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in Of

lean Darlan

Put To

Death

Sentence Court Martial Quickly
Carried Out in North Africa

LONDON. — (AP) — Reuters reported from Algiers
t a firing squad put to death this morning the 22-year-old
assin of Admiral Jean Darlan, quickly carrying out the
tence of a court martial for the Christmas eve slaying.

The assassin previously had been scheduled to face the

ng squad at dawn.

sither the name nor the mo-
of the assassin es yet had
1 divulged. He was described,
ever, as of French nationality
1 BN lmlun mother stilt Jiv-
in Its

olce powm in French North
ca " were taken over yesterday
General Henr! Honore Giraud.

nch military commnnder now | €}

rded a5 one of the possible
cssora to Darlans  political
lenhlp in the colonial emplre,
he consequences of this violent
oval of Darlan, whose assump-
of African colonfal leadership
ight bitter protests from ai-

vided French factions and other
quarters, sthl were unclear. It
appeared, however, that the way
now, was open for greater unity
among the French fighting beside
the Allles.
UNITY URGED
General  Jean Marie Bergeret,
ose masoctate of the dead ar
miral, urged alj Frenchmen to unite
“for the only fight that counts—
the liberation of France.
French justice moved “almost

Instantly to punish the assas-

Beo ASSASSIN on page 6

e Gaulle Still
vilent On Darlan

However, General May Declave
Himself for Unity If Giraud Named

LONDON. ~ {AP) — Geperal Charles de Gaulle may

mally declare himself for

unity among all pro-Allied

ench elements if General Henri Giraud iz appointed suc-
sor to Admiral Jean Darlan as head of French North

rica, persons familiar with

last 24
ap Planes

J. 8. Airmen Strike
n Solomons Area

VASHINGTON —if— American
nen in the Solomons ushered
the Yuletide by blasiing 2¢ Jap-
so plancs at Munda, knocking
alrerAft batteries there and
nding  barges  attempting  to
d relnforcements and suppliea.
Wo relis were carvied out on
day before Christmas, the
7y zatd In n communique yes-
fa¥, by planes operating from
adaleanal, 170 miles from the
r Jap alrbase at Munda on New
orgla Teland.
ourteen enemy planes were shot
m and ten destroyed on the
und In the first raid, without
nege to our own planes. “Weak”
l-nfreraft fire wmet the Amerl-
3 but was quickly silenced by
fing, the Navy sald,
n & return trip, the Amerlcans
abed the barges and the alr-
¢, the latter from “low altitude
the sbsence of any enemy Te-

the Fighting French leader’s

‘pohclm said last night.

De’ Goaulle, one of those who
disapproved most strongly the ar-
rangement by which the assassina-
ted French Admiral took aver
African  colonial leadership, re-
mained sllent on Darlans elaying
and on the possible developments
his death may bring In pro-Allied
French clrclea.

OBSTACLE CLEARED ~

I Bern, dispatches sald, rome
Frenchmen saw Darlan's death as
clearing away a principal obatacle
In the path of De Gaulles fol-
lowers, They said, however, that
much apparently depended on the
tdentity and motives of the Rssas-
sin, end that it was pdssible the
act might even widen the diviston
among French elements.

In one brondeast the Germans
attrlbuted e assassinntion to the
British, and Paul Schmidt, hea
of the forelgn press scetlon of the
Qerman Foreign Office, was quo-
ted by the Vichy radlo’ s saying:

- *When twe Allies such as

Amerlca snd Britain can oniy

wetile thelr political  alffer-

ences by murder we cannot but
rejolee.”

At Dakar in French West Afrl-

ea, given over bloodlessly to the
Allics through Darlan'a Influence,
news of the assassination  apd-
dened many  supporters of the
French Admlral who had warmly
welcomed him on n visit mcrc
several weeks ago.

Hea
Is Struck

Inside of -
Stalingyad

Large Factory
Ocecupied

By EDDY GILMORE

MOSCOW. — (AP) — Rus-
sian columns  pressed their
many-sided drive in the mid-
dle relentlessly
ahead todayiatithe heels of
retreating’ Nazi legions.and
struck a smishing blow with-
in Stalingrad itself where one
of the largest factories was
occupied after 500 Germans
were killed, the Soviet mid-
day communique said.

Two preceding communiques, one
a special war bulletin and the
other a regular statement on the
Soviet war posltton, told of ad-
vances near Kotelnikovskl, south-
west of Stalingrad, and in the
Gaucasus ,near Nalchlk, and  de-
tailed s lengthy summation of
German war equipment which had
been destroyed of had fallen into
Russtan hands.

Red Army troops in the middle
Don erea have captured 49 settle-

ments and rallway stations,
well s dosens of populated points,
and the offensive wes pushed in-
to the Ukralne at two different
locatlons, 1t was reported.
REACH VILLAGE R

The firt drive was mul}nrsl
of Kontemirovka, the ralva

tlon on the Rostov-Moscow
which was recaptured Dec, 10. The
Intest dispatches put the advance
guards in that aren at the Ukrain.
lan_viilage of Markovka.

The second was southwest of
Millerovo where the Russlans ap-
peared to be moving on thio Mil-
leravo-Voroshilovgrad rafiway. The
first drive could bs headed toward
Kharkov and the second possibly
might advance toward Donbas. the
conl-rich lowgr Donets River Vol
ley.

The mid-day war bulletin
told of the occupation of an-
other village i) the Miiterovo-
Kantomirovka section  during
last night'n fighting with about
a battalion of 8§60 Axia troops
wiped out In the engagement.

“In another sector, & Soviet de-
tachment  penetrated behind re-
treating German columns and took
560 prisoners” it added. “They
captured fourleen guns. 35 ma-
chine-guns and carts with military
suppltes ™

‘The Russian drive In

Sec REDS STRIKE on page

this area

Secks Name of Lonely
Draftee Whom She Kissed
HARTFORD, Conn.—i#—If Mrs
Albert Yost of West Hartford can
the of the soldier

‘|who asked her to kisa him good-

bye, the young man will be getting
plenty m mall as long as he is in
the Arr

Tno Mneldent happened earlier
this week at the Hartford depot
when n group of 100 new draftees
was boarding a train,
- Mrs. Yost was on band to bid
farewell 10 her son, Howard, when
the unidentified youth atepped up
and sald:

“Will you please kisa mo good-
bye? You see, I have no mother.”

Mrs. Yost compiird and the youth

ance” The Navy
4 four of the barges succeeded
landing. ‘

destruction of the 24 planes
ught Jap losses at Munda to
or more planes n a series of
45 over fourteen days, agalnst
known loss of two American
o,

5 Cor
Joseph Morlon Tl 1 & diapatch
from Dakar that Vice-Admiral
Willlam  @lnssford, head of the
special U, 8. Army-Naval mission
now in Dakar to develop its fa~
eflities for Allted use, called upon
Governor-General  Plerre  Botsson,

disappearcd before she could ask
his name.

“If anyone at the statlon saw
thin boy and could glve me his
name, 1 would be grateful, ms I
Intend to write to him," she gald

Bee DE GAULLE on page 6

today. "Many of my friends nre
anxtous to correspond whth him
also.”

their biggest Christmas wi

ficers were killed.

e
CHILDREN'S CHRISTMAS ‘WISHES FULFXLLED—Fwe-ywr—old Bruce Mc—
Candless Jr. (left) listens while his sister, Susan, three, tells Santa Claus that
—to see their daddy again—has been fulfilled. The
father, Commander Bruce McCandlgss, holding Bruge Jr.,
their home at Long Beach, Calif,, after receiving  the Cong'reﬂslonal Medal of
Honor for heroism while zerving .as execuiive officer aboard the
San Francisco in ‘the recent Solomon Islands battle. Commander McCandless took
charge of the “cruiser after Admiral Daniel J. Callaghan and other superior of-

=

returned recently to

S." eruiser

Capital

been reported.
The Aiglers radio is controlled
hy the Amerlean occupation su-
thorities and s used by them .at
tmes for transmisston of offfclal
messages).
AXIS REPORTS
German and Itallan bmadu:u
gave no hint of such an impo:
tant Allled advance mor reporwd
any large-scale enzasemcnts in the
swamped Tunisian area. The
s sald merely that they hnd
cap{umd "stmnzly M-
tions,
Conum'\lng Hs lﬂtnﬁeil par,
salt of Marslml : Ervia - Bem-
mel's clusive Africa Corps acroea

Guinea Japs

Pushed Back

Aussies and Americans
Closing In

MELBOURNE. Australla— i) —A
mixed force of Australians and
Americans was rapldly closing in
today on two sides of Japanese
fortifications In the Buna Mitslon
aren ot New

Australlan dlsp:\tthr! from the
tront sald the Australinn-Amerfcan
force has now constructed a bridge
across Senemi Creek. after secur-
ing their hold on the new fiylng
strip, and hed knocked out some
of the forward Japanese positions
slong the old flving strip across
the creck.

CLEAN UP FILLBOXES

This mixed foree, rlearing
dapanese from (helr forwurd de-
fense positions, had to ciean up
big pillboxes, mortar emplacements
and machine gun nes

American engineers, less than 30
minutes after the crossing of the
creck, were laving stout planks to
bring ahrad light General Stuart
tanks after nine big Japanese
piliboxes  guarding the approach
to the bridge site had been de-
stroyed, Rnd after a tenth, which
put up longer Tesistance. had been
nearly surrounded and its evacua-
tor forced,

Meantlme, the Australian War
Cablnet debated an important step
to make more Australlan militia
avaflable for use outslde ‘Austral-
fan_ terrltory.

Following an interatate parley of
the Labor Party, the Cabinet was
expected to approve a proposal of
Prime Minister John Curtin to ex-
tend the use of militia troops to
the néw fighting areas in the
South Paclic.

o expected change In the pres-
ent law follows Curtin's warning
to Parllament Dec. 10, that the
armed forces must be ready and
able to eect the Japancse from
thelr island bases at ‘Timor, north-
west of the fmportant north Aus-
trallan clty of Port Darw

the

Jaution: Don’t Give Information
\bout Our Military Unils Abroad

.On -baltle frontn every
ay. men siak  (helr dlves to
Isosver  the locatton  and

trengih of (he milllary units
! the cnomy. Yol at home,
a0 .mapy of ws are prosonting
he snemy with (information of
ho''tame | mitllary S valus, the
Mthoe ot (‘@mrnhlp 3ays In A

'n)h 18 the’ !nformn“on whlch

Do not teli the names of
abips upon which eailors serve.

Do not tell the treop units
tn which anldiery serve overseas,

Thero s nw objoction - to
vevealing that Pvi. John Jonca
Is In Auvatralia 6 that Seaman
Tam Brown saw acllon In the
Atlantle, -bul thero Is military

and
ohod net o ol thin prvitinyy

which
%, and tho lved of Amorican fight-

Ing men (n stating th-t PVL
, “Compa
5 in Au.!lrllla,

man  Tom
“aboard the U8, wmomln,"
is_In the Atlantic.
The Offlos Cennorship
: “Wo ask edltors nok to
Publish thess  iroap Mdontitioar
tions, snd wo ask parenta and
rolatives not a roveal (hven.
Don't glve tho cnemy anything
that may Jengihea. the warl

Tjthur, Earller the same award was

Another American

General Wounded

ALLIED HEADQUARTERS IN
AUSTRALIA—~(P—A-3cond Amer-
ican general wounded In the fight-
Ing near Buma In New Guinea,
Brig~Gen. Olovis E. Byers of Co-
lumbus, Ohlo, has been awarded
the Distinguished Service Cross for
extraordinary herotsm in actlon,

eneral Byers was docornled sis
terdny by Genezal Douglas MacAr-

given Brig-Gon. Albert W. Wal-
dren, Rochester, N. Y., alzo wound-

1h action near Buga. A third
general, Brig.-@en. Henford Mac-
Nider, ' Mason  City, lowa, wes

WASHINGTON.

Christmas day, scoring direct

Communique No. 230 said:
“South Paclfic: (Al dates
East longitude),

“l. On Dee. 25, &
Army ‘Flving Fortrrases' from the
airfield  at  Guadalcanat  bombed
enemy shipping in the harbor of
Rabaul on the island of New Brit-
aln. Three direct hits were scored

are

fight of

on a large (ransport <or cargo
ship and several near-hits fell
close ta hree small carge ships,

A foree of encmy fighters took oft
but did not attack our bombers.”
LONG TRIP

spokesmen sald that . the
1120-mile round trip flown by the
Fortresses was apparently the long-
est rald yet made from Guadalca-
nal.

Heretofore,  Gunadalcanal  Dblows
have been directed at enemy bases
In the central or nerthern Solo-
mons, 170 to 300 miles from Hen-
derson Pield

The attack on Rabaul, theréfore,
possibly signalizes the beglnning of
a new st erfal warfare in
the Solomons, rmploying the force
at Guadnlcanal, pius
clsewhere which use that field as
n refucling point, carrying the war
deeply inta Japancso terrltory,
Rabaul is the cnemy’s most pow-
erful Pneiflc base south of Truk
Island and prrv“mnbl\ Is the key
ta the defense n the South
Seas. Hereiofore, 1t has been rald
cd only by bombers from General
Douglas MacArthur's command.

— (AP
today that Flying Fortresses from Guadalcanal airfield in
the Solomons had attacked enemy shipping at the powerful
Japanese base at Rabaul, 560 miles to the northwest, on

Jap Shipping At
Rabaul Attacked

American Flying Fortresses Strike
Far From Guadalcanal Field

— The Navy announced

hits on a large transport and

several near-hits on three small cargo vessels.

lanes based |

Report Boy
Kidnaped

Home Christmas Night

ROCK ISLAND, IN.—(—Rock
Island police are investigating the
reported ‘kidnaping of ~Kenneth
Morrison, 1, _who' disappeared
Christmas nightifrom: the home
of his parents Mr.iind Mrs. Melln
E. Mortison. of :RockiIsland, while
they Were visiting i Davenport.

Pollce Chlef  TomSehnert sald 8
search 15 belng ‘made for Miss Edna
Maln, 18, a:maid:at the Morrlson
home, who wasiwih the boy while
the Morrlsons wern: away last eve-
ning and .who:has not been seen

Main former mental
patlent atithe - Dixon, I, State
hospital,;having : been  parcled to
the Morrisong::five months ago,
the chief:sald;

warrantifor the mald's arrest
was ' fssuediafter the kldnaping
charges : wera:filed in police court
against her.< " The complaint was
slgned by . Mra. Morrison.

Libys, the Brithaly
.

hacklng steadily away at Rom-
mel's” rear guard,

Sirte,
E{ Aghiells, whete tho current phnse
of Gen. Sir d L. Montgom-

ery's battle of anmhlhuon began,
was. Christ~

rte has
for barges and launches snd small

vessels.
COULD BE BIG BTUFF

‘To have reached a polnt twelve
milles west of Tunia the

midable cmplacements outside Te‘
roa, twenty mlles from the ca

ital city, to have recaptured tht

hotly-contested point and to haxe

swept on eastward another cight

miles to Djedeids.

Such 5 major break-through _
for Licat.-Gen. Kmnﬂh A, N.
Anderson’s  forcss,
sald, would almoat ccrhlnb
portcnd the immediate capture
of Tunis and (he pld ﬂvv
straction of Axis de-
fending thelr lld loclhald n
Northern Tunisia,

‘The Alglers report thus was view-

Aliled  column might well
swept up from the south to wl
in a dozen mliles of Tunis or.even
that a sizeable American para~
chute force might have been drop-
ped close to the capital.

The most recently Nporbed Alied

Bee ALLIED FORCEB on page §

Sub Built on Great Lakes

Starts Voyage 10 Ocean
GHICAGO — () — The USS
Peto, lirst naval submarine ever
bulit on the reat Lakes. hai be-
gun its long voya
Hendquarters of the Ninth Navai
District announced today that the

feet long and deadly ma s nest of

nols waterway oo her way to
the flect.

Jota

12 Miles O

Details Not Known, hut Signi
cate Tehourba May Have Fallen
* LONDON.—(AP)—British and American  froops
reported today to have thrust to within twelve milesiof!
Axis stronghold of Tunis in what would: represent.
sational development in the muddy Tunisian campsign:
The- Algiers radio which broadcast the repo
official confirmation,- gave no indication:frot:what
tion the Allied forces had struck; whether: from’.th
against the main arc of Axis defenscs before Tu

“beat off enemy attacks” lnd had|:

some 100 miles west: of | RGO~

craft but poor faclliles for larger | &

blg undersen bont, more than ‘369

rattleanakes, had entered the Iilf-]::

Ry
AN ARMY BASE
EANOF 15
layedy—a
aud & bombing,
atfferent istand
When the firat wave of troops
pushing Unfted Stares Army and
R bases closer 1o the Japanese-
ocrupled ™ A‘r-umun came
ashore on this treeless. grassy is-
Taa hortis after the first of Sep-
tember, 1 came with (hem
Thers - was Mterally nothing here
One abandoned  trapper's  ahack
huddied in a cove but, except for

WILLIAM L. WORDEN
SE IN THE AND-

this looks like a

ty
wound@d at the Buna front tn Mo-
vembes

that, there was po 3ign that any
other human had occupled the

Northern Island Really Given
Gamg Over When Army Steps In

seashore, th meadows of belt-high
grass of the fog-shrouded moun-
tatnn,  There were no paths, no

1 nothing  but  tundra
grass and sand.

Today, the hills by which we
set our coulses acroas the country
in September bave suffered one of
two fntes—they either are ctvilized
or gone. Hterally gone, If a hill
sulted the Army, huls were built
on i, guns mounfed on s crest,
tents pliched on its aldes. -1t &
hili was in the Army’'s way,:the
Army moved the hil. Prequently,
it waa simpler than golng around.

Streams which tniterfered  with
military activities: have been turned

around and made to run the other|:

way. {(What will happen . to:the
confused salmon who returns: next
year to the rlver mouth he . re-
members fa not clear, becauss ‘the

mouth in now . couple . of . miles|

away and on another ocean: bay.)
For ten daya In . September,: an
overturned canvas boat being: made
to:do-for quarters, broutht envioua
glances . from _lieutenants ;and eofy
mch alike. It - was:as
ho averago cave bullt: In.
nl(ht and . tonsideral OTY
‘Today, the: officer : whio ‘doss.
sleép tn. A Wlnberhod tent with

' Bea’ 1SLANI o-k
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SANTA CLAU!
THE HOBPX'I‘AL




