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In Perso

Charlotte Takes Part in a
Raid on the Philippines

All Charlotte must have got & tre-
endous kick out of the AP story from
ustralia yesterday of Captain Byington
IcAfee’s participation in the bomblng
light to the Philipplnes and return. The
'aptaln disparaged his part In the expe-
ftlon, to be sure. He had just sat there
s co-pllot and delightedly watched the
olonel “shooting Japs and blowing
hips to hell.”

Even by this modest account, how-
ver, the knowledge that the young
harlottean had been flying one of the
ombers gave the rest of us the vicarlous
eling of hdving been taken along, And
1 token of the Charlotte boys who were
15t heard of In the tighting on Bataan,
e share Captain McAfee's sentlment
wt the raid was more than a raid; it
as & “measure of revenge.”

A good Index of the extent and the
tensity of thls community's concern
| the war Is to be fouhd in the news
assification established by this paper
me weeks ago—"Service Record.” At
rst, ftems artived In driblets, and the
aily sum of them was hardly more than
column. But they eame in with regu-
rity and then they began to come more
imerously, and now there Is a daily
Juge of them, and no kind of news
more welcome or is handled with
eater personal interest and apprecia-
n,
The single column has grown to three
d four columns dally, and still 1t
ows. It has become a sort of bulletin
ard where one may keep up, after &
shion, with the thousands of young
en from this city and its surrounding
rritory who are In thelr country's
rvice. And i there, we ask you, any-
Mng more important or more news-
orthy than this?

ldea

Why Not Use French Fleet To
Recapture French Indo-China?

If Pierre Laval is sincere about using
he French Fleet’in an attempt to re-
onqier the disintegrBaing  French
mplre, we know a good place for him
> start. Let him forget, for a moment,
bout those colonies held by de Gaulle's
orces. After all, the Free Freach are
Ull French. They can be dealt with
Ater.

Rather let M. Laval first send the
rench Fleet Into the Western Pacific
o take back the rich and oncs prosper-
us colony of French Indo-China. There
re warships In Cam-Ranh Bay and
algon—and not Free French warships,
ither. It is the Japs who have taken
ndo-China, and If it'’s a fight M. Laval
s looking for, no doubt they can give
im one.

But, somehow, one doubts that M.
aval will do more than purr at the
Japs, He doesn't dare lift a finger
gainst Britaln's enemles, Sincerlty? M.
Aval does not recognlze the word, and
he French people know it. They know
M. Lavael and they hate him and sooner
r later, no doubt, one of them will
eill him,

Heroes

No Special Markings Set
Them Apart From the Herd

Potentlal heroes are often and easily
verlooked before their trial by fire,

Bpike Baunders, alumnl secretary of
he University of North Caroilna, Is em-
Dhltlc_ about that. Yesterday he told
Charlotte Kiwanians of the incident
Lthat convinced him.

Beveral years ago, Spike notlced that
his Inter-office mall at Chapel HI was
béing - delivered by a diminutive, tow-
héaded freshman with a hungry look
about him. The mail carrier was one of
the :aélf-help students—he was working
hits way through the Unlversity.

ere was no mark of the hero on this
boy. Bpike says you'd have picked him
for ‘anything but heroism, Anyway, the
n:tellow worked his way through and
his college degree. He left Chapel
Hill #nd:became just snother name in

Bpike's ‘masaive flles—Liftsay Lawlor,

), Class of '35,

Then, the other day, 'Spike picked up
€opy of Life magazine.: Thumbing
& peEtion oh ithose < peeriess
f Burma, thc AVG ‘Flying Tig-

the Navy for pilot training. Because his
normal welght was below the regulation
minimum, he was flatly rejected. A
month Iater he stuffed himself with
bananas, drank two quarts of water and
tried again. This time he made it.

After winnlng his wings, Lindsay Law-
lor served on the USS Saratoga. When
the opportunity came to fight for Ching,
he left his bride of less than a year
in California, resigned hls Navy commis-
sion, and signed up. A little later a baby
was born,

Lindsay Lawlor has never scen his
son. But he thinks about him. On the
day he mowed down four Jap Zero
fighters he cabled his wife: "Shot four
Japs., Is Lindsay walking yet?”

Sptke would llke to know which of
his file cards will be next to bear a
hero’s name. But he wouldn't glve you
odds on any of them, You can't tell
about heroes.

Paradox

What's the WPA Doing
In a Labor Shortage?

" The outcry of Shelby WPA workers
at being laid off after refusing to accept
private employment ralses a timely ques-
tlon. Can this country, no matter how
pressing the shortage of manpower may
become, ever get rid of WPA?

We do not know enough facts about
the Shelby situation to venture an oplin-
fon iIn that particular case. The WPA
workers may or may not have been
offered 75 cents & day by farmers who
had promised $1.50. But never mind
that. There Is a more important issue
involved: whether employment on the
WPA glves a man certain rights and
privileges not shared by ordinary pri-
vately-employed workers.

To answer this question, it i3 neces-
sary to go back to the orlginal purpose
of WPA. It was set up, the President
explained in one of his earlier fireside
chats, to provide work rellef for men
who could not otherwise get any kind
of & job, President Roosevelt sald re-
peatedly that WPA was wholly an emer-
geney measure, that he looked toward
the day when private enterprise, revived
by Government planning and spending,
would make all work rellef unnecessary.

‘Thls year, although not exactly under
the prosperous conditions Presldent
Roosevelt had envisioned, the country
has come face to face with a sertous
shortage of manpower. And ‘the place
where the shortage is pinchlng most is
on the farm,

It 13 interesting to note that one of
the most significant mass migrations
in the Bouth has been the moving into
town of poor farm families to take
advantage of WPA Jobs. And, once hav-
ing tasted of city life, these peaple are
definitely unenthusiastic about going
back to the farm, even at somewhat bet-
ter wages.

The result is that WPA has become a
vested Interest to which jts regular
employees cling with a kind of pathetic
loyalty. IL bas become a sort of fra-
ternity and a refuge.

Moreaver, WPA has contrived In more
than a few instances to sel up an extra-
legal but effective mintmum wage scale.
‘Thus the bland refusal of many a pri-
vate job: “Huh—X n make moren
that on the WP'n A"

Now the question arlses as to whether
WPA afticlals will consent to rehire
inen who quit their joba with private
employers because of thelr dlspieasure
with wages, or conditions of work, or at
being deprived of the pleasures of eity
life. If they refuse to rehire the men,
then the example Is likely Lo persuade
hundreds of men that it 13 better to
work than tn starve. There 13 no longer
any question of the availabllity of jobs,
There s work for everybody who hon-
estly wants work.

If the men dre taken back on WPA,
we can be sure that thils tnatitution has
become a permancent and polltical suc-
cubus upon the American people.

Never have the advices from the base-
ball camps scemed so generally dark,
With the possible exceptlon of the New
York Yanks, sixteen teams are flgured
to finish In last place.

For lts Spring drive in Ruasia, the
Nazi takes in more “partners” than a
busy law office. IL is notlced, though,
that the tirm name s atifl Germany.

“1f given a truffle, iske a radlo quiz,

“would you eat i, wear I or sit on 17"
Prrralol o el s

Weakness
By Choice

+ By Paul Mallon

WASHINGTON
OU can hear more_softly-told
reasons why the Cripps mis-
slon falied than there are Mos-
lems snd Hindus,
but the all-ime
pelling_ane which
even atic]
of tne omcm
statements,
tat either slde
ted success
Sutticienty” o
get It
‘There are sup-
plemental tales
iike the ons that
A, Winston Church~
fI felt Cripps' hot breath on tha
back of his neck in Whitehall
polities and zent him Into the
Indlan political maze to cool him
oft, expecting full weil he would
never come out running—st least
not running agalnst Churchill for
the Prime Ministry.

REPORTS UNDOUBTEDLY
BASED ON CONJECTURE

That one was in circulation
soon after Cripps left London, It
Is no doubt based only upon con-
Jecture, and the conjecture will
be strengthened In the minds of
some people now by the way the
trip turned out. Mr. Cripps cer-
tainly slowed dow

Officials here just throw up
their hends, say something about
the inexplicable Intricacies of In-
dian polltics, and let explanations
B0,

Why any natlon, no matier
how decply it has suffered
from past grievances, or how
thoroughly it is criss-crossed
with conflleting political in-
tereats, wopld permit Itself to
be left slanding weakly dis-
unified, with the Japs already
at their front door, Is more
than most officials here want
to try o explain.

‘The outlook for Indin 13 bad
but not ns bad as Jt might be.
The stubbornness of the British
rnd Indlan statesmen, of course,
slmost constitutes an invitatlon to
Japan te move In, whether or not
the Jap milltary leaders had
planned it at this time. A defense
which elects to be weak by
cholce invites atiack.

INDIA'S HEART 18
ON NER SLEEVE
The heart of India is geograph-
leally on her slceve — the one
nearest the Japs. Ninety per cent
of her steel and englneering In-
dustry 13 mraund Calcutta in the
eastern arm of the country, with-
in easy rench of the Jap bomb-
Ing fields of
1 the Japs could_rol through
Calcutta to a line 200 miles west
of the city. they would have all
the maln Indian Industries and
particulatly all  the armament
production within thelr grasp.
The wotkers In Indian fac-
torles cannot be expected to
act lke those In England dur-
ing bombing ralds, Thelr mo-
rale has not been wolldificd
by scitlement of Internal po-
litleal dlfferences. Ninety per
cent of the populaifon In 1931
wan fliiterate (unable fo write
a leiter or read an anawcth.

‘The Government has issied an
ordinance that the workers must
remaln at their posts durlng nlr
ralds, but there is no remson to
expect them to act  differently
from thase in Rangoon. The Bur-
mese workers cracked in panic at
the first bombs, and productlon
ceased from that point.

‘The food situation is not good.
Tue_eastern section relicd much
on Burmese rice production, now
cut off, a shortage of wheat mny
nggravate conditions in the Norih
and West, especlally in & natlon
whose dlsunity already has been
publicly expressed in the stubborn-
ness of its political leaders. Food
rellef may roon be nccessary
avold rlots and mantain produc-
tlon.

Fifth columnists abound there.
A falrly good secret service, the
CID, organized by the British but
jncluding Indians, is  not good
enough.

NOT SETTLEMENT,
NDIA NEEDS

But, as the politicans on both
sides must have known, these de-
fects could have been remedled by
an agreement In only one really
important respect—morale

No doubt Nehru and hia fol-
lowern wiil resist the Jap ag-
gressors, and the plan of de-
fense made by the Britiah
controlied Army will be car-
rled out. Fallowers of Gandhl
cannot be expected to alter

door with bayonets. They sp-

parently prefer death jo war

in any form.

Thus while the fallure of the
Cripps missfon Ja much against our
Dest Interests, it need not be fatal,
and anywny there in nothing we
can do about it. Mr. Roosevelt’s
emissary. Louls Johnson, did aa
much a5 he could—and more, ace
cording to some British comments.

Arniies Alzo March
On Their Feet

Buslness Week

Reporta from Russla Indlcate that
one |mpm-mm Teason for the faflure
of Germany to scnd more rein-
forcementn 1o the Eastern front is
that Nazi leather and shoe supplies
are woefully Inadequste and that
no ratisfactory substitute material
has bren produced. Whether or not
that 15 true, the United States Gov-
erament doesn't intend to be caught
in the same-corner. 1t has intensl-
fied 1ts grip on hides, leather, and
shocs, And equipment for produc-
ing them

TODAY'S BIBLE THOUGHT

You can't barter for the spirit-
ual life, do, not one, but many
things dally: One came lo him
and said, Teacher, what good
thing ahall 1 do, that I may have

India against the Japanese, who are now
hitting st thelr coast. Nehru hifselt
told me that Indis would be unable to
defend herself owing to past British
poticy. Her only equipment for defenss
s British and American, If Indlang
were to erlist by the millions thers
would be no major weapond available
for them except those furnished by the
two major Allles,

INDIANS FEEL STRONGLY
ABOUT PAST GRIEVANCES

Despite Nehry's call to his country=
men to defend India, the fatlure of the
Cripps misslon is Hkely to have & con-
trary offect among the Indisns,. as the
collapsc of the Tiegotiations Jeaves them
stili st odds with the British. Many
of them feel more strongly about pest
grievances than about the present
menace.

The effect on the United Natiens
tn also Hiely to be adverse. It leaves
the British and Americans In the
position of trylng to defend India
while there Is an _unbridgeable po-
litical gulf between the British and
the Indlans, Furthermore, some of
the 4 cven Nehra,

Hitler’s Empty Victories

NEW YORK
ET us take n glance at the
overalt sltuation of our war.
The Pnclfic news is bad. But
as we have undercstimated the
Jipanese before. we are now in
some danger of overestimating
them, and overestimating  this
whole theater of the war.

The essentlal thing nlways to®

bear In mind is that Japan would
pever have taken on the Eng-
Mrh-speaking world 1f Hitler had
not precipitated & war I the
midst of Western elvillzation. All
Japanese advantnges derive from
this fact and retreat whenever
 decislon 15 renched in the west.

JAPAN HAS EDGE
IN NAVAL wah

Japan has stil a large fghting
front in Chlna, a small fIghting
front In Burmn, centers of un-
rest on most of the lslands she
has conquered. And Japan has &
naval wnr with advantages.

Our sltuation In Europe Is bet-
ter. There are unanlmously fa-
vorable reports nbout the Ru

slan  morale, the latesl, oddly
enough, coming from Japaucse
sourees,

The German radio v say-
ing, apropos their own Spring
offensive, “We are suceessfully
opposing the Russian thaw as
we mccmruuy , opposed * tha
Russian  Win In other
words, the bnrlng offen-
sive has not begun. Yel we
know {hat huge reserves of
fresh  German  troops  have
been thrown Im, * and  ther
qualily seems fndicated by (ho
fact that the offensive, thongh
slowed down, s st In the
hands of the Russlans.

The Russians also, while eagerly
osking ald from us, nnd admit-
tng inferlority In  tanks, claim
air nnd manpower superlority,

The latter claim is certalnly so.
The German “Army of Supermen”
was probably never more than
around three milllon—the inten-
slvely tratned troops first cnlled
up i classes In 1035, whereas the
Russtans have hnd universal mili-
tary trainlng by classes for twenty
years out of A population more
than twice ns large as the Ger-
man,

VON BUELOW RE G.\‘llf:n

The claim of alr superority
seems  surprising,  The  Russlan
alrforce however has heen constst-
ently underrated except by a fow
German  military  experts  whom
Hitler, apparently, chose to lgnore.
Slx_years ago, General von Bue-
low, German alr attache In Romo
and regarded as a leading German
nuthority In matters of nlr power
wrote in the German  military
publicatlon “Milltacrurssenschaft-
lehe Rundschau”: “The nir army
of the Soviet Unlon has recently
been {ncreased and has become the
strongest airforce In the world,
It 15 not to be nssumed that any
other country will ever be able
to surpasa them.* - .
~The presumption of fhe

German attack was that, taken

by complete aurprise, this air-

force could be knocked out on
the ground In a matler of
hours, and actuslly _ihe first

Blitx did  destroy  thousands

of Russian planes, But produce

tlon capacity Is deelsive In a

tong war, and the German pre-

aumption, IL s now absolulely
clear, was for a Biltz, ‘net for

» long campaign.

The German airforce must re-
main diyided, and on Monday Ern-
est Bivin made the statement that
the British production is now

usl to the German, What the
American production i, we know,
fore obvious that th

By Dorothy Thompson

superlor, but there #5 a large re-

ts an army in the Near East and

Our strateslenl ])mluon 18 good.

in n plnrcr wiin the Russinns and

g5

KF
WHERE THEY ARE STRONGEST

we divlde our forces and

divert them from where we are

strong to where we are weak?
I can think of no miMtary mind

ar,
Il Is Lruc that “defense wiil not
f

fhat one cannot maké:more than
one powerful offensiveiwt n time,

offensive :where one ix

nhl(- Uml the’ Aristican Chlc! of

Side Glances

One thing is certaln, The war

of nerves is now in our hands
and not in Hitler's. The German
propaganda  gas becomes lament-
able.

Furthermore, the political
factors involved must be high-
Iy distressing lo any Intelli-
gent Germmn.:  Hitler, having
conquered Europe, i3 forced
ta flght in the Interests of his
new lebensraum, Europe shorn
of her world influence I3 no
lebensraum but & problem and
a labilit. The whole of Ea-
rope is ke & caplial . oity
for an enormowa Atea -glse-
where on the glabe and “no
emplre-builder In his senses
conld wish to become maater

_of Europe wlithout Europe's

non-Eurapean nssets.
But Hitlers alliance with Ja-

pan has so far resnited in win-
ning an empire for Japan at the
cost of Europe. Hitler has Hol-
land, which shorn of its overseas
resourees of Faw materlnls s an
Impoverished  and  overpopulated
litle  country,  Japan  has  the
prize—the Diteh East Indles. And
Japan certainly didn't take them
to serve Germany, .

SRAUM HAS NOT
WIDENED
Gcrmm\y has conquered France

—In order to hand Indo-China to

Japanese, And the break-up

the

of the British Empire fn the Far
Enst could glve Germany noth-
ing bul Schadenfreude—certainly
no assets,  Actually, Hitler hax
added not an inch to Germany's
Iebensraum. 8o hls war has be
come, even Inside Nazl Ideology,
profoundly senseless,

Every Europenn feels It, so Eu-

ropean mornle, from a Nazk view-
point, is wretched, Politically, mor-
ally, and physically, the Nezis
are AL their Jowest polnt.

The [actors must all be taken

advantage of. Where, how, In
what manner and in what the.
ater, i3 n matter of the mili-
tary cxperts, not for us laymen,

in his atatement—tske a resentfal

tone toward the American etfort to

help.

Most of the military people with whom
1 have talked belleve that the breake
down of the negotiatlons means that
Jupan will move wIth more determina-
tion than ever 1n order to take advants
age of the spllt and bag India.

MORF. FIFTH COLUMN
WORK 1S EXPECTED

Undoubtedly fifth-column activity will
be sharply Increased. Agents of the
Jnpanese will caplitalize anfong the In-
dians on Cripps' fallure, and wiil repres
sent the Japs ns llberators.

Nehru's refection of the Cripps com+
promise opens the door for the biggest
fifth-columy Job of World’ War IL Tha
situation croatea a serious problem, pq'-

" tieularly for the American eLfork ia | ﬁ

India wnd- China.. . Indis . liea ath

the route to China. If ‘tbe: Japantey
are aliawed to cut off China, the Chis
nese will have difficulty in continuing
thelr resistance. The American forces
in China and Burma wiil be fsolated.

Furthermore, there fs a growing
American strength o Indix. Amer-
ican Flylng Fortresses have been
sriking at the Japs from bases In
India. The American technical miv-
ston 1o India under Henry F, Grady
is underiaking to assist In Increas-
Ing Indla's war production. All this
cxplains the sctivity of Louls Johne
a0n in striving for a British-Indlan
agreements.  Ametlcan  lves are
Involved. The whele futare of the-
American effort In this arca is la-
volved,

Americans have long been sympathetls
with Indla’s naplrationa for self-governe
ernment.  Washington encouraged the
British to try for an adjustment, but 1ts
efforts apparently have been misunder-
stood. They are regarded by some
Indians—Including Netiru  himself — s
interference in & family quarrel, It
would be unfortunate if we took that toe
seriously, however, As I pointed outin
my recent dispatchés from Aliahabad,
even such an intelligent leader as Nehru
scems lo be unable to shake off hia
bliterness over the past,

ALWAYS NEHRU REFERS
TO PAST WRONGS

When T talked with Nebru at Allaha«
bad, he spoke of extensive plans that he
and his cotleagues had worked out for

“Yes, the war has brought: back wholesome parlor dates; <
‘but 1 nee here that:pretty ‘soon we! won't: be; nble tobuy §

LA Hiat for Mr,
. (Paint Rock items,

of in India,
“But,” he told me, "we met with obe
struction by vested Interests, snd when
T was put n Jall the work stopped. Cér-
taln interests did not want Indlana to
devetop tndustry, Yet those very indus-
tries would have been most useful in
the war efforl now.”

\ %

Spriig!  Were Bhe Comea!
(8hady Orove iem,
Lexington Diapatch)

The farmers are all very busy with
a whon, haw, goo thiers; the ringing
of an axe and the curling of the
smoke from the aundry piles of trash
cleared away from the plow to turn
the good loam, a0 the secdn and roots
of this crop will have s good bad,

Muy

sitin’ Around

Marahall News-Record)

Mr. May of Hot Springs was dawn
on business in- Pafit Rock 'nmdny.
Let mo:ng wrong, or idis word.

Unthiiking : say;
Bat thoia uenl upon my lu.
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