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Fuehrer's Failure |
. B L : 3 By Do;'olhy Thommqﬁ

\ WASHINGTON.

I continue to write, In this zeries, concerning the shake-

up in the German Army, it is because I belleve that it

throws more light upon the military and political situation
inside the Third Reich than any other single event.

Changes In armies, durlng war, are not unusual. In
the French Army, during the last Werld War, Joffre
gave place fo Foch; in the Georman Army the younger
Von Moltke was replaced, first by Falkenhayn, and then
by Hindenburg and Ludendorff. In thix war, the Britlsh
have changed the command of the Middle Eastern armies
on severnl occaslons. The Russlan Armies "hegan their
campaign with three leading generals, Voroshilov, Timo-
nh;::ldo. and Budenny, and iwe of them have been dls-

from leadi 1
o rom leading xoles. . during the first two years of th
Why, then, are the changes in the German High Com- v
mand of a different significance?
The German Officers® Corps was the only one in the
world really prepared for war, The army they commanded
wna & new army, bullt up from scratch after the disarma-
ment following the ‘Treaty of Versallles, and employing. in
its all the lessons of the previous defeat.

new leadors In this wari ' 5

ba compared: In_tradition,

German, Actually, during

Red -Atmy,

sla and Germany,

Jearning from the superfor_techniques:of the
In every other afmy, both.the French:

for instance, the Officers’ Corp

time of great technical developments.

But the German

war.

leadership that changes, and not
conrse, Is impossiblo in the Germsn state.

Big Jab After Peace
il Lengthen Sacrifice
“hy:some miracle, peace fell upon

apting the task of winning the war it-
the blggest job the world has ever
d'lies in the reconstruction ahead.
America will ba saved the major as-
ent, and over America will hang
he ‘danger of relinquishing leadership

 again,
The fervor which compels men and
to tight, work and szuffer hard-
springs from the desire to return
/practlime ways as z00n a5 possiblé—
ifrom that spirlt will come the fight
gainst completing the Job of world re-
The Administration hsa already
ed that the only way of fore-
i » third war 1s by quick and
omplete rehabilitation of Europe, and
Bat's's world-sized task.
¥or -months and years our ahipping
‘will be overloaded, first with food,
cine, clothing for the conquered na-
fonis. . And long afterwards American
machinery and equipment must be
moved across In sufficlent quantities to
pebiiild all of Europe. The earlier phases,
‘believe, will meet with the approval
3 tha American ptople—but after that,
there will be furious protests.
‘Because rehabilitation will mean con-
ided : restrictions on living at home,
hedvy taxes, and postponement of re-
tirn”to normal, Americans will Itkely
Balk st the sending of our goods to the
yest 6f the world. And because of that
probable public opinion-to-come, politl-
cal pressure and political campaigna wiil
be’ waged sgainst our rebullding of the
earthi: And i :that backwsrd thinking
Ficceeds, we'll be back on the grim mer-
igo-round again.
B0 :that our part of the world's pro-
T may be made zecure, Americans
feed s national change of heart now,
the midst of war. This war is not
tiration and six months. It's 8 dura-
tion and years—as long aa it takes to
yabuild everywhere. Anything less is no

tory at all.

The Word
_ Grand Jury Puts Brand on
County Judicial Processes

A'riew and welcome word came into
the terminology of Mecklenburg County
fudiclal processes last week. The Grand
ary found s term to describe the way
‘which cases were being sent from the
Agwer, courts to Superior Court. The word
rsloven.”

Bupporting the cholee of words, the
Grand Jury pointed out that cases were
goming over without the addresses of
tnessea belng shown; without the police
ord of the defendant being shown;
without the attendance of witnesses being
tred properiy.

{ The: report was reminiscent of other
days-when improperly prepared warrants
reémilted in defendants walking out of
&0iirt ‘scot free, when straw bonds were
Accpted and neither defendant nor
‘Sondsman ever faced the court; when
‘asoc came up for trinl the addresses
6 defendants were not shown and may
well never have been presented.
Now, the City of Charlotte employs &
‘Chilef of Pollce, & City Recorder and a
ty Solicltor; and the County of Meck-
Yenburg also employs & Chlef of Police,
County Recorder and & County Solicl-
' These gentlemen have charge of the
‘£ages which come to Superior Court from
e time of arrest until the Sheriff takes

p
‘All’ot them enjoy repulations for ex-
“#ellent . performance. We reckon the
irand “Jury's applieation of the word
oven” to any part of their work will
e them very angry, Indecd. Mayvhap,
er. this, there will be no nccasion for
,:ord “sloven"—which is the main

andasdic.

-17’s Bagged So Many Nasis
hat the Story Begged Belief

_was just a pleasant little Sunday
for the boys in the Fortresses, Tar-
Tithe .day were deep in Franee,
they “were Lo pass greetings of
fiilo i Hitler's Europe. For long
t was only ‘& joy ride, away up-
herd great ispeed brought no
otion.:But:once they neared
upicame . Adolph's pert

8 recopition. party.
the ‘Mésserschmitis and

. ?

Focke-Wulf’s were determined. In the
face of withering American fire, they
kept boring in, testing the muzzle velocity
of the big Fortress guns. Many of them
got what they asked for, and amid
unworldly whines, bright flame and dull
smoke, they dropped out of the French
sky like flies, The Fortresses did thelr
work and made for England. .
‘When they sat down not a one was
missing: not & one even limped, Intelil-
gence officers, walting, knew the ‘inter-
views would be briet that day. There
would be nothing to report. Bub the
Kkids $n the crews sipped their hot drinks
calmly end told a fantastic story. They
reported a0 many Nazi fighters shot
down that Intelligence couldn't belleve
them. .
The story was held up, for more
checking. More than 24 hours later

. BBC (an old Jow-rater of U. 8. bombers)

was still trying to tell the story, but
had to gasp where there should have
been figures. Yesterday, burled deep in
2 communique from London, the toll of
enemy planes was given as 44—astound-
ing enough In itself, but almost  Eers
tatnly an arbitrary figure chosen®'by
officials.

We're satisfied the truth is not out
about the deadly fire of those For-
tresses, and 1t’s happy that it's so. The
sky's the limit now for apeculation back
home, and that's apparently about the
tale that wes told somewhere in Eng-
land Sunday, and caused consternatton.

Foncasion

Presence of Typhus Areas
In City Demands Action

The amazing report on typhus fever
In Charlotte and Mecklenburg County
by Dr. Tom Beker and Dr. James M.
Alexander shows the community clearly
an intolerable sltuation, and the need
for immediate control. The- figures (45
cases alrerdy in the city thls year) are
not necessarily at varlance with those
given by the City Heaith Department;
for thé officlal figures deal with current
cases, and many have remained un-
reported to the authorities.

But the private investigation, never-
theless, was a great service to the public,
and the findings of the comprehensive
ten-year survey simply scream  for
nction. Steps must be taken now to
stamp out the dlsease, which has appar-
ently been with us all the while, and
seldom results in death locally.

The facts go deeper than those yet
published, The greatest definiie typhus
area lles in the heart of the business
zection, three blocks In all directiona
from Independence Square. The aection
bounded by the three trunk line raii-
roads has furnished most of the victims.

For example, four ceses have been
recorded In the past month from ane
bullding on East Fifth Strect, and the
area around the Seaboard tracks and
College Street 1a a typhua favorite. In
residential nreas, there 1s & lesser
danger, but South Cedar and North
Church Btrects have .been marked as
typhus spots by the Investigation.

In rural Mecklenburg, there has been
no conclusive evidence as to danger
areas, but farms adjacent to raliroads

have been noted as breeding places for |

the disense, perhapa. by coincidence.
The only possible conclusion, what-
ever the zones of danger, i3 that some
authority take vigorous action en the
problem, now. The investigating doc-
tors, whose work was intended only to
indicate the scope of the problem and
the need for actlon, have made no
charges of luxity, and leave the next
step up to the community.
,Because a full-seale campalgn must
be waged against rats and for immuni-
zation, it seems that all avallable agen-
cles must join in the fight. It looks like
a big job calitng for the complete co-
operation of the Health and Saniiary
Departments, and we see 5o reason for
postponing action simply because the
present conditions have existed for years.

Another college grid season belongs to
the age, and the sturdy cenler wlil re-
turn now to the scrutiny of his books
which, we have always somehow as-
sbmed, he reads upside down.

‘There doesn’t seem to be a public de-
mand at the moment for the éxplorer
type who used to run away ‘from it all
and come home to lecture on what a
hard time he had. '

4

The late General Von Scekt, In reorganizing this amy,
dropped out, at the beginning, those men who held old-

o ey enee He retained only the most sble  Dlasement of one comand by

" polhlng éxtraordinary 1n the fact that they gave way to

And st any rate, the Russlan: Officers’. Corps could n

of seniority—a principle that invariably breaka.down

Al such - armies
tinusl purge in’the course of .8 critical war.-
Officers' Corps Was the lnventor and
ter of these new téchniques, and proved- it on every front,

And the defeats and set-backs of the German Armics
have oocurred: precisely at those peints when the War
Plan of the Officers’ Corps has been changed by Hitler.
In » normal state, it the political leadership-insists upon
a war plan, in contradictlon to the advice of the Ottloora”
Corps, and if, then, the war goea sour, It fs the political

the milliary. That, of

In every other army—for instance the British—the re-
another has been obvlously

© . 'The. German
a “rejuvemﬁon.."

® But the Gorman Arm:
“and needed no : rejuvenat

when thers was -close- collaboration” between Rua-
the Russians were :in: the ‘rols of . puplls,
Germans.

and’ the ' British,
was - created on: the ; principhe

and technlclan,  Shaposhnikoff, wha 'waa &
in the: Trarist Army and-whoclaborated: the ‘pland
this campalgn an-early -as: the itwenties. o

In every. changé fn’ the Ruiséian ATy, 8s in'the British,
where 8 man has been promoted or demoted;: one et diz.
cern & military resson for i, But one can’discern.no mill- i
tary  Tesson for supplanting the German Chlef of Staft, 4
Franz Halder, by Zeitzler, And the reason one cannot dis-
cern it i that there i3 no. military reason. "It Is & political
reason. - . -

Hitler has not dissolved the Officers’ Corps beciuse they
have falled. e has dissolved it because he has failed.. Out
of eight Field Marshals, promoted after the successfful cam~ °
palgna in the west and in the Balkans, Hitler Jss- dis-
missed five, They are the five most distingulshed—the five
who did not believe in conducting a Wwar according to' tha
Fuehrer's “intuitions” and were, ilke the other three, ~in-
capable of drawing victories out of Hitler’s personal War = t

an.

in s

mas~

and an
revolt agalnst brass hats
* But in the German Army,

and {maginative, whose task it was to create a new war
doctrine,

Something very similar ocenrred In the Russlan Army, & decline in the qunllly‘ of military leadership. All the

though the new srmy reiained the old leaders who had famous battles which the German Army has won in this remove from positions of power those who might rise agalnat

been successful In the Russian Civil War, chief nmong war have been won by the dismissed Generals. The new Mlli'hm'l‘h: changes therefore have both military and political
gnificance, N

them Voroshiloy and Budenny, The prestige of these
men derived from tho clvll war experienco and thers ls

‘And Some Day the Twain Shall Meet

—~By Herblock

All For Everythiny’

Hitler Talk, U. S. Style

By Samuel Grafton
NEW YORK ho offends, that ¥ enough to keep him in busl-

A urme BT OF EVERYTHING: When the ness, and you can atand In uml corner al! day
Nonis were organizing in Germany, they de- mumbling major premise and minor premise, for
Hberately borrowed a blt of a slogan from every nll ho cares. o
political movement in the country. ‘They were fof “Thus he quite blandly endorses a Hoover schema
e’vcrylmns{, and all ﬁ once. ’rhcylwerculnr Socln“S’"‘- " to feed tha whole world, and he throws acid scorn
they were for crushing labor unlons, they were for e
ey e e or peace. they were agalnst Im- on & Wallnce scheme to feed part of the warld; he
periallsm, they were In favor of colonles, they wera sayn that this war was avoidable, and we could have
against Communism, they were against Capitalism, saved the pemce, and ha snys that wars in general
they were for the right of the peasant to have land, afe unavoidable, and there I3 no use trying to or-
they were for the right of the Junker nobility to ganlze the pence; he says that It is dangerous 1o
have thelr estates, denl with England, becuuse England fs sbifty, and
It wan the perfect Christmas Jst: anybody, read- hat it §5 porfectly splendid to deal with:Darlan, be-
ing down, could find something, exccpt the Jews, cause we have to denl wliln the shifty;:Ne says that
and the Nazla ceven made friendly gestures lo some e allles nre fot using enough af -thelF;own mans '
of the Jewn, st certain times, for limited purposes. power. and want to use ours, and :he:objects when
This type of polltical strategy fn called ab- We send wenpons to allles who wantito use them
scuranilsm, and you do net have to be a Nazl with thelr owa manpower. £
to realizo (hat It ls a very handy weapon. 1t is The answer to thin fellow (and he existz tn
political flypaper, deslgned to catch eversbody, both partles, hut his chances:for’ success are
and to answer all questions, even though when ouich brighter in the Kepublican):la not anly to
you 2dd aH (he answers together you obtaln answer him on apecitlo points,:bul la undertake
nothing clear, but a kind of dirly grny muck. an adventure in education, to:ses whether we can=
This kind of approach to the electorate fa often not make the Amerlcan pegple;ida a whole, learn
made In our counlry, too, You detect it when, among the word and ;come’to
the opposltionn] volees, you hear that we have to the process of ghreurantism, Aid:te come Lo recog-
stop $nfiation and that we have to ratse food prices; nize the strategy that lics behind:thin blzarre of-
that we have to avold black markets and that we terlng of asoried political :tid:bils, fancy caken,
have to drop “burdensome” restrictions; that we cookies and sandwiches in ‘a0 :many shapea.
have 1o glve more gas to our motorists and that we And It might be best to ‘Siart wiih the mimple,
must bulid pipe Hues; that we need  strong man gaod old Amprlean word “Tacket” and never 10 an-
In the Government and that we have to stop push- Ber ono of there fellows, on any detalied polnt,
ing people around: that we don't give the people without also standing hlm up agninst the wall, throw-
enough Informatlon and that we have too many tng the whitest lighls on him, aud revenling ta the
Gavernment _offictals engaged In dizseminating in- céuntry the peculinr, obscure and dreadful business
formation: thal we must Jet the Army and Navy run fn which he is cngaged. Never mind irying to nell
the war, and that we must stop giving blanket ap- us that political silver fox, right off a truck. “What
propriations to the Army and Navy: that we must sort of world do you propose that wo llve In, bud?
stand solidly benind the Commander-In-Chief and
thnt we must cllp his powers; that we must bulld
solid peace after the war, and that we must not be-
come Involved in policing the world; that Washing-
ton must provide the farmer with labor, and that
we had betler leave more of the war job to local
government, -
That 15 obscurantism, & Kind of Sears, Roebuck
catalogue of popular aches and pains, all dragged In
logether, all presented any old how, a voie-trap,
shaped Hke a perfect circle, polnting .In every direc-
tlon,of the compaas, nnd bajled for alt comers.

L

Visitin® Round

‘The One Thing Unratloned

Bliver Hill ltetn, Lexington Dispateh

Well, Old Man Winter hina been trylng to npread
his wings over us-n the past week, and he did & right
good Job. We lLud rain, hail, snow and very severe
winds which d¢ld much thunsga to bulldings in this
wection.  Near Denton it blowed barns down and
kitled mules and cows In them. Sante Claus may be
blown nut of exislence. Hnpe be mny bs found for
the Yttle dears who are patiently walting for him
nt thin time of year they enjoy the most. The popu-
latlon has Incressed so rapldly thers are plenty.
children for Christmas of: 1942,

It Is nol cnough, however, to point out thesa |

patred heze twinned

The ebacurantist polltician ts not depressed . when
he s shown up, logleally, on aprcific paints, He
ia & dlfferent_ businesa entircly, he ja lrading
with bita of cherse, And assorted sweetimeats, and
lengths of preily ribhons, and many Knick-knacks,
end It he gets two voters for every logical mind

Iz

It has B
and the principle of senlority. -
the changes have all represented

Generals have no record at all—ejther In this war or In the
last one. Actuslly they have been involved in all the defeats.

Smeall World S

Pl
Since it is too.late now to change the War Plan, he
must have yea men, and since defeat is possible, he must

{To Bo Concluded)

Globhe=-Calling -

By Raymond Clapper
. WASHINGTON
T WAS 5 spectacular thing that President Roosevelt could writa

a note to Generallssimo Chiang Kai-Shek and have it delivered 1n
facsimile 8t Chungking within an hour or so. The chief delsy re-
sulted from the President's misspelling, which was discovered and had
fo be corrected just beforo the mechine’ began hurling tha repro-
guction of the President's qote halfway -around the world.

That kind of communieation—it we dont trip oursclvea by bad
peliing—will facilitate rq:n!lom between nations. Yet it is not 84 spéc-
focular and not as important as the facilitles which are already belng
used 1o hring tha heads of Allled Governments Into closer contact with
each other.

Ono of the best storles going around Washington now relatea
{o n conversation en postwar quesiiona which Presldent Roosevelt fs
pupposed (o have had by telephone with the Generalisaimo in
C Telephone by the White House with Ne.

10 Downing St and with Moscow Is aa simple as telephona conversa~
tlon atound Washington. R

‘The alrplane is making personsl contacts tauch easier. Prime Min-
inter Churchill commutes to Washington,and Moscow. Boviet Foreign
Minister Molotoy has been In London and Washington. Admirals and
generals of the high command have gone back and forth between Allled
countries frequently, You can ctross the ocean and back between week-
ends. It Is not much more of & problem than golng from Washington 0
the West Coast. .

course thete are a great many differences between this war
and the last one, ahd likewlse there will be many differences In working
out the peace, One of the most important differences this time s this
facllity of contact among the leadera of the United Nations,  ~

The men wha are running this war and who wiil make the peace
ean talk face to face and helween time can cenverse by telophenc,
When peacs comen it will be possible fer statesmen of the Allled coun-
tries to move nhout with evon greater specd than s possidle under
war conditiens.

When the Willkle party returned from the trip around tha world, ane
of the members was 80 impressed with the ease of moving sbout by air-
plane that he suggested it would bu a aimplo matter for Prealdont Roose-
velt, Stalin and the Generalissimo to hold a good-will meating In Alaskn.
None of the three would need to spend moro than a day's travel gutaide
of his own country to reach such a mecting.

That suggestlon 1s not Hkely to bear fruit any time socom, but 1t does
dramatize what is possible with tha alrplane. When some sour situations
arose In North Africa the other day, we packed s few officinla sboard
a plane and there they were, In no time at all. When wo ran dangerously
Jow on a certaln strategic materisl, the Army threw cargo plancs into
aervice and brought the supplies from he other sids of the world within
a few days.

The degree of unlty achleved In the United Natlons' efforl has
been possible In no small measure because our long lines of com-
munication have been shortened by the airplane po that it la searce-
Iy more than three days from here to any ether important Unlted
Natlona polnt, If you are really In & hurry. N

We are all acutely conscious of how much this means in the conduct
of the war. But I think we can acarcely imagine as yet low important
it wilt bo In the management of the.peace, which i3 going to requirs
fast footwork.

n the office of one officlal the other day I noted a quotation from
Woodrow Wilson, who toid the Sennte in 1917 that “there must be, nol s
balance of power but & community of power; not organized rivalries but
an organized common peace.* The airplane and the lang-dlistance tele-
phone bring that sort of thing in closer reach than it has ever been.

Side Glamees

“Goodness, no! Ha wouldn't he intereated in’ an
exercine machine—he now looks after the
children while I.cook!”

Today’s Bible Verses ,

Climbing ia hard work, but the ‘Thia 14 simple nnd eleimontal, .
view from the mountaln top 13 but I every one followed . the
.worth It all a hundred fold. Injunction Lhis world would ‘be
20nl’ be nntlnn’f{lhln a ”z‘:,ﬂ” heaven el:;lnugh:t Bd ya kind to
hee up on a high mouniabn-— . one anolher, . terderheorted. —
Isatah 409, Ephosiane 4:2




