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Of Destin o
New Congress Bears People’s
Edict To Halt Pressure Blocs

‘There have been blacker days in our
history when & war Congress of the
United States took up Its burden: the
nation has seemed nearer defeat, closer
bo ‘the brink of disaster at home, But
R & our oplnion that the 78th Congress
will hear destiny calllng more loudly
hian it ever called before. This Con-
gresswas born In war, of the libor
saing ‘of power politics, and its life will

spent In the same grim fashion.

. It will take its place with the ground-
Uik for wartime living already lald, but
Wil wilk in the perll that all may be
mdone. The fight against inflation for
nsiance, 15 not won. Pressure bloca
ike that which knifed Leon Henderson
vill  haunt this Congress from the be-
pinning. Labor groups, Farm groups,
ake-economy groups will lead the op-
»osition to sanity. And because the con-
inuing fight was indicated in Novem-
ser, the people filled tn Congress with
he strongest men they knew.

Now, in tne zero hour of the new
Jongress, pleas for unity-on Capltol Hill
ire heard. It is as if the Administration
aced & challenge tn its military prosecu-
don of the war, That is not the danger,
ind there should be no attempt to bridls
his Congress. It was elected as courage-
yas and sane, for the fight shead which

rises lke a tldal wave of soclal revo-.
ul

Iis strength will not be turned against

the progress of the war, but will be used
$5 speed it up~and the vital task it will
attempt to perform is the halting of the
glmme groups. This, the time of reaction,
iz the golden opportunity for the rep-
resentatives of an naroused electorate
to begin saying no In Whashington. Now
the Labor swing of the New Deal may
be : halted,
“iThe responsibility of Republican power
dn ‘Congress (209 of 435 the House and 38
of ‘98 in the Senate) s to give the
President all he asks for war, but to
bring his partial patronage of Labor
to an end. New members will go to
Washington for blood. They were weary
of loose liberalism long before the recent
spettacies of Henderson's demise and the
Republic Steel strike shouted that the
Farm lobby on one hand end Labor
¢n the other were still busy pulling
chestnuts out of the great conflagra-
tion,

‘And "the spirit of this Congress will
not be Republican or reactionary, be-
chuse it represents no such forces. It
goes to Washington not because the
pecpls wanted more of Harding-Hoover,
bt because they would have no more of
government by minofity pressure. If it
does not set for itself an Independent
gourse in war and peace, freec from lob-
Bylsm; it will have utterly failed the peo-
ple: of the United Btates.

Man’s Duc

“Keely Grice Stuck to
~ His Postruastering

The spotlight at the U. &. Post Office
ceramonles Thursday will shine, and
propeérly, on George E. Wihson Jr. when
that estimable Charlottean 1s installed

the long-sought postmaster. Mr. Wil-
son's appointment was quite mgrecably
tecelved, both because he is well liked
‘anid because he had stood highest in the
jvil Bervice examination. But a word
dedverves to be sald about the acting for
‘néarly two years) postmaster whom he
Teplaces, . .
Keely. Grice, known as a henchman of
¢ now-dissolved Fost Office Crowd,
‘went in under a great cloud. Charac-
! tically taking his obligation wilh
“seriousness, he eschewed not only
{ied but politiclans too, golng to such
s5.a8 crossing the street to-keep
encountering one. And so great is
‘eonfidence in his simple, unadorned
[ that a)l the proof we would require
13 is his own
does one encounter 4 more com-

£00d°n postmaster he has been '

Ivé no way of knowing. The custom
ditorial writers 1s Lo say, of a pubile
Al they may like, that nobody

| eartit'has he done? But of this
tlve: that he gave his whole
e job and hothing extran-

first one was as a sort of ambiguous
police chief during Mayor Douglas’ ad-
ministration, and we happen to know
that he gave it his best. Probably he
would have got somewhere except for
the two Insuperable conditions of a di-
vided City Council and a dissenting
police department which bogged him
down, HIs second assignment was as
acting postmaster, and here too he has
acquitted himself honorably and with
credit,

Traitors

Firms Defrauding Government
Should Pay Heaviest Price

‘The case of the United States against
Anaconda Wire and Cable Company,
charging fraud and the foisting of de-
fective equipment upon the armed forces
over a perlod of six years shocked the
nation; but it needn't have, The office
of the Attorney General has

Picking Qur Leaders

that over 800 firms are being investigated
on similar charges, that fifteen firms
willtully dellvered such goods, that two
more have already been Indicted.

For manths, Army officers had for-
bidden Anaconda equipment to ba
shipped abroad, and limited it to ma-

_neuvers; Russians had protested that it

was 50 per cent defective, To the extent
of $6,000000 in contracts, that -equip-
ment endangered .the lives of United
Natlons fighting men all over the world.
But, 0 far, the only action taken has
been a clvil sult asking return of the
milllons to the Government.

It seems to us that such calculated
fraud in time of war amounts to slmple
treason, that the laws covering such
cases set up a false differential be-
tween fraud and.traitor, and that pun-
fshment prescribed ($10,000 fine, iwo
years' Imprisonment} 15 ridiculously
light. We hope that the suggestion of
Rep. Hobbs of Alabama —- that death
or life imprisonment be the reward
of such crimes—will be adopted into law.

Attorney General Francis Biddle's dec-
laration that Anaconda was engaged In
“the most reprehensible case of defraud-
ing the Government and endangering
the lives of American saliors and sol-
dlers ever to come to the attention of
the Department of Justice” calls for
action.

Officials of the company and those of
all others found guilty of lke crimes
against the nation should be served with
sudden and stern justice. These are
saboteurs who did not come by sub-
marine,

Flot Cash

Public Response to Victory
Fund Drive a Major Triumph

The part that big money plays in
winning the war, like General Somer-
vell's theory on the War of Gadgets, it
right down the American alley. This
week, the people of the United States
may look upon themselves in amazement
as .the money-ralsingest nation in the
planet’s history. The first Victory Fund
Drive, in {tself the largest financial deal
ever wangled, 15 over the top and still
climbing.

11 the fat linked zeros of billlons seem-
remote from battle, and leave the little

bond-buyer cold, he can.remember that

without the bililons there are no bullets,
no battles; without his small contribu-
tlon there can be. no sky-high total.
Through Dec. 21 the nine-billlonvdriva
had already netted well over eleven bil-

llon, mid the Treasury hopes for twelve

by the end of the month,

And that's not just that. The result is
that the first difficult phase of major
financing 1s past, that five such drives
every year will pay ihe costs of war
and reduce the national deflcit to a fig-
ure almost within reason, The revenue
net of 42 is expected to produce 26
bililons of Federal income, and next
year JSihrough the addition of a with-
holding or sales tax) Sccretary Morgen-
thau will alm for 30 bllilon,

Thus the respons¢ in one month by
the people and institutions of the coun-
try helped solve a major problem. It
is by no means done yel: costs may In-
crease, new quolas may be harder and
harder Lo meet, the tact that the first
Victory Fund was subscribed about 50-
56,by banking and non-banking investors
keeps alive a potential threat of Infla-
tion, -

But the first blg job is done, 'and 1t
marks a point in the progress of the
.war as plainly as if our troops, say, had
blasted the Axis out of Tunisia. It was
« blitz victory at home, -

»”

They’ll All Be Imperfect

By Samuel Grafton

‘NEW YORK
ND probably the only way we can keep the Ad-
ministration from picking the wrong leaders for
the occupled countries Is to deny utterly that it has
any right to pick leaders at all. Mayba what we
have 5 the right to’ recopnize councils for each
country, counclls representing every major shade of
opinfon’ in the natlon Involved, and not the right
to tar one man gently on the head with tha State
Department seal and muke him officlal.

Xt we go In for the council ldea, which would
tnvolve, nay, selting up a council of do Gaullist
s well as Darlanist elements In Nerth Afrlea,
we glve up the tlght to pick he very best man,
and to put him in absolute charge. Bul we also
glvo up the right to plck the very worst man,
which Is the right wo have mostly used, It may
be, Judging from recenl events, that ihis right
to plck and choose among natlonal leaders in
{ao dangerous for any mation to have In regard
1o any other natfon, even too dangerous for us
1o have in regard to the occupled natlons,

Don't we promote disunity by plcking and choos-
g individual lenders for the occupicd countries,
as 1f we were plcking confections from & tray? Our
last adventure among the French pstry was not
50 healthy.

Maybe we have averwelghed the Importance of
our own predilections. Somehody in the Adminias
tratlon must be very fond of Otte of Austria, (I
have lunched with him, and 1 ilke him, too; he
is one of those candid civllized people, with whom
you can talk, without barrlers, if you know whnt
I meam, He has stirred somicbody's predilection
in Washington, and thal has made him head of
the recrulting cemmitice for the Austrian unit ot
the U. S. Army, lendlng & heavy monarchist over-
tone to the whole business. And maybe hobody
aught to have the power to act on such a predl-
Jection, Predllections are not important. Whatever
will work {8 Important.

And It might have been a safeguard, if we
had followed the rule of establlsbing councils,
and had sald to all prominent Austrians in
Amerlea: “You men get together In n room and
work out an agreement on how 1o fight to-

World 3Milestone

gether, and bring §t In, and we will recognize
the whole lot of you, and the leader you pick
sourselves. But Jf you leave one {mportant,
particularly ono popular group out, down with
you; we won't even give you parking space In
our’ ante-ohambers.”

It would be much beiter, of course, It we had
the guta and the clarity to select the nbsolutely
best and most thoroughly certified democratic lead-
ers. Bub this is a war full of spol military situa-
tlons, hasty deciplons on the field of batile, intense
and intricate political struggle among the natfonals
of each distressed country, equally intense and
intrieate struggle among our own diplomats, each

ot whom is pushing his own ideological peanut down -

some road of his own, with a nose of his own.
The rule of establishing councls would take
away our right to put a de Gaulle in absolute
charge, but it would nlso take away the right of
a man Hke Dnarian was fo creep iInto something
Hike absolute charge, too, The council idea would
be an officlal rdmission that we are not perfect,
a dlscovery which has profoundly depressed many
Americans, from Wendell Willkie to Pearl Buck,

So far, we have muddied gorgeously. We
declare our right 1o pick and chooss leaders,
when we glve the tap on the head to Otto.
Then we assert, in the Darlan case, that we
have no such right, that we have to wark
with all factions. On the basis of that moble
declaratlon, we then proceed to work, in North
Africa, wlth ono faction. Thus the declared
poticy of recogniting all shades of polltical
opinion ends up, in North , with Darlan
as high commissioner. ilis death only brought
the muddle to n muddled end.

In a couple of years of such an armistice, the
men and women fnvelved might learn more about
living Logether than they possibly can from a couple
of ycars of beating each other upon the head.
The councli idea Is not perfect, but neither i3 the
political truce In England, nor the agreement mot
to strike in America. and in war you don't hold
ot for what you want, you do what wins. You
use the best fmperfect plan you can flnd for an
tmpertect situation,

Crisis Of Christianity

By Dorothy Thompson -

WASHINGTON
FPHAT there §s & crisis in the Christian Church and
in the Christian faith {5 undeniable, The World
War that rages over the entire globe had its origins
in Christendom, In the West, where for centurtes two
Srreconetlnble spirits have lald clalm to Man: thag of
Force, and’ that of Christtanlty,
‘The contradition hay glven our soclely its
curious achizophrenic quallly, For the

phenomenn themselves. Organized Christlanity re-
ghrded both with dismay, but counselled no mposing
outside intervention, through the nations:where ft
was sthl powerful, in the case of ‘Germaniy, though
the Catholic Church suppoited World<wide: political
actlon against Communlsmi Y
Yet the baslc: alms of Comminism, {4 achleve
an .economlically egalltarian and:jist:hsclety, ara
more with the Christian 1den than are

of the West Is tho Incorporaiion of Force; Force I3
the gencrator and instrument of {{s most powerful
dynamism—nationallsm. Naked or veiled, Force Iy
hehind capitalism and imperialism. Open and
unashamed, Force antmates the contrary dynamic
of Communism. R
Yet ult are in contradictton to the falth and the- .
ology which, for two thousand years, has heen pro-
fessed by the men of the West. He whose birthday
we celebrate with threlled trees and an exchange 6
Rifts preached the Unity of all Mankind fn God—a
cancept 1 with

4%

the alms of Naslsm, ms is the'uhiverssllam of
Communism more compatible: thati = the total
natlonalism of the Hitler concépt.::The Commun-
ist_movemcnt Is full of frustrated:Christlans as
well as frustrated Jews, whe have falled In ha

montalng _their religlous 1deale |’¢l|‘|‘ the realities

dominance of
(he- materialistic: does;: 1 prattice, capltatiam.

“The crists of Christianity arises out of faflure to
make the religious ideal the malfiipring of personal,
and &0 s

e taught a nioral faw above al} nattons and all men,
a law governing the behavior of men Amongst themes
sclves both as individuals and as groups.

‘The Church He founded was a human soclety.
‘The Lord's Prayer I5 a prayer for this carth, Th
Christlan life, a5 He taught and practiced it, Is con-
cerned with the relatlons between Man and God,
Man and Man, and Man and Men, The mundane
principles are co-operative. benevolent, mutual, and
ail-Inclustve, They are incompatible with the prin-
ciple of proflt as the exclusive generating motive in
cconomic fife. They are incompatible with the cone
cept of class WAr as the Iustrument of n beter soclety,
They reach complele personal respanstollity and weli-
accounting, together with coclsl responsibility, the
accounting of cach for the whole, '

1t 15 aurcly of (he most profound signlticance to
the crialy of Chriatlanity that in eur own generation
the Governments of two grent “Christian®, nations
have seceded from Ciyisttanity: The German and
the Russlan, Rusais 15 offietally an athelss natlon.
Germany 5 atlempting something more subtle: the
perverslon of the Clrch to the alms of the Secular
Power. 'The Church fecbly survives in Russia as &R
ml;':au ;n Gcm;umly the swastléa ts hung above the
altar and & cynical attempt t5 m -
the swmatike wilh the Grops, =+ [nde to co-ordinate
The reaction of the Christlan Chure
world to both phenomena s as rcvcnll;’; - 'Jl:

1ite: not
A powerful ferment in human:soclety, The church
is a conservatlvo influence,:in:the scnse that
servatlsm supports a statusiquoi. It is not even con-
servative in the sense-ihat:it ‘mctively operates to
conserve mankind from the chaoca resuling from
predatory nationalism, predatory tapitalism, and pred-
atory laborlam, creating a stablo community based
upon a living ethos. -

Yet the whele of ‘bur civiilzatlon is slck for &
Hving ethos. Its experiments and adjustments
tall for the Iack of mn inicyrating faith. Given
a living faith and an integrating ethos even faulty
measuren would aave us, They wil always be
faulty, for Man 1 of fallible mind, and there n
much evil tn him. But a soclety that, in the
main currents of ita life has no strang Imper:
tives of good and evil, whose senee of ain Is largely
confined ta mexuni mores, and in which no vital
faith burns brightly throughout alt lis parls,
cannot belng order out of chaes wilh even the
_most brifliant formulas,

The Christian.{dea, ltka Mary with hor unborn
Chiid, Is homelesa In the modern world. It will find
ila new home, and bulld its appropriate institutions,
if Democracy, to which 1t gave birth, s not to perlsh.
But those inatitutions cannot be confined t5 cath

ral
nternational.

A -
drals. - They must bs economic, political, social, and

Ei

“substance of truth blown up into

con~,
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(HAYSTMAS  has come and ‘yone, ~And  thix is:the day after,
S of :ushavS- pleasanit - memories, - freshi: and grecr;: of. 3
g t of Christmas’dldn't strike me: untl’
faced urchin.brought:it:to nie: He
mads the season:: Genuine, not so much in the words he liaped;

1 and
but by the. bright sthile that Hghted up his face"atithe mention. ‘u{ .
ta - Claus. -

1 was Jeaving ihe restaumant dcross the:sifeet:from ;. City.
Follce Station when I noticed the chap, he:was prebably: thres
years old, garing at a pleture that hung low en the front of tls
fountain, He wore a pair of dirty everalis and ene of the
of his was rolled up. siooped e bring my
with his and te see what was attracting his sitengion. A
soiled d announced in all .the falih
His eyes brightened, a smils’

Seep,” he sdded, I
the picture showing the Merry Old Gent in the modern mill
conv ' .

“Yes, that is Santa Claus, all right” I replied, He was 30 suré
of himself and displayed such confidence in mythical character
of good cheer that I felt fortified ta press him for more .informae
tion. “And what is Santa Claus going to bring you?" I msked.

In all the majesty of three years and the cocksureness of one who
has been around, he drew \himself up and boldly -,
scooter.” And I
hesitation, “A holster and some candy and some nuts.

Teft him with an upsarge of the Christmas spirit thai had
not touched me before, The crowds of shoppers on the sireets,
the preparations for the season within my own household had
not made a dent on me, but that- ki@ with his earnest and sin-
cere falth had touched off the spark that made me glad it was
Christmas. And for the remalning days his innocent faee and
dancing eyes and his uiterly usalierable betief flashed before me
time and time again. That made Christmas real and I was glad
I had stopped fo chat with him.

Falth and confidence like his will lead us to ultimata' victory and
to the day when the dark cloud will be forever removed from the
lives of innocent chitdren and “peace on earth” shall be as real a3
that youngster's faith in Santa Claus,

. 8. Future

The Last Mile

By Raymond Clapper

v ¥ WASHINGTON
READER sends in from Uvalde, Texas—no it wasn't Mr. Garner—a
quotation from something I wrole durlng Christmaa week last year,

‘The guotation was as follows: .

eace has been the dream of the ages, but only & dream. Fer

two thousand years the SBtar has been shining znd nothing has come
of 1t. Or has something come of 1t? 1 wonder, . ., Why should
we give In? Why should we give in now when we may be pt
up the long last mlle toward the {op of the hill?

“Trae, people have been climbing for centuries and they are tired,
but we are a long way up the hill now, It is worth while to press the
Journey still a little farther.”

Those words af last year reached me on # day when I was leaning
on the pessimlstic side, Sometimes lately I have been wondering whether
we were golng to make that last miie. And Il tell you why I am just &
lstle down sbaut it. The state of mind af people toward the Admin~
istration which is their Government Ia not a happy ohe today. We might
as well face It. The relation of the people to the Administration i
clouded by so much doubt and susplcion now that unfortunate conse~
quences could result. .

We raw ihe tragedy happen to Wiison and Hoover, In each
case the country wenl through a period of violent stress while Ita
falth was finding new foundations. In the case of Wilsen the
country was shaken from the Idea of collcctive security back Into
the Idea of safely through Isolation. In the case of Heover, the
counlry was shaken from Its confidence that business prospesity
would keep two chickens in every pot and it turned to the idea that
Mr. Roosevell would have the Government maintaln an ever-normal
two-chicken pol, for one and all. :

This Administration and all of its friends may well take stock now,
befors it I8 too late, 1f indeed it is not too late already. It would ba
a tragedy !f the nation had ta finlsh this war and begin shaping the’
peace under an Adminlstration tn which a majority of the peeple had
already lost confidence as in the case of Wilson.

Bome of the critlcism of the conduct of the war s overdrawn, &
grotesque proportions, To a con
ciderable extent that wlll right itself in time. But beyond that people
are affected by this war in & strangs way. It 15 an offshore war and
80 much is secret that its magnitude ls difficult to gresp., So it reaches
out like an unseen hand to clutch people by the throat, with rationing,
with goods disappearing completely, with sons and husbands disappear-
ing Into the unknown where they may be either slive or dead. The
psychologleal stralns of such a war are heavy and lead to bitterness
agninst those regarded as the Ruthors of these clrcumstances

Prestdent Roosevelt and his whole Adminisiration need {o work
on lhis and work hard. There has been nothing mere jmperant
in our generalion than that Amerfca make thls victory stick. We
can't afford to have the chances wrecked by an Internal upheaval
that would wash everslhing down (he drain again, ‘

Mr. Roosevelt missed one bet (n not making better use of Wendell
Willkie. He must, for the sake of ends that are bigger than he or his
Admlnlstration, leave nothing undone to deserve and hold the confi=
dence of A majority of the country sa thal the task that destiny has
lodged In his care can be carried forward,

Side Glances
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“What's the chances of getting him a decoration?
He just licked the tar out of a German polica”

dog twico his aize!"

Raise By Atlopti-on

Loulsyville Cotirler-Yaurnal i
\VHEN the poot Eugena Fleid wrote & dally column’for the Olilcag
Daily Newa, he decided he was worth mors money than ' he
getting end jasked the publiaher-for & raise. - The: pubtiahisr - saidno;
‘The desporafe Fiold finatly hit on an iden. . Ha. ghthered .up a y
pt the moat ragged urching he could find “on: Chicago's  atrests : aNt
marghed them Into the publisher'a office, afier coaching them 1o
ldren, .. Thers TField .made . a . pAthetis - plon - about - the
possibility .of ;feeding.. a0 - many - mouths :and : cloth| 4
The publisher solemnly : heard: Mald :out, then: gave: him

an 3
came back, “What else?” Came thg reply, without,
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