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he Enemy
First Clash in Tunisia Finally
Pits Americans Against Naxis

Today, at last, we are for It. After
efeven months of war, United States
‘soldiers have met the Nazi leglons in

first of the long series of bloody
Battles that stretches ahead to war's
0. In Tunisla, where the stakes are
‘comparatively small, the world shall see
for the first time whether the German
Superman, steeped in warfare since early
‘mianhood, dedicated to Wehrmacht and
Fuehrer, is & match for the civillan sol-
dier ‘of the new world, voluntarily de-
fending his way of freedom.

The war that never stopped, but only

jused for repalrs after 1918, might be

to have actually begun, for us, last

\'the opening of the second phase of
the Teutonic robot vs, the son of New

‘Whether the scales are tipped against
Germany in North Africa 15 of little mat-
to. Americans this week, Our men

France, the Balkans fell befors magic
‘weapons and overwhelmlng power—or

e as the first Ger-
J.gaan ;ciash, will become an important
ste in this war. Probably, it will mark
start of the first U, 8. victory, but

the last. It will help make possible |

fierce drive across the Mediterran-
‘eah inta:Kurdpe, and set the stage for
“ehain’ of "bloody explosions that will
d:fifally, on German soll. It will
,.too, :aore long lists of casualties

me 10 & nation sorrowing but determ-

{ 40 make this the first blow of the
phase of war In the European

love Smiles

And Americans Say,
“Good. He Likes Us”

No one would have believed, two or
{hiree years ago, that Jt could ever come
ta:pass, but it has. The people of the

nited States, perhaps cven Including
‘#uch rabld Red-balters as the Hon,
‘Rob't Rice Reynolds, were eager for the

‘yenture they had commenced in Africa,
They wanted to hear him say, “Horosho!"
they wanted to know if by British
moves in the -

To the APs (and Joe Stallns) cor-
respondent Henry Cassldy went a second
extrac: letter, sequel to that of
touple of months! ago which had

untly Intimated that the Allles were

ting Russia hold the bag. This one was
tain friendly, Russta's head man con-
sidered that developments in Africa had
rned the military and political posi-
a in Europe radically in favor -of the,
Allfes, opening the way for the early col-
] of Germany and Italy. He praised
‘Brittsh and American leaders as “first-
ate organizers,” and expressed confle
nce that German pressure on the
Eastern front would soon be relleved.

No one, we beileve, need look for any

déep political significance in the feeling

dugsia and their evident apprecintion
8talin's. pats on the back.” 4 Com-~
nimlst fn America remains an- object
general mistrust and disgust, and a
Communist tn Russia s hardly more
pectable. But the people of the Unl-
Btates rccognize valor when they
it;>and they are honesl enough to
t,'to themselves and openly, that

#kins of the United States and Great
Hain, and that iz the incredibly herolc
tance of the Russlan hordes to the

idible persistence of the Nazi hordes.
such sympathetic portraits .of
ual Russien f{ighting men and
n 82 those by Leland Stowe, and
4. trong sense of “honor to whom
14 due ‘America will come out
5 &' new .conception of
BAlLY Wid ‘a great respect

. But 1t “does not follow

d Lo Riissta’s political

i toleiance for“the poll-

which liax béen carricd

Wy under - Moscow's

never be President, and Harry Bridges
will never be Senator from California.

‘But Joe Btalin In Russla is nonethelesa -

& great man.
’

Third Trip

The Marines Play an Encore
On the Shores of Tripoli

Today, for the third time, United
States troops are marching In Tripolt,
land of the Barbary Pirates. In the heat~
baked land, known as Italian Libya since
1912, the Marines found a line for theif
{ighting song; many will remember for
the first time since school days the
wherefores of that line. The land of
almonds, jujubes, pomegranates, castor
oil, senna and olives has brought back
to life the early history of the U, 8.
Navy. .

In 1803, weary of paying useless ran-
som for safe passage through the Med-
iterranean (“Millions for defense, but
not one cent for tribute”), the infant
U. 8. sent & squadron to blogkade: and
bombard Tripoll. Crowned ‘with tempor-
ary ‘success, we salled back in 1815 with
Stephen Decatur In command. This time,
the greedy outlaw Pasha, in fear of
complete destruction, surrendered once
and for all. In 1829, Medlterranean piracy
was done, After all powers had tried
appeasement, American guns  had
brought peace.

The land, blessed with a lone harbor ,

at the capital, Tripoll, {5 a land of

drought from May to September, one of

rains from November to March. There,
- where the fleelng remnants of Ger-
many’s Africa Corps must make ita last
stand, history has rumbled for centurles,
‘Tripoll has known many a conguere:
Carthage, Numlidia, Rome, The Vandals,
_Greece, Arabia, Turkey, Italy.

This time, with no question of glving
up land or soverelgnty, Tripolt will bear
in sllence the presence of Axls and
Allled armies. Her own fate is not at
stake, For the first time in all the com-
ings and golngs of the warlike masters,
the battle for Tripoli is a brief, blazing
part of the bame for & world—and the
Marine song. Having reached and passed
the point of an old, half-forgotten little
war, the fighting will move on around
the globe, :

The Late Hero

s

A grest unktown quaniliy is Russia. Last

were able to out tho Nasis so

decply as to diminish Hitlers sirengih for the

Summer campsaign, but this Winter, Stalln’s
siriking power is mowhers near s ng.

He has sgome punches left. His- Army ia espe-
cially good at small but. feroclous guerrilla raiding
at 30 below zero, but ita old recuperative striking
power in offenalvé action may not have survived
Ats Bummer test. The end of the war is therefofe
not likely to come on Russian sofl this Winter,

Thus, while Hitler's own morale Is loosen-

Africa, under ¥
continue’ to send supplies that . way. -
3P from our enclrclement of Naxl
Europe that sur strategy Is (o take Hitler first,
and then
force upen.the Japs. Thers are seversl ways-we
can get -at Tekyo, the best one being through
“.,l,hﬁyk‘ldcliukdmlnﬂberhmﬂ
uris. .

Termination of the war In Europe, would re:
lcan

Time to Start Planning the Next Big Move .

—By Herblock

tarn all the combined United Natlons -

T

“Mamie §8ys as soon a3 she ‘gets her. hips reduced .
go she can wear slacks ‘decently, she’s going to quit
here and get a job on & war plant assembly line,

Plenty Of Commands
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Grandest German Tr
Dies With Defeat of Rommel
t

Almost by the

’

She Doesn’t Like It

American attack In Africa, Fleld Mar~
shal Erwin Rommel has thus far es-
caped the debunking deluge which is
certain to engulf him. The rough -and
ready tank expert, a new type of Ger-
man leader, had been mounted on a tow-
erlng pedestal by friend and foe alike,
‘With his reputation glittering from ap-
pilcations of Dr. Gocbbels’ varnish, he
won great fame in the long sweep into
Egypt, and on the pages of Amerlcan
plcture magazines.

There were American columnists,
among them Dorothy Thompson, who
made the brass hats yelp by saying that
Romiel would have been only a ser-
geant in the English or American armies.

* The man’s reputation ballooned _so
alarmingly that it undermined the falth
of the United Nations in their own
leaders. He made the war systems of thie
Democracies scem stuffy.

He was bluff, b#illiant, informal, tough,
clever, irresistible~In his heyday therc
was no tendency on the part of Britnln
to blamg her own lack of sufficlent
armament in Egypt for Rommel's suc-
cess. He was victorlous because he was
the modern combination. of Weplington,
Napolcon and Nathan Bedford Forrest,
Today, alas, his reputation is a nothing.
He left {4 among the charred ashes of
the Afrika Korps' tanks: he-forfeited 1t
with the ebandonment of Itallan divl-
slons,

As ever, man's destiny was altogether
dependent upon circumstance. Faced
by & superiority In manpower, alr power
and armored power, he seemed a lesser
strategist. than General Monigomery.
Arms stlll make the man; without gas
in his {anks, planes in the sky and pro-
tection against heavler artillery, the
Marshal {aded from the hall of fame.

More than any other German, Rommel
learned that great war plants, blasted

N from the air, cannot be repalred in a
matter of months, and that the tlow of

- materials means everything in the field
of battle. Now that he has been shoul~
dered with the first fnafor German
defeat, his cleverness s reduced to a

Qur Game With Vichy -’

By Dorothy

WASHINGTON
‘AR and politics are inextrieable. ‘Therefore, at
the outset. of a war involving France, It may

‘be well to review our political relationshipa with

TFrance.

Thres factors huve been involved in those rela-
tionships: The Vichy . Government; General do
Gaulle; and the people of France. Now a fourth is.

_introduced: General Glraud, In North Africs, Jeader

h 4

of a new force of reslstance in belng.

The Vichy Governmeni, the Fighting
French, and now General Giraud have all een
conctived as a means of reaching the people of
France, and thelr milltary organiztions, the
North African Army, the French Fleet, and tha
forces- assembled since Summer 1040 by General
de Gaulle, These latter, though small, have par-
ticipated in the Syrian campaign, the Egyptlan
campaign, and have glven us bases for opera-
tion In New, Caledonia, Tahitl, and Equnlorlll_‘(
Africa. :

Mr.-Hull thought it wise to keep contact with
Vichy for the purpose of winning away from Ger-
muny as much as possible, It cannot be sald that
this was done In preparation for the North Afrlenn
camprign because this policy was pursued during all
the months between the collapse of France and our,
entrunce into the war, before any milltary measurca®
were planned.

Mr. Hull says we achleved: first, intelll-
gence Information, second, maintenance of close
relations with the French people, third, keeping
alive the idea of a tre¢ France; fourti, fostering
resistance to increased German demands under
the armistice, and fifth, paving the way for
sending a milltary force Into the western Medl-
terranean. Thix final point, eof course, only
concerna the last fow months,

Now, it we sccept the flrst galn—a chance to
get valuable Information—how about the other four?
Did our policy toward Vichy help us to maintain
ciose relations with the French people, or did it con-
fuse the minds of the French people? Thls is at
least arguable.

Did it keep atlve the idea of & free France,
or did it discourage the only Free French move-
ment which was operatlng? This s certalnly
arguable. DI It foster resistance to increased
German demands? ‘This la  not arguable. *
di¢d not. The Petain Government had conalst-
ently yielded ground to German demands. And
diff it pave the way for sending  force Into

tha westorn Mediterrancan?

‘The fact i that Polain offercd only a formal
verbal protest against the. German occupation of
France, and withdrow even that aftar Laval's con-
ference with Hitler, and has twice called on North
Africa to continua resistance. The fact-is that the

Thompson . ,

French forces In Alglers and Moroceo resisted as
long as possible. The fact ia that oven the prisoner,
Darlan, has not gone over to our side, nor offered us
as much collaboration as Petain gave Hitler. The
fact Is that Frenchmen in Tunisla did not try to
keep out Axis parachutists,

If now, the State Department admits that we
were Just playing a grme with Viehy. it puts our dl-
plomacy 1n = class with that of Kurusu, And, frank-
Iy, 1 don't like it. Nor do I think it good diplomacy
in the long run, For complete honesty:iand sim-
plicity seem to be the best diplomacy,:inia war in-
volving fundamenital lssuck that can only’be won in
the end by the clear understanding ‘And: collabora-
tion of the masses of the. French: peoplei: . .

It we go inte the past,:it:is hecause we must

now make & -ncw start . ineur:relations with
France. An a mediatory factor:belween us and
the French people, iho Patain:LAVAI Government
Is cllminated, All of continthitsl France is oc-
cupled by tho Germans: with the: excoption of
the anomaly of Toulon, whers Darlan is ap-
parently playing with w8 me _originally
played by Pelain with ‘Germans, but under
candltionn less favérableifor i,

But “who 18 to be’ wedlatory factor?
There Is & choice amongst: ¢ de Gaulle, Glraud,
Darlan. Appnrently we:tried Diflan and Giraud. We
dropped de Caulic. This: dropid obvious, from the
tone mdopted by Journalistaicloss to the Stats De~
partment. Not a single offieial:statement emanating
from Washington has mentioned de Gaullt, who
has fought on our side .without equivocation from
.the beginning, £

In this we are again at odds with the British.
Churchill, in his Wednesday speech, pald a tribute
o de Gaulle, with sppropriate words for General
Giraud, whose acquisition by our ‘slde 1s without
debate extremely welcome and” valuable, Now, 1t
is obvious. that the .chaos following collapse %qu

8-
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Still No Unmity

WASHINGTON
Tﬂz fssue of unity of command has been brought up sgain, this
time in sharper .terms by
the top Republican on'the Houss Naval Affalrs Comuniitee, Some
naval and. military. officers are concerned ‘at what they feel is a lack
of understanding as to the operating setup now In effect. They feel
that (¢ gives actusl unity of command. .
Representative Mass exys thers is no mnily of
here and that there can't be any in the P un

mands, If that continues,
war. -

The picture {s-drawn somewhat differently in high m
naval _ofrcles. They say that unity of command exists
Joint "Chiefs of Btaff. That 1
William D. Leahy, representing
King, commander of the United States Pleet and
ations; General George C. Marshall, Army Chiel of Staff; and Lieut-
CGen Henry H. Amold, Chief of the Army Alr Forces.

The Jolnt Chiefs of Biaff derives Ha mulhority from the Com-
It functiens ms » body. Probably the cerrect
way to put it 1s that in planning, we have unified command. In
operations, the Army and Navy function separately, each down
through lx ewn chain of command, bui ce-operating In epera-
tions as ‘directed from the fop here.

As T 1t, General
-conferred before the Sclomons cam) wBS
ments. for co-operation were worked out between them,
it 13 trus that neither is responsible to the other, but each to his own
"+ service commy

A
Chief of Naval Oper~

neral is in 4 of the
which embraces Australix and thy
FPhilippines. Th
command, A

Pacltic .ares,

Py

that supply line. ‘The area

Chlefs of Siaff, largely for administeative and supply purposes, and
are frequen ted, as was done w sll of Guadalcanal into
the Navy's Bouth Pacific ares. Originally the lne divided the tsland.

nse ihat tha stra
Chiefs of Staff, which ls & unitied bedy re;

congenial and funciion well together as u
for General Arnoid wnd Admiral Leahy.
 Marshall are there together, you have ln prac

mand at the top.

That probably is net true further down In the serviees, where
rivalsy crops out at some points. 1f General MacArthur had per-
sonally any other idea of what should be done in the Pacific, it haa
not been indicted that he'has failed to the alighteat extent in
operating with the Navy when help was requested. .

Possitly shere have beecn some differences ns lo haw pianes
or .other equipment might be used, bul if ihere wers any ihey
undoubledly ‘were resolved by Washington. Evidently ne questions
have come up that would not arise in the normal ceurse of eper-
atlons under -unified gomman: Individual efficers always will
have puggestions as 1o’ what ought te be dene. But U is -
ble to have orders lssned at the top as a resuli of declaiens of the
Joint Chlefs of Staff, which wonld seem to glve working unity.

Another body, the Combined Chlefs of Staff, in the same way
brings about Anglo-American collaboration. as instanced in the North
Affican’ joint campaign, Representatives of Russia and other United
Nations are consulted on questions pertalning to them.

That Is about the picture as you get it from the military side,
Less shtisfactory has been the dovetailing of strategy. with -production
planning. The new cantrolied materials plan of WPB is a move to
strengthen what has been a rather serlous weakness there,

Not 40 Hour:
Here Or There

Representative Barden of N. C.
In the House ,

Mr. Bpeaker, the conferces are tow considering the bill which will
take the high school and other boys elghteen years of age Into
service. ‘Thesc boys will go Into Lhe aervice on a 24-hour basls. Many
of them will be under fire, just as the Marines In the Solomons are
under fire 24 hours a day. You, I, and all of-us will have to answer
the American people as to why 1t is if a shortage of manpower is
responsible for this condition, that we slt here and say to the indus-
wries of this country, “4¢ hours is your limit, and beyond that you must
ot work."

If manpower Is needed to the extent: that we.nre to consider draft-
ing elghteen-year-old high school boys, and emptylng our colleges—-yes,
even taklng the elghteen-year-olds away from thelr home aenvirone
ment—then the 40-hour-per-week law is indefensible. This world s
on fire, and it is no time for 40-hour soldlers' or 40-hour-per-week war
workers, This Is my protest sgainst what 1 regard as an unjustifiable
wrong sbolt to be committed, .

.
As leng sa King and
tice unified cem-

our diplomsatic policy-have created it
unities among the French.

If the Impresslon goes abroad that Glraud is
our particular favorite and that we are hostile
to de Gaulle, the debaie in France will not cen-
ter on how to fight Germany but on {he fues-
tion of who s Glraudist and who de Gaullist.
That debate is what Miller wants. Tt can pro-
duce not onlr rifts In France bul rifta Inside
our own, coslition—Britain, Russla, Amesien. It
wii) also’ create unease amongst all the Govern-
ments in exfle, who will ffear to be et down.

‘Obvioutly we” muat try to bring togather all the
anti-German eloments in France, and the firat step
in this direftion is to bring together General Giraud
and General de Gaulle, without letting ‘down elther
of them. Thia'la the first necessity of slmple honest
diplomecy. v B

Visitin’ Aro:lnd

Who Sald That, Miz
Hartley or the Craipa?

(RE. 8 jtem, .
Lenolr Newn Toplc)

Mrs, Lizzle Hartley was a ploas-
ant caller of Mr. and Mrs, F, B.
Cralg Sunday,

But Can She Cook?

{Ballay Osmp item,
Lenolr Newa-Taplc)

taking this opportunity to advertise
her services.

e
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