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Allies Slash

At Ene
Ssupply

British, French, American Ground
Troops Prepare for Heavy Action

LONDON. — (AP) — Two A
rchant vessels were reported today as sunk.or damaged

ng, the Mediterranean sup)
rman-Ttalian stronghelds in
Allied plancs and British
ps co-operated to slash at
Marshal Erwin Rommel a

ite British, French and American ground troops made
dy for final tightening of the Libyan-Tunisian vise.

* k *

*
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AXIS SHIPS BLASTED IN AFRICAN WATEI

my’s
Route

is warships and eight

ply routes to the remaining
North Afriea.

submarines and light surface
the arteries of reinforcement
nd General Walther Nebring

ower of the British and Amer-}
 efforts 1o reopen the Medit-
nean from Gibraltar ta Suez
further indicated by an_Ad-
slty  announcement that large
forcements of war materials
supplies had been landed at
ta "without major interference
0 the enem A ‘challenging
oat was sald to have-been des
yed. .
LIED AIR SUPERIORITY
llied acrial superiority was In-
ted muthoritatively in the Tu-
an theater ns well as in Libya,
re British and American planes

have ranged the skles for days
unchallenged by  AXxis
spokesman  at  Lieut. - Gen.

ters in North A
led warplancs recently seized the
upper hand in the Tunistan cam-
paign  despite such handicaps s
muddy atrdrome  runways and

shortage rood  advance ﬂcld':
He sald the Alled, fliers now werd
mble to\carry on a more wide-
spread offensive mgalnst German

See AXIS BHIPS on page 4

First British
Raid Made

On Japsin

Dutch Indies

Naval Aircraft
Make Attack

DON. — (AP) — Car-
rier-borne British naval air-
craft caught the Japanese ap-
parently by surprise in a
heavy bombing attack on the
westernmost tip of the Neth-
erlands Indies where ihe Jap-
ancse have:developed Bay of
Bengal ba§esiWithin 800 miles
of Ceylon, the Admiralty an-
nounced today.

Thls first reported Britlsh Taid
on the invaders in the Indles fitted
into the pattern of increased serl-
al operations across the Indian-
Burmese border and the land
thrust toward Akyab, pointing to-
ward an expected British come-
back campalgn Jp soulheast Asia.

The Admiraity reporied that the
Taid was carried out Sunday night
agajost miltary  targets-perhaps
fucl stores—at Sabang, on the Is-
land of We, just off western Suma-
tra,

ighth Army Moves
Jn Relentlessly

British ‘Unstoppable’ in Ponderous,

Plodding Afric

By DON Wi
ZAUTA EN NOFILIA,
o) —(AP) —Thirty years
itania appear slawliy

apanese
lammered

illies Make Progress
n New Guinen

LUIED HEADQUARTERS IN
STRALIA. —— Allied  troaps
tinued to hammer At Fapanese
ces Irapped I the Buna area of
v Guines today and  General
Arthur's Headquarters reported
¥ were slowly making hendway
D8t the enemy fiRhUNR desper-
Iy In “intricate and thoroughly
pared positions.”

drounlts smashed at o the ens
nched Japaness, and araulting
led  ground troops chalked up
nparatively smal galns yesterday,

h American and  Australian
Anlry moving across @ crcek to
e to rloser krfpe Twith the
my holding ot on the main

na airtield and at
nf station,

the Gavern-

an Advance

1 1}
Tripolitani

but inexorebly drawing to a close.

HTEHE

)
, Dec. 21— (De-
of Ttalian sovereignty in Tri-

That = the
rets watching

lentless

vivid plcture
the  mensured,
movement of
Fighth  Army_ on  the  heels
Field Msrshal Rommels  papzer
columan reireating toward Trioli.
This offensive {s not breath-tak-
ing m swiftness. although 1t has
moved  approximately 1,100 miles
by rond. acress the desert in 67
diyr. 1t s ponderows and plod-
QiR I massiee welght of men
and mrme But it gives the feel-
g that lta force this Ume 15
unsto H

Doughty, confiient General Sir
Bermwd L Montgomery ds  not
stretehing his Army than by racing
westward, He is drawing up its
weizht behind  the  armored
columm ReepIng contact wihih the
enemy o few miles from where
this s bebig written,
CAN NTRIKE IN FORC
When the Gme fomes to srike.
he can s'rike in fore
Rommel abviausly
ta pit hix battered
Dritish poawer

He dig
the K

one
re-
the British

of

dnm not want
forces agalnst
AL this time,

ot rlsk a stand at
Agheita dine, and mil.
Hary men to whom ‘I have
tatked doubt that there b n
stronger position on the North
African coast,

n Bombers

The reported that the
rald was launched from & naval
forco operating in the Bay of-Ben-
gal. Observers spoculnted 4hat the
raiders might have been launched
from the 23.000-fon British alr-
craft carrler Ilustrious. which was
reported operatlng in the Bay of
Hengal two months ago.

ATTACK AKYAB

A communique_from New Deln
sald land-based British planes at-
tacked the Japanese beld Burma
port of Akyab yesterday and Jast
night in continued aerial blows.

The Japanese struck  back at
Calcutta for the third successive

See BRITINH MAKE on page 4

even Killed as
Collide

PUEBLO, Colo. —P— Two four-
motared bembers collided - fhght
over a bombing practice range yes-
terday. One plimmeted 1o carth,
kiling fts crew of seven,

The ather plane returned to its
Pueblo base although five of  the
crew bailed out. One of these had
not been found today. The stricken
planc’s tail was shorn away by the
other craft's propellers as the two
fiew {n formatton,

Suy British Sabotage

Party Was Wiped Out

RERLIN (From Grrman Brond-
easts) — (P — The German High
Command teported today that &
British sabotage party was wiped
out_nt Rordeaux Dec. 1T “before
carrying ov- it t

1Na report of such an aperatlan,
prestmably by Commandas secklng
to ~destroy  German  installntions
Rordeaux, A big submarine
has come from the British),

near
base,

Worker Marooned on
Mountain of l’m‘kn;.o-a

Mix aetion was on (he right of KANSAS  CIPY —id rec-
iree-sector  line  where the| CThere & a possibilily, Judging |ord-breuking avalanche of Christ-
wnese still clung o positions an{from =~ recent  developments, that jmaz parcels which swamped  the
 Papuan Pentnsula. Tripolt . fall  without more Fallway terminal at Unton Station
m o (he central rector mbitarylthan a heavy delaying action at |15 reaching staggering proportions.
keamen anid, (he Americans and[one of the ‘wadia (gulchesi he-] One  1i-year-old  extra  hand
sifallrns fought flerce clashes|iween Sirte and  Misurata  while | worked 24 “hours, officlals sald,
. ; 4 before he could find his foreman

re HAMMER JAPScon page 4 See EXGHTH ARMY on page 4 |to ask for time out.

BI(‘ TRUCKS ROLL OFF LAND!NG BOAT—Ten wheel trucks, with guns and

supplies trailing, roll off large landing craft as the Engineer Amphxbmn Command
stages a landing near Camp Carrabelle, Fla.

b

wm Af
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American Guns, Tanks And Men
’roving Superior To Germans’

By WES GALLAGHER
VITH AMERICAN FORCES IN
RTHERN TUNISIA, Dec. 20
elayed)—Gi—An Amerlean gon:
1 who has been taking part n
1k actions around Medijez.

Shoppin iB't
il @Lhmstmas

declared today thal the United
States Army's 75 mllimeter anti-
tank guns are  “more  than
match® for the famous German B8
millimeter weapon,

“Our equipment equals the best
the Germans have, and they are
uslng tanks on the front “so fresh
oul of e factory (hat they have
Kone less than 300 miles,” declared
the general.

While watchlng two British Spite
fires humting & Oerman alr ralder
I the clouds, the genernl reviewed
the fighting.on thia front and as-
werted that raw American infantry
has proved better than more ex-
perienced German troops,

United States meditm tanks also
have outfoffgnt the latest German
Mark IV's, he added.

“In contrast te the doubtful
morale of German  Infantry,
Nazl tank erews have been
fighting to the last man, even
after thelr tanks are disabled,”
the general sald, |

In this, however, the Germans
had nothing on the Americans, for
anly a few hundred yards from
where the general stood & group
of Amerlcan tankmen who had
fought on in  thelr “General
Grant” after recelving four direct
hlta from Nazi 5% miliimeter can-
non whells ,were repalring  thelr
tank n A rainstorm so as to be
sure nm m miss the next actlon,

the crew  hmd  been
wounded. m the engagement, but

Beo U. 8. GUNS en page ¢

Start New Form
Of Oil Rationing

Ickes’ Program Will Backstop OPA

By Going lo Sourcc of Snp!)ly

" WASHINGTON, — (AP) ~— Almcd at prcventmg a
recurrence of last week’s gasoline crisis in the East, a new
form of rationing for East Coast gasoline and, fuel oll sup-
pliers has been instituted by Petroleum Administrator Ickes,

Brazil Will
Send Rubber

New Agreement With
-U. 8. Signed

RIO DE JANEIRO —i Ship-
ment of 50000 tons of Brazilian
Tubber from the Amazon Valley to
the United Sigtes during 1043 is in
prospect under A new  agreement
between the two nations,

A force of 100000 workers s to
be movrd from the northeast Bra-
silian states 2,000 miles to the river
valley by land. alr and water—in-
Quding & trek through the jungle
—to produce the rubber for North
Amerlean war production.

The new pact was slgned yester-
day tn e office of Joao Carlos
Vital, Interim national cconomic co-
ordinntar, and virtually ended Ar-
gentine hopes of  negotiating  an
agreement to exchange Argentine-
refined gasoline for Brazil's rubber,
Argentina’s transport duitey  is
knawn to be vitally th need of rub-
ber, and buvers are combing the
continent’ for even the, smallest
amounts.

An  authorized spokesman  here
sald, however, there was to chance
that Argentina could get even the
2,600 tons annually she wanted trom
Brazil under a trade proposal of-
fered by Argentine Ambassador Ad-
Tian Eecobar, who had Just returned
alter a month's  consultation  in
Buenos  Alres, y

The spokesman also said thal the
trend of Chile toward rupture with
the Axis. the probable announce-
ment of a North American-Chilean
program to develop Chile's strategle
matertals, and currently clase co-
operation among the United States.
Brazl) nud Chile hnd led apparently
to Argentinu's attempt to seek tome
trade record and closer relations
with Brazil,

Boston Firemen
Fight New Blaze

STON —(F— Boston's hard-
pressed iremen, who have answered
moere than 200 alarms stnee. Sat-
urday night, were ronted out agnin
today for a three-alarm {ire in
Roughan's Hali, a flve-story  brick
block In the Charleston section

The ftire, cause of which was un.
determined, was confined  eielly
to twe vacant stores, but a railer
skatlng rink, n ballfoom. bowling
alleys and law offices sutfered umoke
and water damage. Fire Chief Pope
eattmated the damage at $2.500.

The new system will backstop
the Office of Price Administra-
ton's rationing for the consumer
by going to the source of supply,
and Is_expected to combat “black
market” operations whereby some
retatiers have used bootleg ration
coupons to obtain supplies from
the oli compantes.

Ickes' program sels up for sup-
plies In six Eastern Zones quotas
pegRed to the etro-
leum products that can be shipped
inte  cach zone with “presently
avaliable transportation factlltles™
Supplies, 1o turn, are ~xpected to
axsign quotas for wholesalers and
retailers.

COULDNT USE COUPONS

Since no_supplier, wholesaler or
retaller will have more  gasoline
ta sell once his quota s exhausted,
consumers find their coupons
are worthiess at tlmes. Either
the consumers will go without gas-
oline or be forced to find a dealer
who still has some,

Previously, the supply for the
retafler or wholesaler was limit-

thearetically by the
amount of coupans they
recelved from consumers and turne
ed into the suppliers

A temporary lmitation on gas-
oline sales was suddenly ordered
in the East last week when it was
discovered that the coupons had
exceeded current supplies and dug
dangerously into ‘the area’s petros
loum  reserves,

Six Zones of Allotment

For Petroleunt Products

NEW YORK —(— The petrol-
cum thirsty Eastern Scaboard was
split lnto six zonea of mllotment
of petrolenm products ynder d pros
cram et up for the remntnder of
December,Zthe regionnl  offlee  of
Petroleum " Admintstrator for War
announced .

Gaseline and heavy and light fuel
ol supplies remalned  marginal
throughout the Eastern area, the
offico Teported. It added the opinion
that the tight situatlon would -be
met under the vartour ratlaning
pians and the co-operatlon of mo-
torists and fuel users.

Under the new rationing program

See NEW OIL on page 4

‘Pep Talks’
For Germans

Leaders Make Effort
To Boost Morale

By EDWIN SHANKE

STOCKHOLM— (f} —With Ger-
many’s feod ratlons generally low-
er than last year and the war
nesws baa. Propaganda Minister
Paul Joseph Goebbels 15 reported
ta have mabllized hundreds of Nazl
orators to defiver a nationwlde se-
ries of “pep talks’ 'to the German
ublic.

Advices from Germany indlcate
that & progrsm of mass meetings
nlrcndv 15 under way. with Goeb-
and Dr Rabert Ley, lsbor

lcadc' setting the pace.
TRESS ACTIVITY

Coincldentally the German press
has begun s wide scale morale-
boosting offenslve, hammering home
the theme that Axis setbacks .in
North Afrlen ‘are unimportant be-
canse the war will be declded in
Russia.

“No war has yet been fought
without sethacks,” said one ed-
itarial, assuring its readers that
nited Natlons still are
weak far batlle on the fleld
where the deciston will fall.”

Adolf  Hitler's newspaper, the
Voelkische- Beobachter, declared the
the objective properly was Europe,
not Africa. and that after Russan
reststance b wiped out “we will
soon Tegair on the southern front
what we_havs had ta glve up.”
The Beobachter nlso lectured
Germans whe grumbled sbout the
searelty food and clothes, re-
minding civihans that thefr sacri-
tices were small compared to those
of the soldler who s called on “to
five Wts blood for the Bomelate.”
Dispatches from Swedish corre-

- See PEP TALKS on page 4

MOSCOW.
counter attacks of reinforced
miles west of Stalingrad, the

oners tothe 20,000 previously

rive Strikes
o Within 132
Miles Of City

Advance on Eastern Ukraine Front
Some 200 Miles West of Stalingrad

By EDDY GILMORE
AP) — Russia’s middle Don offensiv
has thrust to ‘within 132 miles of- Rostov, and despite .th
the eastern Ukraine along a straightening front some:200
he mid-day communique added more than 2,300 pris=

week between the Don and Donets Rivers.

Nazi armies has moved ontd
Russians reported today.

reported captured in the put

e latest gains brought several
dozen towns and villages back un-
der ihe Red banner, and elght of

these were described in  battie-
front dispatches as of high mill-
taty  value. Some had airfields

from which the Nazls had been
fiying troops and supplies to the
Stalingrad ares. Others were links
in the communications system
nlong the Rostov-Moscow rail line
between Millerove and Voronezh.
TOWNS TAREN

The largest towns were Kole-
schatoe, Nikolske, Morozovka.
Verkhne-Grachevsky, Popovia, Ka-
mensky, Grekov  rnd _Fyodorvka.
Seme nre edst of the Rostov-Mos-
cow line, but others, Nikolske,

side the Ukraine.

Dispatches  reporting  that
the Russians had pushed to
132 roiles of Rostov indicated
that they were :mme twelve
milss north of the poriant
Junction of Millerave, ‘\lllltrovn
Is 120 miles north of Rostov.

Altogether, on the mlddle Dan
front and the .central front west
and northwest of Moscow, the
Russlan  offensives were
have wen bak more than 500

g

miles of vital rail lnes from the
Germans.
Nenrly 450 miles of this total

was sald to be in the Don bend,
midele Don and Stalingrad  sec-
*lons.

MOVE RAPIDLY

There. despite heavy snow and
hampering drifts, the Russians re-
ported advancing at such speed
that they captured Nazl Winter
warshouses, One advanced group
mesaged beck: “We are distrih~

wines to cur flghters.
Following up the baltering’
attacks of tanks; Russlan in-
fantry was sald to be straight-
ening the whole Middle Don
line.

One dispatch safd the Russians

now helo mt merely & Serles of
populated places. but formed a

fonp. Stralght front. deep. ' mas
chine-gun positions, mortars and

heevy srtllery.

The Germans managed to throw

See RUSSIAN ARMY on page 4

ml‘,'Lsi La Guerre

The News To Publish
On Christmas Day

The Charlotte News will he published on Christmas Day.

Prior:toithe war it was the custom of The News to sus-
pend publiéation on December 25 but in view of the war
situationiThe News fecls that
(lo]m\'cd of :their puper for the day.
Day issues will be handled by a small
ority of our employees a holiday. Those
who work Christmas Ty will have a day off later.

The : Christmas
staff, giving the n

its readers should not be

Fake G-Men Springing Up Over
Country--Ruses Used To Get Gas

By KENNETH L. DIXON

WASHINGTON —1— Don't_look
now, but that gabby “G-Man"
you met in the barber shop may
be an imposter who s trving to
() get same extra gasoline, ()
borrow some money ar cash A bad
clieck, (31 thrill his girl friend, 14
1ind oul war secrets (or the enes
my, or 5 fool his wife so he
can go oub nights.

District Chief Palrick . Collins| ° Federal Bureali of Investigation
pulled  the extra alanns Imme-fofficials sald today that numerous
diately upon mrrival to obtaln an|fake G-men are Springing up Al
ndequate force to prevent the flrejover the country. and teminded
from spreading throtigh he con-ithe publle that Director J Edgar
Rested ity square dlstrict. CoastiHoover “Instryfets all agents to
Guards mided the weary flremen. foxhibit thelr gredentlals,”

. b

Such  credentials tclude  an
identificatlon eard with the agents
picture and the signature of Hoo-
ver and Attorney General Dlddle.

The mest popular fraud of the
moment {5 the “G-man” who wants
extra gasoline. they sald, and ited
A fow

dry

bourd
10,
3

¥ cleaner told hls
that he needed extra gasoline
carry oh his “FBI [nvestigailo
on the side” He lsn't even drye
cleaning any’ more.
TRAP FOR TRICKSTER

One  honest-to-goadneds agent
tried to buy: gasoline at an East-
ern station and found Rt had been

closed to regular buslness by a
“G-man The attendant said that
when. the station's supply wes got-
ting low. the alteged FBI ngoent
told him to hang up the “no gas"
dEns—and then came regularly 1o
Ml up bis own : hoy
tatked. the fake showed up o
the real G-man asked him for =
Job with the FBI
“You wouldnl fks it
LI a

nald
the laugh
urkﬂ.

“Oh, 1 Uke It all Tight. " Yeou '

Koleschatoe and Morosovks, li¢ in- N

uting Dutep chocolate and Rhineg

Higgm

Cargo Craft To
Be Constructed

under which Andrew . J.. Hig
New  Orieans shipbuﬂdat.
bulld “m large . number. o

carrylng nlrplsnca,~ for ﬂu

Neither the!: niiinber. of
nor the citimated:value: ofi
contract ggss disclosed,’: the'
partment  saying only' that
p!snu would be ‘built 6n-a’costs
plus-Iixed-Tee baslx and - the ' tatal:
outlay would amount . to . morg
than’ $5,000,000.

Attorneys for Higgins' sald
Ume ago that & contract: had:besh
negotfated for canstruction .of 1308,
cargo planes, - but ihere: wasi:nb.
confirmation of this:figure ‘in:
dcpartmem annou

Tho _department said.:: n«(
pianes” would be . butit hrxely
non-strategic materials,
size and the expected pes
data was not disclosed,

The contract was signed:by.

STORY OF THE
FIGHTING 19TH

ter year
actlon In ths -nuun; \bulcr
the Paclfio war, the Army's 19h

orations for heralsm,

Read about : this lllkl‘
ganlsation’s explaita: as:told
NEA Bervice Writer James: Cul:

linane in twe.graphle:s '
the first of which  appears 3
pago 10, .

Slightly
fower
iemporatures

{onight.

mest such interesting . people,



