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ASHINGTON. —(AP)}—
rican air forces in the
h Pacific were reported
he Navy today to be con-
ng their heavy bombard-
L of the new Japanese air;

at Munda on New
gia Island in the central
monz

que number 2

um P!clﬂu (Al datcn nrc
ongitude)

On December 13: -
) Ground actlon on Guadal-
Isiand was limited to routine
| nctivity,
} A lone enemy plane dropped

in the vicinity of

llrncld
) United States planes con-
1 bombing attacks on the
v installations and air field
unda.”
: Sunday attack. on. tho
a airfield as Teported today
ently was the fourth heavy
| assault made on
constructed as a buffer ‘and
ftensive mmn to the Ameri-
irfield o dalcanal
* Munda positions were first
ked on Dec. 9, according to
communiques,
ny Flying Fortresses again at-
d them on Dec, 11, when 155

attack, scoring
1,000-pound bomb hits on the
: strip and dropping 80 100-
mbs In the base Are
Amerlcan planes were lml
hose  attacks and there was

e first witness called by Solici
sltting a5 a commliting magistrate?
in a special investigation, wh(ch by
mid-afternoon, h ked the de~
Demacratic Bherlﬂ wlbh
broad liquor and slot machine

cts over the county for the past
three years.

Mrs, Stilwell's statement thit’
her husband had an appoint.
ment with Dale, then Bheritf,
at midnight before he was

and pointed toward revelatlons
duc to “blow the ud" off Dale’s
checkered off]

Mra. Stiliwell slld her husband

left thelr home about 11 o'clock
telling her he wnas hesded for|

the mceunz with Dale.

o next. day

scheduled to appear before s U. 8.
commissloner in Hickwry on a8
Federal lguor charge.

Mrs. Stilwell sald her husband
had been recelving 8§35 per week
for some time from Don Jones,

See DALE IMPLICATED on page 7

Ex-Sheriff Dale Of Burke,
Deputy Implicated In Probe

By STANLEY MOORE
Charletle News Speclal Writer

MORGANTON.—The wife of former Deputy Sheriff John Stilwell said today that
her late husband had an appointment with ex-Sheriff Paul
his bullet-riddled body was found on a lonelyroad here last July 17. Mrs. Stilwell was th
tor L. S. Spurl-mg before Judge Zeb V, Nettles of A hevnlle

K-SHEB.IFF PAUL DALE

/

Dale some six hours before

Nazi Forces
Still Slow
Progress of
Soviet Army

Reds Expected to
‘Deal Heavy Blows

By HENRY C. CASSIDY

MOSCOW. — (AP) — The
double-barrelled Russian of-
fenaive on the Stalingrad and
central fronts appeared to be
approaching a deadlock today

with the Germans unable to
get & sustained counter. offen-
sive rolling, but still slowing
the Red Army's progress
with vicious and repeated
counter’ attacks.

Rince the Russlan offensive start-
ed Nov. 19 on tho Stalingrad front
and six days lster on the Central

ry observers expressed be-
1iet, however, that any deadlock
would be shortlived. They sssert-
ed that u: tha Wlnltr decpened

ention of any
Dart of the Japsnese Zero
ers, tacls Which led to the
lation here that the Japs ap-
tly have not put the fleld
full operation and that the
ic command had chosen for
destruction the moment ot
h the enemy had expended a
mum of effort in creating it
ut yet belng sble to give it
inte protection,

nk Landing
ip Launched

NECA, Tl — (A — A large
tank landing ship of welded
sild Bldcwn)ﬂ lato the Ili-
waterwayn  yosterday  and
ed the' launching of the first

y golng craft of its type ever
in the Middle West,
val and civilian dignitarfes

ded the ceremony at the Chi~

Bridge & Iron Works ship-

s here which less thsn slx

hs- ago was s strip of pas-
and.

anese Airdrome at

gwe, Burma, Attacked
W - DELHI — (1) — Weliington
ers of the RAF attacked lhr
nese rirdroms at
on. Jast Tight, fcorlig hith on
ays  and  aircraft  dispersal
. l Brmsh communique an-

[ Lhu BrH.LEh ph\m‘n returned
the bulietin raid,

Older Men
In 4-H Class

New Sclective Service
Classification

WASHINGTON — (/M — Draft
boards across the nation had »
new selectlve zervice classification
—4-H—in which to placo regls-
trants from 38 1o 45 years of age
today.

Name of the new group was
announced during the week-end
by the Office of War Information
which fssued the following” Nst of
classiflcations:

1-A reglstrants avaflable for gen-
eral military service,

1-A-O reglstranta who ‘are. con-
selentious  objectors available for
nenscombatant military servico
when found ncceplable to the land
or naval forces,

1-O registranta who have been
inducted into, enllsted In, or ap-
pointed to the armed forcea,

2-A registrants who neces-
sary or essentlal in thelr civillan
activity,

-B

who are neces-

VEATHER

sary or essentinl to the- war pro-
duction, excluding agriculturs.

=% Report Sinking Of

Big British Ship
Vessel Carried Over 2,500 Including
1,800 Italian Captives; Many Saved
AN EAST COAST PORT — (AP) — A large British

ship carrying over 2,600 persons including 1,800 Italian

prizoners of war, was torpedoed and sunk off West Africa
last September survivors reported on arrival here.

newsmen  that
“present known survivors among
the passengers and crew totaled
1040 and that somo 350 Itallan
prisoners were rescued by “slx or
seven® submannes which surfaced
after the attack. One of the subs
was Jtallan, the others German.

Lass of the ship previously was
anuounced by the Brillsh  but
without any detalls,

The Navy released the mur-
vivors’ accounts today. The
sinking occurred as the trans-
port was on the last lap of a
voyage from Suez, where the
Htalians had been taken aboard.

Amons the ship'a 688 passengers
were about 50 wives and children of
Britlsh ~ervice men who were re-
turning home on leave or for hos-
pitnlization, " Most of the women

And children and 189 of the crew
Toemibers were saved. survivors res
ported.

SET FREE .

Elghteen Mticboats were Inunched.
and the occupants of fourteen o
the boata were pleked up after
flve days by & French warship. The
warship landed the survivors eight
dnys later ot Casabanga, where
they were placed In Internment
camps. they sald, untll set free by
the arrival of the American Ex-
peditionary Fm‘ce in Africa eatly
in Noveml

Survivnrs bm\!khl here sald they
¢id not know the fats of the nc
cupants of tho ether four life-
boats. K

Thr attack camo without wam-
ng {n the evening rafd the senlor
tirat officer, of Liverpool, Eng-
1and. Two torpedacs, two minutes,
apart, ntruck squarely in the sec-
tion of the transport where the
Itallan  prisoners were quartered.
Many priconers trled to rush the
liteboats but were driven back by
guards armed with bavonets, e
first offlcer related. adding that
other Itallans smnshc\d portholes,

fee BIG BRITISH on.page 1

Crewmen  told

Nazi Dutch
Chief Named

Mussert Becomes Neth-
erland’s “Fuehrer”

deslgnated Anton Mussert, an ob-
scure Dutch Nazi poittician, “Fuehr-
er” of the Netherlands people in his
“new Furopean order” and Axia
radios followed Up the announce-

France under Marshal Henrt Pe-
tain ts moving closer to co-opera-
tion with Germany.

Pctain, these an
sald, has mgreed to Hlllcrs pm»
posal to ralse a new French
“capable uf imsuring the safety of
France and her colonial emplre.”
At the same time, Fighting French
sources hero sald, Hitler has de-
manded 400,000 ¥French workers for
Jabor in Germany.

The clevation of the Dutch
Quisling  Mussert was  announced
by Arthur Seysz-Inquart, German
commissioner for the Netherlands
who obviously wlil continue to rule
the country.

Mussert, whose Dutch Nazi party
failed ‘o0 m any  spectacular
headway even afier the Germans
occupicd the country, whl try to
convert the extremely independent
and outspoken people to the Nazt
way of Hle, iL Is expected. His
tenure as -Fuchrer s expected to
depend on his success {n thls task.
NEW DECREES

Beysz-Inquart a1so announced that
Mussert's participation in the Gov-
ernment would brjng forth a new
series- of decrees, Observers sald
this probably means new. oppres-
sive measurcs agalnst the Jews in
Halland, & course which Mussert
has sdvocated over strong -Dutch
oppasition since the country was
occupled, and other laws following
the Naz! line.

The *Russian news agency
‘Tass reported from Stackholm
that Hiller had demanded the
mobllization of 250,600 Dutch-
men for the German Army.

Seysz-Inquart also disclosed that
as a precaution ngafnst Allled in-
vaston he would “move’ certaln of
wy_ departments and certain de-
partments of the Dutch adminis-
tration” from the Hague, where
they were “within easy reach by

LONDON—(P—Adolf Hitler haa|®

ment with reports that pawerless |

than B.uman :he opportunlty
would come for the Red Army

deal heavy new blows before ﬂ'l
German command could exuum
its forces now it difficulties be-
tween the Don and Volga Rivers
wost of Stallngrad and  around

Rzhev,

The Red Army has massed ar-
tiflery along its newly-won lines
and is bnttering enemy concentra-
tlons south and west of Stalin-
grad and keeping up a protective|
fire northwest of the city while
the Russians consolidate thelr po-
itlons.

WEATHER MILD

The Germans, who wire caught
unprepared o year ago by an un-
usually severo Winter, had better
luck this year. The Winter has
been mild so far, permitting thems
keep their tanks in operation.
Although the flrst snows have fal-
ien, they have left only a thin
coat and heavy, clogging drilis
have not yet occurred.

There are no  signs, ho'r-
ever, that the enemy has bee
able to Imprave his pwunn
between the Don and the Volga

slnce the start of the Red
Army offensive.
Desplte the loss of 100,000 men

In thelr zelge of Stalingrad and
94,000 more in_the Stalingrad area
during the Russian offensive—
flgures announced officially by the
Russians-—-the Tmans were able
to lounch “a powerful attack with
considerable forces” south of the
city yesterday, a communtque said.
The Russians reporied that
this attack and threo subse-
queat  counter - attacka  weve
thrown back with the Germana
losing some 98¢ officers and
men.

GERMAN TOLL
A special week-end

RETREATING — General
Rommel, whose fame as the fox
of tho desert has withered un-

der the slashing attack of
Britain’s hard-hitting Eighth
Army was reported today as
continuing hia reirest towards
Tripoly, failing to glve battle at

Retreats We
With British
Close Behin

;:ued by the leading elements of our forces," Bnh;h

Africa Corps Put to Flight at
El Agheila at “Little Cost”
By GEORGE TUCKER

tacks and steady land pregsure have broken:Marshal
mel's fortified line east of EI Agheila and sent the remn
of his Africa Corps into a fresh withdrawali

EI}I‘ Noflxha, 90 miles west of that strategxc cenber ithe
ish sal

today.
e enemy i8 retreating westward, relen tlese]

0

ast Hi ters announced.

Aghetla.

LONDON,:— (AP} —

Nutcracker Jaws
Closing On Axis

Eighth Army Drive Coincides With
Air Assaulis in Tunisia

The jaws of an Allied nutcracker | Ta
offenawe closed tighter today around - Axis forces battlmg

‘The broken -Axis:lins had
anchored nt 1 Brega, on the
of Birte 30 :miles: northeast

tured at K1 Brigal
The precice atatus of

enemy’s strongholds in Tunisia,
e oagerly lwnltcd m:wn that,

the Eighth Army hi med ¢
push came in & bﬂe! cfllnlnl an-
nouncement from. Cairo that Mar-
shal Rommel's forces had 0
driven from strong positions at El
Aghella and were retreating toward
Tripoli, 400 miles to the west,
GREAT ASSAULTS

‘The announcement followed swift-
Iy dispatches from Tunisia report-
ing that American Fiying
and Blily Mitchell bombers had un-
Ieashed the mightlest assaults of
the campaign on' the Axis-held har-
bors of Blzerte, Tunis ard Sousse.|

‘The ralds exemplified the grow-
ing strength of the Allled air forces|
in Tunlsta, where British and
Amerlcan troops were reporied to
have beaten back another German
attempt to turn their right flank
ta the vicinity of Medjez El Bab, 35
miles southwest of Tunis.

Axis attempts to rush-equip-
ment and supplies to North Al-
rica met another setback, mean-
while, with the disclesure that
Britlsh sabmarines had sunk four
more enemy lnpply vessels, in-
cluding an ed  merchant
grutser, In e Mediterrancan.
Approximately 900 miles atill sep-

arates the on-rushing Eighth Army
from the British glrt Army and
the American and’ French forces|®
fighting by its side in :Tunista.

Aliled hopca that : thia dlsbwcc
might

sald that 169,000 Germans had
been killed and 74.500 captured
since the start of the Stalingrpd
and central fmn'- offensives less
than a month

The Red Army ldded 490 more
Germans to this toll west 'of Rehev
on the centrpl front yesterday in
[repulsing counter-attacks, the
mldnlxht communique reported. In
the reglon of Vellkle Lukl, where
the Russians have advanced to
within 90 mlles of the Latvian
border, an enemy battalion suc-
ceeded n pushing back advanced
Russlan units, but was surrounded
later and now faces liquidation,
the Russiana said.

Russlan  trool " have occupled
several enemy strongholds west of
Rzhev in the last four days and
killed about 700 Germans, the mid-
day communique said, Only 75
prisoners were taken, but n large

8Beo NAME DUTCH on page 7

quantity of material was selsed,
it was’ reported.

FARMERS
Not ccessary or essential men
in_ agriculture.
quite 3-A registrants with dependenta,
engaged In lean essentlal industry
20 or less essential agricutture.
. -B registrants with dependents,
cold engaged In an activity necessary
to llc\u war production program.
3 I’ERL!LI’II"L! W“.h dependents
tonlght, engaged in osae
4+-A xcglsusnm WhO before in-
ay's Temp.: H, 37; L~ 20 ductlon have become 45 years of
set Today __. uxe, slnco lhey reglstered.

rise Tomorrow 8:24

ditlonal U, 8. Weather Bureas

will bo found en page 1.

4B nta who aro

uprcmcany by the law its
4-0 registrants who are allens

ot o nrmed forces

ldckn'cd

e :,.| i \~‘\

or who walved their righta to be-
come citizens
serviee.

4-D reglatrants who are minia-
ters of religlon or divinity atu-
denta, . N

o avold mllitary{’

Fate Of Damaged Jap Task Force
Remains szden After New Battle

WASHINGTON-~(7}—Fate of a
damaged Japancse destroyer’ task
force which sought lo strengthen
Nlpmn‘l Liolated _ fingerhold _in

4R who are eh
tous . objectorn avallable only for

.
<

g EBa 5
C’Ihmtnus

hbf])

service In civilian work of national
importance.
4-F registra
1y,..morally, . or phyﬁicll)y unace
ccpt-\h]a to the armed
4-H _reglatrants . who ll’e ‘38 o
45 :years of Bge. New class,

remlincd hiddcn today the
wake of a {lursy of Alllnd offen-
sive blnws all along Pacific mmn

nta who ars mental-{ poln!

‘At loast,one of eleven dneroY-
ora was m nd r to

Annd .

sluggers. Navy officers

sent to a watery grave as a rcquL
of the action.
But, whether some nf the de-
stroyers . weathered  the  two-day
storm of blows late last week and
reached thelr beleaguered Solomons
tpost with aupplies: and troops
was not stated In the Sunday Navy
communiqus  which abia told of
other American attacka In > the

deven -others . were known' to have
been hit by -American ‘so: 3

o

said  noysky
doubt hundreds of Japanese wereiNorth Paclfic.

ene 83 well a3 8

stab In  the Winter-locked

_ Tn the Buna area of New
Guinea, too, the Japs were on
the recolving end s Allled
Forces poured a torrent af ar-
tllery - and_meriar shells Ints
enemy penitions. Allied Mead-

quartern in  Ausiralia, which
reported  the  shelling, said
fighting  planes bed A

See FATE OF en page ¥

were
bolsmcd howover,iby ‘the fact that.
Romme] ja g Back
poorly suited :for S PUrposes.
Vlst damage: WaS reported done
“Tripoll . by Ameritan - bombers
vmlch subjected two terrific

- Blast Axis

Troop Train

French Guerrillas Score
Tunisian Triumph

Al ™

LLIED a
NORTH AFRICA—(P—American
and British artillery have brokenjern
up & German motor column north-
cast of Medjex E1 Bab, it was an-
nounced today, while the Prench
High Co Tunisis _re-{ Bei
pomd destruction of an entire

traln by French guerrilisaj
perlu.n[ be!.ween 8fax and Sousse.
no cllbor:um o!
the n:rnrcnct to the Allied -1my,
lery action in this dispatch, whlch
cleared  throt

milttary censor-
ship) o
A spokesman at .the Prench
Army Headquarters of Oeneral
Henri Honore Giraud satd 282 out|gi
of 300 troops on the traln between
Sfax and Sousso  were  killed,
‘wounded or, clplurcd when a mine
cxplodtd on the tracks an
hidden at the side opened|
fire with machlue-guns.
He also reported that one IH'I-
model Prench armored
few French xmtorcyclhu wlm
merican  air- support hroke - .up
and captured an entire Italian
armored cohxmn near Faid, in cen-
tral
“egur }‘rench troops encoun~

See BLAST AXIS en page T

FORT DES MOINES, Towa—
—The ;WAAC : slrlp-teaser In
aut of thé Women's Army. -
The ‘glamorews gltl who was
bitled ‘5t7a Dea Molnes theator
as - Amber ‘d'Georg, of Holly-
wood, but was identifled later
by WAAC ‘officiala ax Kathryn
Dorks Gregory, 52, Fort Worll
Texan,. an AWOL member .
{ho  Women's, Atmy Aum-ry
Corps, was today.
The WAAC tnlnln( sohosl
announced Mra. Gregory had
been plven a disoharge “other
than  honorable” following =
court martlal at which three
WAAC third_ officers (second
Jeulenants) formed the court..

n iclals - sald " M
- Ul ai the WMC

hospllal whem she  has

under treatment for a nlﬂ
back fnjury,. but.was well no
an to va the
Tessrvatlen  prompily.

16 was' dinolessd M

Gregory's was the necond dis-
charge from the WAAC. The
name of the first defendant

‘was not disclosed.
WAAC ofticers sald the preity
brunette would be given an al-
mile -

she  enlisted.
civillan ehlhln‘. ahe witl be
provided the

portions .l a 'WMO Iullﬁ-. :
o




