chinese Hit
Back at Foe
In Section
Of Burma

Maymyo Retaken
From Japs

CHUNGKING. —(AP) —
Chinese forces which had
been cut off in Burma have
struck north from Taunggyi
and recaptured Maymyo, for-
mer Allied headquarters 25
miles northeast of Mandalay
on the now-severed rail leg
of the supply route to China,
‘tihc High Command said to-

ay.

Thus, the
the principal line of

declared,

tion of the Japanese column which
drove up the Burma Road Into
Yunnan Province has been cut.
A Japaneze force which at-
tempted te counter attack the
newly established Chinese position
sstride the rall -line “is being
bottled up and is facing annihtla-
tion,* the war bulletin sald,
LOOSELY HELD
(The Chiness account of this
new Acuon deep in Japanesc-seized
tory  indlcal that much of
the re'lon behiod tha Japanesa
spearhead Into Yunnan Pfovince
was only loosely held by the in-
vaders.)

The Chiness reported that
they were continuing epera«
tions agalust some 508 Jap-
anese, sursivors of 2,000 iroopn
who tried fa- fight theit way
around the flanks of the Chin-
ese defemss line ncross fthe
Burma Road northeast of Che-
fang, 25 miles Inside Yunnan
Province.

The Chiness sald yesterday that
one force of 1.000 invaders was
wiped out, hall
thousand Jmpanese  were killed,
and the rest wers being pocketed.
08 the eastern Chinese front,

communique said tighting
wnunued south of Ha Cow, where
the Japanese were mmz to break
through Chinese lines in repeated
attacks supported by atrplanes. The
lpu:tnse attacks were reported ro-

Coast of Eaal India

Is Raided By Japs

NEW DELHI India—im—Jep-
anese bombers attacked the Chit-
tagong comst of eastern Indla to-
day for the secand time In 24
hours as the last of the Brittsh
Imperial forces in the Chindwin
valley, morthwest of Mandalny,
fell back into the mountains for
a stand near the Indian

A
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Enemy Fleet
Remnants Run_

After Defeat

Australia, New Caledonia and Port
Moresby Safe From Invasion Now

By TOM YARBOROUGH

ADVANCED ALLIED BASE, Australia—(AP)—
Uniled States victory in the great sea battie.off north-
east Australia ended temporarily at least the Japa=-
nese invasion threats to the island continent, Ameri-
can-garrisoned New Caledonia and Port Moresby, -ﬂ-
itary authorities said today.

These same authorities warned against {oo great
nphmxsm. , BN d that the
“still is serious.”

The Japanese fleet, intent upon severing ‘Aus-
tralia’s lll'ellnhe from the United States or-an actual

est battle of the war. At

supply line to Australia.

SCENE OF BATTLE--The map shows the general
area in which Allied and Jap fleets clashed in the great-

stake was the vital Allied

secand, | ol

Flieet on the Run”

forces in the Coral Sea was
papers today with headlines

British Acclaim
Repulse Of Japs

Headline Declares “Invasion

LONDON—(AP)——The repulse of the Japnnese naval

acclaimed by London news-
declaring “invasion fleet on

the run” and “Tokyo claims fantastic.”

While the most e
mentators  asserted that the sen
fight had definitely forestalied &
possible {nvasion of Australia, more
reserved sourcea sald the full sig-
nificance of the engagement could
t be assessed until Allled losses
were known.

LESSONS LEARNED

Naval observers, however, not-
ing the part which Allied planes
obviously had' played, sald the
United States Navy undoubtedly
had learned well the lessons
taught by the Java Sea battle
last March, the sinking of the
British battleship Prince of Wales
And battle crutser Repulse off Ms-
layn and the destruction of the
British cruisers rsetshire  and
Cornwall In the Bay of Bengal.

The communique from General
Douglas  MacArthur's Headquar.
ters (n Australia announcing the
repulse of the Japanese armada ar-
rived here toa lnle ror publication
in morning papers, but they print-
ed under heavy bllck headlines the
reports of earlier Allied successes.
The presa zencrllly referred to
“the greatest

which

the continued withdrawal of forces
carlier threafencd with lenncw
encirelement, described the opera
U 8 succcnful desplte lnlcm&lve

nd
ki n(tlch Imm

WASHINGTON— (A" —Secre~
tary_of Btate Null sald_today
was difficult i restn
onen et from exprmlnm
equal to the magnitude of the
victory reporied over Japanese
naval forces In the Coral Sea,
However, he told his press
conference, he felt he should
walt untl the full facts have
been recelved on the . engage-

return from a flight,

ment.

the
No contact was mndc Illh the
ln\mdem hnd forces, the war bul-
leun a

l l the nerfal attacka that
“1|me it any military damage was
sustatned, but it is feared that ci-
villan refugees en routs to India
suffered casualies.”

on ana e parte history.”
" The Daily Mail termed the
netion “brilliantly® successfal®
and sald that & had anawered
$he question which the world
been asking for month:
Mhereinthe American Freeits
The Dally Telegraph asserted
that, wiifle the final issue appear-
ed still 1 doubt, “Japan has been
taught that a move in the Pa-
cific now will not give her nn-
other battle of Java . . . but

gh seas with

WEATHER

h
tully  equipped

Dﬂ:lurlng that |I\e engagement

on th
o lorge, vigllant,

RNew Rienace Te

. 8.

Fast Subs Whose Officers Know
Waters Appear In Gulf Of Mexico

NEW ORLEANS.—(P--First ap-
pearance in the Gulf of Mexico of
very fast submarines commanded.
by offfecrs apparently familiar with
the shallow waters was mnaounced
today by the Eighth Naval Dis-
trict together with the loss of two
merchant vessels,

They were the first Teported lost
in the Gulk

The ships, 4 medium size United
Btates vessel' and a small Hondu-
ran merchantman. both und,
were Altacked Wednesday afternoon
and evening. . One. was. sunk by &
torpedo and the other set afire by
ahella  and . abandoned. ;. There - was
no losk of life among;ths 87 crew-

men aboard the two ships, or the
3ix passengers aboard one,

4 Augusto A. Benmt’of New Bed-

ford, Masa, a passenger, reported
he saw a torpedo headed for the
medium alze vessel about noon
Wedneaday but it missed by 100
et .

RACED FOR PORT

The ship began racing for- the
nearest port. and ten minutas later
& "large, apparently new German
submarine. painted dark green, sur-
faced, and began shelling the ves.
wel with s flve-inch and s three-

inch gun.  The ship reached a

speed of sixteen knots, but the

submarine began  overhsuling it
And A direct hit disabled lts steer-
1ng gear. )

The ship began clrcllnz and was
nrbandoned. As- the 41 crewmen
and six passengers stected clear
aboard two rafts and a lifeboat,
the submarine rammed a torpeds
into the engine room and the ship
sank quickly,

The survivors reparted they
heard someone on lhe subma-
rine say in' perfect, English:
*Sorry we can't help you, hope
you get ashore.

The survivors were picked .up

Ses SUBS IN GULF on page T

Little
change in
temperature

tonight.

Today’s TcmpA. H 67; L. 52
Sunset Today __
Sunrise Tomorrow 6.

Additionat U. 8. Weather Bureau
data will be found on page 7.

rove to be “one of the de-

Chive’ hnuln of the war and the
" the News Chironicls sald:

1 lhe Battle of the Coral Sea
. proves s victory for the Al-
lles, the Japanese wlll, for the
first time since thelr victories In
Pearl Harbor and Singapore, find
thelr ever lengthening val-
nerrble lines of communication in
danger.”

5/No Lights for

Note To Readers

Dispatchies from Bertin, Rome,
Tokyo and other enemy coun-
tries are published by The News
with (he caution thal they fre-
quently contain false lhlemenll
intended for propaga; par-
poses. ~ This shounld bc ulm
inte conslderntion when reading
the steries credited fo Axis
sources,

Beach Driving
RALEIGH—A) — Motor ve~
hicies driven at night within
five miles of the orean will ba
limited 1o parking lights snd
will be prehibited to drive more
than fifieen an  hoear,
Chalrman Ben Prince of the
Highway Commisslen, an-
nounced today. {
Prince aald thal signs giving
the light snd speed limits wasld
rrcled  Immediately. He
nld ihe actlon was taken at
“the request of the War De-

partmen!

Australia
Rejoices

But Full Meaning of
Battle Still Awaited

CANBERRA, Australia — (P —
Australlans awalted details to place
the Coral Sea battle in proper
a [Prospective today, but Prime Min-
ister John Curtin sald “we can be
proud of what has been done” in
the Allled action sgainst the Jap-
anese Fleet.

“I have nd doubt that other bat-
tles have yetita be fought as part
of  the:struggle which must con-
tinys:untilithe enemy is defeated
or S Welare: conquered,” the Prime
Minister: sl

Clirtin prajsed the Allled mnaval
and:iair fofes—Iin which he satd
Australianiand United States units
fought:'side, by side—for their
“mntcmea.s quality, skill and cour-

e said the herole personnel had
«nm week atood between Australla
andislark tragedy” and suggested
all Anstrnllnnn should follow thelr,
exariple: in shouldering the obliga-
tions of “War.
ere “waa rejolcing at reportx
of the repulse of the Japanese, but
competent commentators withheld
judgment as to the full meaning of
the battie pending disclosure of the
extent of Allied lostes and the re-
maining strength of the Japanesc
rrmada.

i east coast of the continent;
wheeled in desperation behind the terrific hammering
of Allied planes and surface craft.

In their desperation to escape the savage attacks
which put eleven of their ships at the bottom:of ‘the
Coral Sea and left six badly crippled, the remnants of
the enemy fleet left long curly wakes that:resembled
the thrashing of a wounded snake.
The Japanese still have powerfal naval nd,
forces in the vast area of the So!onol Idnﬁ, New
Britain, New Guinea, the Bismarck

ed islands and it thh

bland optimism for the fature, -

Military experts recilled that the Japanese H
moving against the treasure island’ 'of Java w
Macassar Strait .despite losses comparable o
sulfered since Monday.

This time, however, the Japanese were forced h
retire while in the case of ‘Macassar the ‘crippled and
wounded invasion force pressed steadily forward. i

In a correlary to the main battle, huge United
States bombers found a Japanese convoy..off: New.
Britain Friday.

Anti-Aircraft fire was intense but all the air
craft returned safely.

Some other bombers returning from
chase came down through the overcast and fomd twu
Japanese seaplanes, which they dealt with,

From a standpoint of land-based air power, the
effectiveness of recent sustained raids on. Las and

Battered Fleet

"By C. YATES McDANIEL .

ALLIED HEADQUARTERS, Australia,<<(AP)
nouncing categorically the basic outline of a clear-cut
victory in the greatest sea fight of the war, Gen:
MacArthur declared today that American losses in:repuls
the proud invasion armada Japan sent into.the:Coral
had been relatively light, and branded Tokyo's claims
damage flatly as false and fantastic. o
In succesaive communigues MacArthur declareds

coast o( Australin has temporarily ceased .
2, “Our naval forces . . . fought with' admirable
courage and {enacity and the enemy has been nnh.‘i
3. “Our attacks will continue.
4. “The enemy version of the battling +:¢

Hee 1L B SWIPS on page 1

WASHINGTON— () —Tentabive
revislons i the scope of the
Eastern Seaboard gasoline ration-
ing program would exempt ap-
proximately 57 counties in Penn-
sylvanta, New York. Virginia, Mary-
land and Florida, and all of West
Virglnla except. cum countles, it
was learn

Officlals sakd lhe Iatest pml

and Jetterson Counties in West
Virginla,

IN OTHER STATES s
Counties which would be' ex-
cluded in the other states under
the proposal would be: ‘
New York: Monroe, ” Livingsion,
Allegany, Orleans, Génesee;. Wys

posals

which gnsoline i would  be nlloned
eliminated ten’ counties in New
York, 36 -In Pennaylvania, ‘one in
Maryland, ten In Virginia, and ten
in_Florida.

They . would include only Mine
eral, ~ Orant, Pendleton; HMamp-
shire, Mardy, Morgan, Berkeley,

oming,
and Chautauqus,

elte,” W



