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Dur Greatest

When our newsboys bawled thelr ex-
last night they weren't just exer-
ng their Jungs. The brash brokers
good news had something to sell.
) smashing American victory in what
Pprobably the greatest naval engrge-
eiit of all time ranks as news second

ce, the terrible destruction dealt to
sJapanese navy rivals last week's
of U, 8, forces in North Afriea.
i marks no second front, but it is
raly. to make one possidle, It doea not
5 the war, but 1t assuredly cuts It
. It was the fimal thrilling an-
t0 the old whine, “Where s our
#2" Yollowing the victorles of the
Bea and Midway, the heavy blows

“only that the real Jap surrxce
pgth s all but spent.

‘Alresdy counted are 23 destroyed en-
‘vessels (eleven -of them warships),
the report of one engagement is
come, That runs the total of Jap
to 366 for the war—and according
30 the: best estimates of Navember, 1941,
Lad only 288 warships, afloat and
ng. Most .of those now resting
‘thé bottom are merchantmen, trans-
0! md cargo ships,

Chester Nimitz was even more
than ‘most laymen at home,
they brought down everything
had.” Which wduld mean that Jap
in the Bolemons sre doomed,

‘oo Many Cooks
The Government Has an  ~
Army of Jobholders

rising tide of, waste at home,
ng pace with a growing army and

drawn the full nttemlun of an im-
nt Ci Un-

the enemy In the Solomons can’

ering stockpile of new munitions, -

Vietory

Smashing of Japunese Armada Opens Way
For Real Offensive Action in Pacific

because no mafor forces remain to take
them help. It would also mean that the
way haa been opened for an American
drive acrosa the Pacific, not pausing at

- each istand, in an attempt to bring the

Pacific war {0 an end.

The action was apparently the climax
of the Solomons battle, and brought it
to an end within the predicted thirty
days. It opens American supply lines,
makes the Bolomons and New Guinea
safe for the time, at least. It also offers
our High Command the opportunity of
making new declslons, Now that the
Navy has almost completed the task
set before it at Pearl Harbor, there ta
a chance for bold actlon, With only the
remnants of & Jap fleet left afloat, a
great force might drive lts way toward
the heart of the Co-Prosperlty Sphere.

Some headlines, some reactions, will
lead Amorica to belleve the Pacific war
is done. It s not. It lies ahend 8s a
terrifie, bloody struggle, But in the way
of victory now stands a vastly inferior
naval force, an undetermided number
of land-based- planes in scattered bases,
and & well-tralned army spread over the
ontire Orlent. If the war agsainat Hitler
must come first, then Japan may be
safely held. Bhe ls. not likely to come
back for more in & blg offenalve thrust
by ‘sea. And there 18 the opportunity
for American offensive action, if and
when the Army and Navy planners want

t,

Empty Threat

The Senate. Undisturbed
" By Bilbo’s Prediction

In the Benate last week Bilbo of Mliss-
1ssipp! was holding forth ad infinitum et
tedium against the proposed bill to out-
law the poll tax as a requirement in
elght Southern states (among them

vu:u-us Senator Hnrry Byrd, the
t Committee on Reduction of Non-
ntial Federal Expenditures, herein-
1o be designited by Its short title
[CRNFE, has already begun deiving
to the back drawers of bureaucracy;
‘even the preliminaty figures serve

M\mve of refent Increases (an esti-
w 3,000 dally), the U. 8. Govern-
ent employed az of 8-31-42 almost
e million civilian workers. If you
ude . Jocal and state government
ers, the total runs over five million,
clalms Senator Byrd, is more than
tho soldlers, saflors and marines in
today.
e Committee expects to be able to
soon that virtually all of the 81
ate Government. agencles (there
but 30 In 1018) are over-man-

) for voting in elections for
Federal offlces. Bilbo and hia colleague,
8cnator Doxey, between them had con-
sumed Just about the entire Benatorial
day, when the llittie man got down to this
ease:

“, .. You are putling the fInishing
touches, I verily belleve, upon the auc~
cess of the Democratic Party, of which
I am a member; and I do not deny be-
g & party man. I say that becauss
the Nntional Democratic Party will not
Iinve a ghost of a chance in any clec-
tion to eclect n President or to control
the affalrs of the Government unless
1t Is backed up always by the Bolid South,
and this plece of lrgislation will do miore.
to lose the South to the Democratic
Party than any leglalation that hoa been
brought forward In 160 years, Mark my
prediction.”

This was an srgument that the boys
could understand, and 1t was nlcely cal-
culated 6 rouse thelr chivalrous in-
stincts, Bui the Senate was heedless of

are doing ove

5 and generally getting in the way.
he indicated remedy i3 a combina-
'o{ agencies, new assignments of

nthe public payroils., The  costly
diness - of “hirlng everyone In sight
yped naturally into wartime from
Deal days, but has so' dangerously
tgrown Stself that it must be stopped.
drink to the success of that Joint
imittee, which may yet effect a
e, .

And Swuddemn

“Bfrange &s it may seem. a gond many
lé in the United States are alive to-
Because of the war. In the three
&r years of 1030-40-41, more thun
00 ‘persons in the United States
killed in automobile nceidents. The
erit year is certain to show a declded
site Jn the average of 35000 deaths
arlotte, s0 far, four deaths against

rooafler the full effects of the
al: 36-mile speed limit have had
to befelt, the savings in hu-
e Will Bs gstonishing,

_end and the return to the old
(oing places are likely Lo pro-
gueationi:for the people of the
answer.  1n fine, shall we re-
that:Xills, or teke 1t
- bop matian-wide lmit of
willes an -hour?

es,- and the dropping of thousands

ity ‘up to this time last year) and’

incomplicated question. .

the 's awful prophecy. It
had a"gesture to dellver, was all prac-
ticed for It, and it had the decislon of
the Democratic leadership to bolster any
who wavered.

The declslon: that the Negro votes the
party plcked up In industrial centerd
might turn the halance of the next elec-

tion, whereas the South, not beyond of- .

fense, was so steeped In its Democratic
tradition and so tightly organized by
Btate Democratic machines that it could
not break away if it wanted to.

. L
Life

" Shall We Benefit By Our New Gains

Or Turn'Back to Sudden Death?

The habit of speed is hard to break,
Speed of automotive transportation is
 large factor in commerce, particularly
in the competitlon of busses and trucks
with traln service. The speed of gete
ting there and back enters into many
bustness and family caiculations.

Up to the time when war and the
rubber  shortage Intervened, America
had indulged ltself In wastefulness not
only of tires and gasoline and engines
but of lives. Statistles, gory warnings
’nd campaigns of all kinds wera un-
avalling against the urge to press the
e¢eelerator down to the floor—and cut
the ‘wind! The present enforced con-
servatlon ls an experiment thal may
or may ‘not catch on, and our guess s
that it won't. But If therc are beneflts
to be perpetuated into the untationed
days of the future, nown the tlme to
begin thinking of thcm

b

* hews from you,

»

A CONURESSIONAL mmmum of the Solomion.
Islands cempaign is advocated by Republiéast
House Leader Martin and some others, Nothing ceum
be miore unfortunate mm o nm ulh‘

1 hﬂHM«
Ere mldst, of Botim.  wie are engaged in & 3
campalgn In the Solomons—and now we have added
the North- African edmpaign,
lmdnnhlcdly Admlnl Ernest J, King; c¢om-
mander of the Untied Siates Fleel, ln‘ other high
naval oftiders will be willing to give s sniall group ™
in elther Houss, 6 Naval Commiitees, & pls-
ture of whal has happened. Bui to altempt &
full~dress Investigntion extandisy over & period of
days would be & disasireus thing.
First, we are in the midst of the fightl
the Paclfic and tho Atlantis, The
action raises mnny new problems becatise ships ani
!upplle! must be diverted to suataln that campnlgn
1t will tako tha full ingenulty of our conithand to
waga both campalgns at once. Their full time 15 neoes-
snry‘ “They should hot be dsked to spend hours day
after day in committee rooms at the Cabpitol when
they ought to be at their desks to give instant de-
clsiona on the messages that are coming in at all
hours, ‘They are In the midst of operations and
should glve their whole time to it.
8econd, any kind of full-seals Inyuiry now
would have 1o’ be eecret, Questions to - be
answered would concern ourrent operailons and
would invelve discusslng milliary information of
4he smost secrei nature and of the uimost cur.
rent Interest to Japsn, Perhaps thls coold be
kept bohind closed doors, but it 13 taking & long
chanse In a full-scals inquiry that might continue
for many days.
Third, our high command consists of human be-
ings. They cannot glve full sattentlon to current
operations if they must be worrylng at the same time
about a premature post-mortem. you ever it
down to write a column and have the boss raise helt
with you in the middle of it and then try to get
golng sgain? It is true in any kind of work. Admiral

in-nolh v

' L Rivet Them Down

Under The Nazns

‘the warld ln Pegler's immorial tag

There 1e'a ot mu'lu'mbl:d“":r'mm‘m‘i
There iz & 1ot o n every AN
there may be in Admiral King. 4

Anywiy, 8 Congressional’ Invaltlnuun lm‘t soing
o win the Sofomona’' campalgn L ‘ensily
interfere with winhing it, We-are not wirml the
Pdcitic wer. And n Congresalonal lnvnuntlen 1n't
going to win 1t mhar. Bhips and men and supplies,
and a command fres to concenmu on that, will.
win §% if itNs won.

‘Thers I8 plenty of rooms “tor Cannnnlnul in-
vestigatlona of many aspects of the war—for dons
stant scrutlny of productlon mnnuemnt, of
manpower handling, even of a Kood deal of
Army-Navy programming,
Into current’ eperatlons you arp dragging inte

the wlfness chalr the mien who are busy fighte

Ing the war rnd upon whom we depehd to win It

I don't think Admiral XKing or anybody elss is
good enough to win thia Pacifio campalgn with one
hand tled behind his back during s Congressio
investigation.

—By Herblock
] o

France RBatiles’ Famine

Aug. 18, 1942,
The Chrlstlan Bclence Monitor
EAREST C.:
Your blessed’ letter of June 21 arrived two days
Tt docs make my heart less heavy when I get
T brought ald Marie to my roam to
share my joy with her, The dear old woman is los-
ing her strength for Jack of proper nourlshment. I've
decided to take her nway from here for a fow days
to rest body and mind: ulso she will not have to kil
herselt to find tho food for the rabbits, (Marle i
7 years old.)
¢ Tms never been such & drought In France;
lhr- springs and spall rivers are dried upi - We have g
oL caten any green vegetables this Summer, no one
lins. therefora toen bl to conserve for the Winter:
Do butter; na checse. ‘The,cows have nathing to cat,
they are kept alive with the leaves of treey,
won't tast long, for the leaves slready tarned yeliow
in June, The norlh of France has dally rain so
Normandy has a splendld harvest, but that won't do
us any good. -

Mr. G. spent two woeks herc; he has been
working hard in the Bouth ta put In condllion 3
targe bit of land and he had had goad results until
& telephone nformed hlm that a tornado had
destroyed and torn everything, even played haveo
irith tho olive treea, You know olives glve frull

ag

only every other year—tihls was the frull year,
Tialt ‘devastated cverything. 8o 1L goes; it Is
uncanny! We hava had to kil two-thirds of our

. atock. Thia worry s grealer at present than the
anxlety about war.

We are planning now lo grow our wheat Hke a
vegelable, sowlng it gralt by graln, then replanting
i every 40 centmetlcrs, then hocing 1t (prabably
meaniig to sepurate 14 as often as roots sprout. 5o
aa to get [0 or 60 heads for one grain, Thls would be
llke & vegetnble, not requisitioncd, and the hurvest
ean be kept by the peopla who cultivate 1t ‘Ihis
would allow families to have a few kilos of grain,
which could help.

Here, wo Bre auxlous 1o be able. lo Rlvr two
spoonfuls of germinated wieat to our youngsters
ench day. It {s the only cerés] which s abloto sl-
leviate somewhat’ our deficlency in f We are
trylng the method.

Then our next worry is whal lo wear ep our
foot? Wooden eales with a fow strapa around
are not ldu\h lhny hurt, dop’t remaln In place,
and wpn't do for the snaw. In a long war, Kok~
Ings and shoes always dlsappear fiesl. Tho prosent

. - ¢

uphenvnl has deprived us of nearly everything:
we cannot now buy any linen, no underwear; no
top wear, Ona slik nightgown was to be seen In
Lyon last week at a Dprice of 3,800 francs! There
are no needles, no eafely pins, no paper envelopes,
and wo have turned ‘them tnside out for many
weeks; ne biwe. Not only working clothes are
imponsible to get but cxpeciant mothers cannot
tind anything fo buy for the coming bables; they .
have tickets bul tannot get the goods;

Now our Kons are moblized, hefs of the laying
age, Each hen is to glva the Government 38 eggs por
year as follows:

Flve eggs in April: nine In May: alght in June;
five i July; three in August; two in:Seplember, ete.

Esch big fann will have to be sun by an expert
accountant!

Life In the city ia still:more compllcnwd‘ I
passed one Rfternoon In Vichyion:my way ‘to Lyen:
I had severfil appointments whlch delalned me until
sovern My traln was to start at 4:48/the next morning
and 1 was 1o be on I the greatsr part of the dey.
I rushed to buy some brend for:my irip, the baker
sliops were closed: poople were:in the;n working,
bread was on the sholves but no one would open.

1 went from onc shap to angther, trying

doarn, showing my tcketa througl the window
panes, erying loudly that I.would be on the train
{he next day and would have nothing to eal,
Finally & woman hehind me on the sldewalk hoard
me and aald: “Come 1o my home, Vli give yon
the onc 1 have” Of course I refused, bul she
Insinted. .

“No baket wili cpen now, they have enly the
fresh bread tonight And must sell only ‘stale,
come with mo; 1 can do withaut bread tonight mnd
Tl get some carly tomorrow; plarse accept my offer;
T know what it 15 to be slone on. tho rosd an
U()nl hunger, 1 am a refugee from the North.”

Flnally 1 accepted, she had two sllces loft and I
tonk onc, The Inexperlénced traveler has many surs
prises though all are not quite ax pice as that one.

Deustedly, L.
Unoccupled Frante.

Tm'lny’ﬁ Bible Verse

@God never stops speaking if we Haten and ob-
Enrvu Spenk Lord for Thy servant hearcth.—I -
anm

But when - you nl -

! "You've urtlinly got the 1daa, gxrlsl Since that war
plant has started ts night shift, your
egg output has doubled!”

Gas War ' o ,

Ickes-Hlenderson.

. By Paul Mallon

WASHINGTON
QOME fancy tnside sdministrative clawing. attended Mr, Jckes' recom=
" endation to Donald Nelson that fuel and gas rationing consumps
“tio be curtailed more sharply in the
As Fuel Co-Ordinator Ickes knew (but the pubuc dld m:t) Chl
Hendemon Office of Price Admin had
kes reeommendntlon in, ndvmca oonmlhﬁom.
OPA did not want any further curtallment, and not a
deerease in gas coupon valucs to three instead of four gallons (a 2§
per cent cut.)
® There was much fnner tilling back and forth between them,
hefora Mr, Ickes toid Nelson the East would be short abeut 80,800
barrels of gasolino a day snd 135,000 barrels of oll—apparently
lesving tha declslon as to what o do abeul It up to Mr, Nelson.

But Mr. Ickes ook gome steps on the side to sssure action. He
privately told the major ofl compnnlu Army and Nnvy nquena m\uf-
be glven prior consideration before
proposing to leave lesa gas and fuel for publu: dmrlhuuon. dupiw DPA
Officlal reason for the new curtallment commotion ta thnt, the Navy

and Army now want thelr ofl and gas delivered on the Eastern seaboard.
Up to the African campalgn, they filled their Atlantic needx lu-xely at
Gult porta,

Also, the transportation situatlon is showing slgns of deteriosation.
Only a few ocean tankers, so elow 83 to be of no uze 0 the Army and
Navy, are atill in privaté operation, Rallroad tank cars are showing
the wea? of the terrific pace and repair shopa are crowded.

But fome steps besides cutting coupen values can be {aken.
A grest leaknge n unnecessary consumption la supposed fo cxist
In “8" books, On Dec. 1, all such commercial users will be
rationed on s basts of mileage used, Instesd of coupon values.
This in taelf may make up the shortages Ickea foresses.
While the fuel and gas situation is darkened beyond expectatiods
for Winter, drastlc action sgatnat coupon holders 5 likely to walt,

Labor Speaks Out

That Truman Committee roport demanding that the unlona go to
a 48-hour week for war work was writien by a unlon labor mah, Benator
Kilgore, of West Virginla, who ia considered & mine worker l‘tprmn-
tative. New Dealing Senator Jim Mead 2 also on the :ommmce which
has a strongly pro-Administration reputation.

Not only from this, but from other Congressional evidence, )t i
becoming plain the 40-hour week srrangoment is fo be changed.
Obviously, the Government canndt iry a draft ef manpower or take
Tany fitm steps to promote war productlon 1u that way, with unjon
labar enforing & 40- hour week, and working on ihe aversge
42.5 hou

This question, howaver, is primarlly a matter of pay, Time snd
a half or dauhle time 15 gencrally paid above 40 houra to union men.
The nilners, for instance, who untll recently have been on the five-day
week, are now going to work nix, but they will get time and n half for
the sixth day.

This practlce opposes every Administration purpose—ths holding
down of Income to prevent inflation, price limitations to keep duvm
Lving costs, .

Silence Greets Maas
Qulctude waa the snawer lo ' hot
deploring the inefficlency of our naval war effort ln mu Pacific, but his
views represented what many Congresamen, “perhaps s  majority,
roally think, snd have been saying among themacives.

Demooratic” Representative Lyndon Johneon of Texas has prd-
Vlkly taken somewhat the sams view, so It cannot be consldered
a 'political ml“.er. No one has taken up ihese charges, howeyer, for
several reas The Naval command has been changed since the
“slesping crulser“ and other iholdents cccurred mnd naval ceme~
muniques have been Isaued more promytly the past few wecks.

Also, the question of a unilied Pacitic command is strictly Mr,
Roogevelt's problem alone, He s the only one who could join Mac-
Arthur's efforts and the Solomon Islands campaign under one head,
and apparently hie takes the position they are folned through him now,

No observer can express any intelligent concluslon as to how right
or wrong Maas was, in the light of the Naval facts that have been
made public. - The Navy has given otit less news than any other Gov-
ernment war bureau in town since the war started (and before) and,
n this case, decllned to make even unofficlal comment.

Visitin® Arvand

That Wasn't Currency, That Was Capilal
(37 Years Ago, Transylvania Timea)
What about a man who offers to pay for m year's subscription te
thc sylvnn Valley Nows snd when wo make out hiis receipt he offers us a
00 bill to change? Aa wo had just deposited we could not change the
mn but If he had not been bigger than we were there would have been
a scrap right then and there. Do you think we would worty ourselves to
death trying to got people to buy essence of the brains distilled In our
offlce if we had change for a ono hundrad bill?

16 Plus 28 Is 44«-He's Twe Years Early
. (North Wilkesboro Hustler)

W. A. Wheeling of Charlattesvilie, Va,, nrelved one d;y Inst week to
visit his brother, Henry Wheeling, near Etkville, a couple of weoks,
This is his first vislt to hia former home county aince helo slxleen yenrs
ago In 1920,

Overshoes Underfool
{37 Years Ago, Transylvania Times)

We wonder if L would not have come a little cheaper to the
cltlzens of Brevard if they lind hired hands to fix up the sldewslka
than Jt~has been to have tholr overshoes dug out or loal.

Must'a Fell Farward
(wealny Chapel item, Monroe Journal)
Mr. John A. Hecrest had the mistortune of faliing from a wnnrm
and hurting hia collnrbonu and soveral riba, Wo hope him a spoedy

. recovery. .

‘The Hure-Thing Beiter I
(37 Years ARo, Transylvanin Times)
u nny pcrwn has any spare change they would like to' wager
J, Bryan will not be Proaident of the United sum it he
uvca. lct. them somo aroupd and wa will pover thelr plu
.Has She Tried a Mustard Poylilce? °,
b {Bouthmont item, Lexington Dispaich)
rs. Woodrow Zimmermen, who spralied her un‘d& some time |
a0, 1 still feellng the offects of i, we regret lo atate,

-
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