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Séiek Em Up!
British Beat Japs to Draw
In Viehyfrench Madaegascar

For a second time since the war began

the British have beat the Axis to the
draw, Last Summer it was the prowing
swarm of German “tourists” in Syria

that persuaded Churc to undertake a
long 'and bloody campaign agalnst the
near castern Vichy French, Only by
ruthless and forchanded action were the
Nazis prevented from seizing not only
8yrim, ‘but Iran and Iraq.

There was a good deal of criticism of
the British for letting drive at the
French so promptiy. but we know now
that 1t was the oniy thing that could
have been done. and ‘twere better it
were done quickly.

Here was an island that, In enemy
hands, could have closed the whole
Indian Ocean to the United Nations.
It was being “defended” by the forces
of Vichy France. A Japanese delega-
tion was there, negotiating for some sort,
of deal that might well have resembled
the capitulation of Indo-China.

The British waited and waited, Al
Iength, the Japanése came up to the
borders of India. Plerre Laval returncd
to power in Vichy. It was enough. The
British sent. ships and men-to take and
hold Madagasear.

Ii was an offenslve action—not too
little—~too late defense as in Norway
and Crete. All the lessons of the war
are explicit on this point, Victory fav-
ors the side that moves first; defeat
beckpns the natlon which walts for the
enemy to do his worst,

Pot & Kedilo

Army Politics, We Daresny.
Is No Worse Than Congress®

This week's prize for artless and un-
abashed natvete has already been won,
hands down, by Congressman Faddis of
Pennsylvania, In support of his pro-
posed amendment to restrain the Army
from handing out commissions to civi-
Hans before they had gone through the
mill, Rep. Faddls allows that favoritism
has been shown In some Instances.

Do tell, sir!

He also suspects that high ranking
commissions have been given to men
who lacked the necessary qualifications
and experlence,

Gad. sir—and we thought all the time
that what Clarence Kuester calls Wash-
ington City had been purged of polftics
for the duration!

In spite of this bitter disillusionment,
however, we hald fast to the proposition
that when muore ecffective ways ‘and
means of nepotism, favoritism, and sin-
ecurism are deviscd, they will originate
tn Congress and not fn the Army.

The Army needs oflicers and In a
hurry. At many an office desk are licu-
tenants. captains and majors who are
perfectly capable of serving in the ficld.
The Army’s policy has been to free these
men for active service by commisston-
Ing qualificd civilfans to replace them,

Under such a hurry-up plan, there
lan't much doubt that politics has been
played thick and fast, But, pray tell,
where In this {yenzy of Gevernment ex-
pansion is politics not thriving?

Congress, least of all, would sobm
qualified to cast the first stone. Indeed,
that body would ake Yhe war dess
unpleasant for evervbody by tending its
own sinecures. For it to attemp! taking
politics out of the Arny would be son
what like separating a tortnise fram b
shell. For, just as the tortole o
its moss-backed protectinn o th
clings to its raste
tics. And wer time, we
for amputations.

Sit And Ride
Standing on Highway Bus
Is Inexcnsably Dangerous

‘There were 40 persons

aboard the pas-

senger bus that turned over near Dunn
gesterday. On the testimony of inves-
tgating officers the vehicie had be

crowded beyond its seated-loud capacity;
many .of dhe passengers were standing,
Btanding passengers,
driver :knows, arc a shi
FeSPOnd en masse to contrifugal force

(I¥shouldn't Nave been too much of a
surprisé:to Driver bert Green that,
when' he atiempted 2 loft turn, the bus
ipped fover JonitsUside, juring some
Vpnteeriiof the passeniers, The won-
ler 18 thit move busséa:dont turn over
matoristidriving ifrom . Gattey to
46 Bunday i eotld shave counted

ously overloaded. He would have seen
one listing heavily to starboard, literally
inviting trouble.

Oh yes, the bus lines are being swamp-
ed on week-ends. They simply don't
have tlie equipment to haul everybody
that buys.a ticket—especially since the
soldlers “started moving In such large
numbers.  But how. we'd like to ask,
does lack of facilities for moving every-
1o safely over the week-end give the
bus companies license to overload their
coaches?

It would seem preferable to let only
the maxinium safe load aboard cach bus,
‘The others would simply have to walt.
And, annoying and borlng as that may
be, it would seem inflnltely more desir-
able than placing the lives of passen-
gers in jeopardy.

Deocision @F Blead

To Keep Russia in the War,
We May Have To Lose China

Over the week-end, the Jap slipped

. A palr of pincers over the neckiofiFree

China, In the thousand miles: between
Ichang, the last Invader outpost up-the
Yangtze River, and Jap-invested Lashio
is concentrated the bulk of Chiang Kai-
Shek's pitifully small industry and the
richer of his remalning farm land. If
the Jap can close the pincers—and the
polnt equidistant from both jaws is the
capital, Chungklng — Chinn will be
knocked out of the war, completely and
irrevocably,

The only natlon with an outside
chance of saving Chlna is the United
States. The bitter fact s that for irre~
futable reasons of world strategy, we
may have to send the men and machines
that could save China to other fronts.
Our Gavernment. in fine, may already
have decided that the greater part of
the nation’s war effort must be directed
this year egainst Hitler, rather than
against Japan, Faced with a cholee of
disasters, the chances are that we have
chosen to keep Russia fighting at the
risk of lostng China,

It is a decision of the head-—certainly
not of the heart, For most of us, the
measure of affection “we hold for the
heroie Chinese far exceeds our admira-
tion of the Soviets, who found the soft
spot in our hearts only when they were
sueeessful against the German

With the Chinese, it's somewhat dif-
ferent. At least we've been friendly with
them longer. Tt fs going to be hard
watching their valiant republic go under.

It 15 going to be even more difficult
to cxplain to the Chinese why we didn't
do all that could have been done. They
are likely to be rather unresponsive to
our promise to restore thelr freedom
some day. It is moing to be the toughest
pirce of talking Mr. Roosevelt and Cor-
dell Hult ever did. As Raymond Clapper
says. the Chinese deserve something so
much hetter.

War Projoct
Time and Circumstances Are
Right for This Undertaking

Heavy, heavy hangs over the head of
the City Government. Public works of
any consequence are out for the dura-

tion. Heavy equipment and replacement
parts are either unobtainable or soon
will be. and asphalt may.not be

used in the bullding, repair or mainten-
ance of streets,

Whole departments which ordinarfly
are self-supporting face the prospect of
having nothing to do. The Inspection
Diviston. for example, whose revenue
from fees has heen considerable. With
el ¢ bullding shut off, there are no
imrpections - be made—and no fecs.
s admittedly, an unusual, unprece-
dented situation which the City Gov-
ernment L and as Clty Manager
Fiack was telling Dick Young yesterday,
POses o nnmber of tough questions.
Nevertheless, despite the war and the
rrefty of materiads and the regulations
sl new constructton, there s, it
highly desirable, com-
xpenslve project which the
undertake. 1t cries to be
done. 1L should have been s arted years
agn. and the long it i3 delayed, the
more difficult and costly 1 will be,

E project 1s. inoa word, street-
Wicening. Notothe actual widening of .
streets ovhich wonld require materialy
and much labor but the establishment
of “new haldding lines g ording to a
comprebessve plan for Charlolte  of
the future This in fself witl bring about
na Bamedluste improvement, byt wilk he,
40, @ bequest\to tomorrow's city.
Unirss it is made, the-place will Hecome
more and mure a clty trying to tlourlsh
within the lmits of a smatl town.

ST

Alibis—=
Ne Planes

- WASHINGTON

HEMMING and hawing over
whether the Government should
selze the Curtiss-Wright airplane
factory at Colum-
bus, Ohlo, have
been reaching the
" public prints, off
i and

*“8 longer be & mili-
tary secret that this plant achieved
the senfatlonal record of not de-
lvering n aingle airplane for more
than fourteen months after it
broke ground. The plant was stagj~
ed January 20, 1841, and was {fh-
ished nearly a year ago in>the
middle of June. “Yet the first de-
livery was made only a few weeks
ago.

BIG CHRISTENING—
BUT NO PRODUCTION

A big christening was held last
Dec. 4. for what was supposed to
be the first plane off the line. De-

ltveries were supposed to have
started then.

Pictures were taken and news-
paper  stories  widely  efreulated,

Since then the only matters about
whirh there has been nny publiclty
have been the accusations and de-

nials that &  slawdown exlsted
there.

The christencd  plane  wan
actually only a test model.

After the cameras were taken
away and the newspapermen
had gone, welghts were dropped
upon Ms wings, etc. to de-
termine s durabllity, ¥4 was
wrecked In the process, and
actual dellverfes did not start
until about flve months later.

Now, there may be disputes as
to who is to blame. but there can
be nio denlal of these facts. Among
the explanations, which are no
doubt valid, are that the personnel
in the plant was 52 per cent new
to the aviation Industrv: thet the
plant itself was Hkewise new:
the comvany had to do experi-
mental destening and proving. as
well as producing, efc.

BAD MORALE.
SLOWDOWN CHARGED

Other charges that have been
made, however, nre:

That morale in the plant has
been low; that Inhor has heen In &
slowdown, and that neither the
manazement nor fhe labor seemed
able to hnndle [ts own end of the
bustness efficlently,

Whether & new naval tsnector
assioned ta the nlant will change
matfers remains to he seen.

Repardless of all that. no ane
here nr in Columbus has been able
1o cut throngh fhis amazing situn-
thn and give thet pant a recerd
of which 4t shoul' be wroud, So
far it has produced more explana-
iens thrn planes.

STALIN ronipa rrep
FOR “FREFDOM AND JUSTICE®
Stalln’s Mav Ty sneech  was
addressed in the Red workers, bt
it sounded like none he ever made
before. Gone was anv talk af
“the revolutlon”  Absent wne any
stgestlon af his kind nf rollectiv-
Ih  What he Seants now ts:
“Freedom and Justice.”
Moderate also were his demands,
He renounced any ambltlon  for
terrlitory. brvond { e areulsition
fhe sald “freeine™y of his  own
Tkralne and White Pussians, Li-
fhuaniens. Latvinns, Estondans, and
Finnish Karelians.

While this new presentation
»f Russian purboses may have
been partly concelved for effeot
on the eutdide world, its maln
eftect Wil be amon the Russlan
reanle  themselves,  directing
ihelr mind< awav from ald Red
goals toward a new one,

CINNA DELIVERIES
WILL BE TouGn

Mr. Roosevelt will have frouble
keepine his promise to malntatn
his shipment of sunplles to China
He was no doubt soeaking  of
creatlng 4 new Burma Road of the
skies. He could make 1t fully ef-
ficlent. onlv with 100 transport
planes, each wvlane wonld earry
three or four fons. With a reund
tdp & dny from Indin for each
plane. the skvway ecould approx

- Mate the peak traffe of the Bur-

ma Hichway, It carried around
15000 tons n month, nlthouzh 6.000
of this was gns for the fricks.

A tundred olanes, however, are
nard to find these days, The Chi-
nese were promised 25 but they
have nat yet recefved these.

Very dittle material has  been
getling into China since the Japs
selzed Rangoon,

Facéts Are Stubborn Th'l'ngi.—Aim RENE LE'SAGE
: ’ LT % " i i i
' : Main Street, U.S. 4.

“Fither Mé Or Communism”’

NEW YORK.. EO 0T e

(W ASHINGTON 15 wracking tts
braln (o understand what i3
happening s both Italy and Ger-
many, and Is warning ubout fuked
internal disturbances and the be-
ginning of n Peace Offenslve.

Thal Italy and Germany want
peace I certain. They wiil never
be able to make peace under botter
conditions than an acknowledg~
ment of the now existing status
would be. If the offer which the
Frec French News Agency pub-
lished Thursday is correct, such &
pence would amount to a tremen-
dous victory for the Fasclst alli-
ance, It would leave Germany the
control of the whole of Eurepe, a
free hand in Russin, and & vast
cmplre overseas.

“PEACE" WOULD BE
ONLY A BREATHING SPELL

Suc ¢ 15, of course. in-
supportable, and of course jt would
only be a breathing space during
which Germany could prepare (o
strike agnin In two ar three years
for the conquest of the world, And,
of course, it would have huge con-
sequences Inside all natlons; for
the existence In the center of (he
world of a Fascist block embrac-
g ball & biilon people, without
the Europenn colonies, would glve
Aan upper hand to all the Fasclsts in
Britala and the Amcricas, Even
the so-called advantages  offered,
for instance nrrangements  for
trade between the three “empires,”
wauld open the world to Faselst
penetration. For—as Douglas Mile
ier_trenchantly points  out—you
cRRL trade In any ordinary way
with the Nazl-Fascist set-up, but
Jould have to organize along thele
tnes.

Now this peace offeasive Is uni
que, In that It Is accompanted by
a demonstration, not of strength,
but of wenkncss.

The defeat of Germany In
the last Winter campaign on
the Western Front s not final,
hut it is very real. On some
impartant polnts, far Instance
between Vitebsk and Bryansk,
the Grrman armles are now
standing where they stood at
the end of Juty 1M1, And up
1o now they have nat regalned
the Inltlative.

Furthermore, the alr superiority
of the Brllish appears obvious, ng
every forecast for the devclopment
of air power is on ou side. So the

“Hlider In His Grave?
Si_ﬂlin_ B EBerlim?™

By 8. Burton Heath

with
first
did
t hit

“Let me congratulate you
my full heart upon your
fssue. It is well thal you
LI black and white . ..
the bull's eye with every paragraph;
It is strefgnt from the shoulder
©. It speaks the truth

When Gerald L. K. Smith, one-
tme pal of the late Huey Long
and member Willlam ~Dudley
Pelley’s seditious Sfiver Shirts, an-
nounced  publicly  that.  Senator
Reynolds of North Carolina had
written him the above panegyric
about the first Issue of The Gross
and the Flag the natural reaction
was utter dishellef.

Surely the chairman of the Mili-
tary Alfairs Committce would not
write thiss of such a publication.

“Internationsl conspirators Seek
to Destroy  Americs's Soverelgnty
In the Name of Wartime Emer-
geney and Peacetime Choas” is the
sibtitle of one patriotic offering
In this magezine which  Senator
Reynolds was sald to have pratsed
0" euloglsticaly.

“WIL Refugees Takn
by the Soldlers?” inquires the
title of angther. “Is  Presldent
Rooscvelt - Being Used by the: Red

Jobs  Left

Smear Artlsts?” psks 2 {kird, and
"SirStafford Cripps—Whose Man
Is He? Churchills or Stalin's?*
demands a fourth,

“You witness R crucifixion” of
middle - class  [ndustry  surpassing
even the lquidation of simllar groups
durlng and following the Russlan.
Revolutlon,” writes Smith of tha
Aautomadblle ban made necegsary by
steel, rubber, and plant shbriages.

“An't it the truth,” Smith sald
Reynolds agreed with these dlcta,

o

"It hits lhe bulls ey ocs

Smith's  editorial  offering, three
months after Pearl Harbor:

“What is victory?  Mew  will

we recognize 117 Does b mean

e and  Btalin

‘e must Wl

Staies a hoop

5 ... Any milltary netivity

_beyond 1his’ hoop af steel should

be indulged in only
pose of repeliing attac
ow  Senatar  Reynalds

for the pur-

Dublicly
admits  that he actually  wrote
Bmith such & letter. Dors this
mean the Senator approves 1he
obstructionlst. defeatlst tans of the
publication and the Fascist record
of 1 publisherz

By Dorothy Thompson

German offer that we acknowledie
her victory comes tn an awkwiard
momeat for Gern

NAZI POLITIC
DUE FOR TIIS SUMMER
But has Germany any political
weapons. any plan for a_politicn]
offensive, which she is lkely to
mnke?

1 think ves, and 7 think we shail
FO_throusth iU this Summer.

It ks to be discerned fram what,
Germany I teiling her awn people
and nllowlng the world ta hear

SIVE

For Germany Is In (he odd
sltuation of belg able—she-
thinks -to make a (hreat out
of her weakness,  And in the
Hearsts and McCormicks and
Fattersans of this country, she
expeets Go - flnd alds.  This
threal 1% to (ell the world: Im-
agine what wilt happen If we
are heaten!  Germany threat-
ens o open the gates (o “the
Bol<hevik hardes,” in the hope
that the worlil will then rush
to Mltta's rescur with peace,
and gven accept his terms.

Now this
German

Is the oldest of all the
es. L say o German™

. Side - Glances

rather than Nazl. because  the
German Republic played this game
100, Whenever any demand was
made by Germany, 1t was backed
by the threat, “If we are not
nelped., Germany wil go Commu-
niste " This reached s clmax
when Hitler brought down the Ger-
man Republic self with the sume
slogan:” “Etther me or Commun-
1sm” It galned further suceesses
N the first years of appeasement.
That what Ribbentrop  told
Chamberlat, in order to get the
concessions that led to Munich.
“Either me or Communism® s,
therefore, nothing new. But the
weakness of Germany at this mo-
ment, gives 0 new opportunity to
play the old game,

DANGER IS IN PROPAGANDA
NOT IN DIPLOMACY

We, however. ousht to exploit it

for our stde by exposing.it. The
real danzer in this s not that gov-
eroments will be deceived. It 13
the danger of fts berag used for
the sort of secret negotiations be-
tween  private groups that have
gone on since the beginning of this
war. Ts political datiger 15 R pro-
paganda’ danger, not n diplomatic

Never be afraid of the weakness
of your enemies.  nor of  their
threats of sufcide. Let us only
seroto aur own strength and pres
pare for the establishment of an
ordrrly world. And telt the Gex-
nwn people about it.

e e .
TODAY'S BIBLE THOUGHT

In the vast stretches of the
universe there is no place where
we may be said to be (rlendless
and afne. Our Father is with
us, our great and intimate
friend, our protector: Fear thou
not, for I am with thee, he not
dismayed: for [ am thy God: I
will strenpthen thee, yea 1 will
help thee, yen 1wl uphold thee
with the right hand of my
rightecusness.~——Isqiah 41:10,

£5,

COPR. 1543 BY HEA BEAYICE, (. T. M. B16. U, 8. PAT, OFF

“That new kid neposs the streel Was bragging about how
tough his father was, but he cértainly shut up when I told
him you used to bé a-wild man in the clrcusyl"(

v
o "

hallowtng as

Y was ready to o

* “as far a5 some of his

advisers felt he ought. to go,
He refrained from advocating: com~

pulsory savings although Important New
Dealers around him urged :it: strongly

and are convinced we .shallhave

come to it. He refrained from advooate -

ing a sales tax, although hsre sgain
some of his most trusted advisers are
convinced there must be one. Ne doubt
it will be called a “war consumptien
tax” when 1t comes as it certainly will,

HE PREFERS TO WAIT
FOR PUBLIC SENTIMENT

It 1s a good bet that Mr. Roosevelt
knows these measures will have to be
taken but prefers t6 allow time for
public sentiment to develop, 1If the -
President  thought public  sentiment
were ready now to support him he prob-
ably would go ahead with the mora
drastic recommendations, But in this
delicate business of steering & whale
people through the rough measures res
quired by total war, you can't blame the
President for not wantlng to strain his
leadership beyond the point where the
country s ready to back him up.

If e are golng to give intelligent
support to enable the Government
to do what must be"done, we shail
have to do seme [ntelligent think-
ing. .That requires facing “condt-
tlons as they are today, not as they
were ten yrars agn.  When your
econamy is drad and yau are try-
ing fto revive consumption,
you need to do eertain things. When
your econamy is overstimulated as.
it s now and you are trying 1o re-
dure civilian consumption to make
toom for war productlon. then to-
tally different and opposite mea-
sures are cailed for,

mass

This is why important New
Dealers who fought the sales tax for
years because 1t would depress cone
sumption are for 1t now because wa
need to depress consumption. Right
now some $28.000,000.000 additfonal is
soing into wages and salaries—90 per
cent of it going to low-income groups.
AL the same tHme (he production nt
Roads - for family use Is going down and
down. The excess moncy U ailowed
to float around would auly result in
people blddlng wp prices agatnat rach
other. Not even the barrters nf price
control could hold the appetite n check
any more than Federal prohibition
agents were mble to stop people from
drinking.

some

NEW DEALERS ADAPT
POLICILS TO NEW TIMES

The New Dealers who have been
right mast of the time over the last
teny are now raphdly  revering
thelr positions because conditions are
reversed  They nre uving o adapt
their policies to the needs of this dav,
which is eertainly more intelligent than
coasting along on some old gperches
they made when half of the nation’s
factorles and working population wera
1dle.

The fact that the Nattonal Assocla-
tlon of Manufacturcrs and ather busl-
ness groups favored a rales tax at a
time when it would only have further
depressed consumption 1s no  reason
for New Dealers opposing it now when
they want to depress consumption.

years

NOW TO GET AT
MORE MODEST INCOMES

The classic papular argument agninst
the safes tax is that #t hears more Jieay-
tly on the poor than on the rich. That
15 its effect without {he slightest doubt.
The salesetnx won't sonk fhe rich. As a
substitute for Iucome taxes, which 1t
was during the depression, it Isa fraud,
- But now we can get the rich through
the tncome tax. They pay far mors
heavily than the poor, proportanntely—
 third ta & halt of their incomes while
milllons are exempl from facome tax.
That i5 half of the Job and the rates
are RoIg up same more, ax they should,

The other half of the job is to get nt
the expanding buying power now rolhg
to the lower Income growps. Congros
shows no slgns of drastlc lowerlng of
income-tax excmplions. The only prar-
teal way left to get at this money iy
through  sales taxes fing o
savings.  Five
reactionary program.
Deal necesslty,

t4
was'
Now It §s a New

Nuture Notea
(ML Moriah ltems,
Monroe Journaly

T didn't know that dirt dobbers by
their houses” (s early, it
nome  minging, tadny,. Jiko
bullding.

Thonght 1t wasn't tlifie for wild foene -
to phas, but nome flew over last ighty
it they wers really happy,

1 heard
they  ware




