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)f 40 Miles
rged By F. R.

>overnors’ Co-Operation Asked in
iovement To Conserve Rubber

WASHINGTON. — (AP) — President Roosevelt has
en state governors asking their co-operation to con-

» rubber by limiting the
es to 40 miles an hour

maximum speed of all motor
and requiring frequent check-

f tires for possible repmr or retreading.

Invasion
Moves On
Australia

Contiued

Navy Planes
Attack Port

MELBOURNE, Australia,
—(AP)— The Air Ministry
announced::today.:that Aus-
ralmn bombers had raided a

te House
hat identical let!em had bccn
to Governors of all 48

'lllction of spced HmlL! and
h

everything possible to conserve rub-
ber. The sltuation in the Far East
makes this very necossary for the

of the war

ent sald, eomtliate another
800 meAn: - nr Fenem-smm
ratlon tn W ort.”"
text of Q\e lck(crs Iollmks
Dear Governor:
you know, we are doing

effort.

“It has been sald that a large
part of our rubber stock-pile is on
ll\c wheels of the more than 30,

0,000 motor vehicles of the

See SPEED LIMIT on page 7

oviet Forces Roll
oward Smolensk

Jaws of Steel Trap Around German
A\rmies Being Closed

BY

pe corridor”
to 20 miles today as

ASSOCIATED PRESS

ussian troops were reported to have
of Adolf Hitler’'s armies on the Moscow

narrowed the

the Soviet counter-offensive

! on toward Smolensk and crushed desperate German

pta to strike t
230 miles w

t

on the entire central front.

{DON— (" —Japanese

forces
1 the British defenders of
v were teported today send-
trols northward in the Tatk-
ea, although the matn body
 Japanese invaders was well
of that Bunmese town,
rltlsh communique issued fn
v satd  British operations in
yaunglebin - Shwegyin arca
procecding satistactorily. Ny-
bin s on the Rangoon-Man-
highway nbout miles

of Rangoon and Shwegyin
ut. ten miles southeast  of
i

Kyl 1-& 40 miles northwest of

on. on the Rangoon-Prome
d {5 70 mlles southwest
aunglebin,

+ report indleates the Jap-
may be attemptlag to out-
the British forees holding
angoon-Mandalay Road nortly
g1

lery Disperses Axis
ola in Libynu Aren
RO, Erypl-—tD—Artillery ac-
In ‘disperstng Axla patrols In
byan sector was reported to-
¢ Dritsh Middle Enst head-

cmmunique satd Britizh col-

penrtraling enemy territary
onnoltering expedilions, made
t with Axix posilions in nplte
ense shelling.

of Moscow, is the key Nazi

+ Advices  reaching Tonden  safd
the Russlans were stendily clasing
the jaws on a trap around Ger-
man forces now virtually bottlied
up in e Rzhev-Vyazma region.
SMALL CHANNEL
‘The lone channel of retreat was
cut to B Width of twenty miles
presumably near Durove, on the
Vyazma-Smolensk  hghway  about
35 miles weat of Vyazma, Russian
troops. bad last been reported 70
wiles apart fn that area. driving
down from Bely in the nofth and
up fram Dorogobuzh in the south,
Information was lacklug on
he number of German troopa
threatened by the huge Red
Army enclrclement, but at the
peak of the Nazl  offensive
Rgainst Moscow between 600,
000 and 1,000,600 Germans were
reporled aperating fn that re-
ston.

A Soviet bulletin reparted terze-
Iy thet "our froops contlnued of-
fensive operations against tie Ger-
man  Fascit dovaders and  ad-
vaneed,

"On some seotors,
mude  counterattacks
rrpnkr(\ with  heavy
him,

TAKE 1 PLACES

Fleven “populated places” were
wrested from the Germans in the
drive townrd Smolensk, the Ris-
slan communique sald,

the
which
Jostes

enemy

. Mitter's  fleld  headguarters
acknowledged  {hat  (he Ruue
sians  were confinuing  thelr

“unsuccesaful®
cutire front,

attacks along the

n
High

Hee ROLLING

the  Crimea, the  German
Command sald, Red Army

ON on

page 7

airdromie at Rabaul,
New Britain, and henvnly
damaged grounded enemy
planes.

Japan. meanwhile, continued her
vasion moves toward Australis.
Jopanese zero (Navy) fighters i-
tacked Port Moresby, New Guinea.
with machine guns while other
Japanese planes attacked a point
60 miles to the west of the port,
near the Yule Island mission, it
®as announced,

A communigue sald:

“Heavy damage was Inflicted on
grounded edemy afreraft in ma at-
tack on the alrdrome at Rabaul on
March 12. One direct hit was ob~
rerved on enemy alreraft and an-
other bomb probably destroyed two
o

hers.

“One hravy bomb exploded be-
tween ten closely packed aircrafl.
Although the results were not ob-
served, they were probably consld-
crable.

RUNWAYS DAMAGED

“Detalls of the attack on Gas-
matn (New Britain) ton Feb. 13
show alrdrome runways were dam-
nged,

“Our aircraft encawntered heavy
anti-aireraft fire.  An attack on
one of our afreraft returning fro
this ratd, mentioned In yesterd
communique, was made by five °
NV fighters,

“Twelve attacks were made dur-
g A twenty-minute combal, o
which the kil af the RAAF pliot
Iy using cloud cover and the de-
terminatlon of Bis guaner saved
the eraft”

“One cnemy plane was damaged
and the others hroke off.
plane retutned to base undumnged,

“Enemy fighicrs attacked Port
Moresby with  machinegun
cannon fire on the morning
March 13, One member of
RAAF was wounded in the leg.”

FHA Roqu(‘sl;
Take Big Rise

WASHINGTON—(—The Frderal
Housing ~ Administration  reported
today that ft had received 29547

appleations for FHA mertgage, -
surance on new homes lnvolving
$125.283.385 durlng Fehruary, The
number of apphonatlons  cxcecded
January by 65 per cent and Febe
ran 1’34] by 12 per cent.

Practically all of the homes In-
volved were o be bullt In war In-
dustry  areas  and  priced to sell
for $6.000 or to rtent for $50 or
Tors,

Seven More Frenchmen

Meet Death in Paris
VICHY—(-Seven more French-
men have been exeeuted by Ger-
man firing squads tn Paris, it was
disclosed gt night.
Annauncement of {he excentions
was made by the German com-
munder of greater Parls, who sald
she seven had been condemned for
acts of violence ngainst members

have been sunk in a naval

battle off the coast of Java.

LOST IN ACTION~The ,S.S. Housto, battle cruisr, was repo today t

May

Be “Wide Open”

CANBERRA, Australia—
the Americasf would be

“wide open”
Auxtralia and a plea for the closest co-operation with
Australia were broadcast directly to the people of the Uni-
ted States today by Prime Minister John Curtin, leader of
his country’s fight for life against Japan.

Warns Americas
Face Attack

Curtin Says ‘OuiWest Coast Would

if Australia Falls

(ADP)—A grm’p/wnrning that
if Japan conquers

Ship Attack
Reported

Rumor Arises About
Queen Mary

ROME (from Ttalian broadeasts:
-—The  Ttalian  radlo  quoted

Argentine matitime eircles” today
as saying the great British Rner
Queen Mary had been torpedoed
and badly damaged several days
ago shorfly after leaving Rlo De
Janeiro with 10000 “Nerth Ameri-
can” soldters aboard

The radie declared the Queen
Mary was “attemipting to reach the
British base tn (he Falkland Is-
lands.”

¢The Navy Department in Wash.
ington safd &t hind no Information
or comment with respect to the
Italtan broadcnst.

SEER INFORMATION

¢Axis natlons frequently broad-
cagt_elaims of this nature {n efforts
o obtaln  Information concerhing
movements of ships of troops.)

The text of the Itallan broad-
cast, as transerlbed fn New York:
“It is reported 0 Argentine naval
circles that the British trans-At-
lanlie liner ‘Queen Mary, which
soveral days ago left Rio De Jan-
clra for an unknown drstination
with 10000 North American sol-
dlers on board. was farpedoed, The
wsscl serlously damaged, was -satd

o be attemptiung to reach the Bri-
mh base fn the Palkland Isiands.”

talians  Claim
Medi

Cnemy

Sub in rancan

of the Nazi Army of O

eport Details Of  Jap-German
ampmgn Of World Domination

espon-
Imclg(n dlnlnxnxnuc source
2day he tind information that
Hitler has proposed R gran-
icheme of world conquest to
Involving & Japanese at-
n Russin and = joint Ger-
apancse campntgn in Afvicn.
Information” was said  to
come from diplomatic -
posts and agents 411 Europe
e Far Enst

ce sald’ fie - had . “ab-
verlfication™ of “reporta” that
anese . mititary . misson - had
ent o', Vichy-governed Mada-

gascar off the African east coast.
Hitler's proposal to ‘Tol
urce  sald,  apparently
st moves

o,
Iavolved
it

‘OUR MOVES
. Japan wowlt® push on o
Indin  from HBurma and., at  the

same tme atiack south ang cast
Alrlen to the | Dritlsh  and
Americun aupply lings around the
TR,

2. dapan wonld Attack  Rusaia
from Manchukuo “&hen the Ume
is Tipe” in ah effort to help Hitler
force the Soviet Unlon inte a

separate peace—by autumn if pos-

this [shte,

3. Hitler would “force” - the
Vichy Government to help supply
General  Erwln Rommel's Nazi

force in North Africa, and hand
over two French Battleshlps for

States
Atlantle,

Ttaly  would
use her navy in
Medlterranean
tended

naval forces busy - in tie

‘o yequired to
& Nazi-directed
Sca eampalgn fn-
to brenk thraugh to

ratds to keep Britlsh and United fhg

ROME — (¥rom Italinn Broad-
casts) —(—The Italian High Com-
mand reported today that an “en-
emy” submarine had been sunk in
the Mediterrancan,

Command's communique satd
the submarlne was sunk by
destroyer  Clgro, commanded
ommander Massima  Frantl.

by

Missions Evacuated From

Australinn Bslands
MELBOURNE, Austratia — (P)—
Missions in Northern Austraila, In-
cluding those on cilie  Talany
and Toper Toland 1 Darstn Bay
ave been cvacuated ngatust posst
ble Japanese landings, church of-
ficlals sald today,
‘More thdn 100 persons were
taken off the islands and brought
to n Melbourne convent with the

arsigtance of the Australian Red

Indian Occan to unlte wifh Japan. Cross,

“Australia ls the Jast bastlon
between the west coast of Amerea
and the Japanese—it Australin
ocs, the Americas sre wide open.
he declared.

Lashing at speculation that the
Japanese might pass up Australia
and that they could be met and

vouted in Indla, he asserted:

"I say to yow that saving Aus-
tralin Is saving  America’s West
Const. 1f you believe anyihing to

the contrary
clves. ™
Before
rades
States,
nounced
ably
naval
of  the
herotne ol

you  deludo. your-

speaking to his
In thls war®
the Prime  Minlster an-
that - Australta  presums
had suffercd another severe
reverse—the  apparcnt loss
6.980-ton cruiser  Perth,
numerous battles in the
Aiddle East, and -the 1060-ton
sloop Yarra, with thelr 833 men,
The ships fought suceessfully
and  wlihout damage In the
batiles of the Java Sea, Cur-
tn sald, but they have not
been

Java

presumed to have been sank.

1L Was possible that some of the
682 men on the Ferth and 161 on
the Yarra had reached land, Navy
sources sald,

(The Japanese clalmed March 3
that the Perth and her sister ship,
the Hobart, were among 23 United
Natlons warshlps sunk  off  Java
on the weck-end of March 1)

The sinking of the Perth and
the Yarra would bring Australla’s
naval losses stuee the start of the
War to two crulsers, two sloops and
one destroyer,

“com-

Government Buildings

Blackout in Capital
WASHING TON— 17— WashIngton
had & four-hour test blackout Iast
night, the third since the start of
s war. Government buildings,
exempt from previows  blackouts,
turned out thelr lights for
minutes during the tes

a

tw

in

Dogflights Follow
Raid or Cologne

LONDON—(f—British fightr
planes shot down eight German
Mosserschmitts in repeated dog-
fights over the English Channel
today In & mid-morning followup
of overnight ralds In which the
Rhineland Industrlal eity of Co-
hit hard by British
bombers, an officlal announceraent
sald.

logne was

Claim Eight
Nazi Planes.

The statement declared thalnat

single  British

the Channel battles.

(The German
sald

]

third term,

Mrs,

about 2

High
carlier that

on Cologne

a “great welght”

A X

clght

plane was lost

Command

was

of

Ex-Gov. Graves
Of Alabama Dies

MONTGOMERY, Ala.—®-—David
Bibb Graves, 63, twice Governor of
Alabama and_a - candidate for &
dled unexpectedly at
Sarasota, Fla, esrly today.
Graves was awakened by the
formergovertiors heayy breathing
and summoned Dr, "
A M. The physiclan smd
tie dled shortly after.

Britlsh
plancs bhad been downed by Ger-
man flghters over the Channcl)
The raid
in the Unitea|Ioupecd Y
explosives wna dumped on the o
In a contlnuation of the RAFS
pre-Spring serial offensive.

Gravesirecently underwent opera-

valesclng at 54

fight

a

tacking

near Sinyang,

Japs in China Baule
- NEW - YORKZ(Um—The All
<dla Radio,:hentd - by CBS,
Chinese . comntunique Teported
day that Japaneso forces had e
fered conslderable josses in a flerce
In_southern
Houan provinge, on a rait line 100
miles north of Ha

tlons tn’ Baltimote . and was conw
ragola before open-
ing his campasgn for the Democratic
gubernatorial nomination in the May
5 primary.:

In-

=ald s

Chinese q\k‘l lhcv rfpuhrd

force

Japanese attacks on their
Sitlon there, then cut off the at-

with troops which
drove n behind the Japancse.

the Al Mintstrs which JAP ATTACK STOPFED

Clash Victims

Houston and Pope Losi—British
And Dutch Hard Hit

WASHINGTON. — (AP) — The American" cruise:
Houston, the American destroyer Pope and ten other war:
ships of the United Nations were lost in the Battle of Javaj
the Navy disclosed today, adding that z thirteenth .Alliéd
ship was reported beached and presumed lost.

In the great batile in which they went down—=
British, Australian and Duich along with the United
States vessels—the United Nations accounted for eighf-
Japanese warships.

The ‘action was on Feb, 27 between Bawean Iahnd an
Soerabaja and broke in its devastating fury through efforts
of the United Nations forces to block the landmg of Jap-
anese troops from convoys.

LOSSES LISTED

The Allied losses made public in a joint British. Ad
miralty and U. S. Navy Department -communique’ whicl
listed the Allied losses as:

Cruisers--~The Housto:
British; Perth, Aus(ralu:-
Dutch;

Deatrovers o Pope Umted Shtu. -
Duteh; Eleetra,” British,  Jupiter, Britigh;
British: Strenghold, Bnhs R
Others were the Yarda, Australian eloop
Duteh destroyer, which was . hsld a8
beached and- presumed lost.

Umted Slatw“ Eukr.
- D

poris obtained by the Navy, were one cruiser : hit
burning, a crm.gcr sunlt, a cruiser damaged, a’de

er sunk, a cruiser of the Mogami class on fire and!

sibly sinking, and three destmyemon fire Ind&lnkil‘

The greatest naval
this war was fought in & screen of,
smoke put up by both Japagese and
Allted warships.

The Japancse force consisted " of
at least nine ecrulsers, the Navy
sald. of which two were 10,000-ton
ships armed with eight-lnch guns.

e Japanese crulsers were nc-
companied by two flotillas of de<
stroyers.

mola sersen and the'
t 1o prosumed

As described by the Navy, the 4
action started at “extreme range,”
and almost at once onc of the
Japanese destroyer flotlllas Jaunch-
ed an attack, but was driven
off by Allled crulsers and ane of
the enemy destroyers wea scen to;
be hit by shells from the Perth.

Soon alterward, the other
Japancse destroyer flotilla de-
lvered & torpedo attack, and
whilc action was taken to avold
these torpedocs, the Estter was
hit by an eight-Inch shell which
struck in A boller room.

She was forced to reduce speed
e,

and drop out of
nly one torpe do launched In

the attack took of effect, hitting the
Netheriands  destroyer  Nortenaer
and she sank,
COUNTER-ATTACK

Three destroyera were ordered by
the commander of this naval force,
Rear  Admiral the
Dutch Navy, to counter-attack tho
Japancse destrayers which were re-
tiring  under  cover of & smoke

2sed the enemy
castward but falled to renh m
with the fos In: the m:n‘ y
the communique ‘added.
“After  nightfall,*
he Allied  crulsers
d cognged them but withvat
efinits knowlodgo: of . the ;re-
atta.”

convoy which was expectedto

FUUND IMPOSSIBLE |

was found 40" be:
slhle owlng {o - the
'3

tending to sweep westward ‘W
the coast ln an sttempt:to’ intera

See 13 ALLIED “on’ page Y.
sereen.
Very littlo information, the Naty WEATHER
communigue was  avallable
ot T esuit ot "his ommter:
attack.

The Juplier reporled sceing
only two enomy destroycrs, bolh

WABHINGTON—(#—~Two,
sihly three, more merchant ships
have been torpedocd, and marine
underwrlters have rofsed war sk
insurance rates for Atlatitic coastal
cargoes "ax n direct result of the
continued submarine menace in
these  waters.”

he Navy announced the fors
prdofng of a small Norweglan mer:
chant ship off the Drlaware-Mary

and a small U, 8.

|merchant aklp in " the  Carlibean
nrea, . The captain of
weglan vessel was killed lnd T
men aro missing. Fourteen sur-
vivprs reached shore,

Two More Ships Sunk And War
" Risk Insurance Rates Raised

‘The torpedoing of tho 7.003-ton

U.

3.
nounced at Havana.

frejghter Texan

Wwas

an-

Nine of tho

Texan's crew of 47 were missing.
not known whether
Texan was the small U,
(‘hnnc ship rrlcru’d to by the Navy

torpedoed  In Caribbean

It

a

Castrica
British West Indies,

on.

night,
cauning alight cu.!unlum. the Brit-
ish announ
naiderable dhhnan from tha U,
o)

outpoat

the

submarine
Harbor on

damaging two

the

mere

attacked
Lucls,

ships

;on . the : laland.

on " Monday
and {ports

s

of which sho engaged with gun- Conlinued

fire, The Elecira was nat seen -

after pho dirappeared Into the Mila
tonight.

Today's Temp.!:H: 165
Sunset Today Liiiiil
Sunrise Tomorrow _ii

Additlonal U, B, Weather
data wiil be lound en’'page

War risk rates on shipments be-
tween the West Indles and the

Amerlca and Lhe United States
were ralsed from . $2.50 per 8100 to
3400 for tankers. and: from .33 to

Underwritera comparable
increases .In rates on shipmenta
betwesn the Qulf and West Indiea

coast:” Bauth - Amel




