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Last Shift

Admiral Darlan Met the End
As He Rejoined the Right

.The end came to Admiral Jean Fran-
cols Darlan, the Vichy Vacillator, in the
amtdst of his last great act of collabora-
ton. His return to the camp of the
Tighteous was llttle more than a month
d when' the assassin’s bullets snuffed
.out his life and dropped the black cur-
tain on as strange a player as the stage
of the twentleth century has scen, The
bald little man of France was the very
#plrit of Hitler's diseased Europe.

- Over the laboring world, the Admiral's
‘@éath will not be greatly mourned. Long
before President Roosevelt branded him
&5 & temporary expedient, a pawn In an
early siage of battle, the nations at
‘war knew his new role for what it was.
was too clearly something out of
his past of pandering, glibly shifting as
bewer shifted. The man’s life had been
thing of bowing and scraping, of boot-
‘lcking. He was not destined to play a
anajor role in the conquest of the world.
But ali the same, & valuable ally lies
dead In Algiers. In his brief moment
85 & tool of the United Nations he had
‘brought a new empire under our arms
<-and caused a British-Amerlcan furore
that raged from Parliament to Congress.
‘Today, the hubbub ceased suddenly. The
little fanatlc hay served his purpose,
given his life, and a phase of our war
is finished. '

There is no knowing, now, whether
he 8ied al the hand of the enemy
or a flercely patriotic Frenchman, but
1t matters little, He had left enemics
indiscriminately, wherever he traveled,
and to the great cause of victory which
dwarfs the lives of milllons of men, his
successer 15 likely to be of more im-
portance than was Darlan hinself.

+It 15 probable that General Henrl Gi-
raud, the old man of miracles, the Boche-
hater, will assume the slaln Admiral's
power and position—and his cholee conld
‘cause only rejolcing in Allled nations,
‘The General has left no puzzling doubts
in: his wake through two wars.

©. The death of Jean Darlan, who rose
from obscurity to wealth and fame
-by his pollcy of collaboration, must be
saddening to a world knowing the truth
“of John Donne’s line, “For every clod
that washes away, Europe is the lesse .
Bend not to know for whom the bell
tolls. It tolls for thee.”

: But the months are’ too few since
Darlan himself uttered these words:
“Dunkirk was glorious.”” . . . and, “The

. @ermans are more generous and under-
standing of the needs of humanity than
the English.” There went a man who
never knew the trust of his fellowmen,
~and it was he who would have it sa.

 Quet BF JFoind

Liquor Trial of Thirteen
Pictures Lack of Control

The recent full-scale drive against
bootlegglng in Charlotte and Mecklen-
burg County by the combined forees of
the Pollce Departments, and the subse-
quent treatment received by thirteen de-
fendants in City Recorder's Court brings
up the old jack-in-the-box Nquor ques-
tlon for the community once maore,
Bomewhere, between rald and sentence,
law enforcement has suffered a defent.
For two or three weeks police officers
enned thelr coup, and, stratepy and
tactics being sound, they made n gond
Haul of alleged viclators, That, presum-
bly, should have about cleancd up the
‘county., We have no doubt that the
'olice were chagrined when the thirteen
| Jeft the court room with seven suspend-
;-;;}ed sentences, three acquittals, two cone
“tinued prayers for judgment, one” pay-
ment of costs, $73 in fines, plus cost,
" and a-total of three and a half years
% the roads, suspended.
Policemen probably feit that courts,
fch. should share an even greater
ponaibllity in law enlorcement than
Mticers of the law, could break down
“whole system: that prar(-mnt
le suffered from such
hatthe Iightly-sentenced
Qbuld laugh at them. More than a third
the: Pulice Departments calla come’
sreported liquor-law violations, and
ollows “that the city might as well

'tiwant hard and fast control

Approdched th¥ problem honestly
earidssly. He, naturally, would not

188 8 third of the Department If,

r suspended sentence hanging over a
bootlegger's head is more llkely to drive
him out of business than the. simple
paying of ‘a heavy. fine—after which he
would walk out, free to resume his trade.

For. though sentences from Recorder's
Court may be appealed, and.lost or de-
layed in Superior Court, suspended sen-
tences automatically go into effect when
a violator returns to court on & simllar
charge. That fact alone seems to speak
for the light sentences upon the thir-
teen, but such a technleal consideration
is beside the Issuc.

The question is one for the people
of the community to declde; it cannot
be settied at all between police and
judiciary. The liquor laws are on the
books, but thelr cnforcement remains
in guestlon -~ the City of Charlotte
electorate” having shown Its sentlment
against themr by batlot. Here is a short
cireuit In local government. It must be
decided whether violations of the liquor
laws will be punished; otherwise the
cfforts of the whole enforcement system
are, to m large degree, wasted.

Good FTidings.

Christmas Suffering of the

Enemy in a Proper Spirit

This day of blesscdness, a miracle of
the ages, cannot be & happy one for
millions of Americans, but our own
Christmas. shines brightly to the men
locked In battle, to the frightened lands,
and in the lairs of the Axis warmakers.,
The world which has forgotten Christ-
mas Is miserable beyond knowledge,

There are a few extra bits of food
for the Germans and Italians, and the
conquered people starve as on any otiter
day. In the bitter cold, both natlons feel
the hand of death from the terrible
skies. The old Christmases are dim mem-
orles. Lifd Is ersatz, and almost worth-
less.

The season brings new misery to the
masters themselves. Little Adolph, faced
with real danger, stalled in the East
and hammered n the West, must make
new tales for his people. And In the
chatter of his news to Germany Is heard
this little llne: “Twenty Soviet tanks
were again destroyed by army forma-
tlons and the air force.” And Hans in
his chill, darkened house. can ruefully
£rin that those tanks must be destroyed
an abomineble number of times,

And in timorous Ity where the juck-
als bleed in fear, Mussolini's Rome Radio
blares caution: “To tremble in public
is a crime agalnst the community and
the country.” So Tony must go home
to cringe, and know that his leaders
share his fears with him, that the black
time of reckoning is at hand--and falls
almost nightly upon the cltics of the
North.

The season passes as we would have
1t In the lands of the encmy, and we
ean wish them all agonized returns of
the. day.

Appreciation
The News and the Community
In Debt to Concert Group

Near to the heart of The News, and
apparently to that of the community as
well,
and cemmunity sing, spreading  the
spirit of the seasan, among musle lovers
and affording an. opportunity to the
renerons for contribution to the less
fortunate of the ¢ily. As an event of duaj

. purpese it became, in its fourth year, a

real o fon.

Net profit of the concert this season
was $803.96, a new high,-and It was
the preatest single contribution to the
Empty Stocking Fund. The night on
which the public may come freely and
rive freely s one of good fellowshlp,
where all §6in in the singing of the ol
carols and hear a full program of the
great musie of the season.

The offering of this program was not
that of The News alone, but was made
pogsible by that superb talent for publle
wood, Mr, David Ovens: by the chorus
under direction of gene Craft; by the
high scheol orchestra direeted by Rob-
ert C. Smithy and by the sololits them-
selves, Miss Louise Bernbardt and Ben-
Jamin Deloache,

For the families of the community
made happy today by their efforts, for
Charlotte’s Jovers of {ine music, and for
ourselves, we -heartily commend  and
ihank the large, unselfish group which
made the concert the complete success
it was.

is the annual Christmas concert .

Mt it

. Greetlngs, Al

Wishes For The World

- By Samuel Grafton

NEW YORK

A VERY henpy holiday to President Rooscvel, who

is quite obviously treasurlng each beautiful calm
day, before the next:Congress convenes.

He is spending this holiday month trimming his
unofficial war cabinet, The President has taken iwo
wen, Admiral Leahy and former Senator Byrnes, and
has bulit them. imperceptibly, to where one is now the

“ buffer between White House and Congress on war
affairs, $iille the mecond runs Interference in  the
sphere of our domestic, economy.

(Just ns the President used (o have buffers
and ball-carriers who matched the progressive
mood of a few years ago, from Tugwell to Core
coran, he now has a pair of men who match the
canservatlve swing. Lexhy and Byrnes have risen
faster than any other two men in Washington In
the past few months, Henderson ia out, the
hatches are belng battered down, storm windows
, are being put up, and that tough, determined man
‘In the White House Intends to fry for continuity
of policy with n new cast of characters, The old
master {a preparing to pass a miracle)

A happy hollday to everybody who hated Darlan,
and & suggestion that they had better stop acting llke
cry-babjes. frightening ench other with tales of a
dreary war, R lost peace, and an evil world. All is
not Iost.

A happy holiday to those who don't glve up
ensily, who keep -working at things, who are not
knocked out by any particular sub-climax. like Darlan,
inin the long, serial story In which we find ourselves,

. somewhat to our surprise, to be the characters.

< “Well, Myr. Bones—Whar's the Answer?”

Pladformse @OF The People

of India, Darlan, etc., because:
have never heard.of her, are on her lldn lnd luve uu
things she loves.

armed services, who, in an age of talk, are joined wil

the people in the occupled countries in an unqumahh
enterprise.
tield of physical struggle, sometimes you move for-
ward on & straight line, and sometimes you take &
slde road, and sometimes you have to stop for a lnnz
waiting period, and sometimes you have to re
temporarily, and that you take all thess t.hlnxs u
they come, without uttering the desolats ,
sometimes heard nmong the ideologues on the civillan
front.

learning that the rond to victory is not a straight’
line, buz & crooked lane, of many fwrnings, from Ham
Flsh- 8
take cach turn, without petulance, patiently pointing
out the true north, t] in th

compass settles all arguments,

very happy holiday to Pearl -Bick;

(A happy hollday to Jmpatlent ‘Americans;
who have been erying into their beer: over sinpe
the Iast eloction, and plcturing the hopes of the
world as lost, And the best holiday possible,
under the clrcumstances, to the people In the og- .
cupled countries, who arc Insitucted by these
same ‘Americans to have courage and fortitude,
and not to cry, under blows somewhat more
scvere than the re-clection of Mr, Hotfman, of
Michigan.)

Naturally, & very happy holiday to all men in the

‘These are the men who know that in the

woe, woe,
A happy holiday to intelligent civilians, who are

treet to Darlan -Avenue, and so what? You
e end, the

knowing
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—By Herblock

“Don't feel self-conscious—I'm sure everyone thinks
you're at least a secret agent, you have .

such a military air!”

Tash Ac¢ Hand

RTess.

GOP Challenged

By Raymond Clapi:cr
WASHINGTOR

REPITBLICANS have a hard test coming In Congress. The test is

whether they will be true conservatives and fight inflatlon, Very

¢ real danger exists that the fight againit price control will turn into &
runaway victory for Inflation, The fight 15 so savage that Leon Hender-
son, in spite of his recognized ablilty, was thrown ouL 1o appeass thoss
who want the }id on prices sprung.

Farm organization leaders will mect here a3 (h! new Congress
goes into sesslon after the holldays to put the pressure on for higher
farm prices. This will be a butlon-holing campalgn, backed up by
the kind of determination that can use the pelitical blackiack.
Senator Prentiss Brown was defealed for re-election in punish-
ment for hls having opposed the farm block price program in the
last sesslan.
God Into
organization working In his territory,

‘This time, it happens, the Administration is on the side of the
conservatives,
peaple, wha want to hold ths valuc of the doliar as steady as possible,

But Prestdent Roosevelt 1 not the power In Congresa that he wazx.
He will need the help of the sotind money Republicans in order ta turn
hack the threat of price inflatlon which is coming up in the new Con-

‘The'threat has a real chance of succeeding this time.
that the Administration went so far as to sacrifice Leon Henderson in
hope of ppeasing the wild price boys Is the best possible evidence of
how serlously the Administration regards the threat.

The price-Intlation group has found an excellent disgulse fer ila
campaign in the wide public jrritation at regimentation and ratlon-
ing restrictions. That public discontent has made 1t easier to advance
the campalign to crack open prico control, and particularly fo revise
upward the basls of agricultural price:

‘The fight i3 Jed by Senator Elmer Thomas, the Oklahoma Demo-
crat. wlio has been bell-wether for Uie silverinflation achool for years,
He made the fight to print greenbacks fn the early days of the Roose-
velt Administfation, and the President, ajthough then new and at the
helght of his power over Congress, was not able ta beat 1t ouright but
only by accepting discretlonary power to

That kind of pressure campaign puts the fear of
every Benator and Congressman whe has a farm lobby

¢ White House ls on the slde af the sound maney

This fact

lssue greenbacks, which au-

thority he never used. This group of agrarian Inflationists is descended
from the oid easy-money school of William J. Bryan,

Uncle Sam And Whisky

Editors, Titz. Nrws
want to ask a few smple questions and 1f any of
the readers of your paper can answer them,
T would appreciate It very much.

Why ia IU lhal the majority of our Government
offlefals favor the beer barons and the liquor traf-
fice? Is 1t for (he love of money? What has the lquor
tnterest done to bulld this great country of ours and
help ‘starving bumanity i other lands? How many
chrches and colleges have they built?

Mquar traffic says your Gavernment
llquor under prohivltlon. If they
an't control dlkuor, how can (hey take your
y and send him o the ends of the carth?
How can they take your tlres off your car and the
ear itself I they choose? How can they per-
mit millons of tons of sugar te be made inte
Beer and reatrirt your sugar far your cnffee and
tra? Why probibit the manufacture of thous
sands of Kitchen tools and utensils made of iron
and ste-l, but, perm 000 fons of steel o
g9 inlo beer kegs annuably? Why use 2875 mil-

Biidlern '.s'

The

Gromerals

Nazi Desperadoes .Take

WASHINGTON

U THEN. we review the histarg of the relations between
Hitler and (o Offiecr: Corys o the Germiny atugy v
see that 1t by presented npotential menace to nim,
We oo that U stidn between TS Nzt and th Afmy
Tms on At Jeast two occustons, nlmoxt come fo i breaking polnt,
that L s pelaxed ondy e times of siceessive yietarles, nud
that It hias now I wholesale

hat put Party Generals into the Ieading military
Heinrich Himmler f now pleking the srmy chiefs,

jch
pn'illlon:i.

There Is encourngement for us in this, from & purely
military standpoini, But the situation alse contains
serlous dangers. 'The Officers’ Corps, which retalned an
unbroken tink whh the code and tradition of the Prusslan
aemy, had cortaln (nhibitions, This eade and tradition
were systematieally broken down by Nazi Party penctra-
tdn Into the Army. But remuants of it remalned and were
Incorporated In (he leading offlcers.  Now none of thay
code and tradition remain, The Germany Army Is In thé
hands of desperadoes, and there ls nothing they will not
dn to preserve the Nazl regime from defeat,

We are seeing Ihe tmmedlate effects of Hitlet's army purge

In the fntensificntion of hratalities Jn oceupied countries and
in the blood curdiing mariacre of all Eurapean Jews. On
Dee, 17. Tass reported from Morcow, that the “German High
Command™ bad set up an the request of Himmier, a “Balkan
Punitive Counrlh” It b ledd by the governor of Belgrade, Gene
eral Loehr, and two §5 generals. Their misston Js to “clear
the Batkan_penninsula of antf nan elements”  The coun-
el Includes the Nozt Generals Kurt Daluede, snecessor of the
notorlous Heydrleh i Czechia, the Fascist-Rumantan dictator,
and the Itallan of

Greeer. )
. This littie ftem fa the symptom of the degeneration of the
Germun Army command, which has flung to the winds every
vestige of & milltary code of honor. From shooting seiected

hostages for open acts of nabotige, whole peoples are to be

’

_ Charlotte,

troops n

Hon pounds of food products in the manufaca
ture of llquor while millions are starving for
hread?

Why allow sou to spend only §199.00 to pulL a
shelter over your head while 370000000 feet of
lumber wns used in becr kegs Inst year? Why holler
about m shortage of transportation and use 40,300
ratirond cars to ship beer m\(l Hquur7 Why was a
ship gaing to the Solomons, where Americans are
ncked 1n'& death strugglo with the Japs, nalf filed
with beer?

Why fa It that sll the petitons fram all
(he great rellgious bodles that have been aent to
Washington bren ignored? Has not ihe Church ot
Jesus Christ heen grossly lgnored and Insulted?
wm 15 it your ellotment of coffee I8 anc cup per

v and you nre permitted to, buy one quart of liquor
and all the beer and wine youwant? Why is it we give
our boys and our money to flght our encmies in
Enrape and nther contlnents bub do nothing ta con-
auer our enemy No. I nt home? wnvn?

B, GOODIN.

Picker Himmler | Praiser Goebbels

held as hostages, under n relgn of terror unigue In hllml\n his-

tory

What is being done {o the Jews may rapldly he ex-
tended to a|l Eastern European and Balkan peaplea under
tiltler's away., The Jewish program ls complets extermina-
atlon; It Involves five milllon humsn belngs who, aller
being removed ffrom western and oentral Europe fo the
Ensl are beink polsoned, shot, gassed, and siatved to death,
This Is &n open pollcy, announced by Dr. Goebbels, and as
retaliation for our milllary warfare.

Its object ia triple: to terrorize the Allles intp negotlnunl
& peace, playlng on thelr humans Ioellnn, and to_creats such

The questlon now Is whether the Republices
ance of power In this sltuation, wili use thelr ng
for or against & break toward higler prices, Will
Henderson as the ogre who has held down prices, or aa ths consclentious
officln] who fought successfully to hold the value of the dollar steady
against the terriflc forces of Inflatlon which have gathered out of war
condltions? .

It the Republicans throw thelr strength to the Inflatlonlst group,
then price control will become a plous farce, The cost of lving will
begin the kind of sharp upward zoom that it took In the last war,
When everything i tar short of
get any price they ask—the rich can always buy Tegardless of price.
Only price restraint and rationing will hold prices within reasen.
What klnd af rents de you think landlords would bl charglog
workers
it w:re not for rent contrel? They would be fantastic and eut of
all proportion to what the property owners rated,

You can't allow prices to be fixed by supply and demand in this
sltuatlon because there is no free market,
tommanding buyer, leaving only an abnormally short supply to be
divlded mmong the clvlifan population

“Tight price control and tight eronlng are efforta to be fair to every=
rich and poor alike.
the infiationary distoration of the cost of living so that you don’t have
prices doubling as they did in the last war. and building even the farm.
You remember that the farm belt h!d a ik
deflated hangover that lasted through the boom of the twentls °

It Is n question whether the Republicans will throw |l|t|r bn]lncl of
pawer on the side of holding back infiation, holding the economy stedy,
or on the Inflationary side which may at lhc moment be politically
populs

body,

ers, up for a big Tet-dawn,

,ﬂve’r The Army

5, Who have the bal-
ly mcquitred influence
Leon

emand, as It Is now, scllers can

and In other centers

The Government is & big

More than that, these measures prevent

® hatred of Qermany in the world, that tha German pooph
will fear to revolt against Hitler, leat they sll per

revenge that will follow. Adde these 1n the pnmoloﬂcd
nature of the German Fuehrer, who can only ses hia own defeat
85 the Jast act of a Wagnerinn opera, with himself perishing
in the midat of the destruction of the world,

The present lendership of the German High Command s
capable of starting gas warfare against unarmed and help-
less clvilians, as well ns against righting enemies. We must be
prepared for ruthless and even senseless warfare. For tha
object }s no longer to win victory, by military means, but to
seare the world to denth, The wenkening of Germany's mill-
tary forces does not mean that their power to destroy c\vlllu.
tion 1s weakened.

No revolution can be made in Germany without the col-
laboration of some military leaders. The Russlan revolution
could not otherwise have been made. It §s forgotten by now
that tio Russlan revolution began wilh s palace revolution
in Pctrograd—with the murder of Reaputin by a Rusaian
Prince Yussupoff.

hat can we do to hraten such a development? That Il
the eritical question of this war, .at this moment, We mus
win over those Cermana, of whatever class, who bellove m-e
by overthrowlng Hitler, they crn save dermany, We nare

caunting 1 Invading, occupylng, and disarming  Germany,
That means pursulng the war Lo la bitterest end, glving away
the chanco of winningaby revolution, by mlmlnl uermnny
from the Inside. No Germans, wilh the power to do #o,
overthrow thils rcxlm» mntil they are convinced that they wlll
get & pence in which Grrmany can lvo a3 & peopls and a
nation, and can atart its life ngatn,

mise 10 panlsh enly war eriminals hay besn tha
most effectlve propagandn so fiar f this war, but it Ia mbl
negntive. 1t glvea somie hopo but no clear promise to the
gulltless. Thore 13 & situation to bo exploited, but, in-my be-

Nef, we are not explolting 1t to the. fulleat, .hecauss of .the

Inadequacy of our peace alms, buL for Germany and’the
wnolut of E!lxrn nu oAt
1t was in anticipation of Jun(. nueh u wittintion as
ing that I wrote my book, "Liaten, " lnhv.lop
1l.u| -l » smu)




