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Hold-Up

Hitler's Air Superiority
In Africa Throws Us Back

Our progress over the rough terrain
t ‘Tunisia seems to slow perceptibly with
very new communique. From storles of
lasting the defensive position of the
xi§ forces, the news turned recently
6 the failure of Hitler’s reinforcements
¢ break the Allied ring. In the midst
t a big offensive. we have met counter-
ttacks in such force as to stall our ad-
ance and display in new perspective
he proportions of the task before us
n Africa.

‘What was once optimism over the com-
ag heavy blaws at the continent through
taly has now become concern over our
bility to keep lines open and establish
n immense base of supplies in North
frica. Hitler apparently, has dedicated
1l available strength to prevent that
evelopment, .and has thus far been
ble to hold alr superlority by flooding
lanes into the area from bases in Italy,
felly and Sardinta,

German attacks upon Allled road con-
oys appear to have been successful, so
hat the maln strength of the British-
merican armies has not come into con-
act with the Axls ground forces. If
he enemy is suceessful in keeping more
lanes in the area than we can match,
e might force us cut of Tunisla event-
ally by smashing airfield after airfleld.
hat 1z held as a possibility by military
uthorities,

“iOur ground forces ars greatly su~
érfor, but have been unable to reach
he Blzerte-Tunis theater because of bad
ymmunications and roads. It appears
iat Hitler can reinforce his troops
ally zo as to make the Allled problem
ore difficult when land fighting docs
scur on & large scale. For the present,
enenth an umbrella of German planes,
is outnumbered ground forces are com-
arstively invulnerable, and will be until
reat numbers of British and American
lanes are brought Into the battle area.

‘Thus is our Afrlesn progress being
eld up, but only temporarily. In weeks,
r months, the balance will tip toward
he Allled forces, despite Hitler's ad-
antege of nearby bases. When that time
omes we may mop up In Tunisla, but
intll then our hopes for clearing North
\frica are slim.'In any event, the qulck
ictory we expected s not to come.
\merican troops are proving the equal
? anything the Axis can offer, but with-
¢ the planes overhead, they'll be lucky
6:hold thelr own.

First¢ Cousin

’AAA, Like WPA, Dispensable
For These War Times

The abollshing of WPA in the second
ear of a manpower shortage brings' up,
rcedemically, the question of arnother
phiabetical Agency: AAA—the Agricul-
tira) Adjustment Administration. No-
body, now, is going to pet anywhere
with a proposal to de away with that
“gentle rain of checks" upon the coun-
tryside, unless it be over the dead body
ot the Farm Bloc In Congress. But at
Jeast the Triplc A ought to be hauled
put and examined periodically and crit-

Like WPA, something 15 ta he sald for
d:against AAA. The subsidy which
Government hands out principally to

enly a portion of what the same: Gov-
mmen'. has taken away from them by
1 process of erecting tarlff walls
6id ;this country. Protective _mms‘
Ropublicans always called them, and
7 /did afford o highly useful protec-
1o tndustry. But to agriculture, par-
ar)y ito. cotton farmers who were
pelied to sell their produce at a world
te And :buy al an American price,
tarifts were more destructive than

36 on'behalf of AAA it may be
At the farmer .15 a notoriously

‘and: Inkofaraa’ the : Government
it thim 10 grow the right produce
1 it setutely, 1 will have bet-
thé expeniss of .nobody.
Articilars AAAlis not at

ther with the ‘American

code or the self-rellance which is a
farmer's principal stock-{n-trade,

1t is dreadfully expensive. AAA's ben-
elit payments, even in this year of lush
farm prosperity, will run close to helf
a billion. The Department of Agticulture
as a whole requires an annual appropria-
tion of $1,400,000,000 where, ten years
ago, It got by on $200,000,000. And to
administer these vast funds and to
write its miilions of checks to Hiram
Farmer and to maintain its fleld or-
ganization, the department §s forced
to employ a clerical force which eata
the farmer-beneficiary, insofar as he is
B taxpayer, out of house and home.

The main objection to AAA and the
particular in which it is least consonant
with the traditional independence of
the farmers is, in a word, politica. For
the continuation and the size of the
farm substdy depends upon the favor
of politicians, a-ciass of men in whom
the citizens of the country, including
the farmers, have no notable confidence,
and who are popularly supposed:to:play
loose with the public funds asimuch to
keep themselves jn office as for “any
virtuous purpose.

AAA, in all probability, 15 here to stay
in some form or another, and let no
one assume for the farmer that he has
any qualms in cashing the green checks
which are delivered to him. Neverthe-
less, the system in its present form
12 susceptible-to abuse and a fAck of Te-
atraint, and it imposes a direct burden
upon the whole people for the benefit
of a gingle occupation, and It i3 un-
wleldy, Most people would prefer that
the farmer get what is coming to him
in the: prices he receives for his output
rather then from Washington.

0 ewned !

They're Rationing Liquor,
Without Regard to Thirst

We're In 1t now, mates, up to the
gullet. War at last has begun to pinch
a lot of people where it hurts awfully.
The ABC atores in North Carolina's 25
candld liquor-drinking counties are ob-
serving three days of silence, right here
at Christmas time, whilst their customers
fast and get their ration booka.

The State ABC Board, by réason of the
traffick in which it dealt, has always
been uneasily mistrusted by the Drys.
Not only “"taste nol" but “torch not,"
the old maxim ran, and it siood to rea-
son that men who handled rum must,
by the very nature of the demon, be-
come addicted to it or somehow overly-
familiar with it, It turns out differently,
Raleigh's notlon of Iiquor-rationing is
that of a bureaucrat who never drank a
drop.

The town drunk ({(hic), for example,
gets as much as the dear old lady (hic)
who likea to mellow her fruit cakes.
There are no inquirles about man's con-
sumption as between, say, Christmas and
New Year's, 1941, on which to base his
aflotment for the Christmas-New Year
histus, 1042, There is no distinction be-
tween whisky which s essential -to the
war effort and simple tippling for pleas-
ure:

Why, lookee! Even Washington knows
when it started to ration gasoline that
consumers {ell into three large groups—
1) those who would meckly tuke what
they got; (2) those who had to have
more; and (3) traveling men. But does
the ABC Board make any such distinc-
tions? No, siri 1t merely divides the
avallable supply by the number of in-
habitants and fixes a quota which ls
going to make some people hump. Meck-~
lenburg 33 fortunate, In a way, that it
voted down ltquor storoa, We here can
continue to drink up Lo our notions, not
according to a schedule.

Montgomary's men, looking over cap-
tured loot in Libya, are surprised to find
thetr own canned corned wiliy, supposed-
1y lost forever. Well—better luek next
time,

Another moment | worth walting for

will be Herr Hitler's day in court, when
worrled counael for the accused puta
on hjs only character witness, whn turns
out to be Laval.

When. in the Winter season, does one
ste manpower arising in is might as
in the Bummer seventh-inging stretch?
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Learning Fast

A Long Year's Journey

By Raynond Clapper

WABHINGTON

WE obviously have Jearned the military lessons of

Pear] Horbor. What happened a year Rgo Jolted .
us forward s If we had been shot out of a cata-

pult.
Within & year we have veached a tompo of mil-
tary proparation that probably no nation sver equalied:
In such & perlod. -We have surprised ourselves—as I
know from & visit to war indusirles in the Detroit
mrea Jast woek.

The monumental performance of war in-
dustry is matched by the work of the Govern-
ment In mabilizing an army which must be now
around five milllen, When we crltlclze the Gov-
ernment for tnefficiency, we forget tHat the rals-
Ing of -thla atmy by the Gavernment Is an
achfevement to.malch the productlon of tho
weapons for i,

One year sgo we dincovered that this was war,
and It didn't take.the country very long to rlss to l)w
all-out demands that total war makes,
soemed slow from weak to weck, the look back ovcr
ons year gives us pernpecuvc 1o recognize the achleve-
mnm ror what

we be l: qulck and as apt in learning an-
ulhcr lci!m’ﬂ

Will we be as quick to learn the lesson that
the world s now so small we can't escape the
effects of what happens anywhere on the globe?
Wil wo recognlzo what the heavy hombor moans,
and what the bigger models that are sure to
come will mean? Will we sec (hat the super-
bomber, stlll to come, puts us at the mercy of
any other nation that ean build in volume? Will
we soe that the auper-bomber also gives us and
llke-minded nations the weapons to stop fufure
warmakers in thelr tracks?

Our .engineera and our industrlalists are smart
enough ta deslgn and bulld thuse bombers, ones that
will make the predont Flylng Fortresa look Hke a
sparraw. W the rest of us be smart enough to use
that productlon genfus to end this crazy buslness of
German or Japanese war manlacs sctting the world
afire every time they can accumulate enough powder.

to start & war? Will we bs so dumb as to have the
weapons in our hands and still let them go on doing
that to us?

Anybody who has flown over the oceans and
continents, aa many have dons now, and any-
body who han a glimpne of Imagination about the
kinds of airplane that are to came, knows what
Anthony Eden, British Foreign Ministor, meana
when ho anya that after this war the world will
he one viliage sirect from Edinturgh to Chung-
king, Anybody who Atarts using his shooting
Irons_anywhere &long ihat streat endangors atl
who llve on it. Like the Chicago Loop. it 1 no
place for gangsters !n be allowed to play with
machine guns. The sireot of the warld must be
Tada sate for clvilized people to ga aboat thelr
business,

Also, we expect to have a lob of business to be
about alter the war. War production has built up
Amerlcan _manufacturing capncny that will need
markets all over the world will have an enor-
mous shipping fleet, snd elrplnnu carrylng capacity
for paosongors and high-valuo goods, We want mar-
kets abroad. .

We also want to relleve ourselves of iho
heavy cost of modern war. Even to keep In the
state of preparedness for total war that would
be necessary if the world slipped baok inte the
condition it was in after the war would he
a0 costly that our standard of living would have
1o go down_sharply. By overy requiroment of aur
security and wellare, we must have a steady
world around us.

I was nol an isolatlonist before Pearl Harbor
but I was before the fall of ¥rance. Events slice then
have convinced me that we were all wrong In our
bellel after the Jast war that we could escape another
one by keeping our heatds down, We tried that. Wa
gave 1t a thorough trial. It didn't work. We know
that polley wlil only bring us back agein o another
one of theso wars. It ia not even A risk. It is a cer-
tainty,

Penr! Harbor brought the war to us a sacond
time. IL ought not take thres lessons to teach us
what I 80 clear now after the sccond lesson,

Frsdroducing Sams Grafton:

fie’d Rather Be nght

TGINNING this week Bnmuel Grafton, a bril-

ltant newcomer, will bring hls widely-read col-
umn, *I'd Rather B Right,' to Tix
Newa editorial page. To our read-
ers wo haston o introduce Mr,
Grafton s one of the ablest of
sli natlonally - syndieated writers,
a man whose forts [s originallty

years, as ® star reporter for (he °
Now York Post, he has held the
attention of & vast reading public.
Colorful and outspoken,
Samusl Grafton doos not fear,
lo Iamhast anythlng or any-
one on the national scene, and
never hesltatea to choose hin
own ground. In s wide search
for a top-ranking wriler whioh
resulted in the selectlon of. Mr.

T Grafton. The News found
man whn atten takes a point of
vlew with which it may not agree, bul ene who
never faila la be enlightening and entertalning.
We helleve he may be placed upon fhe same
level with our veterans, Raymond Clapper and
Dorothy Thompsen, and that he has a whiff of
the old Heywood Broun In hlm.

Because Mr, Grafton, as a crusader, belittier,
campatgner and forthrlght crltic has won the ad-
milration of people fu.all-walks of llfe, we believe
you, too, wil welcome- his sincerlty, his falrncas,
and Nls abilty to eut deeply with a Jight -touch,
We have selected A few! comments from famous
personalities who spoke thelr minda on Grafton
and his work:

. “Samuel Grafton. Ihrough his column, ‘I'd
Rather Be Right, hea becoma ons of (he mast
Important wiitrs In our counlry. ~Me speaks

simply, cleaply and with the power of a man
who Ix fearless In hls detérmination to tell
the truth”
ROBERT E. SHERWOOD.
“Bamuel Grafioni‘hates hum-
‘bug and 1oyks people, Hixprin--
cipal motive in - writlng 15" {he
, presslng urgo for: exiension of
Amerlcan  demiocracy . heyond
the pollllcal to1hie sacial and
economio spheres. Hia' columns
are forceful, witty”
RAYMOND: GRAM:BWING.
“Samuel i Graftan's: articles
are & new forse in Jaurnallam.
They reprosent: principles, not
preéjudices. They Have n wife
horizon, noti Rl nerrow view.
‘They are hiiman~and dlrect,
not academlo and remote. Tome
he i ‘reqilred reading’’
HERBERT BAYARD 8WOPE.
“I conslder 8am Grafton one of the top-notoh
Journallstn of the day. His abilily {o sse the
‘whole pleture’ ... and his.facile presentatlon
make me a Gratten fan .
WYTHE WILLIAMS.
We make no attempt to urge any wrlier, new or
old, upon our readers, and our columniata will con-
tinue to proxent thelr awn views, without the en-
darsement or suppression of the.editors, We atmply
hope that readers of the edltorial page will enfoy
Bamurl Orafton as we have, If 50, we will not have
sought him out In vain,

Hise first column will make itz appenrance her
tomorrow, and thereaftar he will take hly place as &
regular. Interpreting the dizzy swirl of the world's
news a5 he seea jt. We trust you wiil make him
welcome.~Edltors, Tux News, .

4 h The Grealul Obmu:la To World Pecce -sm ALFRED ZIMMERN

‘'By Dorothy Thompson
WASBINDNN
AL\(O!T exachly W year l!ur Pearl Harbor, Mr. Donald’ Nelson made
eport 1o tha' “National: Association -of - Manufacturers  War: Con=
:reu of Amencm Industry” on'the organization of America for total war.

n the courss of his speech he made revelations wh!ch indicata that the
ueepin. forces in this nation, awakened by Pear] Harbor, are so immense
that once properly organized {or the natiohal use they will not only win

us the war, but, if we take lmunb n( the lesson, will: usher us hlm »
nuw world of well-being.

Let os, in the midst of this war Imagine thl¢ Mr, Nelson' is ‘mak-
ing this speech in pncu that we have defeated the enemies and are
now out to make & permanent conquest of poverly in- the United:
B . We have hnd & yéar of moblliizing production te do it. Now,
lllun to Mr, Nelson:

- This natlon posscssed An sggregate of resources, enorgy and
nluoml “wealth substanially greater than the aggregats posssssed by any
other natlon on earth . . . our big job' was to turn our latent strength
into actusl strength.

“By the end of next’ year—1843—America slone will produce almost
ax great & volume . 1t the rest of the world combined . .. To get
that crushing luperlorxty ‘we must step up production much further .
‘We must bring friction, loat motion and weste down to an absoluts mi
mum; we must make the best possible use of every resource we have.

“In the direction of this program, the prinoipal task was to got
» falrly accurats tabulation of the requirements .. . The second
stage, then, was the stage of great expansion .. . Tremendous effort
went Into the work of increasing the natlon’s capacity . , . Plans were
formuiated to convert the entire eepnomy , . . All the atrength we
have—strength In men, strength in mlchinnry. strength {n raw ma-
terials and strength in organization—all of this must be used so an
ta produce the maximum impact , . . Naturally, the stage of plan-
ning and ozganizing Is stll) going on, and will not end until victory s
won,

“We shall'have, {n the end, a full knowledge of what we can real
do, And I submit to you tn all serlousness , . . that that knowledge will
show us that nothlnﬂ-—uurllly, nothing—that we really want to do ia
mlnz to be impossible to us.”’

All these words Mr. Nelson spoke on Friday sbout war production,

the same Friday, Mr. Roosevelt dissolved tiie WPA. Yet thers are

nome people still ulive and kicking who hope that after this war we will

80 back to that form of economy that is no good for war and resuits
in WPA's {n peace

T submit we won't. T submit that at no distént date after this war
18 over some future Donald Nelson wili arisa and say ta the National As-
l;l]cllktlon of Manufacturers, who by that tlm! will have gotten over the
shock:

“Gentlemen, T am pleased fo report that we:have within the last
twelve months sholished one-third of all the slums, urban and rurs),
in the United Staics, We are behind our program, however, and.are
nat yet using our resources to the fullest,

“Our program for the next year Includes the perfection of 8 hog-
pllal network that will not leave a community withoul the mast mod.
ern faclitles for medical care, The decentralisatlon of industries,
With a view to bringing the factory 1o the farm, Instead of the farny
1o the factory, is making great progress.
“I thank you, and the Amorican farmer and worker, for the splendtd
vision and co-operation that began the day after Pear! Harbor and haa
proceeded uninterruptedly ever aince.”

Arn American

Away Down Under

Letter From a Soldler
In The Christlan Sclence Monltor

\VHEN we flrst saw the land’down under it ¥as while going through

the passage. , .. I remember coming out of deck, It waa night snd
the moon had not come out. The only light was from the.stara and the
phosphorus lighting up our wake. We were very closs to shore and
the rugged coastline stood out llke a great black barrier. Word went
through the ship like wildfire; We would be in port in the morning,
©Oh boy! To have a fresh-water bath and eat in a restaurant and have
o glass of milk. To be on dry land and see trees and flowers and talk
te a giri or two.

The ship isn't moving any more, the sun Is aut. What's that
In the haze? A church spire, yes! There aro some buildings, teo.
Land at iast and a clty. .. . Well, off the ship we came In record
time; the dock was blacked out and it was so dark you eould just
about see the man In front of you, When we hit the city proper
the atreets were empty, but soon the nolse of feet on the pavement
brought people to their windows and 1o our sides,

“Hl, buddy. we are glnd sou To hers! Thank God we're not alons

any more! Good luck, Yank

‘There's n mather crymg her son’s semewhers In the Near East.
T hops someone weicomed him when he arrived.

“Do you know my cousin Jack Smith? He lves In Oshkosh?*
"Come around and have a cup of tew “What's that song you've all
been singlng? Australia never heard of t.° Sing R sgain.”

Wonder why they pulled us off the bost so fast? Didn't I hear
they expected an alr rald? Sure cnough, in the middie of the night
the sound of ack-ack fire woke us up; the alr waa full of searchlight
beams and the flash of the guns. We wers at war.

We rolled our stuff in the early dawn and marched back te
the dock where we boarded a traln such as I've never seen before:
the engine was about the slze of a circus ciephant and the cary were
wooden and divided into compartments, with two daors for every
aection.  The seat-backs were of wood and the seat Itsell was
covered with & cushfon. The cars were nbout half the zlza of eurs
and (heir color was red. 1 sort of felt like 1 was back in the 1580's

One thing that lmpresses ua all fs that all-the rajlway stations
and embankments and switchea are planted with shrubs and flowers
neatly trimmed, which s something we could lsamn,

The derper we get inland the flatter and dryer the country bscomes.
The traln makes good time. Before we knew it we are mt our destina=
tion: it's noontime when we lins up.in front 0( lh! statlon. Ths sun
15 hot and we are persplring under our tin helm

Soms ttlle boys and giris are following us. They ask all kinds
of questions, A little fellaw waiits to carry my gun. I take it off
my shoulder and give it to him.

smiles, but the smile soon wears off az I let go and-he has the
whole welght and hefght of the gun and I can ses by his eyes he's.cured
of wanting to be a grown-up soldler, and I reach over and take the
gun back. ‘Then he smiles mgaln, and I tell him: "It's too heavy for
such a hot dny. Here’s a fiva-cent plece from America.”

Side Glamces

4
il '“% 28

“He's almost impaulbla sinco the Novth African lnvulon

—he kept daying that's where:it:would:be;:and: he's: sorry.

he didn't write his vlews to the nawnptpor o ha‘d qu-llry
‘ ag-an . expert!”
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