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And Wages?

The President Is Clear on
All Points Except One

Six of the President's seven points in
his Natlonal Economic Policy for these
war times were erystal clear and left
no raom for uncertainty as to his mean-
ing. His other point was fuzzy, he himself
evidently pussyfooting to keep from did-
closing precisely how much or how
little he had in mind.

Under his National Economic Pollcy
there s no mistaking, for example, that
corporate profits and Individual incomes
are meant to be taxed to the hilt. His
recommendation for & top Income of
$35,000 (after taxes) 1s a bold, inclalve
conscription of wealth with no by-your-
Jeave and no apology.

There 15 no mistaking that prices up
and down the line are to be fixed under
authority previously granted by Con-
gress, and there s no mistaking the

pointed to flagrant and repeated vio-
lations of the Post Office Department’s
reguiations against political activity, the
nature of the offense 1s mitigated some-
what by a general recognition that the
atoreseld Post Office Department I3
traditionally the political agency for
every national administration.

Paul Younts and cohorts, it is true,
strayed the reservation of national (Con-
gressionah) political activity and tres-
passed into the field of local and state
polltics. But even in that sphere the
former Postmaster's intentlons seemed to
have been neither nor

w Hmit mummu w 2 1-2 gallons
» week—bu! were very, very
right. Nothl.n( llkc that kind of &
lmitation seems lua led

Inaf figu show that
stocks were but lmlc under last
year, and, iastead of declining in
the lInst three weeks, have been fn-
creasing.

Barrels of gas on hand in the
critical area. the Iast avatlable
weeks to April 11: (These mre two
weeks behind because one week Is
held up by the censor.)

N This Year Last Year
17,035,000 20,633,000

17,319,000 20,332,000
March 28 . 18,470,000 20,495.000
‘This may be enough to justify

ratloning but certainly not of the
klnd the OPA offictal was talking

at all venal: It is a good thing that the
organization, commonly referred to as
the Younts crowd, has been broken up
and local electlons returned to the vot-
ers at Iarge. But the sort of local govern-
ment we have been getting since his
crowd's dissolution 1s almost indistin-
guishable from what we got before.
And in the end, we return to the sen-
timent that obviously Influences the Fed-
eral and all ; that

earnestness-of his request for
legislation to limit farm prices to parity.

There {s no mistaking thet the pur-
chase of War Bonds must be stepped up
voluntarily to & billion dollars &2 month,
on the threat of compulsory savings,
and there Is no mistaking that he in-
tends to bring about m contraction pf
credit,

On those points the President apoke
out. But when he came to wages, he
mumbled. He did not say what was in
his mind.

The words he used were words of
meaning, to be sure, but the order in
which he strung them obfuscated his
real intention. No legislation was required
to control wages, he sald, as was the
case In controlling prices, But whereas
in the latter instance he added, “I have
issued instructions . . in respect to
wages he merely intoned a plous gen-
erality that they could and should be
kept at existing scales.

There is a word of our own which
seeks utterance here, gnd 1t {5 how. How
are wages, which the President euphem-
fzes as remuneration for work--how are

* wages to be stabilized so that the people
of the country will know that labor too
is compelied to bear a portion of our
war sacrifices?

Well, organized labor has given up its
right to strike during the war, you see,
and It & dispute over wages develops it
_shall be taken to the War Labor Board.
* And what will the War Labor Board do?
‘The President issues nelther 8 predictlon
nor a directive,

But laboer is to retain its time-and-a-
half premium for work beyond 40 hours,
ah, yes; for to withdraw it would be
equivalent to a reduction In pay. And
Iabor contracts now in existence, no mat-
ter how unreasonable, must be lived out
“in all fairness.” Is it in falrness to the
farmer that prices for the things he
grows, currently in excess of parity, are
1o be cut back by law?

‘There is a considerable risk in charg-
ing favoritlsm to the President’s design
for war living unull we are given a prac-
tical manifestation of his purpose
with regard to wages, It may be that he
simply hesitated to offend his fellow
labor leaders by declaring that wages
would be stabilized. It may be that he
deems a word to the wise sufficient.
But we cannot escape altogether the
uneasy apprehension that whereas the
rest of us—farmers, business men, white-
collar workers—have heen told whal we
had to do, labor has been tald what it
should do. There's a vast diflerence,

F

nis
By Common Consent. Younts
Case Submitted and Closed

In yesterday's story of the prearranged
findle of the celebrated Paul Younts
case. Reporter Tim Pridgen put into
words what we believe Is the general
fecling about this long-standing affalr.
“While no oune jnvolved admitted 1t
he wrote, “the peaceful disposition of
the case came as a result of mutual con-
cessions born of the destre of all con-
verned to meke an end to the trouble-
some Jitigation.”

Only the files know how long this
Younts et al business has remained In
the unfinished classification. It all hap-

fied 50 long ago and under such dif-
ferent” political circumstances (hat to
Prosecite it with full vigor now would
require - extriordinary vengefulness. In
he micalitime, former Postmaster Younts
A% beati i elghteen months a leutenant
onel 10 ‘the ‘Army, where as Chlef of
' _of ‘the: 30th  Division he fills a
stble ‘position.: The . olher three
ants )lkmm Rfe no longer con-

- Whlle " the . evidence

to hold Col. Younts strictly ‘A¢coithiable
for the transgressions of ~Postmaster
Younts goes, in a manner, against the
grain. Let him pay his fine and be done
with 1t. -

The Lie
Adolf Makes Use of His

Favorite Instrument

One of Hitler'a chosen jnstruments of
statecraft is his dellberate employment
of the lie for purposes of self-justifica-
tion or propaganda. The bigger the lle,
he reasons, the more likely it Is to be
belleved; and the more frequently it 18
repeated, the wider acceptance it will
haye.

The lle characterlzed all his moves In ”

the perlod prior to the war. Thus he
coolly declared that little Czechoslovakia
menaced Germany, that Polend attack-
ed tirst, that he invaded the Low Coun-
tries only to keep them from invading
the Vaterland. Se far as the run of
German people know what braught on
the war, they only resisted foul aggres-
slon.

In his speech to the Relchstag Sun-
day, Adolf hauted out and paraded a lle
that by now has become shopworn with
handling. Almost we can see him beat-
ing his breast as he proclaimed it anew:

... in Englnnd the tdea ool
be rnn’itd out 1o continue the mir war

agninst the civilan  popukiiva  wun
new means, then 1 want to state befors
the world now the following:
“Mister Churchlll began In  May,
1940, with this air war. I warned him
for four months and 1 waited. He,

the one who is solely responsible for
this type of warfare, then began to
walt ™

Now, the genlus of Hitler's use of the
le {5 the small kernel of truth around
which he spins it. The fact is lhat in
May, 1840, the Britlsh and French did
bomb the Rhineland, notably Essen,
rreal steel-making center. Toward the
end of May the British llkewlse bombed
the ports of Hamburg and Bremen ns
well as a 200-mile stretch of the Rhine-
Jand between Dusseldorf and Mannhgim.
But the common denominator of all
these targets was thelr military or in-
dustrial character.

And the British well knew what was

* tu store for them, no matter If they re-

fralned inoffensively from dropping a
single homb on German soil. Within
four weeks of the beginning of the war
in 1839, Warsaw had heen bombed Into
surrender. Not only that, but Polish
peasants In the fleld had been gener-
ously machine-gunned by low-flying
Nazl planes. Rotterdam—why, In Rot-
terdam prior to these Britlsh falds on
Germany, Alr Marshall Goerlng's pilots
had enjoyed a field day of carnage, the
ke of which clvilization had never seen
before. And the Nazis had bombed in-
dustrinl centers In France without the
slightest sign of compunctlon for elvile
lans residing there.

It wasg three, nol four, months later, on
Aug. 8, 1940, to be exact, that Hitler be-
Ran his gerial blitzkrleg against England
proper. In objectives and intensity it was
far different from the RAF's raids which
he now cites as provocation. The tar-
Rets of his. bombers were, In a word,
civilians, Hitler wax going to bomb the
flght out of England.

That he falled and finally deslsted s
téstimony to the courage of the English
breed, not to thé abatement of hlis fury.
And that he now offers the pretext of
Britlsl  bombings In extenuation of
that ‘merciless attack on England 15 en-
tirely In keeping with hia character and

¢ his policies of state, He s a llar by the
_ calendar,

T

after all the talk
that has gone on for wecks and
weeks about reversing those
Pennsylvania pipelines 20 as
push fuel ofl into Eastern States,
Hittle has been accomplished. Two
of the lnes are still carrying gaso-
line westward.

The Susquehanna lne ls still
running west to Altoona and the

Tuscarora from Bayonne to Mid-
land and not much has been done
about changing them. The third
Jine from Philadelphia to Pittsburgh
is In the process of being changed
over, but the operation has not
been completed.

TANKERS HAUL HALF
THE EABT'S SUPPLY
The Eastern Seaboard ususlly
Rets around 1,400,000 barrels a day
of all kinds of oil including gaso-
line, light and heavy fuel. Of thix
amount about 600,000 is coming in
tank cars, and 150,000 by pipelines
other than the three mentioned.
The rationing question, there-
fore,  rests with what has beon
done to our tankers by Hitler and
what might be done with the
tankers still afloal by authoritles
here. 1f any considerable number
of them should be or have been di-
verted to other purposes, the ra-
tloning flgures would decrense sc-
cordingly. I they had to be taken
. ol entirely for any purpose, dras-
tle ratloning might be necessary.

HE SETS 'EM UP
AND KNOCKS 'EM DOWN

Mr, Rooscvelt has created &
White House cast of fictional
characters whom he fnterviews in
private and speaks of publicly. The
Jast twa have been described only
as *aweet young things,” but there
wns “a business man" before them
and “an economist” and 50 on back
into New Deal years.

The tales of them are Rlwaya
told by FDR at hls press confer-
ences. They are alwaya the stralght
men In the conversation. They
always nsk him the darndest ques-
tions and he devastates them with
his replies.

MELLETT’
UNGRATEFU

Biggtat-hearted thing Mr. Roose-
vely ever did for business in his
lite wan the thing he han been
most crltleized for locally—the con-
struction at & cost of $800.000 of
an Informatlon center, facctiously
known in the Washington Post ag
“Mellett’s Madhouse” [n honor of
¥DR's Informational sdviser.

The Presldent did not want the
poor_business man running around
Washlngton wearlng out shoes.. He
wanted to give him n centraily-
ralad place to go and ask ques-

tiona,

1L now develops that this favor,
which was not apecifically author-
ized by Congress, came {Tom a sug-
gestion dropped by one of those
unidentifled  business men who
came In to see him to complain of
aching fect.

“The trouble 1x that the structure
1s Just belng completed, ahoes may
be ‘rationed. and practically all the
wer contracts are let, or should e,

g
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Senator Reynolds’
Chosen Company

Asheviile Citlren

Recently the eves of Brnator
Robert Rice Revnolds happened
upon e new publication. His 1ne

terest was mmediately attracted,
He devoured the magazine trom
£over to cover.
found a kindred He wan
50 deeply tmpressed that he wrota
the publisher, waxing lyrical In
hls praise. Here 1s what the jun-
‘lor Senator from North Carolina
wrote in hia ecstasy:

“Let me congratulate you with
my full heart upon your flrst edi-
tion. It s well that you did it
in black and white. I 'ls just the
right size; 1L hils the bulls-oye
with  every paragraph; 1t i
stralght from the shouider:
gotten up In a conservative man-
ner; it should have its sppeal;
it speaka the truth.

What s ihla extraordinary pub-
llcation which hsa won auch full
hearted congratulations from Sen-
ator Reynolds? I iz none other
than “The Cross and the Flag”
published by none other than Ger-
ald K. Smith of Detroit. It i3
a  mischievous magazine  which
preaches isclattontam, mssalls Prea-
ident Roosevelt, dvocaten the ap-
polntment of Benator Nye as Soc-
retary of State and demands the
recall of our fleet for atrict de-
fenstve war in American waters.

A man in known by the com-
pany that he keeps. That is trua
of a. United- Btates Senptor no
less than of a private cijizen,
Senator Reynolds hss thosen -his
company.

‘Was Right

Gas-Users And Gas-Wasters

By Dorothy Thompson

HE gasoline shortage In the East
far the first serious
lnur(erence in the lives of Ameri-
cans, Amerjcans can Jive without
suz‘r, and with a great deal less
than they have been accustomed
to consume. But just how they
can live without gasoline baffles
the imaglnation,

It's all very well to say that
people should not go to bridge
parties or to plenles on gas —
walking Is a superlor aport, and
bridge and picnics are dispensable..

But how tha farmer i» golng to
get his crops to market, or his
necessitles delivered; how he 18
golng to run his trucks and trac-
tors; how peoople are going to
heat thelr houses and factories
keep thelr wheels turning; how
non-ofticlal war efforts requiring
mneponnuon are ta be carrled
on, and even a war lfe conducted
wlthout plentllul ofl is baffling.

The Germans ars running cars
on charcoal, and if they da not
conquer oll thin Summer they will
be in a bad way for thelr essen-
tlal war industries. And In the
whole of Furope s gallon of gas
ln more precloun than a gallon of

mpagne, which s being re-
dlwllled Into llcohol to mix with
gasollne,

The Germant have to conguer
oll, and even If they do, thev are
faced with immense difficulties In
the transportation of 1t to the
places where It Is essentlal.

And what thls means, we are
beginning now to know.

TRANSPORTATION 1§
OUR PROBLEM

For we don't need to conquer
oll; 1t s one thing of which we
have s superabundance. What we
have got to solve is the guestion
of geting the ofl that Is in the
West to the ollless East. After all,
It needs only to be transported
over American territory; there are
no guerrlllas blowlng things wp
between Texns antt New York.-The
country 1a pretty weil mapped and
exnlore:

We must cul down on unneces-
sary car transportation. certalnly.
For we must save tires: that’s A
real shortage. But We cannot cut
down on plants needlng oll, farm-
e needing lt, or on the trans-
portation of thousands of workers
o _their plants.

We ¢ 1 our resources and
communalize them, And o this,
we ought not to walt for ihe
inltiative of the Government, hut
should organize oursclves In every
communily. Thls means that in
every community, every ear n use
at alf is In the service of anvhody
else going in the same direction,
for whom there is room. I in-

cerely hope that it wil not be-
come necessary for the Gavern-
ment to set up another agency
to organize this—another agency
with thousands of employees and
hundreds of officlal motor cars
with gas. We ought to be able to
do this all by ourselves.

FARMER THOMPSON

NEEDS 1IER GAS

1t seems to me. Also, that thera
onght to be more method in Ta-
tloning. As a resident of New
York, I don't need anv gasollne
ratlon nt nli—nelther flve gallons
R week nor hslf a gallon, But sx
a resident of Vermont, where I
apernte n going farm. I must have
gnsoline If T am to run thet farm
and produce the food the Gov-
eroment s clamoring for, and 1
must have some means of reach-
the nearest raflroad statlon,
ix 25 milen away, without
communal  transportation
avallable. It seems to me that
many people ought to be forced
to show remson why thev should
not put up thelr cara altogether.

One may . also,  whether
sound judgment has been used in
refecting Interar Becretary™ Harold
Ickes' cry for n plpeline, which,
had 1t been bullt when he asked
for It last Fall, would now be
pouring ol into the East at the
rate of 300,000 barrels per dav,
The BPAB and its successor, the

TODAY'S BIBLE TROUGHT

He pr abuh]y waa sarrowful all
hls days, but he might have
Zecn filled with tneffable Joy:

1t then the youny man heard
that saying, he mml away sor-
rowful for he had arcnt pos-
sesslon.—Matt,:19.2

COPR YR EY MEA SERVIOL, W T M. At0 U ¥ PaY, 07

“How am 1 goiﬁg to get to the school play? Dad’
sneaked off to lodge meeting with my bike and left
his here with two flat tires!”

* more

War Production Board, turned the
request down on the ground that
Lhz h\uldlng nr !ho plpellnn wnuld

o
ez ot be Selven ! octartey ot
direct defense needs, One
must aécept such judgments with
discipline. But T wonder how many
thousands of tons of steel have

t to the bottom of the
scena in the slnking of - tankers.

layman
llku myul( lhlt lhe clrculluon of
-ofl In this country ls a alne qua

non of ail preduction, md that if
it falls to ecirculate other prob-
lems will be created Tequiring
coatly adjustmenta—costly, I mean,
Hemes and rt-
are
‘They cannot be

burning  coal
without enormous investments of
new priority materials, And it
there 12 a general turnover to
conl, the problem of the trana-
portation of cost would become
as acute as the present problem
of the tranaportation of ofl,

APARTMENT JA‘(ITOES
WILL PLEASE NOT]

It 3 no Ume of year to bring
up this matter, but If hotels and
spartment houses were all kept
Al an average temperaturs of 65
to 68 degrees In cold weather, ine
atead of between 75 and 80 de-
Rrees, as most of them are, wa
shauld sll be a heaithler natlon.
‘Tne overheatlng of the average
Amerlean Jiving quarters suggests
that the origln of cur race ls in
the

Doubtless, the mere Endlnl of
cgreglous waste would reduce con-
somption of Al materials  pro-
diglously. But still, creating an
ternal nation-wide oli clrculation
15 n problem thal must be solved
—nnd once solved, it will stay
solved,

I Blet Miss Spring
Along the Road .. .»

1 met M]aa Spring along the road,
her breat]

Perfumed the morning air,

The trees were drcped in Ir-nllo
green, with
Dogwood In her

Around her feet lhe “violets grow,

“Twas only God who placed them
there to relgn
An Aprli queen,

Bofar people ride for miles and
miles, and, seldom

Glance’ her “way.

They are content
in and scold abou

The day,

"o others Its & call to praser, for
Spring times’

Glad display,

Thelr hearta
as they ride

Along the way.

to look with-
t

a benediction aing,
.

There Is no use to agaln relate
tha joys of an

April day,

And those whose bearts Apprrclnu
God's goodness

Alwaya,
Who thrill when the birds of Lha
the  Whippoorwill,

whm. xrcn!cr Joy than to" walk
ith God,

Wm)dllnﬂ lalr lnd sl

Go then to these _falr garden

spots, your faulty
Deeda confess,
Youll find within His gnrdened
hills & touch
of tenderness
And youll be sshamed you e'er

Remember those davold ol alght,
who only
Darknesa see.
ESS]

—Ji
Charlotte.

Pierre Laval:

Scalarwag
Charleston News & Courler
This man, Laval lells the French

in the Reconstruction period were

a fow scalawags In South Caroline
that #ald the flring on Fort, Bume
ter was & crime and that Robert
E. les and Jefferson Davia wera
traltors, There may ba scalaw:
in Bouth Carolina who' In the
necret  hearta ying it " now,

KB - ;.

* overlooked.

IE RANKIN .B!DOWIOK.

" ‘this “cointey, : but
doubt ‘it In ﬂlﬂl‘lwwﬂe‘ﬂ

leader In'the country. who would:noW..

advocate peace with the Axis? Is there

»_single respooalble publication - that:
wmald advocate In ita editorials m
on Hitlers terms? Would Willlsm

.Green of the AFL or Philip Murray of :

the CIO pick up such a peace offer and
try to sell 1t?
1 don't belleve Hitler would get anys

thing except s chorus of raspberries from .

Americs now. In fact, I.am so certain

of it that I think the most fortunate

thing that could happen would be an
attempt by Hitler to get pesce. It
would be taken by everyone as a sign of

weakness, not of strength, and would

give new confldence to the Usited Nae
tions. I hope he tries it. The result
would be to provoks a real demonstira-
tion of the will to victory on our side.

Thers i3 every reason why Nitler
stiould want peace now, He has reached,
if not passed, the crest ef his tide,
Xn!ormauon which I get 1s that morale
1 low in Germany, growing out of war~
weeriness, the long deforred victory
over Russia that was promised and now
the specter of American force soon tobe
thrown In—a specter which stirs dark
and fearful memories In the adult popu
Iation of Germany.
PRODUCTION COMES ON,
SHIPBUILDING LAGB

President Roosevelt iz only reflecting
the figures when he says our Broduce
tion 1a working out extremely well. Hia

goals set last Winter seemed fantastio-

at the time. Rut.Donald Nelzon sajd
he belleved they could be resched. In
some Tespects they are being reached
already. If materiala hold out they will
all be reached. Only the lsg in ehip-
plng. aggravated by heary lossss, is
really disappointing. But for that, the
effect of our production already would
be visible In spectacular ways in the

* flghting abrosd.

It may not be that the decisivé offen~
sive can be carried through this year.
This was scheduled to be the year of
preparation.. Perhaps it will be more,
If 20, that will be an unexpected gain.

GERMANY NEARS
EXHAUSTION STAGE

Germany s about st the end of her
manpower reserves. The last mre being
rounded up new for the Summer fight«
ing. We were slow getting supplies to
Russia for awhlle, but that ia past and
improvement has been rapld recently.
Pressure 1a on to continue the improves
ment, for everything depends on sup.
porting Russla 8o she can hold through,

“This help may not only be in the form of
equipment,, the needed tanks and planes,
but perhapa even tn the form of pressure
in the Weat. Increased bombing 1
England, increased Commando ope:
tions, perhaps followed up with more
severo blows, sre the big need for the
coming montha, as Lord Beaverbrook
xald In his strring address in New
York last week.

STRATEGY IN EABT
18 TO HOLD

In saying these things, the Import-
ance of the war agalnat Japan i nof
China ia In great danger of
being cut off by the new northward
drive of the Japanese in Burma, Clen-
eral Stllwell, American Chlef of Staff
for Gieneralissimo Chiang Kal Shek, has
far from what he ought to have to hold
hls ground. But his needs were not
overlooked. Help has been dispatcheds
for 1t (s part of American policy ss
well ax that of other United Nations to
hold the llnes In China snd Indla
againat the day when it will b possible
to make the declsive assaull at the
heart of Japan and kill the ectophs.

But it was Hitler'sa hope that Japan.
would divert United Natlon force and

“draw It off to the East and give him his

change to knock out Russia snd Britatn,
1 he could do so he would tle us up in
» dangerous Atlantic aitustion. so that
we should be helpless to do more than
protect our Pacific shores, We are not
falling into that trap any more than
wa are golng to fall into the pit of &
Berlin poace offensive.

Visitin’ Around

Lita Atops at

Below ®

(Dudley Bhosla lum, .
Lenotr News-Toplc)

Whew, what & cold anap for Bature
dsy and Bunday the little peached
may atand it bul for soms of us oid
Jaden It sure plnches,

Camp'ny Mannsrs
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Lexington: Dispatéh) -
Mra,- Marvin - Sechilat
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