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Thimble=Thimble
Who’s Got Authority Over
The City’s Bus Service?

Bomewhere between City Hall and
- the State Office Buflding in Raleigh
% busload of jurisdiction has gone astray.
Bome months ago the State Utilitles
Commission expressed the opinion that
authorlty over bus service in Charlotte
fesided In the City of Charlotte. That
‘wis that, but it appears that the City,
‘while its attorneys have issued no state-
Hent, thinks that the authority rests
‘with the Utliitles Commission, in which
‘yiew, it develops, attorneys for the Duke
Power Co. concur,

Beveral weeks ago, however, when the

power company went through an ex-
tensive re-routing of its service, it sub-
mitted the whole new schedule to the
City Counell for study. The implication
‘was that the power company conceded
{he City's authority and sought 1ts con-
‘sent, and that was given. But last
.week when the City Councll proposed
the establishment of an additional bus
route, Duke Power's attorney submitted
that the City had no jurisdiction, and
Tead the law to back up his point that
the State Utllities Commission was the
Teal authority.
.. The power company Is not necessarily
fo be censured for first taking one tack
and then switching. The Utilities Com-
mission virtually instructed 1t to take
the City into its plans; and when the
Clty Councll, in entire good-faith, as-
sumed to recommend additional bus
service, the power company was entitled
to fall back on the law.

Meanwhile, that busload of jurlsdle-
tion i still lost somewhere between the
City Hall and the State Capital.

It suggests a searching party,

Vote For This

Solicitorial Amendment
Deserves Full Support

“Attentlon over the State has centered
upon the so-cailed educatlonal amend-
‘ment to the constitution, and a hot
scontroversy has developed. But there
15 another amendment to be voted upon.
No cantroversy has been set off by it,
for the amendment is one of those rare
proposals which has only a good slde,
no bad side at all. The only reason
for voting against it would be outright
perverseness or sclf-interest.

‘The amendment would simply dissever
Judicial and solicitorlal districts. As pro-
vided for at present In the State’s con-
the L may establish

Judicial districts, increasing or decreas-
Ing or rearranging them nt will, but
for each judicial distriet a sollcitorship
fhust be provided. The amendment
‘would give the Legislature the authority
to- establish sollcitorlal districts which
Heed not be the same as judlclal dis-
tricts, and the first, immediate possibil-
1ty under the amended procedure would
be for Mecklenburg County to be con-
stltuted as 'z solicitorial district unto
tself,
That would greatly expedite the pro-
cesses of criminal trials both In Meck-
lenburg, where justice has been no-
toriously a laggard, and in other coun-
tles whick would be regrouped aecording
10:the volume of thelr eriminal case:
But the amendment 15 of primary tm-
portance to Meckienburg, and ought to
receive a thumping vote from this coun-
1y to_take care of whatever dissent
there 'may be In other quarters.

Let the little voters, whatever thelr

concerning solicilortal districts.

he RBecruit

With a New Cun, Senator Nye
Shoots Up Everyone in Sight

Amerlean” triends of Britain and the
Britlsh themselves looked out upon a
nge-sight ‘the other day. At the en-
nce, #tting & mik white charger
(thAb WAy 6F misy not have been a
% on Horee, sat:Senator Gerald Nye,
ean, Ni:Di)ithe: old-time An-

le shepherd: He -wanited -in he

fe'd  beeri antisBritish: . long

Ser ightate

the portals, even, he
ind: nim at ] patr
Life Publisher
 Willide as it

he himself had never breathed a word
against - Merrle England. On one, he
had a proper bead. But on Willkie his
sights were swry. Nye was quick on
the draw, but erratic stijt.

The man who first belleved Pearl
Harbor to be a Roosevelt-British trick
and thought the U. 8. deserved a Jap
attack had, as was his right and duty,
settled down to war and its realities.
In just a few months, it galled him
to see snipers-at-Britain in any form.
But he had no right to attack Wendell
Willkie.

Life’s letter to the British (an in-
turiating, down-the-nose plece of pre
sumption) was surely out of place and
out of tune. Luce and his staff had
a cail-down coming. They were dic-
tating the terms of American ald and
dellberately threatened its withdrawal
unless concessions were made to “our
principles.” There, Nye's blast was
timely.

Against Willkie, however, a'man:whose
brand of interventionisni’ has TR
through the country like a strong:ciir~
rent since he first came to public no-
tice, his weapon was puny. Perhapa
Willkle had been overly voluble and
indiscreet In his travel-talk around the
world. - But as a private citizen he was
as surely entltled to his own sentiments
as was Nye to his.

We don't know what to make of the
converted noblest Isolationist of them
all, and don't know for sure what hiz
new stand is, Best thing to do, we rec-
kon, is to take him at hls word and
hail one more patriot.

Horse Trade

Preposterous Maas Proposal
Should Be Cut in Half

The proposal of Rep. Maas to abolish
the Army, Navy and Marine Corps and
bulld them all Into one huge American
fighting unit was by far the most aweep-
ing change yet dreamed up in the battle
for a unlfied command. More than a
change, that. It was ot

If Winter Comes

The Nazis Fly South

By Paul Mallon

WASHINGTON

SNOW I8 beginning to fly In Russla and the Nnzi
blackbirds are turning south to Africa. Familint
slgn-warnings of com!ng heavy actlon there are evi-
dent through the news. Reinforcements to Rommel,
ferried by alr, within the last single week, amounted
to around 5,000 men.

The brave Britlsh stronghold at Malla, under
the Kallan boot, survived bombings ihe last ten
days In n row, The French are looking appre-
hensively across the Algerian border In the ai-
rectlon of Italian activities in Tunisla, or say they
are, and certalnly the fact of Italian activities
there may be belleved. Darlan s moving to

akar.

And above all, the Axls broadcmsts have sud-
denly displayed new interest In all affaires Afrtcanus.
The preclse portent of theso slgns i3 not as ensy to
see. On the surface they suggest Hitler will reek,
through a new drive on the Suez, the hopes for
victory he lost at Stalingrad, and on the northern
edge of the Caucasus.

But perhaps he 1a only trying to strengthen him-

1nst

revolution, and quite likely represented
for more than the House Naval Af-
fairs spokesman wanted or hoped for,
True to a Congressional horse-trading
tradition, he probably asked for twice
what he meant to get.

Nearest we can figure, Maas (who s
also a flying Marlne Colonel) Is driving
at a super Amerlcan command, to re-
lleve the Prestdent of military dutles for
which he has no time, and to guarantee
perfect co-ordinatlon of services. For
the combination of all forces would re-
sult In dread confusion.

In the Army command, speclalists
with a life-time of tralning head up
complex forces of infantry, mechanized
divislons, air units, artillery. In every
spreading branch of the service tactlcs,
strategy and general problems are vast-
ly different. The Navy, with its sub-’
marlnes, surface and aerlal units, faces
the same kinds of problems—but of such
a nature as to place them In a world
separate from that of the Army. )

Lumping together the féTces would be
unfeasible, éven Impossible, because
there are no men avaflable with back-
ground and trainlng sufficient to quali-
fy them ns comblned .commanders,
There are few men allve able to direct
with equal facility sea forces, ground
forces and slr forces. Indeed, both Ar-
my and Navy have been troubled by
squabbles among themselves, as between
airmen, seamen and groundmen.

The super command for which Maas
was apparently aiming would become,
if ever brought Into being, the salvation
of U. 8 arms. Many a loosely-defined
counctl of war sits on oo many prob-
Jems. The combined operations of the
United Natlons leave no time for the
Bupreme« Councll to make decisions on
detatled Amertean operations. Washing-
ton needs Its own all-powerful com-
mand, to weld together the services
under the present system.

It that's what Representative Maas
was after. we hope he gets it. We
hope, as a matter of fact, that he gets
it whether he wants it or not.

Sixty-five degrees Fahrenhelt In the
living room -tsn't bad, Just so nature
thinks up something grim for the Nazia

Istant steppes.

Lt
Through the kindness of the new
management, the tax on opium smoking
15" discontinued in Burma. We thought

some communtique writer would - itke w\

Rnow,

sell . BgAl made by the
British and Americans {n the same field, prepara-
tions which possibly are not as obvlous as those of
the Germans,

Bo put it all down only sy a certaln forerunner of
the grentest Winter struggle yet for control of the
always Dark Continent.

Brutality Is All

1t men and materlal were all there Is to
warfare, tho Naxla would have captured Glalin-
grad six weeks sgo. Milltary men everywhero
thought Its fall could not be avolded then, and
a majority of them are by no means yet con-
¥inced it will hold through the Winter.
But they are dealing with one imponderable fac-

The Blomster

tor—the Indomitable fIghting resistance of the
Russlan soldiers and pecple. Hitler could not cal-
culate it and nefther can anyone else, except perhaps
the Russians, They think they will hold the city.

As Hitler put it once in his qualnt way, what
he needs at Stalingrad fs “superlor brutality.”

ermans were obviously tired when they
reached the clly,- The heavy pounding they took
on their northern flank used up men and mate-
rlals that would have put more power into the
final drive. They must fake what they get, houss
by house, and It is costly business,

In the Caucasus, the story Is even sadder. Snow
there i5 alrendy rccumulating so high in the moun-
tain passes, the Nazl chances are worse than at Stalln-
grad. Hitler can hardly even hope to galn the richest
prize of his whole 1942 campalgn, the Baku ficlds, this
‘Winter,

The Reds let them get into the mountaln passes.
The Nazls even captured the highest peak. But the
Russlan defenses on the way down the other side
were adequately planned and were not penetrated.

The Russians are making fewer snd fewer
altempls to conceal thelr dlspleasure at not gete
tlng more aid, A story, possibly apocryphal, is
being told around lown and attrlbuted to them,
sometlmes to Stalln, It is sald Stalin has thought
the matier over thoroughly, and reached the cons
clusion there arc ¢wo waya for hlm to get enough
ald to win, ane a natural way and the other s
supcrnatural wny.

The natural way would be for the Angel Gabriel,
who is charged with the minlstration and comfort of
man, to descend from the heavens and disperse the
Nez! armies. That would be natural enough.

The supernatural way would be for Winston
Churchiil to “keep his promisc and establish a second

s
Tt 15 ot lenst reflctive of Russian official viewa
polnt.

He Lefit A World In Bebt

By Deems Taylor
In “Of Men and BMusic”

E WAS nn underslzed little man, with & head too
* hig for his body—e slckly little man. Hls nerves
were bad. He had skin trouble, It was agony for him
to wear anything next to hls skin coarser than silk.
And he had delusions of grandeur.

e was a monster of cancelt, Never for one minute |

He
did he look at the world or at people, except In reln-
tlon to himself. He was not only the most important
person In the world, to himself; in his own eyes he
waa the only person who-existed, He belleved himseil
1o be one of the real dramatists [n the world. one of
the greatest thinkers, and one of the greatest com-

. To hear him talk, he was Shakespeare, and
Beethoven, and Plato, rolled into one, And.you would
have had no difflculty In hearing him talk. He was
one of tha most exhausting conversatlonallats that
ever lved,

He had a manla for belng In the right. The
slightest hint of disagreement, from anyone, on
the most trivial poini, was enough to set him
off on a harangue that might last for hours,
in which hoe provided himself right in so many
ways, and with auch. exhausing volubillty, that in
the end his hearer, stunned and deafencd, would
agree with him, for the sake of peace.

It never ‘occurred to him that he and his doing
were not of the most Intense snd fasclnatifnig interest
to mnyone with whom he came in contact, He had
theorles about almoat any subject under the sun,
including vegetarianism, the drama, politics, and
music; and in support of these theories he wrote
pamphlets, letters, books . . , thousands upon thou-
eands of words, hundreds and hundreds of pages, He
not only wrote these things, and published them—
usually-at somebody clse’a cxpensc—but jie would att
and read them aloud, for hours, to his frienda and
his tamily.

He wrote operas; and no sooner did he have the
synopsis of s story, but he would {nvite—or rather
summon—a crowd of his friends to his house and
read it aloud to them. Not for criticlsm. For ap-

lause, When the complete poem was written,
friends had to come rgain, and hear that read aloud,
Then he would publish the poem, sometimes years
before the music that went with it was written,

He played the pianc like a composer, in the
worst sense of what thal implies, and he would
the {ore that inel

's . And he would
favite eminent vecalists to his house, and s

N Hi
slbllity,

them his operas, taking alt’ilie parts.

e was nimost innocent of ‘AhY sense’of respon-~
Not only did he scem:iHcapablé:of support-
1gn himselt, but it never occurred to:hife that he wea
under any obligation to do soif HE:WAK" convinced
that the world owed him a living.: In support of this
bellef, he borrowed money from:eveérybody who was
good for a loan—men, women,: {ri#fids;ior strangers,
He wrote begging letters by ‘@tore, -sometimes
groveling without shame, at others:1aftily 6ffering hin
intended benefactor the privilege: tributing to
his support, and belng mortally-offenided” if the re-
clplent declined the honor, .
What money he could lay his hinda on he
spent lke an Indian rajah, . THe' méte prospect
of a performance of one of hik operas’was enough
1o set him to running up biils amounting to ten
times the amount of his prospectlve royaltles,

On an income that*would reduce a more scrupu-

lous man to doing his own own laundry, he would

keep two servants, Without cnough rondy In hla
pocket to pay his rent, he would have the walls
nud celling of his study Hned with pink slik.

He was equally unscrupulous:in other ways. An
endless proceasion of women:marches through his
life. Hls flrat wife spent twenty years enduring and
forgtving his Infidelities. His secand wife had been
the wife of hin moat devoted friend and rdmirer, from
whom he stole her. L

He wan completely selfish: in" his other personal
relationships. Hia lking for his friends was measured
solely by the completeness of their devotlon to him,
or by thelr uscfulness to hiin, whether flnanclal or
artiatic, The minute they falled him—even by so
much as refusing a dinner invitation—or began to
fessen In uscfulness, he cast them off without a
second thought, At the end of his Hfe he had elncllky’

. one friend left whom lie had known even in midd

The name of this monster was Richard Wag-
ner. Everything that I have sald aboul him you
can find on record—in newspapers, In police re-
ports, In the testimeny of people who knew him,
in his awn letters, between the lines of hin Ru-
tobiography. And the curious thing sbout thiy
record Is that it doenn't matter in the.least
TNecatise thly underaized, sickly, disagreeable,” fase

cinating Httle man was right all the tims.: The’joke
was ont us. He wak one of the world's great dramns
Uists; he was & great thinker; ho was one of the most
ntupendous musical : gghiuses® that, ;Up :to “now,  the
world has ever seen. e world did owe him s living,

have suffered. 50 : many mmf:hry blows  beginning with” Peart
i ¥ < thelr stialg
sugar- coating, haven't -had :much ‘that . was - pleasant ':J:‘Wl&m 5
Finally . the : tonie ‘comes : in<:the : remarkable . performance: o our.
leas : of : whitever ‘means : the: Germans .
them :in::the - future, - these :heavy - bombers are ' for ‘the .
of the:major favorable: surprises of :the war; -
had earller’ queatlotied | the' effecliviness of

prods
80 that we can press:ovr advantage while it laste,
P about ‘the performance of - thess big - foiire
to knock down eneiny fighters, No
PRshi count. so heavily ‘on' the bomber to destroy

. ‘Thie Lilla raid showed that bombérs can- riot ooy take of
themselves but can' hand .out deadly punishment. The unom:!.u“ T~
wers almost’ unbelievable. Both*In and in the

, porta passed ‘Europs
Paclfic the Fortress: has shown liself to be an animal With mors

lives than & cat, and able to bring down fighters while
in the alr agalnst the enemy fire. The Fortress has taken the Jap
Zero and the German: Focke-Wulf 100 alike for a ride,
We devised our heavy bomber eriginally
and deslgned it to fly high, fast and far,
in daylight far fromour ewn shores and to
OWI explains In " ils’ remarkable report o

g a almost” Uisratly voae” ot i o
ving la s
can see It yom can hit it v tme "nf _u yeu
' The British developed the slower, lower, bombe: bl
crrrying more bombs than our for mass night bcmblngr ovc:rp‘ iy
Tegarded

Our big bombers are so heavily armed (hat they can outrangs
approaching enemy fighters. In formation they u:’ able g‘ cover
the approach of the enemy from any angle.
bomber, with ita devastating load, ls now showing
in daylight far out beyond the limits of short-ral
regarded ms necessary to protect bombers from enemy fighters,

- The fighter plane has been regarded as th
azalnst fighters. Wil the big, hearily nnned. b‘;:l:: b‘:u:
also a major weapon In destroying the enemy alr force in the
alr? That is the possiblilty that appears now,

One cauilon should be neted. Although the Allied air eam-
pullln n‘vhtr ﬁ:nl'rl\;l;y is showing possibllities beyond what ‘many
earller thoug ely, few who are qualified to judge belle:
Germany can be defeated by afr alene, . hellere that

Precision daylight bombing will be able to damage oductd
snd tranaportation. Mass bombings are evidently h.vﬁ?. > denmz?
ing effect on the German popuiation. There is reason to believe
that this may become an important factor during the Winter. Yet
there is little ilkelihood that mir attack, no matter how extensiva,

But 1t begina

had been expected b since the Germans
couldn't break England by bombing, ws o
mealnst Corare o 2, could count on it for lttls

Side Glances
VA ™

so-28

_oovm. 1043 BY ueA seRvice. me'Y. wmra w w. PuT, oPF.

“1 got him a da‘te with Doris because he helped me with
Latin—now I can't date her any more because he's help-
ing her every night!"”

Wiho Bids?

Wife For Sale

ENTLEMEN, I have to offer to your notice my wife, Mary Anns
Thomson, otherwise Witllams, whom I mean to sell o the highest
and falrest bidder, Gentlemen, it i her wish as wall as mine_to part
‘orever. She has been to me only & born serpent. I took her for my
comfort, and the good of home; but she became my tormentor, a
domestic curse, a night invasion, and a daily devil. Gentlemen, I
speak truth from my heart when I say—may God dellver us from troublee
some wives and frollcsome women|
Avold them as you would .a mad doy,
plstol, cholera morbus, Mount Etna, or
In nature. Now I have shewn you the
1told- you her faults fallings, I willl introduce the bright mnd
sunny side of her, 4 explain her quallfications and goodness.
She can read novels and milk cows; sh
the same oase that you could take n giaes of
deed, genilemen, sho reminds me of what the poel says of women
In general:

roaring lion, a loaded

ark side of my wife, and

‘Heaven gave to women the pecullar gracs,
To laugh,.to weep, to cheat. the human race.

Bhe can make butter and scold the maid; she can slng Moore's melodtes,
and plalt her frills and. caps; she cannot make rum, gin, or whisky, but
she 15 a good fudge of tha quallty from long experlence in tasting them,
I therefore offer her witih sll her perfections and imperfections, for the
sum of fifty shillings.”

—Joseph Thomson, Annual Reglater (London) 1732,

One of those ‘Tuesday (o
Monday Week-ends, We Reckon
{Tyro ltem, ‘
Lexington Dispatch)

Olinton Koonta has just/ returned’
trom New York, where hé spent &
fow days during the wee)

‘isitin’ Round

HBome Felka'll Go To Any
Extreme For Varicty's Sake
(Rt, 4 item,
Btateaville Dally)

My, James ~ Bnjder spent the
week-end at home.
Mahomet Sawmill Ce,
{Brindletown

d) ‘
Joe :Hurt moved :his:skwmill dver
next (10 the - Pilot. Mountain last:

G : _
Gl lmpln followed ux
mitated us what: woul And
con;n? And hesaith-unto them;
Follow me; and: 1 will mpk
iahers:of men~Math. ’1‘&




