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Torre Abowut

County Board Allotwcs Itself
‘A 'Mite of Politica

Az long as Boards of County Commis-
mers continue to re-elect Mr. Doug
dshaw as County Accountant, they
are-Just about proof sgainst the accusa-
of playing too much politics in the
‘sppolntments at thelr bestowal. Mr.
dshaw, wiiose job is a responsible one,
works for no favorites. carrics no boxes
r this or that man at election times. He
1ds’ strietly to his knitting and calls
<85 he sees 'em, and he is a prime
son’ why the County Government's
hold is in good order.

obtained between County
s and their attorneys. It is under-
that :the -lawyer who becomes
nty i Attorney - shall have rendered
tical ‘service to the dominant mem-
of :the board. Despite this sub-rosa
ement,” Mecklenburg County has
‘served by a succession of able, up-
ding ‘attorneys,” and :Joe 'W. Ervin,
atest, 15: no : exception -t6 the rule.

predecessor,’; however,- will have
him a: high:“standard ‘to follow,

cut.’As our armies move in on conquest,
the bread of all will be buttered on the
Allied side. Perhaps it's not that simple,
and our view is certainly not that the
peace should not be planned and war
aims stated. But there we leave Mr.
Willkle and hls confreres.

We have no blueprinted set of war
alms ourselves, but in idly turning over
the possibilities we've decided to be
agreeable with the conservative view:
that nations which have been free and
are fit to be free shall be restored; that
nations and areas having shown no
abllity for self-government shall remain
as they were; that there shall be no
“TVA on the Danube,” no main street
from Edinburgh to Chungking with a
quart of free Amerlcan-grown milk in
front of every stoop.

This kind of an argument (and we'll
bel 1t seems 50 to realists like Eisen
hower and Vandegrift and Timoshenko
and Montgomery) is academje. Therc's
50 much flghting and wrecking . and
dylng to be done in a hurry, and .so
much planning to be done once we':look

at the size of victory and get the bill:

It’s no clementary’ mattér of : fighting
because there's only -timefor: one:thing
at a time; this'ls a matter:of ilirgéncy.
The world will not lunge forward with
A pew maglic on the: day peacéiéomes;

“ the -old probléms will remaln;ariazing

I'd Bather Be Bighe

. @ ) L]
Rebellion Elits
: ' By Samuel
THE rebelllon” egninst Mr. Roosevelt ‘stil! palpltates.

Two :months:age, when the whole country was

lous practices and proposals con-
by ;:the County : Commissioners,

new techniques are:not:for all of ‘man=
kind; and freedoms canniot:be entriisted
to all‘men:and: all races:: It MriWillkle

watching ' the : progress . of . the . Price-Control Bilt,
farm:members:were: defeated in their effort to raise
parity prices. Theiniaticnal ‘eye ‘was on them. They
L quit. i

, and:though 'some ‘of his advice

1s°bent upon: objecting : ta' every. aily:of

Last week,: when' nobody. was : laoking.” the Pace

restricted : the - functiona ; of :the

the: moment Foi; the: basls ol ; hisipast

Bl WassUpped  throtigh' the “ Hotise : by - iinanimous

nty: Government, hls - counsel - has

record, then :we'll i find { prectous’ tew ‘of.

consent.

d up:

theinacceptable/Ahid 1t | we're 'going  to

. Thia was {he most furtive passing of ‘x: major

Invite ‘everyone : In“sight' to’ the cutting

18 our opinlon: that Mr.  DeLarney,

measure ever ‘seeti.’: The bl may raise the:an-

e’ ‘excellence :of - his : service,: de-

of :the peace ple: wheh' It'siveady;iwe

fiilal i gont ol 1iving ©53,500,000,000, but £ It went
to

might-as: well keep right vn‘flghting.

xved: reappointment,” but ‘at any :raté

1 of ;
B third-clasy’ postmastership.

cretalns ;the  all-important - place : as

of ithe': Cotinty :: Delinquent : Tax

Mr. Pace of Geargla, authot of the measure, coii-

P The Foose

SEd e didznot  kiow  what  étfcer it would - have

w-whefe he 15 invaluable.

on the' costiol Jiving:

1. dnvite’ contemplationof : what * would . hippen

Taxicabs Multiply a Problem;

shatild M2 Leon' Henderson,: with - 8" merry ‘look $n

And Operate Without Control

His Eye,annowitice  that he had :Just - ralsed the price

ot hut! cefits;ithat hedid ‘not. quite know whnt

‘When : North: Carolina: became "the

the Teshilt Woldd :he i but 'was dolng -1t anyhow.

great Army state,‘one 0fithe vexing:litlle

‘The Pace: Bill'may have' the most ‘serfous results.

probléms tagging along behind {he:troops

- Many7sotiid afid  thoughtful \commentators have op-

the seas the order changes. The

wasthe taxlcab.’ The i presenice  of 'this

posed 15 Why ' did 74t pass 150 - ensily, hardly putting

its i head into the' ‘House - chamber - before 1t was

14 old:names are’ passing,”and gal-

vehicle ot | individuatized s trinsporiation

stamped ‘Approvedand:sention.to the Senate?

‘new onesitakethelr  places:on"the

and  what’ t6ds about : 1t kéeps Sy

I:nsk:thoSe who haveiso gleefully been leading a

87 1in¢s.: The 'splashes - of ~Amerlcan

clty ‘officials  up ' latéof ‘nights//andito

reneralized :opposition:tothe . President whether they

o not -share , responsibility.

ings ofi - Pear] - Harbor : Day - sent

now : they've : made "no : progress. The

table new :fleet 'down the - ways.

trouble is that the state's cab popiilation

They have dellberately ralséd the temperature

A’ they will :speak ' thunderously, and

has .jumped . from - 2,587 to 4,256 : since

of - oppositlon; s .to- speak: they have held n

Fall,- 1941—an increase of 84 percent.

match .under they have made opposition to

the: President "a virtue in itself. ‘They have de-

ht  in‘ the : grand tradition now les
er grave In some exotic troplcal sea,
‘others come to carry on. Lexington,
oble : name :‘whose . memorles went

‘victéry—those were names to thrill.
till lives .on a new hull, the other

Other  tamlliar ‘names are gone as
Oklahoma, Arizona, Houslon, Vin-
Hes;Astoria, Quincy, and many an-
i The ‘new ones that groan down
ys will be doubly welcome for an
“océan” war, for they inherit a tradi-

The carrier Belleau Wood. so that the
nes in the wheat flelds will never
orgotten; Independence and Prince-
‘memeories of the iey Delaware and
early war for freedom; the mighty
Jersey; the cruiser Miami. Already
at sea are the powerful North Caro-
and Washington—new names for
tie. And, just as there will never be
learth of materials for their building,
<will there never be a lack of grand
nes for them to carry into the fight.
These ‘slone are America, ranging the
' speaking undaunted” as she has
nthe beginning.

Come Al
Willkie Wants to Subsidize
U the World's Righteous

've had about enough of the win-
war-and-win-the-peace line of talk,
from a spiritual leader like Wendell
Hcie-We're willing to recopnize the
1d7as an integral part of life in these
but dre quickly of plans for its
tght  salvation. Mr. Willkle con-
3 perturbed over nur dickering with
al-Darlan in North Africa, warns
the oppressed peoples of the earth
tibe sure that the American fight-
Banner fs clean. .
think [it's -about time that the
hool noted that the dirty ban-
6f 'theienemy ;are in plain sight
that the ilttle natlons, one by
SaVE'a sight of grel by a short-

That prodlglous - multipiication: took
place in the defense_ areas, especially in
Monroe, Fayetteville -and - Wilmington
(Monroe jumped from’ four cabs to 105)
and . nowhere -was _there.a system of
municipal control -satisfactory to city
fathers. Taxls became more and more
involved in the illicit sale of liquor and
in prostitution. Wherefore the Municipal
League put the matter of control on its
list of proposed. reforms, and aims to
push it through the Legislature.

The fight, judging from the past, wlll
be a tough one. A Charlotte taxi official,
for example, has fought for years to get
through in Raleigh some kind of state-
wide control over cabs, without success.
Qur city is fortunate in this respect: it
has control over cabs and drivers (a
maodel system already adopted by several
Northern citles), and beside it has 40
fewer cabs than it had a year ago.

What all parties concerned want {s a
state-wide application of the Charlotte
vstem, requiring rigid inspection for
drivers, payment of special fees for each
cab. Where the local code falls down is
in punishment of operators found guilty
of illegitimate practices. An owner, {f his
cabs have been trafficking in vice or
liquor, and taken off the streets, may

often open up again under another
_name,
What ix needed is a survey of the

need for such a public wtility in every
city, with a limit set on the number of
rabs. Should an operator lose his license,
e loses it for good, and competitors take
over the fieid. Charlotle and -North Caro-
lina need control of that kind, for war
and peace.

Hitler's promises to stifk put the Ger-
man people on a spot. After all, what's
t 4 acces-
well-known

50

v the
hoodlum in the parlor when the cops

¢ as presence of a

cinse in?

The girls of North Africa are nol to
be ogled or addressed, and yet, some- .
where In our reading we have pleked
Up an wisimption that Cleopalra was
not wholly allergic to the passing yoo-
hoo. -

seribed our vubdber ratloners as clowns, They
have pictured Mr. Ickes a5 a burcaucral gone

Anything For

CORONET
JITLER socs (o the edge of the English Channel
and stands there. looking longingly ncross tha
water. He decides that the problem Is too much
for him and summons the oldest Rabb! in the coun-
try, who he belleves can give him expert advice,
Hitler explains his problem and the Rabbi says,
“Oh, that's not so difficult.  Mases hnd the same
problem three thousand years ngo.”
“What did Moses do?” asks the Fuehrer,
“Oh, he solved it very slmply,” answers the
Rabbi. “All he did was to plck up & certaln stick,
strike the water and everything was handled,”

Whe's A Lowbrow?

ECKLENBURG County, fn common with many nnother

I\ Southern community, seems to he in danger of writing
more books than it rends, The trend toward illiterncy, or
non-lteracy, Is no more pronounced here than In other sec-
tlons of the Southeast (Indeed, the deplorable practice of
dropping the aitch from the word “hain't” is on the decline),
but the Horpet's Nest is not, forsooth, given to the reading
of books. .

The statement of a Southern writer that Dixie produced
more authors and books than any other scction, but read =
great dral Jess, induced us to run down the truth about Char-
lotte’s reading habits. The trail was still fresh. .

Charlofte’s Public Litary has the amallest collection
of books of any library In an American city of 100,000 to
200,000 prople. Apuinst an average of 150,000 in its class,
it boasts only 60,000. Each book was read an average of
six times last year. The Library serves County ax well a3
Clty, must provide coverage for a papulation of 150,000.

The nationnl Mbrary figures. per capitn: average income,

42 cents; average volumes, 1 1-2, average circulatlon, five,
For North Carolina; income, twelve cents; volumes, one-fourth
of n book: circulatlon, one-stxth af & book. Charlatie's average
income per capita: about 35 cents. X

In the past twoe years, Charlotte and “North Carolina have
Improved, expect to get off the bottom, but not near the top.
A small staff, too litle money and lack of public recognition
of its problem handicap the local libfary, so that Director
Hoyt Galvin says, the service “isnt good.” IUs pbably the
best in the Carolinas, at that, but far enough below par to

“cause & municipal blush.

Must Stimulate The Great

£iona.
%o proditee ‘quickly; what. is :needed: has | been
. Yet in: i 5
Haelt

bvictis that the  indut
expectations. ;The:capacil

A year later it 1
but: et it beyond:

moniatrated,
has

Yel rodise

& T

oW hich:is: t € use:
< tlent' volumo  to give . work ‘to" those -who are able and willing t6

3 ustry ‘need
i be argued, because it Indnstry doed’not find ‘ways to produce in sueh’
“.yolume’ ns’ {0 use ;the natiol I

tive of all.of our

- Whether. ihat 1s the proper. reaponsibillty of ind nol

working : force of ‘the m, thére will: prob.
ably bo's ‘strony politioal ‘demand’ thiat: industry: be subsfdized ‘An
directed by tha Government.:We will have some ten million

the -armed ' forzes. and : probably :twenty ; millfen’ peeple’ i

dustry . who' must be ‘inte

dole,

must lther have work or go-oh th v e
That 13 'whi* Henry J. Kalser, one of the most daring and imagina
[ bers  of

¥

e
tlon of Manufacturers last week that they faced s challenge:to forestall
& superstate by their own.initiative and: planning, 2 e

~. Kalser ‘places immediate . war : production ;as  the  first problem,

Mr.
but he is findin, time to think about-the future azd he urges: his:fellow
manufacturers to do.the same i they want to keep:industry in:private

ands,

He ‘puta flrst ‘the cisentlal ‘vf ‘emiploytient for all who want:te
work. "Four - fields : for : development - suggest : themselves : to: M.
Kalser. . First, houses, . He . sees :a : postwar -deniand -for ; nine | mli<
lon units of housing, : Second,  preparations: to satlsfy : the: penit-up
«demand for sutomobiles, Third, a vast, unified,- modern, audaclous
highway system—lHke the” Pennsylvania Turnpike, . Fourth, buliding
of medical centers in every industrial community,

In his address Mr. Kalser ‘skétched ‘challehging ideas In all thess -

directions, Mainly he emphasized first the need of thinking, plinning
and some engineering now, and secondly arrangements for  beginning

customer savings now, with

hi

distracted from the more

in"the case of
omes against dellverles soon after the end of the war.

In raising such questions there Is some risk that atteiitfon” wiil“be
urgent fob of for the

and

war which must be won before anything clse can happen. Yet there 5

also grave risk In not preparing at all for the day when the war machine
beglns to be dismantled end miilions of men will come home from the
by ?

an having them, no matter what has to be done to provide them. Mr.
Kalser, ‘with the same foresight he has shown In war production, s

ar while other milllons will find their jobs wiped,out,
Men coming back ffom the war wilL demand jobs, and wili insixt

suggesting to Industry lines of thinking that might avert an ugly soclal
and political crisls after the war and enable Industry to keep private

enterprise traveling unhder its own steam.
Industry won't be‘avolded by resolutions of the Republican National

Bureaucracy °

Grafton

Government  control of

‘ommittee but by avolding the need for it.

Blars Wabkes Up

mad. They have cultlvated the credo that all
government fs idiotle and all opposition meri-
torlous. They have skylarked because they thought
they had discovered a Henderson form “named”
No, 1-1071-PLOF-5-NOBU-COS-WPB. (Later on
it was revealed that this wasn't the name of
the form at all but merely code instructions
to the printer a3 to number of coples, stapling,
wrapping, etc) They have revived an old blli
1o take away from cvery Government agent the
power to make binding declalons. The atmosphere
has been that of a binge, or & joyous party,

You start with a storm of spurlous laughter over
Code No. 1-1071-PLOF, etc. You end with a new
price blll which almost nobody wants, The merry
game hag suddenly turned serjous. Bub what's the
difference; it's all opposition, isn't #t7 It's sgainst
the President, fsn't 16?2

The unsolved problem of how to oppose the
President durlng war (and on many {ssues oppost-
tlon is a duty} calls for the best thought of the
best minds fn Amerlon, The splrit of Halloween is
not qulte the answer,

it

Hcarus And Sling

Yahk, The Army Weekly

YY/ELL 1t seems that Dacdalus and Jcarus were fiylng along, taking

1t on the lam from Crete, and Icarus took his slngshot and caught

Daedalus In the callipyglan, So the old man shot him down in flames.
That's how alr combat was born.

It mppears that every time man invents somethlng to ride fn he uses
to take pot shots at people. Lock at the automobile, for instance, It

hadn't been kicking around for twenty vears before mugs were rticking
Tomm
now, look at the alrplane.

1y gl

3 out fts back windew and blasting away at the bulls, And

It wosn't, strletly speaking, undif the tirst World War that ale-
Planes came into their own as far as combal is concerned. Even
then, 1t was accidental. In 1914 those planes that could actually fly
were used for pure and simple reconnalssance. The pilots even waved
at cach other occasianally. The French would say "bon jour.” and
the Germans would answer “Guten Tag." It was s rasy set-up.

Unfortunately, one fine day a German plane plioted by Captafn Raus

von Maus passed over a French plane piloted by Lleufenant Jean de

You cannot do the things we are going to Tonue. Captain von Maus was cating p tomato which was rotten, As
have to do, like ratlon raltroad tickets, or spend the French plane passed beneath him he tossed the tomato overside,
8 hundred billon dollars next year without in- Alas! It cought Licutenant de Tonne smack {n the puss,
flatlon, or avold a black market, by whooping You can imagine what happened. Lirutenant de Tonne was burned .

it up and swinging an old stecking with a rock

in its toe,

In the days ahead, we shall live by facts, or die
for our disregard of them. Those who transinte the
wRr prodblem inte a mere to-R vel

ta
sh

up. Next day he came back
which he dumped forthwith on Captain von Maus.

over the lines with a pot of onion soup,
The captaln. stung
his Prussian core. showed up the following Tuesday with a sawed-off
otgun.

problem nre taking the easy way, You don't have
to know anythlng to oppose the President, Cynlcism
wil do, sarcasm wlil do, cheap Jokes will do, funny
stories will do.

And a bl that almost nobody wants prsses
the House while nobody f looking.

A Lauwugh

“Thal's Just what I wanted fo know,” ex-
claima Hitler, “Where is that stick?"
And the Rabhbi replies: “In the British Museum.
—MARGARET BOURKE-WHITE.

Tennessee hillbllly had been ealling on his glrl
for almost a year, when pappy finally cornered
him enc night and asked:
“Tell me, yowve been seelng Nelly for nigh
onto a hat are your
or_dishonarable?”
The hillbiliy's eyes sparkled: “You mean I got n

cholce?”
--HARRY HERSHFIELD.

of

back to their bases 10oking exactly lke =le
used as sleves Inter by
Teame in from Australla

rites, But Doesn’t Read |

The book shops reveal more of the same; from a dif-
ferent angle. Several of them are classed as tirst-rate,
with good stocks, catering to a varied clieniele, They, too,
reported a sad lack of public consclousness where reading
is concerned, One operator nald: I’ scemy a shame fo
me. but reading in Charlotle isn'L fashionable. Women
acem to go In more for fino silver and fashlonable table

Licut t de Tonne spent the next six wecks pleking pelleta out
himself, and from that day on, men, war was hell,

Combat planes were not always flring gun platforms. Time was

when a flyer would be lucky if he could dig up two machine guns,
ane of which probably wonldn't fire,
merely press & bulon to caver an area the size of Oregon with stugs,

Now a pursuit piot must

The tost deadly combnt plane at present i« the Flying Fortress,

riinly because 1t can shoot in more directions than any other alreraft,
It ts consldered to be & match for three medium bombers, ten pursuit | .
ships, or one Jap communique.

The Fortress s famed for its ablity to fake it. Many have come
VIn fact, several have been
by absent-minded mess sergeantsi Recently n tals
which you can belleve or not, as vou will.

According to’ this story, n B-17 took off on a hombing mission.

Tt had been gone about four hours when s radlo message was picked
up that it was surrounded by several hundred Zeros. Silence foltow-
ed. The B-17 was some hours overdu,
for It

and all hope was glven up

Suddenly the sound of a plane was heard above its home field. The

ground crews looked up and saw, coming down for a landing, not:the
Fiying Fort
with & macline gun across his lap. He brought the moter down to &
beautiful no-point landing and jumped off,

but a lone motor

Sltting on the motor was a sergeant.

“Boy,” he said, "Were we in n fight!”

setilngs. They eniertaln lavishly, but fow of them ever
think to have recent gaod bonks about thelr homes, I'd
like o see them do something tke that” Naturally,
you'd ‘say.

Both at the Nbrary and the booksteres“many customers tarh
ta light reading (love, mystery and wcsl_crn-lypc adventitre
storles—Mr. Galvin calls it merry-go-round rending because
you get off at the same place you get on), Best-sellers are
hard to obtain at the Hbrary, but are standbys for the book
stores. In all cases, the war has changed rending hablts
greatly,  Texts on nm(hnmnt!rs, cngineering, enleulus, and
olher technical subjects ave doing land-office husiness. Men,

" women and boys preparing for service arc, secking knowledlge
where they sought only recrention before.

But that s & temporary irend, There In and will be
a greal gap In the book fleld between Richmond and
Allanta, botl in reading and seliing, Charlotte, producing
writers llke Marian Slms, Tim Pridgen, Legette Blythe,
W. 1. Cash, Mary Bledsor and Marfon Margrove bs far
from reading ity share. Decauso publishers find B un-
profitable (o advertise and promote ihelr products In
non-trban arcas, the territory in gemeral In harren,

A Inckndaislenl attitude toward the nprinted word, book
forny, might seem to indicate oniy that Charlotie, Mrckirn-
burg, North Carolinn nu4 the South are tending to the bust.
ness of development. Byt beeause aur clty stands only one-
third ns high, as 1t should tn the matter of book-reading, it
follows that it might stand about the same tn book-learning,
and-thereby endangers progress in every fleid of endeavor, We
don't know swhat to do about ‘Jt. . We -Juat: thought we'q
measure it for size. . P




