{u_nis- Tripoli
lidway Point

Approached

French and American Forces
Advance on Coastal Road

LONDON. — (AP) — United States troops were re-
ted in a Reuters dispatch today to have advanced td

in 40 miles of Gabes, strategic Tunisian port which lies

roximately midway between Axis-held Tripoli and Tunis.

he “dlrection of the
not stated, but delayed field
atches received last night dls-
ed that an American task force

operating on  the
isian front end told of a Te-
. rald on Maknassy, 55 miles
thwest of Gabes and 40 miles
n the coastal road and railway,
vhich 21 Italfans were captured,
here-was no further word con-
ing the situatlon northeast of
ijez-El-Bab, where footholds
ied by the Allles upon a ridge
miies from the town in fight-
Christmas .Eve and Christmas
- were disclosed In an Aliled

communlq\xr vesterday  to have
t

been relinquished.

¢The Assoclated Press  errone-

ern]ously ldentified the forces In this

withdrawal as Amcrican. The Al-
lMed communlque, issued first In
Washingtan and then from Alijed
Headgquarters {n North Africa, said
they were “our umis”  Earlier
dispatches concerning the attack
and holding operations: sajd they
were executed by a famous Britlsh
guard regiment )

French
See UL

troops in  Central
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\ttack Jap Fleet
rom Guadalcanal

Twe. Tnemy Cargo-Ships Sumk

When ’hnerlcan

Planes Strike

WASHINGTON. — (AP} — American aircraft, oper-

ng. from Henderson Field on Guadalcanal,

in the Solo-

ns, strafed and hombed & fleet of enemy cargo ships off

loods Shut
Jar Plants

figh Waters Rage in
itteburgh Area

ITTSBURGH—~(M—8everal war
1t closed, hundreds of homes.
en and strecls were flooded
ralt and motor transpartation
- curtafled in the far - fung
shurgh industrial area todav as
re and streams overflowed their
5,

me foods swept down the Al-
Dy River north of Plttsburah
| moved down the Oblo River
ard Oblo and Wesl Virginia

1 Pltsburgh  proper,  waters
ng six inches an hour flooded
Aylog  streets at the edge of

“golden Trlangle” business sec-
L devastated by big. St
rick’s Doy flood of 1936, Fire-
yand civillan defense workers
sted familles marooned in near-
communities d Cross reliet
mittees evacuated famtlies and
AR setting up mess  fesding
s

he Ohlo River: stage at Pltts-
gh, 324 at noon (EWT), was
“highest for December In 100
t5. A crest of at lesl 36 fret
even nbove lolv flood stage—
- predicted.

DREDE IDLE

Tiallment of operattans th fn-
lal plants near the rivers left
ireds of workera ddie.

Tie newly-constructed Amerlean
dge Co's yard at Leetsdale,
T Plisburgh,

er  water. reached
L, Another big

the  fioor
plant  closing

island and rank two enemy vessels, the Navy

closed when Ohtof?

¢o FLOODS SHUT on page 2

Depart-
*ment reported lodn,\

Simultancously, the Kavv, in its
communique. reported that Army
and Marine troops had killed more
than 150 Japancse with o loss o
only four men killed and one
wounded.

The atlack on the cargo vessels
occurred at Wickham  Anchorage
on the southrast coast of Vangunu
Tdand In the New Georgin group
of the Solomons, approximately
120 miles northwest from Hender-
o Afrfield

DESTROY ENEMY GUNS
The communique feported  also
thet fighting Marines, In on ex-

ehange of arlillery and mortar fire,
destroyed an enemy mortar and &
machine gun position.

The text of the communiqur, Na
233

“Sonth Parific
enst longitude)

“1. On Decomber

"Rh Amms and Martne Corps
troops on Guadaleanal Killed 114
Japanesc in patrol sirmizes wit:
the chemy. asusities dur-
g e encounters were ove
Kitied,

Yt UCS Marknes, fu onn ex-
change of artitlers and mortar fire,
desttoyed an enemy moriar, a ma-
chine ‘gun position and kifled be-

See ATTACK JAT on page 2

tAH dates nre

20th

Mother Ontstrips Son

In Winning Avmy Rank

CHICAGO —iTv~ Secand Licue
tenant Byl R Epperson Jdr. of
Clinton, "Miss, who reecived  his

commission in the Army Iast Juiy,]

came here to viddt s mother and
found that he had ta salute her as
a superior officer, .

The motherls Flist Oftice
Epperson of the WAACS

wan comulisioned  Iast  Julv

promoted the  day  before
Chrlstmas. A frst officer in the
WAACS holds rank equivalent to
that of an Army caplain.

Doris
who

* % %

g next

Victory Tax
Must Come
From Checks
On Friday
Ruling Is Made
Bv Trcasm*y

By FRANCIS J. I\EI\ Y
WASHINGTON, ~—(AP)—
The Treasury, it was learned
authoritatively toddy, has
ruled that the new Victory
Tax must be withheld from
all wages and salaries, paid in
January,:even:though part or
all of the money:was earned
this mnnlh
In other words. man  patd
monthly on the [irst of the month
will find a victory tax nick taken
out of pay cnvelope this Fri-
day, despite the fact that he
worked for the money In Decem-
ber. The same is true of all sal-
aries pald on Friday.
The Treasury ruling was based
on the laugunge of the law which
ays “there shall be levied, col-
Jetted an paid for cach taxable
year beginning after Dec. 31, 1942,
a victory tax of 5 per
victory tax net income
ery individual”

s and salaries recelved LBk
5 ed " IneRiin g

DISFUTE RULING
Two members of the Senate Pl
nance Committee, nctive in  the
drafting of the new tax bill, de-
clared the nuling ran counter to
Congressional fntent.

“IL was the intention of Con-
gress, I know, tn base the tax on
1942 carning said Senater Byrd,
Democrat. Virgia. “I'd be in {a-
vor of claritylng i, and applying
he tax to fucome carned o the
year. Suppost & man  was
pald his Intome on A guarterly
basts, and recetved a quarter’s in-
come next month.

Senator Danaher,
Connecticut, sald  there
"m0 slightest doubt” that
act provides that the victory
fax wlihholding dedurtlon from
salarics should apply 1o In-
came commeneing Jan. 11943

“The  appatent  inconprwity  be-
tween the act and the Treasury's
ruling which calls for o deduce
tion  on  income  recelved, even
though not earned. in Junnary,
mar be justified only on grounds
of expediency.” he satd.

First, the computation for tens
of miliions of woge earners would
create enu mous bookkeeping i
fleaitye
Sreond. | the  witaholding
W part at least. ropy
proximation which

Repubican,

tnx,

e
eraged out over R year's

“ADd agatn, moest wage earners

Sre VICTORY TAX on page 2

centum|

'DOUHY AND' BANGHART EJECTED
Touliy:- (right) “and *Basil -“The :Owl" Bang] hart) two'e
criminals, wore these dejected: expressions ‘aftor theic: cap
house on the (‘hlcago North Side by FBI agents. and- police,
ment {arrow) in which-they were a*lecp behind drawn shades w
set up by the FBI, directed them to surrender.

Two members
agents.

They

of their gang resisted in a nearby apartment and were killed by FBI

23

erri
of thwxmtlon‘s‘mosfdea rate

resin:-an apartment
ottom: . The apart.

- loud. speaker,
cheved without -resistence.

aintain Gasoline

And Fuel Rations

tasterners Gel No Comfort
From Stepped-Up Deliveries

WASIHINGTON

AP —

sumers of fuel oif learned today that the r:

s and con-
ilroads expect to

deliver more gasoline and oil te the Atlantic Seaboard next

month-—but probably they \\(mt ret

The best they can hope  for

i the opluion of omie Di-;

- {rector mes Fo Byines that

tielr present rations wiil be main-
tained.

Byrnes made that anaissle last

nizht after a long conference with

Speculate

Whether

Hitler Has Grown Fat

LONDON ~er il Adolt Hit-
ter's jowly, and whether thes
and thelr owner have grasn fat

" and flabby, stireed conslderable
discussdon’ in_ London  teday
afier mercing” newapapera pub-
Vshed a xerles of pletures pur-
portedly showing the Furhrer
addressing Nazls at {he Munleh
Brer Hall Nov, B,

These pletures shawed Iitter
with fouscled hair, ralber wag-
ging jowls, pouchy eves, a doti-
hle chln and an enlarged mid-

elft, compared wlth  prevlous

Vationwide OWI Survey Shows
oldiers Not Excessive Drinkers -

VABHINGTON —~()—The Office
War Informatlon, whose (nves-
tora traveled more than 12,000
ts,dn a coast-fo-coast survey of
wring conditions- In and around
wy camps, reported today:
There 13 no excessive drinklng
ong - troops, and drinking doca
cotistitute a serlous problem.’
IWI_said 1t undertook the sur-
“10 fivestigate rumors which
e'galned wide currency. and to
vide . the Amcrican .people wih
eat: and . pccurate Information
ut:the millions of men who are
nx l«helr‘ patriotle oty in the

'h- mvuus:wu ooncludcd that:

1. The salo of 3.2 beer in Army
campa 15 a healthy and sensible
arrangement. The fact tiat there
ts vastly less drinking mmong sol-
diers In"thix war than in fhe last—

a faet almost universaily agrocd
to by commanders and civilian
autborities  alike—-may’  stem 40

parl from thin sale of beer in
camps. Ih thelast war enmps
were bone iy, Asch result. beot-
lemgers Hd n (ATIVINE business.

2 o -American Atmy In all
history has been so orderly.

Conceding "hazards and plifails™
in any lnvrxllulxllm\ 0! the liguor
problem, OWI com! ed:

“Flrot, varfous Impm\ﬂulblu

do not dend themsaclves to sta-
tistles.  Second, much of the
testimony  kx necessaTHy  nus-
peets Wishtul thinking and pre-
Judgment have & way of fn
terfering with faciual report-
ing on morat hsues,  Thix s
true of bath -convinced wets and
convinced drys.  They have, in
sandlat langunge, already chas-
en sides, :
“For that reason, any pare
ticular item of evidence may
repreaent the apinion of a pre.
Sudiced witness, or be true for
onty a certaln area where prob-

Gee NATIONWIDE on page 3

pletures. They were released ta
the Landon press by the Minfs.
try of Informaton picture sec-
tion.

The Dadly Mail sald a man
who knew Ritler at first bee
lleved the sesfea wan nat au-
thentic, bul en rleser examina-
tau was convinced it was, and
commented:

“The physiral  degencratlon
resealed here is s marked (hat
the man (x hardly  rocognize
able .

“The fatucss he bas dovel-
aped looks llke the fatncas af
w hrallh, Bot the fatness of
over-catln:

Other new’-p‘lpcrs i thelr
captions alwo suggeaied the ldea
that fatly (lf health was de-
pleted. .

Comment flest was stlrred by
comparlson with anather pic-
ture, recelved by the Assoclated
Presa of Great Beitain through
Sweden, which wan captioned as
a pleture of Hitler taken on the
same orcaston allhaugh not in
the same place in the”Bece itall
or In the xame pas

This lalter plcmre ahowed
no marked difference from pho.
tographs of Hitler taken some
thae ago, but differed sharply
from today'n published pholos.

In additian to the lack
fat'In the Associnted Press of
Great Britaln copy, there alan
weve differences 1n - aniforms,
nechliens and medaln -

&

ngle extra gall

key Government officials and pres
idents of +x major raltroads

While he éited several factors
which provided a basic for hopes
that  deliveries  to  the  eastern
shortage area might be hmproved,
e emphasized that miitary needs
W Africn and Europe were exs
pected to Increase.

“y

rald,” “is ihat

own canclusion,”  he
the

Touhy Gang
Men Quizzed

Look Into Recent
Chicago Robhcries

CHICAGO — i) — FBI agents
who trapped ihe arch criminal
‘Touhy-Banghart mob in the most
claborate net In American crime
history subjected thelr three cap-
tives to detalled questioning today
- an effort to learn if they had
any connection with recent majar
otfenses in Chleago. .
Spencer  Drayton, head of the
Chicaga FBI office, said the agents
who killed two of .the gangsters
and nabbed the threc.most dan-
gerous members . without w  shiot
had spent theremainder of . yes-
terday cleaning:iip:loose ends o
the fopndup and:lacked fhe _time

of Secretary Ickes and Leon'
Henderson st stands  true,
thal nething that we have dia-
cussris offers any hape fob a
hellet that we are goltig fo be
able tb_fherease the supply of
fucl ol and gas above ihe
heectofore  determined
those *two gentlomen. The

mitltary needs make any other

predlction  lgossible,

The economic stabiization dirce-
tor  sald way ol

evers
aukmenting e supply his been
lored.

These studles were carried on at

Sre GAS RATION on page ®

then o nter captlvés.
TREEE IN/EUSTODY

The threw ughiiin custody are
Roger Touli¥::leader of the' mob
thal " terrorized 2 Chicago's
west sl during

norlh-

MOSCOW. —(AP)

ector.
Bnme{mnl dispatches
that Russian tanks and
were pushing on  from
Kovski toward Zimovnlkl,
to the southwest along
line to Tikhoretsk,

These reports sald Koteinlkovski

weported
infantry
Kotelni-
42 miles
the rait

T on the highway ta Asta

The  midday
knawledgod [that ths' ing. had
beendmenbackabmmmtm
lhe middle’ Don, but at; thi
Army had nna:hd Anew: md
mbored the position.
“Four hundred eoemy dead Ind
six disabled tanks  were left
he batileficld” the bulletin ndded
“Qur units cabtured 30 trucks and
large quantities of shells and
mines."*
“BIG POPULATED PLACE"
Of the battle for the newest key
pﬂlnl the communique said” that
unit, smashlng enemy resist-
ance, advanced lnd s fighting .at
big

Strike Again
After Taking

First Major Trophy Bagged
By Soviet Winter Offenslve

v EDDY GILMORE

The Soviet Winter offensive
bagged its first major, trophy, the key :railroad:
Kotelnikovski which the Germans captured four month:
to the day. and even now another Red . Army:colum
tering at the gates of another city in the middle
ridor to Rostov, the Russians said today.

The Soviet midday communique did not name th
est objective but reported that Col. Gen:
Jegions had smashed heavy counter attacka:in the
nard Rostov, after having yielded ground shghtly

the
place.”

(The Army of the ' middle
Don helds Millerovo, about 125
miles north of Rostov, in
tight noose which It has not
yet drawn, Flanking Millerevo,
unlta have thrust down cast
and west of that railread cen-
ler and there was a probabile
ity some columns might have-
neared Kamensk,.40 riics soath
of Milferove, where the Donets
River angles down and cross-
s the rallzoad before flawing
Into the Don River Valley.)

The forces that took Kotelnl-
kovski plunged farther westward

city they speared deep into the
Kalmyek steppe, taking Torgavaya,
about 40 miles sbove Ellsta. the
provisional capital " ang Jashiul

miles duc cast of Elista

HOLD LONG RAIL LINE

The capture of Ketelnlkuvsx] put
the Russlans in possesalon
13 miles of rafl lwtv.een that dw,
which the Germens used as & sup-
ply¥ base, and Stalingrad.

Supplies had flowed from Ko-

Bowil “Tha. Owic Banghart Toutrs
chiel thachine-ginncr and reputed

bealns ofithemob, and Edward
Darlak,:mitderer of & Chicago
policeman;:

They ; were  trapped before dawn
yesterday #ih 2 North Side apart-
ment, . oneiiol: severrl in which
they -hldipttssince shooting and
fighting :thelr - way over the wall

See. TOUHY GANG on page'?

to b Armies

south and southwest of Stalingrad;
and even_to [lorces operating In
the Don River elbow, Huce storea
shipped up  this . Hne

from Rostov. I+ was a tank an
alrplane base for the siege of Stal-
ingrad, and some of these valuable

stores were taken In the capture.
Military authorlties here regard-i
ed the clty’s capture as one of the

Hee REDS ROLL on page 2

Allies Use Swinging Door Drive

By WILLIAM F. BON{
OMEWHERE IN NEW OUINEA,
20.~tDelsyed)—i—Employ-
& swinging door techinlque, Allied
unuml torees swept hard agalnst
Japuieee  entrenchments  on  the
ight In the Buna sector loda:
deiving dorper a wedge Into th
strongly defended enemy  holdings.
Instead of trving to make one
continuous sweep the Allles found
swinging deor a, cach Rimeq
at mn coemy  strong-polnt,
successful.,
The latest such
the northweat end of the- old

more

push based at

Buna atr strlp swing the maim
Allied Hne tn a rough 80 degre aic,

llrmnng with the line -faclig the
soa=nd thus penning the Japanese
I a alim coastal stretch.

A3 with “each previous swing)the
Alliea halted - today to clean 'out
v pockets still reslsting.
tme it was m band of Japs hold-
ing out I one of the bays at the
end_of the old atr strip.

Locating such an ‘snemy s
long end tedlons process. . The
Japanese  Bro 50 concealed

they seemingly arén‘t there.
Typical of their determination 'l
an [nstance n.another ssctor .

which Amcrlcan ‘traopa; which ‘eap-

To Sweep On Japs In Buna Sector ‘

tured the wrea foind one “Jap
operaling  eight machine-guns by
means of strings and wires rigged
In n series,

he spparent delay tn weeal-
|n. this last portien of the olt
alr wirip from onemy hands o
explaincd by the Lypo of. booty
token. . K Includes : twa : three
tuch :naval: guns, . ene’: 37" gtk
meter . cannen, . tws: 137 mifl-
moter _ anl-alrerafl guns,  ive
h-.vy and: thros: lght mhm

Repom am lh'yh?': the in
Sea HWINGING-DGO)




