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dut OFf Order

The Queslién Is One of Plain Fact, .
And Not One of Race o Unionism

If 15 to be cxpected. we suppose., that
e -National Association for the Ad-
ncement of Colored People and its
ekick, the National Federation for
nstitutional Liverties. should race-
gle all their undertakings. Both these
panlzations need to be informed, how-
er,ithat In matters of simple justice
d:fact the State of North Carolina
ognizes no arguments save those bear-
2, 'precisely. on simple justice and fact.
the Governor of North Carelina the
or of & man’s skin is no more a per-
asion- to lenience than to merciless-
53, X
There seems to be genuine doubt that
2 Negro William Weliman. convicted
Ifedell County of criminal assault
o a §7-year-old white woman and
ibenced ‘to death, actually was any-
ere ‘near Iredell County on the day
e attack was committed. Identification
him by the victim of the assault and
Negio woman employed by her son
8 positive enough to convince the
Y, as well as fair-minded newspaper
_in the county seat of Statesville,
it he was guilty beyond a reasonable
ubt; even so, records of a contractor
Fort Belvolr, Va., 400 miles away,
pw that the Negro signed a pay roll
ly:two or three hours before the
me took place, and Governor Brough-
A’ has had the signature verifled to
. own satisfaction. :

He has stayed the execution of the
igofier until March 5, 1943, and—

race-exalting organizations put’the case
of William Wellman to the Governor.

Iniroducing, with strict propriety, the
new evidence, counsel for Lhe National
Federation for Constitutional Liberties,
co-operating with the NAACP, pleads
that—

" ... The Wellman case has serlous
and widespread implications for good
or evll in the war effort, The grant-
ing to Wellman of a complete and gen-
erous opportunity to establish his inno-
cense will bulwark the confidence of the
Negro people in the sincerity of our war
aims and U\us strengthen the unity of all
Americans,

Supporting the appeal to the Gover
nor were a Jarge number of trade union
organizatlons, such as the United Can-
nery, Agricultural Packing & Aliled
Workers of America, United Electrical
Radlo & Machine Workers of America, .
United Office & Professional: Wolkers
of America-—as though they knéw “wheré
William Wellman was in the forcnoon of
Feb, 11, 1941, and as though the Gove
ernor would be any more Impressed
by thetr participation in the appeal than
he was by trrelevant references to the
war effort and the confidence of the
Negro people tn the sincerity of our war
aims.

A service has been done the State
of North Carolina -by the offering of
additienal factual evidence tending to
show the innocence of thls man. That
evldence speaks for itscif, and, unac-
companied, would have had the Gover-
nor's closest attention, But it Is offensive
to the people of a state, and must have
been to thelr Governor, for.the changes ©
to be rung on wholly exirancous con-
cerns lke the war effort and the con-
fldence of the Ncegro. The case comes
down to this: did Willlam Wellman com-
mlt the crime of which he was con-
vieted? If it is cstablished that he dld not,
he will be freed, and he will be entitled,
we think, to redress. If it Is borne out
that he dld, he will pay with his life
regardless of his color or his union af-

~*If my present Impression of the case
shiould be confirmed 1 should conslder it
my duty ks a matter of Justice to re-
eagc the prisoncr. Otherwise, it would
»¢ m¥- duty to decline nnother inter-
ention or stay of execution.”

-of course! Any Governor of
Carolina would have done no Jess
permm,ed himself, in view of ‘the
;o perplexity over what he shofld
¥& dotie. In a state which exaits equal
tice™ for all under the Jaw, such a
ifge was automatic. But now consider

s wheedling way In which the two ' fillations.
Nd 77 Correction
Ajter a Checkered Career the Crossroaders, Not City

Old Congress Passes Out

The 77th Congress came to the cnd
ite hectic career ingloriously, with
ar-empty balls and the fag end of
tilibuster blowing. Most of its
d . long since departed for holldays
home, so that there was no climax
finale for the body which had made
story, set records, acted a pageant
A Hved abjectly.
Its unneeded declaration of war was
s highr spot, but it had alse (1) sat
710 days and a record tnearest ap-
oach, the Congress of Andrew Johnson
867-68); (2) remade the world’s most
tpendous cconomy; {3+ been bullied
a President as never a Congress had
ore; (4} been barked at and almost
¥iled by the peoplie: (53 been declsively
irged by the voters: 61 given guicker
tion on natlon-shaking measures than
1y -other Congress. o
All in all, it laid the framework for
through legislatipn. There are stll

Slickers, Are Fictims

It was reassuring {o hear Alabama’s
rolling draw), resounding as an echo
ol 24 Votes For Underwood. The land
of and ds had tired
of the dragging argument over Wash-
Ington bureaucracy, and to set the na-
tion aright on the new question of the
century, Governor Frank Dixon iifted
his volce. He did so not In heat, but- 4
ealmly, as an carnest man might state
his rights,

For Alabama is of the persuasion that
the attack on the New Deal's maze of
burcaus has taken the wrong stant. In
Deep Dikle, the fight does not seem to
be between wide-eyed Hoosevelt-styled
Democrats and the fat industriali it
appears to be between the army of the
shightly daft ‘In Washinglon and the
peaple. of the crossronds, Alabama won't %
stand by any longer. It's not the ¢
slicker's neck at stake; this struggle §
also of vital concern to the country bo;
g Problems for the new Congress tin That, through a condemnation of bu-
hich Repubiicans wiil hold threatening  yeaus “waxing fat while the Tr
swer) but cantro! of manpower, prices,  w fean® was Governor Dixon’ e,
flation, revenbesiare already in oper; “It b al the erossroads thal the peopla
on.: The armed services are bullt 0 are bon, that their schools are placed:
sggering size, the Exceutive has'all the  that the o se American lives his life,
9“!" he needs ibut not all he wantsy 1t 45 crozsroads that the e
£ prosecution of the war. And most liakes —not In W
the wotk of the T7Lth was in projee-

the

Lol Amerie

X ton He didn't want Washingtan's of-
of - previous Jeglstation, fielows sel to forget that, or the cap-
0ng its memo: tearful Jeannette  tuins of fndustry, cither,

ankid, casting a sole vote for Uu daps; This questton of the future course of

the Government, of the threatening wave
-seenrity-for-ail pesurdless of

et belongs Lo provinckal Amerlen more
than to any other

wrowp or section. It
. for the farmer or
t alone, but for the

. small tinen people who are Ameriea. And
Men Norris of Nebraska and that at least puts the prowing struggle

of Virginia. thelr voices Hted 5l oy 4 new gronnd, down where 1t might
the :wheel-horses ) GEOTRe, e siipler Lounderstand.

HRayburn, Brown and Doughton. . Before Dixon, the litle pesple might
caldook back at the “7th (OF  puve grnned or shrugged at the sight
of & aprawing burean ealing up reh
meng Tonds. But after e suggestion
that their nic
ing the hydras alm .

‘Bmm: Josh X mun.mnm to
Prohibition's Tropn Horse int

b Ameérica was
haken 1o ity very founda-

et

.Note o be hung up with a Christmas
stocking: “Dear Banta; handle with
care. These are my last nylonu "

Platform Of The People

Senator Bailey Spealks

Editors, Tne News: ’
A8, TO voling 1 give the cightcen and pineleen

yenr old men one year's tralning before sending
them Into active scrvice, I did so because of a pro-
found Interest in our young men and thelr mothers
and fathers. It dld not at the time scem to me te bd”
Important that they should be taken from %choeol or
from thelr homes at their ages and thrust Into the
line of the Army or the Navy. It is not a pleasant
thing ever to vate for compulsory milltary service of
any sort, I voted for the Selective Service Acl but
dld 5o only becanse T was convineed of its necessity,
T did not think it was necessary to take the eightoen
and nincteen year old men and put them info the
line of battie without a full year's training here in onr
Jand. But the Army authoritles took u different view
and when they declared to the Congress that the
nmendment would disrupt all thele plans and tmpalr
the war effart, T acquic: This was In deference
to them and thelr superlor knowledge and ta the fact
that we must look to them to malntaln our couse
and win the war, They nre now proposing to train
these men one year In the Unlted States,

1 like to act upon my own Judgment as no
man is even well satlstied if he acts upon the
Judgment of others, bul one must defer o Lhose
upon whom the responsibiity rests, We cannot
divide the responsibility now, The Congresy can-
ot fight the war snd It cannol win {he war,
mast Iook (o the leaders of the Armed Forces—
and so I shail be found delng » good many things,
1 suspect, so long as the war lasts, in suppori of
the powers that be and in deference to thelr
superior knowledge and experience and beeause {
know the responsibillty is upon them.

Let me give you some Hlustrattons, ¥ read I the
papers constderable complaint abonl. General Eisens
hower dealing with Admiral Darlan, In that malter
1 defer absolulely to General Eiscnhower, He was
on the gronnd, He knew the situatlon. The respon-
Alblitty was upon him. He Js a good man. T did not
foel Hke eriticizing him or even ralslng a question ns
to his course,

Anothier fliustration—I have read In the papers a
great deal of complatnt about, Britlsh pollcy in Indtn.
1 do not think that polley Iy any of my busiess. Tam
willing for the British to attend to their own affairs,
1 see 1o other way to maintain the unity so necessary
to winntug the war. I do not think wo will win this
war unless we malntaln the unity fn our Nution and
Lhe unity as between our Nation and those who fight
with s,

Anather Wustration — during the Summer
there was quite a demand for an invasion of

Full Sh(md Afead

Qur Miracles

Europe by way of the AUantls coasis, T did not
think well of this agitation bl 1 ssid nothing. 1t
is a military question. 1 am willing to go slong
with (hose” who are Tesponsible and to asaist
them. . Beautime the plans to fight In Africa
were on fool—which was sound.

‘The policy which T have outlined i the only
polley for the successful conduct ‘of a War by a
democracy. We must asalst the powers that be and
not each of us try ta be a power,

When the responsiblity is upofiome in leglslative
matters and domesyle policies T will ssume that re-
sponsibility and gmake my decislons, but 1 am ot
a diplomnt “and Instend Just & legistator. T am not
n general or & strategist, but only a Senator. Let us
follaw the principle of Imposing responsibliity upon
the best men possible and then sustalning them, Wars
cannot be carried on by debating people or a debating
Congress. War is a matter for fnstant decislons, and
those declsions must be made by the responsible
authorities,

With all good wishes,

—JOSIAH W. BAILEY,
‘Washington,

N " Gy o o
Riissing Mysiery
L4 L
Coronet
'l‘HE tumult and the shouting about the “Chico
Miracle” has long stnee died down, but no expla-
netion hns been forthcoming.  In July, 1921, Tocks
began failing from the sky in a cerialn scction of
Chieo, Calif. The rorks were aval, varled in welght
from an ounce 1o over a pound. They alwaya fell
stradght down,

My Mareh,
naHnnnl fﬂm(‘
of “warm™ rocks: on the 17th, a deluge of stones de-
scended upon a crowd, Injurlng one man.

The police of Chico nearched for blackn
around the affected arca. They found nothing.
They statloned gunrds around dhe mecurded apot,
The rockn silll fell, Professor C. K, Studley trom a
local coliegn investigated and reparted In the San
Francisco Examiner that “The racks . . . could
not have been thrown by ordinary means.”

A fow months later. the falling stones stopped
ot “thelr awn accord. And the Miracle of Chico, defy-
ing months of careful investigation, passed from the
headiltnes.

1922, the Chleo Miracle had galned
On Mnarch 16, there was & heavy fall

Of Ol-dllance

By Raymaond Clapper

\VAS}HNDIOV

‘ 'RICAN military equipment Is showing up very

/ well on the whole, and superbly so in rome ls=

tances. There Is plenty of Invention and new design

Tond Yapldt Bnprovement. Wa have always been prout

of our mechanieal ingenuity but- a liitle apologetle
abiout our military Ingenuity,

Nobody can lake anything away from the
Hurricane and (be Spitfire or the heavy truck-
herse hombers that Britaln has made in numbers
thal would be astounding to our public, In fact,
considerlng the industrinl capacity with which
Brituin hegan the war, what she has done has
beefy an industriat miracte,

S0 when we brag it fa not to minlmize what
Britain and Russda have done Industrially. Tt is to
13y Lo sl strafght nur own achievement, which su stlil
o much- wnderrated In this copntry because of a de~
featist psychology sfter Peari Hurbor,

Our General Sherman tank has shawn ftself to be
sueh a good mousctrap that our allled soldlers want
nothing else~and the Sherman-1s going 10 pack an
even stifter willop before long, Generad Arnold says
we sre. going to bring new weapona into the alr war.
Factorlen are producing new weapons, new models,
new gadgets, tricky atuff llke that belly turret for the
Flylng Forlress that some of uz curled up in at the
Briggs Iaclory In Delrait:a few days ago. Ingenwity
In weapons scems possibly to be even greater..than
shgenulty fn commercial products, for bralns both
bz industiy and fn the seryvlees have gans in hesvile
behind the theory that If our men .are Just as good
s the Nazls, then the ones wita 1ne DEsL Wao,uas
WL win.

Army Ordnance and other producing branches
in the services are working very, closely with in-
dustey.  Primarlly the weapons are lhose asked
for by the using arms. .Ordnance goes out fo get

what the Armored Force, the Aruuery and other
branches want, Changes are :bsing:made con-
stantly—there are several hundred mlnor changes
pending on one airplane . model now.. Battle
sametlmes reveals need for wigulok ‘change, and
& heavier gun has to be  lmprovisedioul of &
weapon already In -production;: almont have
(o telegraph changes back from- the battleficld to
the factery lo keep really upto date;:

The Ordnance hranch 15 & kind of whipping boy
for the Army. although s taskisonly to get out the
weapons that the using arms want.. For Instence a
bl Inside Tow 13 golng on aver.the so-cailod trackless
tank. General K, H, CampbelliiChiet of Army Ord-
nance, 15 belng accused of kmlnn aff the trackless
tank beeause 1L was nol Invented tnside the Atmy.
Actually General Campbell revived Intercst in the
elght-wheeled trackless tank after i was scorned
by Armored Force officers n_year mgo, and ha got it
tested by s hoard of fleld officers from the Armored,
‘Tank Destroyer and Cavalry - forces, They- recom-
mended it bo dropped. The machlnery was too com-
blleated. they thought, for rough flold service,

When someone accused the Ordnance ehlef of
suppressing the inventioh, his relort was that he
would gt anything the Armored Force wanted.
“If the Armarcd Forco wante an 183-wheeled
vehlcle that whl run sidewlse, we'll try to got It
for. them,” General Campbell sald. .

ere must be close participation of the military
In production for the reason thmb changes In equip-
ment come nlmost on order now from the front, For
instance, if our fliers work out & new bombing trick,
ft-may requlre immediate changes In the hombs, by
telcgraph orders back to the h\cwry. The way war
{5 now, It leaves no plnce excepts for open and quick
minds, It's only In politics that you ean atill ges by
with talking in your sleep,

!

‘When' you”are denll.n(
big answer. G
Bome of -Hie paru.slnl of Brlu.ln, unfortunately, 0.
Little answer.” They polnt ol that - Britaln is:spending :
of money on the war.:They speak of Britain's bravery. in. terms which
would bring a bluxh w any:’ Brmsh cheek. They give character testimony,
as If they were trying to get’s: pickpocket off in police court:. England
is not under such moral attack’that she needs to have the grocer speak
» good word for her tq the ma
8o 1 would say to England'a defenders, first off, throw away your
agitation. Your case Is much betier than you make it sound. In de-
fending England against an isolatlonist, you do not have to say that
England has generally had a good character and been well spoke of in the
. nelghborhood, In defending England agalust someone (like inysell) who
wants India freed, you do not have to say, psssst, this is not Lhe time,
bring 1t up later. .
Let your hair down. To the isolatlonist, say simply that there
has beer# o world-wide, popular uprlsing against aggression, which
manifested lselt first in England, making that count olr only
major ally which declared war withaut walling to he aftacked,
haner Iacking to even Lhe U. 8., Russis and China. This world- whlu
Ppopular movement now rules British policy, maKing Briain an eut-
post for the peoples of every other antl-Axis natlon. This popular
manifestation is the true break between Brilain's past and her pres-
ent.. It makes her past as unimportant as the past of China under
the Manchu kings.

The free-India man can also be answered «why do I have to carry

both sides of this?) by unstuffing yourself, refusing to talk like s Prima /7 . In
Mlnister stuck with a mistake, and saying. with complete layman's cari= in
dor: “Britain happenr to have & great flghting leader, who happens to be o
a bit backward on the colonial question, She is dominated by a Conserva- ne
tive: House of Commons, elecled years ago by many voters now des iy
ceased, on lssues now forgotten. ~Isn't that a curious situation? Tt cer- !
talnly 1s. Yeb thats the apparatus with which England 1s flghting, and at
e must Tespect these democratic difficulties and hope for the best. The b
Indla issus makes It sl the more lmportant that we uho our support b
te the democratic impulse in England, and to England's f o

We need no formallty. We need 1o prissy answers. ’I‘hk s a peo- o
ple’s war, and the people have nothing up their sleeves. We need. ro b

clrcumspect high policy In our propaganda, It ks the special glory of t"'8
war that we can tell the whole truth. and still fight. The delense ~f
England It to relate, the brotherhood of the Engiish people wit™ 1
peoples tighting for freedom. Your litte Isolationiat will choke en At
answer.

Georgia Grins

In One Ear

vl
ol
Allanta Journal atructor satd, “What else dit' = 3 ;{‘
T a recent football game my IRKE that had & soul but no . X
uog  And had wings?” imeaving ai
24, et o et o 8 o0t B e moewered,
5o loudly that he became quite P
honrse, Finally he turned to  my ¥ aunt, while teaching b’ - B
l’::i’tﬂ:nb;rv;:::i Jsuid, "I belleve I've dorgarten In Baxbey 1t by
X ; (i
My Delgnbor assured him, *Don't  JgAT found Abwt most of §or -
worry. Youll flnd 1t in my gt pine; Tar pltow, ete, Ome 4 ¥
ear. ahewaa sireasing the fact th't
Intlon wa
farmer recently turned in iho proper pronunc .
A% sugar ration book lo the riin-dow, pi-low, and socen
ration .board In Athens, ex- i o e lausston - a
plaining that his wite, to whem By 10 by leaned
it was lssued, bad died two our-year-old hoy leancd aver ¢
e patore Pne “lody in and whispered loudly la an-
charge was very sympathetic, nllk\:l. i 4l:ﬂ she calls a horne
and expressed her sorrow aver & horse-o!
e reply was, DDIE. & Uitle neighbor hoy came
- 1 aln't hiad a ple In two by lo sto me when § was cons
ol - fined to bed several days with
¥ slx-year-old granddaughter, T .
whose father is a captatn &t Returning home he told bls moth-
a flying fleld, was belng coached T sick. “She has what my dog
recently before taklog her lirst 5" e sald.
communion. When the Instructor  "Wnat in the world do you '
nsked, “Who did God make?” she mean?” asked his mather.
replied, “Men and women.” The In- AW, you know, mother. Fleas”
Visitin’ Around
1t's Al Right Just 8o The Well-Diggers Know Which
(Handy ltem, Lexington Dispateh N i
We would llke to correct an error In the last wnek's news: Nolon
Smith Is baving a welk bored, and not Nelson Smith, Sorry for this .
mistake, .
P

Side Glnnce;

™

COPN. 1AL WY A BEPOL e Y. M. BUG. V. & PAT. OFF. ez
“You win this - ‘who's-too-tired-to-get-dinner . argiiment
every time—but I'm cramped up over: i -desk all-day"
while you're in a nice ajr-conditioned .war
plant .with - interesting things ‘going =
on ‘all, around you;l .




