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war, and & chief serylce of the American
doctor for years has been In correcting
physical ailments wrought by cating ils.

The Government was apparently de-
lighted, after & slege of worrsing
about publle lethargy, with the natlon’s
response to the first rationing —of
sugar. What should shame us, but never
will. is that such ratloning never shoulid
have been necessary. We're not down yet
to what many a sensible medico allows
a too-fat cltizen. Why, after all, should
we be expected to yelp at the new restric-
tlons, for whatever causc? Such a low-
grade standard of living as we face
today would look like Saturday night
in Heaven to mast of the earth's peoples,
and In peace time, too. Ask the Rev,
‘Woolf if it isn't so.

Wage Policy
“Stabilize”, FR Meant, and By
That To Increase Moderately

When the Presldent delivered his antl-
“Inflation message to Congress, he was
specific in his proposals on nearly every
Infistionary factor. One which he seemed
“to evade WAS wages. C'We must stabilize
the remuneration received by Individuals
for thelr work.”

+Stabllize” could have meant almost
saything. In any case, the Presldent’s
‘phraseclogy encouraged the criticism
‘that he had determined to exact war
ascrifices of all save labor. But in his
fireside chat he became explicit on ihat
point also.

“Do you work for wages?" he said.
“Then, “You will have to forego higher
“wages for your particular job for the
“duration of the War.”

y . .

Qur Preceplors
Let Them Read What Aesop
‘Had To Say on a Subject

Oneof our oldest-and.cwisést iworid
corr despite the fact that he
sent his dispatches out of the Greclan
{sle Samos more than 2,500 years ago,
is Aesop the ancicnt, himself half man,
half fable. Even in this day of feverish,
compeiling communiques from a hun-
dred battiefronts, his sharp obscrvations
have a current application. Recently, for
fnatance, on one of our irregular- Can-
ters. through his dusty corridors, we
came face to face with that august
body, the Congress of the United States.
~Surprising-to ~discover Recovered Is0--—
lationlst Bert Wheeler mixed up with
the Hare and the Tortolse, and Straight
Man Henry Wallace taking the side ot
the Grasshopper against the Ant on
the late AAA—but not in the least con-
fusing. Our Washinglon sct  scemed
ue, B POt~  right at home. And old Aesop, appar-
tion of the wage Increasc to which 1t onyly ready for any emergency, had
was entitled by contract—but of whal ywordy for them. Or so it seemed:
standing. pray, are mere paper-writings “One fine day two crabs came onut
(a8 between, for instance, & jobber and  grom their homes to take a stroll on the
_aretatler) when they collide with the 454, 'Child), 'said the mother, 'you are
war effort? And labor received & Mub-  galging very ungracefully. You should
stantial wage increase plus the elimina-  peoystom yourself o walking straizht
tion of a sectional diffcrential, which 18 torward, without twisting yoursell from
one of its cardinal aims. side to side.

From this precedent the Presidents “'pray, mother’, said the young onr,
anti-inflationary pollcy shapes Up 10 go but set the example and I will fol-
“aignity that everything I3 to be frozen oy you'"

solid except wages, avhlch for the imme- Whereupon Brother Acsop. nho more
diate future, ab lemst, are to remain In  gogmatic  than  usual, summarizcd:
a semi-fluid state. “Stabllize” it turna  «gxample Is The Best Precept.” And
out, meant to increase wages. but nob  yery well he could have been alluding to
:“immoderately. our Congress and their 1ast two errors
tIn a war-time laficld, The Penslon
Attempt and the grabblng of oo many
X cards under gasoline-rationing would
sit no better with our Aesop than with
a solemn American public of today.
Crabs, almost to the last man.

Congress has, in spots, & bad record
of example-setting for men under the
doubly-dark clouds of war and comlng
clections, and ihe humor of n people
without petrol was not improved by lasi
weck’s announcements that thelr eleeted
representatives had invaded a new field.
When electlon time rells upon us agatn,
we think voters will remember the X's
af pas_rationing time, ang remember to
place thelr own X's beside other names,

Presuming that we may often expret
mistakes of our own kind, well still be
ready to fire down hard on Lhe office
cuspidor every tme we hear some newly-
wrathful Congressman bemoaning labor's
lost. man hours, or firing up some
truublesome old questlon like the Sea
Otters again, They may not have bheen
man hours, but precious hours nf & sort
have been lost without number in Wash-
ingten, Enouph to lasl a long. long time,

And privately, ¥ we ever get to the
shore again, we'Jl grin at every seramb-
Mg sand fiddier we sce and salute:
“Yep, there by the grace of Aesop and
the voters goes R. Rice Reynolds, Dem.,

" ‘This contrast brought sbout & good
déal of Indecislon as to what the Presi-
“dent actually meant to d as
his anti-inflationary wage policy. He
could have been taken elther way. Labor
‘preterred to take him at hix first word,
“‘and labor, it begins to appear, was right.
For this week the contract of a half-
“million shipyard workers was renewed
for twelve months. Under the expiring
tract; wages were tled to-the cost
‘of living index, and by virtue of & sharp
Tise in that index, wages were to have
gope up by something ltke twelvs or
Thirteen per cent: —
But at the President’s written insis-
tence, the increase in wages was held
down—to six per cent for workers In the
‘Pacific, Atlantlc and Great Lakes zones,
ten per cent in the Gulf zone where
‘a differential was knocked out.
¢ Thus_labor_gave up, 1t is true, B por-

Stuffers

The War May Teach America
Something About Leanneas

-We've seen and heard enough of the
elementary thesis that food will win the
war and followed too many a winding
treatise In its behalf through beleaguered
Britain and the unhappy countries of
occupation. What we hold as a simple
fact 1s that man and his meai, in war
of peace, can never be completely and
satisfactorily separated. What we hope,
however, is that war will teach us a
new lesson in national table habits.

To Libzon came the Rev, Hiram Wooll,
an American rector of an Episcopal
church in Rome, escaped from impris-
onment in Italy. Jalled on a charge of
esplonage, he had spent the Fail, Winter
and early Spring on a daily ration of
one bowl of soup, one pound of bread.
He lived, but emerger no longer the
plump minister of old. And that, when
he reached safety, was apparently his
“first dignified complaint. The gentle
man of the church may conslder he has
Joat an asset for a SBunday morning’s
‘appearance. We would welcome such a
wandering aof the American walstline,
tunder more pleasant conditions, here at

e,
Far too long have we carelessly courted
the calory, Our war record to date may

Tead too little and too late. but at the Along with the electrie razor and
table we've always worshipped the idea  foothbrush, Lhere is an electrie brush
of .to0 much and too often. The very for the p. The harassed taxpayer
_fertility of the iand of plenty hides the  heretofore has had to scrateh the head

yoot-of many an American ill. If the Dy hand,

Army and Navy find more and more

men and boys unsble to meel lowered T

mﬂ“ atandards, the blame may well 1y i5 now weil rstablished thal drink- .
nhml dining room. A great many yng coplously of fish liver o)l makes one

‘¥4 have taken most af our cxerclie  seo better fn the dark. And a Iot easier

tting down to, and pushing away from, 1 find, h

|

.Beginning with the blossem and end-
ing with the ple on & windaw sill, every-
thing about the pple.amells grand.

merica, where the pressure ;
10 bp st keenly felt, we face There 12 no cure for-the wishful
Weimust: The services  thinker, For years we thought of Japan
Snd more doclora off %o s a.zécond division club, and will agaln,

Aim To
Suppress

By Paul Mallon

WASHINGTON.

A PUZZLING change in popular

attitudes toward free speech

seems to have evolved unnoticed out
o

18 war.
e moat AR~
gressive agltation

for such clvii iib-
erties formerly
came from the 1b-
eral groups in thia
country, and even
the radicals. Aa
minorities,
clamored day In
and day oui for
free spcech,

Now such dgl-
tatlon by these groups i no longer
noticeable. For instance, you rarely
xee the American Civil Liberties
Unlon I print, although apparently
it 15 5til} continuing business at the
old stand.

It has acquired some new mem-
hers for its national committee, and
says it i3 doing something about
American cltlzens of Jap descent
evacuated from the West Coast,
about defense of aless rights, and
the prosecution of allegedly sedl-
tious publications, but both the
unfon itself and free apcech RRita-
tlon In general are inconspleuous.

RADICALS NOW
WANT SUPPRESSION

Instead, the llberal and radical
pressure Rroups seem to be Working
toward suppression of free speech
among those Americans whom they
deem to be of Fascist tendencies
or leanings.

M there i< one group of Texidents
of this world less entitled than any
other group to free speech, it is
those who want Germany to win
this war, It fs hard for anyone to
Renerate enthusiasm for free speech
in behalf of those who .would de-
stroy it. Personaliy, I can’t.

Unfortunately. however,
Nberal and radical groups da
not conflne thelr anti-freedom
ngitation lo troe Fascists, but
are inclined la fet it run freely
on Americans who want to win
the war, but who dn not share
their domestic political bellefs.

These groups, under leadership
of thelr own press, are trying to
quell opposition to thelr causes by
free application of the nccusation
“Fasclst” They are leaving their
own hard-won ground for frecdom
af speech to sweep astde critics of
their politieal alms—while, strange-
Iy enough, lhis principle of fres
speech for all Is one of the four
frerdoms this country i [ighting
for,

FREEDOM MUGT BE
FOROTHER FELLOW TOO

Now freedom of apcech doea nat
mean freedom of expression for
your own views, It means frecdom
for the olher fellow. In Naziland
anyone who sides with {he party
in power enjoys frecdom of speech.
“The only freedom denled him is
freedom of criticlsm or objection.
Freedom of expression is A minority

Gan ¢ be that the lberals and
radleals now  consider themselves
comlng inlo the ascendancy in thia
country and are losing interest in
free speech for the other fellow?

NAVY FEELS BETTER
ABOUT SUB MENACE,

Appearance of German subs Al
the mautl of the Misstesip:
i (he 8t Lawrence Gull is being
viewed npprehensively —but really
Is good news.

Absenee of much  sinking news
{rom our main Atlantic coastal front
proves this Interpretation. Navy,
Army nnd Gonst Guard Patyols scem
(n have chmsed the Nazis from the
mast Important to lesser fronts,

Congressmen who have inquired,
hawe found the Navy feeling better
now than formerly about the sub
menz e,

- L TER OF
CONFLICTING KTATEMENTS®
Mr. Roosevelt cast some blame
upon’ the press for popular con-
fuston mor gas rationing in a lel-
ter which he sent to an inguirer in
Vermont. 1'r though the newspaper-
men arou OPA gnl together and
guessed et rationing wauld hold
the average motorisls to 2 1.2 to
5 gollons n week at the outsel and
that this aorled subsequent  dis-
pites

The Pravils

must not have
boan tully Ip emed. Newsmen
at OPA sy T 1-2 ta 5 gal-
laus eatimate ¢ome tram an of-
ficlal in Mr, Leith Plummer's
publiclty acrtlon of OTA, They
dn el want tn name the offi-
clal, because he gave them the
Information off the record. A
mimengraphed  stat~ment  had
been isaucd al the tiwe iabeut
» month agat pramisinz ratian-
ing but mentloning no flgure.

Although this unnamed officinl’s
private sdvance puess wax repud-
iated publicly by hoth Leon Hen-
derron and  Coordinator TIekes at
once. e appears nal 16 have been
50 far wrong i the end.

‘The Amerlcan Automobile Asso-

clation, in an offlcial statement.
has hlamed the confusien on “a
wrlter  af  confileting  statements

from Gevernment officlals mx to the
actunl shortage condltions pertaln-
Ing la rubber and gasollne.”

‘The press ra a whole served only
ax the agent for publishing the con-
flicting statements, not as e orl-
ginator of thenr.

You Can't Even Count
On a Beer Bottle Now

Sohn O'Ren in The Baltimore Sun

The beer hotlie s 1o be Urinner
and lighter under new arders (ssurd
by the War Production Beard. I do
not know how this wili affect the
bottles as containers, but L ahonld
fink U would modify  their efs
tectiveness as munilions of war In
saloon battles. A hotie that will
shatler at the firat and lightest
rontact with opponent’s  skull
murt disgust seataring men of the
old rehool, and T predlet that there
Wil be much sighing for the gnod
old days, when a heer bottle wax
gomething in be relled on in & row.
jeamp are necessary” Eves,

ABT Friday was Auto Dey in

the BSenate. Now comes the
Congressional Record for Friday's
sesalon, contalning s full and fac-
tual report on the actlvities of
the day. It was some day.

ney's resolution calling on mem-
bers to waive “collectively and in-
dividually” any “rights, privileges,
or sxemptions” under the gasoline
rationing order failed of passage by

- 6 2, the chamber
turned to unfinished ‘business. In
this instance unfinished butiness
was conslderation of the bill ap-
propriating money for the Agricul-
ture Department.

DRAWING A FRESH TRAIL
OVER THE X-CARDS

‘The Senate was in an ugly mood.
The battle of X-cards had left-a
brassy taste in the mouths of mem-
bers who felt that they had been
subjected to mn unjustitied public
flogging on this fssue,

‘Thus the stage was sel for that
tircless striver for economy, Sena-
tor Byrd. His committee had been
delving into the use, of antomo-
biles by the varlous agencles of the
Government. He was ready whh
facts sad figures on the Agricul-
ture Department: 4513 passenger
cars In use: total miles driven last
year, $§5,000,000; full-tlme chauf-
feurs on payroll, fi{tesn: tolal cost
o taxpeyers, $1,142456325.

WHO HAS CARS
—AND CHAUFFEURS

Don't stop. cried the Senate, in
effect, anxlous to hear about somes

v

By Stuart Rabb

one's else extravagances:. tell ts
more! For convenlence in reading,
we

e
seTmaved

18 anes
H 0,273

of Information . 8 T so1.00
Board of Eco-

nomic Warf)

Federal Communications

Comminsion 18.840.00
Federal Deposit .
Insurance Corp. 61 - 25,000.00
Federal

ATEREY e &8 02.00
Pederat Power

Comuml L2 3.831.00

n ..
Federsl Becursty

Axency LI X TIR T
Pederal Wi
Agency . 4 108282.00
Interior  Dep 3352 8 MI3N9LAT
Interstate” Commercs
Commlsison 233 4 32400000
.Labor  Dept. i 138400
Kational  Housing
11
ey
L oa
Fanama  Cansl sexclusie
of Army & Nryyi 212 130
Post Ofliee Dept. 2 2
Railrord  Retlyement
Board . L8 s

The total number of passenger
cars (not inciuding trucks or cars
used to transport materlals, rented
used cars of those of War, Navy,

L

Round Heads And Wooden Shoes Are Standirig Jokes.—JOSEPH ADDISON.

Auto Day

. (Charlotte News E(l;'torial Writer)

i

In The Se_ndté; £

executive offices, or legislative),
the Genator pointed out, la 13948,
These cars traveled 211,806,78 iniles
Jast year, costing, for operstion

. . There

these agencies, which cost en addi-
tlonal $1,000,000. And. in addifion
to ail that, the Government spent
$147.000,000 1ast year for travel pAY.

“So far as 95 Senators are con-
cerned,” Senator McKellar added
rather bltterly, “the operation of
thelr cars does not cos} the Gov-
ernment a cent.”

Having thus used Mr, Byrds
revelations to sglve their injured
feelings, the Senators defeated an
amendment that would have shaved
down the AAA expenditures and
adjourned In the middle of solilo-
quy by Mr, Pepger on the Unlon
of South Africa.

No, No, Not
That, Judge!

The Kanszs City Star
Spesking of drastic traffic en-
forcement, a_Wichita police judge

‘Is toylng with an all-out plan. His

fine for speeders would be a tire
off_the car. First to go would be
the spare, After the second offense
the motorlst would flnd himself on
three wheels.

We don't know how the judge
could find a scale of penaitiea for
other traffic offenses to go along
with auch wholehearted speed en-
forcement.

) If You Want To “Keep the Home Fires Burning”—
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Letders to the Edidors:-

Praying To End War

Edltors, Tur Nzws:
Among forum wrilers, I see very
lttle an lo praying to end the war.
We now Jesus taught that
prayer can do anything. I've just
finithied reading "Josephus” again.
Titns Caespr, in hls speech to the
soldlers before Jerusalem, atated
that the souls of soldlers Killed in
war are recelved Into ether Am
e B
Josephus' treatire on Hades, verse
6. page 902, saya: Cod the word
hath  the Father commlitted all
things and the Judge Christ shall
fulfill the will of the Fathern.
Thls shows (hat 1f we ank Jeaun
in end the wer. romething will
surely happen. There is plenty we

. den't understand as to why prayer

Ik so powerful, but perhaps it
warks slmilar to Tltus' statement,
We know wrong thoughta are
Tecelved by somelhing similar to
efer nnd seientifleally ruln  the
one dolng &0 unleas saved by Jesus.
—J. M. SHIELDS

1921 North Union K
Charlotte,

About Salary
Allotment Plan

Edltors, Tur News:

The Charlotte Underwrilers As-
soclation, through its  Publicity
Comunlttee with Mr, Tom Blrd as
chalrman, would llke to thank you
and conslderatlon
given to varlous projects spon-
sored and executed by our assocla-
tion durlng the past year.,

Undoubtedly, the Selary Allot-
ment United States War Hond
Plan sponsored by the Underwrit-

& wAS A succras due 1o the favor-
able publicity it recefved, If it had
not heen for the attentien glven to
thia plan in the newspapers, [
would have heen much harder o
explain to the employers the brne«
fits of and necestity for such A
plan. There are stitl many firma in
Charlonia that do not know “that
the Underwritery have ail of the

necessary material—are acqualnted
with the procedurs’in setting up a
Salary Alloiment Bond Campaign—
nre willing :to assiat either in the
aclual solicitationior by’ explain-
ing the idea:toivarious employea
roups,

The new' officars of the Under-
writers Associatlon” will contlnue
1his work, -and:I:ibelleve nome sort
of publicity should be given to ths
fack that employers who have not
yeb instailed:the: Balary ‘Allotment
Plan, can secure “all
Jnformationiandimaterial from the
UnderwritersiZARrociatlon.

~~ADON N, BMITH II.
Charlotte.

Arnie Cashion
Will Do His Bent

Editors, Txe NEwS:

Plcase allow me to extend to you
and The News my thanks and ap-
preciation for tie oice edltorisl
carried In The Newa on Thursday
of this week, However, 1 mm not
unmindful of the fine spirlt and
support of you and the Charlotie
Newn, and for the helpful infor-
mation and fine ideas that suggest
themselves to me and the members
of the present and former Boards
with whom I have had the pleas-
ure to kerve.

1 wiil mssure you that T will try
to do my best while serving the
people of  Mécklenburg  County,
however, 1 realize T make mistakes
and probably usc poor fudgment AL
times, but I hope T will never be
Ruilty of dolng efther, intentionelly
or wHfully, .

~—ARNIE D. CASHION.
Davidson,

Contrastin
Two Negroes
Editors, Twe News:

In your issue of the 11th
carried » letter asigned by

you
ons

the needed -

* doe)

By Herblock

o,

A

RN

Leander Derr, Monvoe, N. C. en-
titled “What s’ the Legio fights
ing for?” In which he rompletes
nin dlatrlbe with these words “but
as for me, to hell with the US.AL

wish he wss In Germany,
along with all the rest of his
ik, and see how long he would
Irst. My gueas—and wish—ls that
he would xoon go the way of the

T. J. Whitaker, & druggist in
camden, 8. €., recemtly recclyed
n cobslgnment of novelly wrist
watches to be used Rs favors. ab
the junfor prom of the Jackson
Bchoot and he noted that stamped
on the face of the zmall watchex
the words “Made In  Japan”.
Whitaker got jiot. He wrote the
New. York novelty house “il you
ave un-American enough to ship
me goods made In Japan I am
all-American enough to shlp them
back and hope they will mnke you
choke. You may keep payment T
sent you. Buy defense bonds with
same.”

Note the contrast. A selt-re~
apecting, patriotic South Garollna
Negro and a traitrlous North Car-

olins cne,
—H. 8. GAILLARD.
Charleston, 8, C.

Condemns
Overloading Busses
Editors, Tur News:

1 agree with your edilorfal in
regard to overcrowding busses. The
drivers, as A rule, are careful and
courteous, bt same of them run
Jike fhell. 1 thought they had ‘s
npru Iaw In North Carolipa but {t

not apply o some busees, or
At lenst to some drivers.
This thing -of overerowding Ix

dangerous, 1 waa hurt on a bus

badly + v 655, OORL.
E B, R

Concord, - . -

‘Suicide

Congress’

By Raymond Clapper -
WASHINGTON
ENATOR BARKLEY can’ eall thie
indignation over unlimited gaschin®
cards for Congressmen a tempest In
» teapol if he wants

to. .

Bat he ia the ma-
Jority leader of the
Benate, and as he
wanta to preserve
Congress a4 » focce
public at-
fairs, he ‘might. do
well to let down his
blood: pressure and
think 1t over.

Whether 200 Congressmen and &
flock of thelr secretaries get unmiimited
gasoline cards is & small ihing in the
relative amount of gesollne involved,
1f the Benaior Stes T  more ~inthe
matter than that then he ia asleep.

CONGRESS 18 SLIDING
DOWN HILL

As n force In our Government Con-
gress ix sliding down hill It is en-
dangered mot by the press mor by the
executive branch but by it awn al
low Incompetency, It falls to exert the
real leadership that the nation must
have In meodern times.

Congress has remained a celires
tlon- ot two-ceni politiclans whe
rould serve well eneugh in simpler
daga. But the jgnerance and pre
vinclalism o Cengress renders it in-
capable of moeting the needs of
modern government. Cenequently
the center of gravily has shifted
toward the execnlive braneh,

No matter how capabls Congress
might be, many .of ita functiona would
have to be delegated to sdminiatrative
officers, Regulatory bodles have had
to be set up. ‘The power over tariffs,
one of the most important held in the
past by Congresa, hes had to he dele-
gated to the executive branch-becanse
no Iarge legislatlve body can handie the
delicate and _complicated adjustments
necessary under modern world economie
conditions.. ‘Those delegations of power,
while removing & good deal of responsi-
Bty from Congress. need not mesn
the decline of Congress.

On the contrary, by getting rid of the

detalls of tariff making and .other
housekeeping routine, Congress releases

ftaelt from.a bundle at petty chores. Jt

becomea free to fulfili a more funda«
meéntal function.

THERE I8 A VITAL
FUNCTION FOR LAWMAKERS

Never was there such need for intelll-
gent and informed debate on public af-
tairs. People are looking 10°editorials,
radio commentators and newspaper col-
umnlsts for the discussion of public af-
fairs that they ought to get from Con-
gress.  Not the- newspaper columnists
but Benators and Representatives should
he developing and leading the thinkink
of the country at inis time. Since we
have no Webster-Hayne debates. peo-
ple want to know what Dorotliy Thomp-
son and Welter Lippmann think.

Qur problems were never soiware
thy ot earnest theught and discus-
sion. The people are hungry for
—so hungry that they sit up nights
at the radio and pore over thelr
newspapers eager (o soak mp what
they can from these speakers and
writera in whom they have confl-
dence.

Never has Congress had such a chance
to make itself & great natlonal forum of
discussion. Our suprema debating for-
um should be Congress—not Town Hall
of ‘the Air.” The people’ elett’ Congress
and aurely they would rather hear from
it. “Surely in this democratie struggie
they woutd like Congress to be the great
tribune of the people.

“The only resson Congress I8 mol just
that 15 that people don't give s damn
what the average Senator or Cobgress-
man says. The reason they don't care
Is that they know what you hear in
Gongress & 89 per cent tripe, Ignorance
and demagogery and not o be relled on,

. INSTITUTIONS DON'T DIE}

THEY COMMIT SUICIDE
At the Harvard Tercentenary a few
years ago 1 heard Dr. A, Lawrence

“Lowell zay that great inatitutiona were

not killed but committed sulctde, and
thien- somebody came along and burled
thein.

Nobody 18 going to destroy Congress,
It is doing that job itself at the very
moment when it 1s most needed. Mem-
bers are o busy sheaking through re-
Alrement pensions, grabbing unlimiled
ganoline ratloning, hiding wives, chil~
dren, nephews, and In-laws on the pay
roll that they are miasing the boat.

And then they say the newapapers
wre oub Lo destroy Congress. Think it
over agaln, Senator Barkley, please.

Visitin’ Around

Fversbody Happy

(Bhady Grove jema,

Lexinglon Dispatch)

- Oh the amiles! Mr. nnd Mrs, Charlla

‘Teague ate happy aver the birth of theie

firat horn, & daughler, who hae been

pamed Elln.

s Mr. and Mrs,

nmiles, Thelr

named Linda Fa,
Mr. and Mra, Jim - Proclor sre. e

wnlnl over - ‘new son bhng added %o
oir ALy, ' i

Levi Bink, ‘too, are all
wisd . is - delighter,
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