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Party Formuala

Hote To Be a Democrat
In Three Easy Lessons

Being 2 good Democrat., you went. of
course, to your precinct mecting Satur-
day. No? You should have gone, es-
pecially because you've been complain-
ing recently that the party was getting
out of hand. And the only way to shape
it more to your notions is to be & part
of it, and the only way tn be & part of
it 18 to become one of the boys In the
wards,

Sure, we know that these precloct
meetings are cut and dried affairs,
purely routine. But they represent the
groundwork of Democratle organization.
And i you had gone {o the precinct
meeting Saturday. you would have been
named (en masse) a delepate to the
County Democratic Conventlon which
holds ftself at the Courthouse this Sat-
urday at 11 A, M. And by going to the
county convention you would have
heard s resolution offered and adopted
to declare all Mecklenburg Democrats
in good and regular standing delegates
to the State Democratic Canvention in
Raleigh later this month, and so might
have fclt yourself peculiarly qualified
to attend and let vour voice be heard.
You might even have got on a commit-

But not having gone to vour precinet
meeting, it stands to reason that you
won't go to the conventlons. As a con-
sequence, all ihat is left to you is the
privilege of voting for men and meas-
ures which the party proprietors sub-
mit.

Ivs a rigamarole. sure, but 5o 1a all
organization. And if you want to be a
captain, you've got to-serve as a private
in the rear ranks to start with.

Masks Comee DPud

British Ansiwer Nasi Gas
Threat With Calm Caution

As 1ate as vesterday morning, A visi-
tor in London would have had tn look
long and hard before he could find a
civilian carrying his gas mask. That
was before Churchill spoke. Today the
masks are-coming out again. The peo-
ple of Britain, who grew weary of lug-
ging the little knapsacks about durlng
32 months of gas-{ree warfare, are dust-
ing off their resplrators because they
believe that In his last desperate effort
for a quick vletory, Hitler will stop at
nothing.

Just what Hitler plans iz hard to
guess. The Russians declare officially
that he has already used poison gas
mines on an experimental scale In the

“Crimea. There are reports from 8witzer-
land that scores of tank cars loaded
with liquified poison gas have been seen
on their way from Germany to the Rus-
sian front.

There remains the possibility that Hit-
ler set out to start a “gas scare” as a

- aort of bluff. He may have believed that
ithe British would be more receptive to
his forthcoming peace offensive -if he
hinted that the alternative would be
wholesale gas attacks on Britain.

If that was bls game, he now knows
the stakes. Churchill promises that gas
“will be answered with -gas. This time
there Is 2 mighty air flcel walling to
make good on that promise. For the
moment, at least, the British are In &
better position to broadeast it than the
Germans. And unless the Russian front
collapses compietely, this relative air
superiority should incresse with each
passing week.

And the British people have answered
“Hitler, too. Quletly, with that ca
lutlon which the dictator has
been able to understand, they
strapped on thelr masks  again,

they didn't have to be told.

have
And

Recolloction

Not Aft the Arguments Are
For a Five-Man Couneil

Agitation for a chiasige {n the number
of seats on Charlotle's City Council us-
\mly pops up when Lhere s geperal dl

with the Ci
ulv_u, not merely. with the count of
the moment we detect no

people: of the city al large, but we can
Well ‘belleve Dick Young's prognosis that
nwve may develop in the Legisiature

lnwrx qrom \!crklcnbum Counly
Mb}y ihave to -be) tried and

that, while they as neighbors approve
af the present Council, &s politiclans
they resent "those dratted chubllcans"
among the Iron Dukes.

On the basis of merit nlone, the five-
man Council has its decided points. The
present method of electing Councilmen
is oftentimes
superior candldates, and requlres so
many citizens who are willing to make
the sacrifice that it is difflcult to get
out a slate. And as for the virtue of
representation by wards, it 15 non-exis-
tent. Ask any citizen of no great poll-
tical Interest the name of a Councliman
from his ward, and the chances are that
he cannot even tell you what ward he
himsclf resldes in.

There is, however, a cautlon that
should be uttered. When State Senator
James A. Bell took it into his hands to
change the number and the method of
clectlng Councilmen, what urged him
was & tight little split in the five-man
Couneil of that time. The Inevitable
divislon, upon &}l matters ranging from
the Blue Laws to budgets was three to
two. What we had was a government of
three Individuals, and there was & good
deal of wrangling, too, all the more per-
sonal in Its nature because it was con-
fined among fewer persons. Those days
of five-man Councils reminds us that
there is. after all, something to be sald
for numbers.

Fes The Nes

A Tar Heel Born Gives
The State Another *‘Firat”

A plurality of the most ential alr-
plane instruments (ncluding bomb
sights and robot pilots) are manufactur-
ed by the Sperry Corporation. When the
Government cmbarked on the vast ex-
pansion of plane production, Army and
Navy contracts were plled on Sperry so
fast that it beeame impossible for the
company to make any accurate cost es-
timates. No Amerlean concern had cver
done what Sperry was belng asked to do.
There was no rellable yardstick.

To the Government's question of “how
much?™ Sperry might have seb an out-
side price on its product, naming a fig-
ure that would have assured the com-
pany a fat profit,

Instead, the company said to heck
with the money. Theyd 1alk about
that later. The important thing was to
get the critlcal instruments in produe-
tion,

Okay, the Government sald, if
trust us, we'll trust you.

&0 Bperry rolled up its sleeves and
went ta work. As production gol under-
way, cost estimatlng became easler and
the company set a tentative price which
was far Jower than the Government had
expeeled.  But that wasn't all. A few
days mgo. Bperry notificd the Govern-
ment that it was returning the sum of
$100.000.000, because the company was
making “too much profit.” Mass produc;
tion had cut costs below earlier esti-
mates,

The man whn did the talking for
Sperry was the company's president, ‘T,
A Morgan. His behavior in this Instance

is typleal of this man who was born on
a farm near Henderson, N. C.. and by a
wendus for machinery and hard work be-
came what Forlune magazine ealls
the

rone
of engi-
nee
. Alanpside Ton Morgan, Horatin Al-
ger's heroes would be pikers. - He began
his career 40 years ago. as a Navy re-
cruit. Today he heads the Sperry Cor-
poration and is chairman of the board
for Pah-Ameriean Alrways. From Sperry
alone in 1941 he drew a salary of $181-
480 .

Al of this has not turned his head
away from North Carolina. He spends
every avaiabie week-end in his zolidiy
eomfortable eabin near Henderson. His

w, Tom Jr, was graduated from the
University of North Carolina and s now
hving an the modest. salary of a news-
paper reportér in Mount -Alry. And T,
A M. himself is reported fo have sald
un several oeeasions that the only thing
he dishkes about his work is thai 1t
keeps him 1y from home so much,

Rorth Caroting is proud to be home to
aman like T. AL M. He's given the state
another “first.” We think we can say
without fear of conlradiction that the
first man to glve the Government $100,-
000,000 to keep from making “tos much

nation’s greatest hniman

profit” was a Tar Héel born and a Tar
Heel bred.
Advices from the far-flung war thea-

ters rontinue mixed, Thus, events in
North Africa may be jeading up to a
climex that took place st year.

n .

vou -

\Veak Curb

On FPPrices
By Paul .Dlalian

WASHINGTON

'I‘HE Prestdent sald he is spend-
tng  $100000.000 & day, will
spend  $200,000,000 dnlly before the

sum  will
inflation
he acts.
Yet only two
steps in his plan
are directed  to-
ward the cause,
he wants to draw
back an indefi-

Y - o are gelting
most of ity buy bonds voluntarily:
A confiscatory excess profits
on corporations. such as he men-
tioned, would recapture some.

But these two methods wlll not
recapture more than a small frac-
tion of $100000,000 or $200,000.000
a day. Average daily bond sales
the first twenty-seven days of
Aprl} amounted to $17.000000. The
July goal §s $33000.000. Dally ex-
cess profits tax income cannot
be calculated, but it will not ralse
much

SUCCESS OF INFLATION
CURB 1S DOUBTFU!

Thus when the plnn goes Into
etfect, the great bulk of the money
will remain outstanding, malaly 1n
the hands of war workers and cor-
porations. ‘That fn why so many
cconomlc  muthorlties outside the
Government doubt that Mr. Roose-s
vels course can be  successful
In curlng the Inflation evil he
sees.

There fs a necondars canse,
the limited amount of goods
for which “excess income” can
be rpent. The President moved
dlrectly at this contribuling
factor with the new Henderson
price celling and a promise
of jimited rationlng.

But- the price celling w11l not
recapture the money, It will still
rematn in_clrculation serking other
outlets. It will stlll exist as a
menace promoting infiation,

Perhaps _the faull can better
be describéd by clting e plans
which the President did not rece
ommend. He did nol propose
bropdening the income tax base
further. He shunned a  general
sales tax, tInctdentally both these
would be generalized impositions
on all gronps and not specifloally
on those who have the excess
maney.)

He eschewed A method the By
fsh are now putting Into effect—
a 66 2-3 per cent tax on luxuries
such as furs, jewelry, etc.

He also discarded one specific
remedy.  He did not want lo In-
creasc  the 40-hour work week
s 8 basts for pay lo war work-

era. because that would decrease
thelr  $ncome—the  very - income
which i causing most of the

worry. Such sn Increase in the
work week would in effect be an
excess profits tax on labor, not
nearly as drastic ms the cxcess
profits tax on industry.

GAS RATIONING
HOWLS EXPECTED

Most worrlsome thing to the
Government 18 the gas rationlng.
Howls nre expecled [from every
quarter, because the ensential need
of ecach citizen for gas !a differ-
ent from that of any other cili-
700,

Cars are used as n necessity
for tranepartation te and from
work. Substltute trapsportatlon

facilitien nre Inadeguate, Few
people In  thla city, for in-
stance, can get to and from

week, housewlvre
(annol shop and take children
ta schoal.

rationing fx impossidle. Tt
fhe  Government nat careful,
Its torthcoming step & lkely 10
prove u great demorahizer,

Just es omuch gas, s well A
nlfictal “endaches, mlght he saved
il the CGovermment nbandened the
ationine theory entlrely and de-
voled dise'f strictly fo  outlawing
Pleasire ¢riving—driving b night

‘ays without & bustness
neeessily permit,

Fair

RED INDIANS
INCEIN 1017
A debate seoms to have Rlarted

ovir & rvecen! Insidveremark in
this spot that Gritaiy had prom-
ised Indian indenendence ence be-

tore in 1816, Only the date was
wrong

The Montazu dectiration of Brit-
ish policy, made In the House of
Comumons, Aug. 20, 1917, promised
“incrensing the associitlon of In-

dinus In every branch of the ads

mintstration and the gradual de-
velopment  of  self-governlng  An-
sOtutions with a view lo Ihe pro-

kresslve realization of rmmn:mla
Government in_Indla as an o
tegral part of the Britin ewplire”

This was accepled without con-
tradiction At the time as an of-
fer of Dominion status after the
World War.

Happy Birthday
Plural To Youse

New Yorker
ere's a married cdnple whose

The

birthdays fall on the same date,
which ~rthey mnaturally celebrate
pretly lavishly, Just before thelr

last birthday, 1he lady stopped 1nt
at ber nelghborhood hakeshon and
ordered a c'\hf with “Happy Blrth-

days® on i, “You ace, two ol an
are having n birthda he ex-
;yl.\lurn to the clerk, 1 want

say ‘Happy Birthdays'—plu-
‘The clerk wrote the Instruce-
tlnm down carefully,
enough, when the cake was de-
livered, 1, had "Happy Blrthdays
Plural” on it

TODAY'S BIBLE THOUGHT

We must llve In the spirit of
Christ, our first goal in life:
Thou savorest not of the things
that ‘e of God, but of those that
be of men.—Matt. 16.:23.

The Smsn Wmu Tllee, Smgmg Sung Jor Sony —-WALTER 8. LANDOB

Letters to the Editors:

TVA Explains Scrap Policy

Editors, Tur Nzws:

Some scveral weeks ago our At-
tention wns called to an article
which ran in your fssue of April 9,
and which since hns apparently
been widely distributed by various
people in North Carollna. The
article was principally to the ef-

fect that TVA had not made scrap ™™~

metal available fo the Boy Scouls
but had, in fact, allowed It to be
covered by water being backed up
behind dams in the nren. There
is no truth to the reports, and in
view of the fact that some persons
xeem to be persisting in spreading
them, we thought It would be well
to address vou.

Even before the war 1t was the
palicy of the Authorlty (o save all
serap from ils construclion jobs,
and the policy has been [followed
cven more stringently since the
war commenced, In the construc-
tion of Chatuge, all Acrap fron wes
gathered and havled to Murphy,
and some G0 tons were plled In_ the
TVA yard there to be sold. “D. C.
Norrls, asslstant construction sups
erintendent nt Chntuge ProjectInst
Decomber  recefved a request for
the scrap on behal{ of the Boy
Scouts, but_thely representative was
Informed that TVA could not glve
away (he Governmeni material
since it was the poliey 10 ndvertise
and sell alt scrap.

As for cars being in use on Sun-
day, all_of the constfuction proj-
ecls of the 'TVA, n$ you know, are
on extremely fast emergency sched-
ules, In order to provide power at
the  earliest possible moment for
wartime use, and_work goes
seven days m week.  Undoubtedly
there are TVA cars in use on Suns
dry In tonnection with these jobn,

At A matter of fact, the Au-
fhority has estabilahed  rigld ro-
strictions on the use of molor ve-
hicles in nrder to conserve trucks
and cars and their tires. For ex-
niuple, cars may be used between
points rerched by rommon carrier
only In the few instances of ex-
treme emergency. A close check
maintained on all automobile equip-
ment Lo eliminate unnecessary use.

It 18 true, as the column tates,
fhat ‘TVA burns 0 considerable
amount of wood and timber. but
only when it cannot be disposed of
in some nther manner. In ls res-
ervoir clearing operations, TVA first
uses wood needed in its own op-

ratfons, secondiy, sclls all mer-
chantable  timber, and thirdly, of-
fers the balance frec to anyone who
will hant it away. Although some
has been disposed of In this way,
those who mighl bave used the
wond have contended that to haul
it from the reservoir areas wold
he more expencive than purchasing
wood romewhere else. It none can

Sule Glancel

nd ta haul it away when
o”ered without charge, 1t 15 usual-
1y burned since it is timber which
cannot be economically sold by
TVA.

—MAURICE HENLE,
Chief. Information Service Staff,
‘Tennessee Valley Authorlty.

(NOTE: The article referred to
emanated in Raleigh and repre-
sented thie opinlon of officials there
who should have been in position
1o know whercof they spoke. How-
further investigation has
us that TVA management
in Western North Carolina is co-
operating wholcheartedly in all sal-
vagk and conscrvatlon measures,
and we are glad to add to this let-
ter .n note of cxplanatlon and
apology “for the orlginal misstate-
ments.—Fditors, Tue NEWS.)

Baruch’s Plan for
“Flexible Ceiling”
Editors, Tie NEws:

I nppreciate the compliment pald
me in your editorlal of April 8th,
headed “"Canada’s Plan.”

1L 63 (rue that I have been a
front-rank crusader for nearly &
quarier of & ceatury In behalf of
a thorough-golug moblilzation  to
meet, & critleal condltlon such a8
obtains today.

We need more edltorinls or ar-
ticles of the sorl you print. The
more we emphasize (he success
that Canada has had, the greater
we increase the demand in this
country for a similar Temeds. Wa
muil stop ihe on-rush tlowards
rutnous inflation.

As vou are aware. price control
must be a part of industrirl mobli-
e latier coatemplates
rationing of short supplies, control
of producers and Alstribtors. AR
effort to increase supply. finding
of substltutes, standardization and
simplitication. Al of fhese must
tie In with a tax program which
will establlsh, so far as possible, &
ou-go method of catrying
a war. Then, too, through
aymem of taxatlon, war-profiteers
ing must be eliminated. We must
e carefud not ta be loo radical for
we must mot ga to the point of
stopping the flow of munliions or
neglecting the needs of our civil-
Lans.

Remember. the price control
celllng which I have advocated
does nol. mean freezing prices. The
celling would not be & rigid one, It
would be capable of adfustment to
meet inequalities and _remedy in-
fustices.  We must.not crush In-
hor or the farmer bt they must
be included if we ‘are to succeed.
1 we maintali ailow price siruc-

odrs. ta] @Y ¥EA BEAVICE. m@ Y MREG U & PAT.OFF.

i AAEEN

L0

“Mv wife used to buy out a whole store in one afternoon
hnfnrp this ‘carry your bundles® and help. national .
"

dc(ense

idea came along.

ture, we cannot only win. the war
but as 1 have often remarked, sur-
vive the peace,

ERNARD M. BARUCH.
597 Manhon Avenud,
New York, N, Y.

“What Is the Negro
Fighting For?”
Edilors, Tr News:

Todsy this country la spending
untold thousands in dollars and
lives <many of them Negrod to in-
sure the survival of democratic
principles nnd Ideals. Yet (t seems
incredible), Unfon County, 8. C.
“ignocrats” have taken steps ta
bar the Negro fram votng within
the state.

That action poses the question
for the "nth” time: What is the
Negro fighting for? We are called
1o tight for the U. 8. A., but what
is our stake? Are we fighting to
make 1t safe for the white man to
take away our rlght to vole—to
discriminate against us, to intimi-
date us, 1o expioit us, 1o “keep the
nlgger in s place? Wwe could
e hat trom Hitler withont fight-
ing.

Does the resolution of  Unlon
County have the approval of the
people of the country? It the an-
swer {a no, let ihem be removed
from their political jobs and de-
nounced. 1f yes—well—as Pat-
rick Heary would say lt: I know
what epinjon others may have, but
ax for me, to hell with the U. 5. A,

—LFEANDER DERR

Bax 3%,
Monroe.

The Wagnerian
Aleutian lalands

Gllbert Groavener in Natlona!
Geographic

The Alentian Islands, south and
west of Alaska, whers United
delcnse worka are
rushed  to mplation,
Within about 750 mllc! of Japan’s
narthern  Isiands,

The normal Great Clrcle steam-
er roue between northiwestern
Unlted States poris and Japan
passes anly about 200 miles south
of the long, curving chaln.

Duich Harbor, Unslaska [Ist#nd,
lles nbout 2300 mlles from San
Francisco and the same distance
from Honolulu.

The Aleutians form & sort of

Wagnerian  world of their own,
with volcanoes putfing huge steam
rings, with lslets popping out of
the sea and vanishing agaln, and

with fog - chilled wlna- howling
OVer RIassy moors,

Largest is Unimak Island, which
measures 65 by 32 miles. Unimak
alsn has the higheat D —
symmetrical B 38T-foot  Shishaldin
volcanal Most of the islands are
bold and rocky. Not m free grows
n tne group; natlves depend
driftwood and animal ofls for fuel.
Thera are grasses and flowerlng
however, and on Umnak
an_ American operates &
sheep ‘ranch with 15000 head.

Average annusl temperatures are
remarkably uniform -because
warm Japan Ourrent. The
‘warm air from the Japan Cur-
cold air

e wiich brews worms ihat af-
fecta the climate of the Unlted
Blatea.

Akutan, ‘alsa In lhe eastern
Alutinns, assnils one’s nostrils he-

fora [t ia aeen; it han w blg
whallng atation.
Westward from Umnak  Island

1le’ the Islands of the Four Moun-
tainn  and  the
chaln,  Almost uninhabited,
{slands contlnue for 800 miles to
Attu, western- the Amer-
jean Aleutians,

WNC's Flax Goes
To Market

Tide,

‘The Ecuata Paper Corp. In North
Carolina, started leas than flve
years ago by a weslthy French
mnnuhcturer as rajsed its pro-
duction of ¢l r to the
point whers it can supply all the
U, 8. tobacco inidusiry’s needs, with
some left over for. export..- Before
the war, the U. 8, imported mont

.. of ia: cigaretts : paper,

of .

Of Pcace

By, Raymond Clapper i

’ WASHINC'TON
E have seen in the last few montha_ ..
how costly was our nprepared-
ness for war. We shall also find it
costly if we are mot
prepared for the vice

tory.

The victory is not -
here yet by a long
shot but it will come
in time, and unless
the United Nations
are prepared for it
we are likely to pay
dearly, A victory
that we are not pre-
pared to handle wili be victory that will |
quickly turn to ashes on & pyre of eivil
war, massacre and economic chaos the
world over, and bitter disappointment
that even In our own country might
give rise to violent upheavals and peril
to democratic government. :

FAILURE TO CLARIFY
OUR ENDS HAS PINCHED US

That 15 the danger that some of our
highest officials see and iz prompting
them, even in the midst of furious war
preparations, to glve thought to what
must be done afterward. Bome of them
think It 15 important to face these ques~
tions now and to make more definite the
purpose ta whkh fhe United Nations
intended to put the victory.

They ses that our faliurs to de
that has already had devaatating
effects in Asia. -Cynical suspicions
of our purposess have caused the
Burmese teo give =id and comfort
to the Japanese forces, They have
caused the Hindus ta questlon our
assistance 1o India as possibly be-
Ing tor the purpese of holding them
under an imperialiatie yoke.

None of us has given sufficient welght
to the damage that has been done to
us In Asla by lack of clear war aims. The
most aggressive and speclfic program
for the post-war worid haz been thats
long advocated by Clarence Strelt
through his federal unlon plan,

"UNION NOW" WAR BILENT
ON FAR EAST

But that program has been regarded as
malnly an elaborate plan for. an Anglos
American unlon. It has been sitent re-
garding the place of Chins, Indla and
olher countrles, lacking democratic gove
ernment. Rusta hns become a major
force tnn the Unlied Natlons but it has
not been included hitherto in the fed=
cral unlon scheme because it was not &
democracy.

That exclusive appreach has been
characterlstic of much pest-war
thinking. We have tended to look
at the future world as the pet
ayaler of America and Britain, plus
such small democracies as manage
to came out of the war, chiefly the
Seandanarlan.
Now, however, the federal unfon group

haa broadened Its program, That changs
may be indicative of & general tendency
tn broaden ihe base of all post-war
thinking. Certalnly some of our high
Ciovernment  officlals have broadened
thelss ta reach out ta all corners of the
earth in trylng to reconstruct & waorld
community.

PLAN BUGGESTED FOR
ALL-EMBRACING UNION

Federal Unlan now suggests & unioh
that would embrace other peoples, non=
democratic, who have compelllng nate
urel tles with us. Federal Union saye
{hie world needs an ail-Inclusive internn-~
tlonat in which the United States, Great
Britaln, China, Russia, India and other
powers known as the United Nationa
should take the lead.

U urges thal such an masociation be
organized  immediately, and that
should includs in Ha membership ns
many countrles as can be Induced to
Join,

Such an organization already ia In
sxistence in the United Natlona The
need is to make the United Nations ths
jiving force $n hls, At Yhe moment It
18 skelelon, and is actually litile more
than a label for n mbitary slliance, I§
Is gIving no attention to post-war prep-
arations.

UNITED NATIONS UNITY
IS ONLY IN MILITARY TIES

Except In the military effort we are
not the Unlted Nations at all but sep-
arate powers cach eyclng the Gther s
little suspiclously, and wondering what
the other will demand after the victory,

If the' United Natlons had made thelr
purposes clear in & binding program,
there could be no room for Indian in<
dependence leaders to accuse the United
States af Interferlig to mssist Britlsh
imperlalism, The cause of the United
Natlons would become Infinltely slronger
11 it were made clear that the old nine-
teenth century world wah conaldersd
dend and that victory was to be used
to construct a new era In which nelf-
government and cotlective security would
go hand in hand with the new emnnmlu
oppartunity,

Visitin’ Around

Tha Genlle Hint
(Walnut items,
Marshall News-Record}
Mr.. David Thornbug - and - famll
of Riceville, Tenn., havehesn visitig
Mru Ellen ’rlmrnhur( over “the weok=
en

Drhy " uuun‘- :rnnd dnvlu ’ﬂF
n!nnen rutn:y



